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In v {nvestigation of an sseident shich ssourrad en the Southewn
Eanilway neey Calboun, 3, O, o
Daconbey 14, 1917,

in December 14, 1917, there wus & hand-atl oollistion between tw
passengsr treins o the Jouthern Rallwuy neayr Calhown, 5, ©U,., shich ree
smlted fa the denth of £ eaploysss aud injury to I enployess end 8
passsagers, Aftar fovestigasion, ths Chief of the Buresu of Zafety pree
yorts as follows:

The Ohariotte Diviefen, oa shioh the nscident oecurred, sxtesds
frea Charlotse, N, O,, to Atlauta, Ou. The part of the divisiocn exe
tending fron Central $o Keowes, shick insiuies the pert invelved in
Shiis noeidont, ts o single~tyask line, over wileh train acvensats sre
governed by timetable, train orders and a manusl blosk sigoel systes,
Horshhound Srains have right of tresk over southhound trains of the
semo elass,

The sscldent oesurred shous SO0 fend
tangeut 1; wiles in lengthi southk of this Scngent is o curve through
& deep out sbout coe-fourth of u mile long
aile long, On assount of the supve 18 thw
aen spyrosching the poind of sssident Cfreas Both divestions are materi.
ally linited, The grafds is deseniing for southbound Srains, The weather
ut the time of the sseident was ¢leay,

On the momipg of the awseident, seuthbound pessenger Syein He, 43,
ea route from Yashingtom, D, 0., 0 itlanta, Ga., soneisted of loeomos
tive 1318, 1 wapress oar, 1 combinmation Gar, 2 costhes end 3 FPullwmes
sare, and was ia sharge of Condustor Barrow «nd Tugineeun Telder, This
train lef's Oreonville, 5. Cu,nt 4,95 awm,, 3 bours end 50 mimites late
and at T.42 avn, urrived ot Oentrel, %, G, At st morthhound
train Yo, 36, Centrul besicg the laat open before the point of
collisian, Train Np, 43 departed from Centrel st 5,0V s.ce, ¢ hours
and 14 migutes late and while ramning st o spued catioated at nbout 35
nilss ax hour, 1% sellided with novikbound paseengsr train Ko, 45 Just
sorth of Calhoun,

Borthhound loenl passenger Synin o, 44, ea route frox Heatainster,
8. Coy t0 Creenvilla, sonsisted of loccotive 1381, ) sembisation eer
apd £ conohes and was in eharsge of Oonduster laled end Enginesmn Coush,
This Arain left Vestninster at 7.80 a.n., on tine, and svrived «t Sensta,
2.3 niles north of Sestuinater ad V.40 seme departing from Gsowea at 7,50
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fetisy D slmutes lute, It passed Hevwes, 8.3 nlles frox Senson at 8,04
ey, 7 uinktes lute, and et 8,11 a.., & minutes lase, it puased Cul~
houn, the last open telsgraph s¥ation befowe readhing the point of asefe
dent, losated 2,5 ailes fron Xeowse, A% 8,14 a.a, 4t collided with train
Ko, 43, while rumring st & speed sstimated to be adout 30 miles an hour,

The torue of the eglldsion prectisally damplished the loscmotive
and tondery of tyvelnm Ko, 44, the boller Being tors fyom the frems and
thrown down the scbankuent S0 the righty the sylinders axd sefdles were
broken and the vunning gesr telessoped that of the locomotive af tywin Ne.
43, Toe entive clstern of the tandexr of Srain No, 46 wua Toresd into the
bugguze oy uext to 1%, while the Srucks of the tendsr went under She
buggnge gay At xwre not deveiled. The fyont traek and drivers of the
angine mounted the fromt truck npd drivers of the engline of tTain No. 43,
the two reay drivera and treiler remaining on the tmaok, lNone of the
sars of fruiz Yo, 46 were dsreiled, The boller of the lscauetive of trala
Kos 43 was torz from the frame and wea Shrown down the laft embaniment,
he eylisders und seddle wero broken, the clstern wes badly demeged, while
the engise fsaulf wee prastionlly demolished, The first ser of train Ko,
43 ms also prwolicully demolished, Wt the remninday of She osre in that
truin vere not derciled and were only slightly damaged,

Jonduator Bayrom, of trris Neo. 43, stnted that his train crrived at
Contrsl ot cbout 7,42 a.n, and o 800n o8 the Srain came $o u atop he went
inte the telagreph offies and was given traia onders Hos. 45 and 47, the
fovaey givinog his trair right of tywek over ell northbound Srains frem
Cantzul to Eeowen, whils the latter wun o weet ordor with twvalin Yiret Ko,
38 at Central, These opders weve worded ae follows;

48, “Sosemd N0, thirty«five 3 and Bo. &3 foriy~thyes
have right sver Firet clans trains CUsntral %o doubls Sresk
Koowes,"

47, "Ho. 43 fortyethree Fng. 1315 meet first Mo, 36
tififfty-stx Eng. 1234 st doubls trmck Central.”

