Ho. 234
' In re: Invecatigatlon of aceident whioh
ind ocourred on the Zouthern Reilway,
near Alaxendria, Va,, onm
Rovember 34, 1%l4.
On November 24th, 1914, there was a rear and eollisfon
( between two freizht tralns cn the “outhera Rallway, nesr ilez-
endria, Va., whioh resulted Iin the doath of cme employes,
After an investizetion into the nature snd osuses of
this acoldent, the Ohlef of the Division of “afety reperts as
followa:
The tralne lavolved in thls sceldent wers acrthbound
Southern Ry, freight traln 3rd 74, whioh hed stopped to set off
cars ab a2 slding known ae “eminery, within the