Condustor Havrew atatsd that he was aleo given amamwrm

603 shioh gave him ¢ elear Dloek batwoss Canirsl snd Uslhoun on ths ayple
val of trsin First Yo, 36, Fe sald that be romained in the talegraph

offios wntll tha operetor st that point inférmed hin thet treim First Ko,
36 had passed Uulhoun, snd that the block would be slear ou 1%s arrival
at Cemtral} Do thap went out to his traln wad instrusted his enginemen
to sall in the flugman ss 5008 a8 he suw Syaim Fipet Mo, 36 spprosobing,
whieh he 4id, Delleving de had »n clear bloek, Uomduetor Berrov &id not
returs to the Stslegreph offise aguin bus at 2,07 aJn., after the arrivel
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of trein First No. 33 at Cendral, his train provesied soutbward to nile~
poet DL6-3/4 where 1% sollided wish train 8o, 46, Mo also steted that

Juat before the collision oecvrred he hesed & short bLlast on the engine
wiristle aud fol$ the eir beakes spplied in comrgsncy,

inginenan Tedder, of train 5o, 43, stated that on kis wrrival at
Cautral the Blotk was In the stop position,. He pulled his trein up %o
the waler tank, took water, and than weus to Yhe Sslegraph offies where
Jonduetor Berrow delivered to Lim copies of traln opders ¥os, 48 and 47,
togethar with slenranee esvd on Tomm 603, Ue remained in the office &
short time, resd She orders: %o the cendustor, retumed to his losomotive
end upon arrivel of tyein First He., 38, departed fyon Contval, Approsgh-
ing She point of collision he was lboking sbead and saw train Bo, 48 os
it came out of the deep out, at whioh time the twe treins waxe only e
short distancs apart. Xo atated thad he imusdistely applisd the Brakes
in emorgencsy, scunisd Ohie short blast Ofl the wristle, got down on the
steps ond jusped of just befors the truine collided, He further stated
$hat the alr brekes om kie train were in good working sondition.

Comduotor Lafrd, of truin No. 46, stated that his truin errived at
Benesn, 8.,0., at ebout 7,40 neMs, at whish point he recsived 4 bulletin
ordeve and after Deeting trein 5o. 35 depmrted at 7.49 s He steted
theat le reosived glear bLlosks et both Eeowes and Calboun, dut regeived
no srders at suy point regmrding train ¥o, 43 end kuew nothing of 1% une
t1l the collicion peourred just nortk of Celhoun,

Third Trick Dispstohar Ayers, looated at Orsemville, stated that the
movament of trains over the &.5 miles of singls track wetween Oenirel and
Ksowso besaus sougeated detween the hours of 7,00 snd 8.30 on the moming
of the sccidsut snd in his offept to socelerats Yie movessnts over this
territory, be pladed with Opermtor J. L. Srown st Sencon nod with Operator
idme at Central ovder Mo, 40 on form 31, »kich guve southbound trains Nes.
35 and 43 rights over all nordhliouné treine from Central %o Eeowes, sand
instruesad Operator Brown to malks only shres sopies of 1i. Fe stated Rbat
Operator Brown delivered & copy of ihis opder %o sorthbound trein Fived Ne,
36 but falled to deliver s ¢opy o the orew of truls Ko, &6 wpon 148 avri
val et Goneoa at 7.40 aene He sefd Shat Operutor Drowmi 414, however, doe
liver s block elearance eayd, form 63, Sogether wish & bulletin orders,
Heos, BB, 627, L40 sud 805, whish bore no signoturey., Dispatelar Ayses
stated Shet it is not the prectise to cllow eperators %0 lssue bulletis
orders without signatures, He further steted that et 0,08 or 8,00 a.m,,
he yecsived the ruport for train Ko, 46 from Seneon, But 41 not recond
1% as the operator feiled to sign his inttials, Ks also atated that whils
taking tha repurt snd mmiking the trensfer to the Cirat itrick dispetcher,
wbo pelisved hia at 8,00 a,u., be overlocked the faol thet traln ¥o. 46
had ot signed for opder ¥o, 45 ot Zeneos,
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Operator J, L, Drowm, stationed st lensos, atated that st the tise
train Firet Xo. 36 was standing at kis statiom, Dispalalier Ayers eslled
him end gave hin erdar %o, 48, instrueting bim to maie thres copies of
it, After making threa coples sand repeating I3 he seoured the eigsature
of the condustor of train Firet Vo, 36 and deliversd twe soples to him,
Ho then went out to see about soe meil and when he roturmad to Siw
offies atarted straightening wy iz arders ané plused hie cupy of trein
order Ho. 45 on fils, B knew thers ware other ssstions of treim Ne. 36
zod that Srsiu io. 46 was close Dy snd that he akould have nade seven oy
nine sopies of the order Lustesd of thres, ¥fs adaitied he should heve
salled Dispadcher Ayere® sttestion sbout making dul thwee coples and
that be should bave mads sere an2ies Ly treciog the oue he hed left. e
stated further $hat upon srrival of trein Yo, 40 st Yeneen, bhe deliversd
0 the orew 4 bulletin orders on form 51 without taking the conduetor's
algneture a8 raguired by rule but that bis fallure to ¢omply with the
rele {n this instance was due to his prestice of delivering bBullesis
orésrs secapding o the rules govarniag form 16 orders, F1th referense
to the handling of clearancs csrd foms 603 to tweln Nu. 46 he stated he
made it out & litile mbile after train lst Fe. 36 left his sintion, ew-
tering upon 1t the 4 belletis ovders and cudtting order llo, 48, Ne saléd
that 1% saver entersd lde »ind to inelade oxder ¥o. 49 with the others
ou tiis card, He reporiel treln %o, 46 to the dlspaloder st about 7,81
Seiliey 11 misutes nfter 14s errivel 2t Tonedw a2nd sbout 2 wimutes after
1%s departure,

Opurator Jine, loested at Central, stated that on the moming of the
sesldent, UDlapatcher iyers plased with Mu order ¥o, 45, giving train sote
ond So. 20 and train lo. 43 righis over sll sortdbouad first-clsse Sruins
from Central to Keowea, ifter this order wus mede complete the Qispateher
gsve iz order o, 47 fixing a poesitive moat Doltwesn traing Nos, 45 end
36 at his staticn. He otated farther that upon the srrivel of trais Ne,
43 at Central, Conduster Barvew entezed his offiow and algned LTor the
orders snd et 7,43 s, ke gove the enduptor & blook clesrenss o bo good
apen the arvivel of treim First jo, 38, Yo ssif tkat 2t 7.51 a.0, Dpere
ator As U Grewn st Calhour czlled bis end reported trein 1ot Fo, 58 by
that station and Le claliaed tihat nt that tine he seeured the Llook Bew
twosn Cemtrul ané Calhour for tosin Yo. 43 35 sgon 2 tynin te, 36 arrived
at Jeutrel, e seid be ssouped this bloek by seying to CUperutor Drows,
"Hoe 43 o arrivel,” to wvhileh Uperetor Prown vesponfled “E, ¥, £." Opere
etor Sdas Purtler atated that % 9,06 a.u. train lot Ne. 56 peased hie
station uad et G0V ceite truilr Mo, 40 deperted, At vhout the gsue time
Uperator Browh at Calbwan asked hin for the Llogk Tor nerthbovad trmin
boe 46, %0 uhick {perator liue alaimed Be reaponded “Hell, no, you gave
5% to e 48 arrival of firet 34 for 43 and he bad enteved the bHloek st
B,0%." Operntor Drown then told him thet trein Yo, 46 had slrvesdy entere
ed the block and after telling Hrewn to atop Shem, 5ins rushed ous of
the aftice to listen for the treius to swesh, The testimony and bloek
sheet of Opepater Sime confimm eech otblor,
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Opsrator 5. H, Brom, lossied st Colboan, denied 4hat he gave Jpere
ator Bims the blodk for train Yo, 435 and stated that Lo 214 ot hear hin
stk far it. Ue also olsixed that Operator Sims 41 not refuse %o give

' ¥0. 48 by using the words, “Hell, u0." Eis ver.
wms that aftor trein lat Feo. 36 pessed his stat~
ies de reportod the fact %o Upevator Jims, thet Siss sald notbing to Lim
4% that tine adoud train No. 43 snd be knew nothing sonperning the wheres
abouts of tat train., He then 5034 a few tlekets snd set down et kis
table %0 wnit far sraiz lst No, 36 $o olsar the bloek at Jenkmel, A» soon

s fwwin claared at 8.05 s.ay, Operetor Sins notified hiw and be usked
Operstor Sias Tor the bloek for trein Ho, 48, yeceiving s clear block at
8,07 auiie Hithin a minute or two later Le reported treis %o, 46 at Gale
boan Se Operator Zims, wpos which Operator dime told him that Srain He, 43

fs then asked Opentor Zims i ke 434 uet give Lia

4 elsar blosk for train Eeo. 48 at 8,07 n.n, and he clalued that Sime asid
something and told bim that trwin Eoe. 43 1lalt bis station a% 8,00 a.m.

thet both tymins were ix the Dloek he

stepped out inte the yard o ses 1f there was any posstidle way of atopping

Operater Pereons, statioss? at Zeowse, siated that at sbout 9,0) s,
on the morsing of the accidout Be salled Dparstor Drown st Calbous and

Ko, 46 snd pepobted thet tymin by his station at 8,14 s.u., 2 well
&8 ho oould resesber. it that time he wms under the tmpression thet trains
Tos, 43 aud 46 kad orders 95 mest at Calboun, He also stated Shat be Beerd
5o conversation on the wires Retween Oparators Z, K. Drowns and Sins, sor
412 he gt opdey Ee, 45 whick gave in ¥o. 4% wight of Srsek over train
Fo, 44 to Kecwse, Ho axld thas 1T, board thin order By would hewe
stapped train Neo, 66 at Yeower 20 apain sscertals ths Warsebouls of trein
#0, 43 and whather or a0t ke right-of-tratk order bad Desn shanged,

This sceldent was caused primavily by the fallure of Jpsyater J, 1.
Browa at Senesa to deliver s aopy of Srain opder Jo, 43 to the crven of
soribbound trmin Ho, 46, This ordor guve soathbound tvains righs of traek
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over noribbound Srains on the singls tragk bobween Centysl end Ksowee
and had Synin Ko. 46 received x eopy, the troin would have remained a%
Yeowss until the arrivel of tvein Mo, 43, “pavetor J, L. Brown sduitted
$uat ke should have mnde more thav thyee copiaes of the order whan 1¢ wus
given to him by the dispatshsy but he fellowsd the dlapetcher?s instruct-
ions and mede only three oopies. Ve knew tkat this arder affested move
than one trels but after givimg Y~o copias to tha erew of train Ko, 36,
ba £iled ke other oopy away withous msking any sdfitions] coples ani
wen Srein Ko, 44 errived at his station he forgot sbout truip order Yo,
4 and failed to inelude 1t with the 4 bulletin orders whioh he gave to
the soniuator,

A sombributing osuse of this askident was the fellure o€ Dispatchey
Ayers %0 have & suffieient nuabwy of copies mads of order Mo, 45 &t
Seseoa 10 protech all of tha northkbound trains 14 affested; alse bis
failars to get the signeture %o i% Trou Conductor laird of truim Ho, 48,
He adnits this gsansed hin %o overlook the faet that opder Be. 48 haé not
boen delivered to trairp Koo 48, pemmuitting 4t %0 pess ¥ tel:pruph stations
without deteeting that She orew 414 not have order Mo, 48, The lnvestie
gation devsloped that the rules governing tmain oerders sre disvegrrded by
sllowing bulletin orders %o be fssund on foma 31 without reosiving the
cendusterts signature snd getting complete for some,

A further gontributine onuse of this ascldent was the misunderetundine
between Opeastor X, E, Brown et Calloun and Operator Sies ot Centrel, which
ulsnderetending pernitted trains Yoa, 47 wod 46 %0 ovoupy & blook at the
sane tiow. The operator st Calkoun states positively that the oparstor at
Gentral gave the Block to hin for train Fo. 48 while She operetor at Votne
tral 1s jJust s positive that the operator at Celboun gsve the bdloek to
in for Yrain fe. 43 The block sheots2 of both eonfirm their statements
snd 14 1s Lrpossible to atats whieh one 1s at fault,

I% will be noted that Operator Varsons et Zeowns stated thet prior to
the time treln No. 46 passed bis station Operaser %. ¥, Browm et Calboun
informed him that trsin TBo, 43 was &% Central, yet the operstor at {alhoun
stated in his sesvinony thet he had no knowledge ubatever nd $o the wherse
shoute of trein No, 43, 7This ineonsiastency hetweer the stetemonta of Opare
#tors Drown snd Pursons, however, 4doea not negesesrily have any besring on
the question of vereoity Between Operstors Srown snd Jiua,.

The sazloyese resporsible for this scsident were all oxperisnced mee
with elesar vecords snd at the tioe of the esoidert nome hLod dees on duty
to xesed o pericd of & hours wnd 15 ainutes,



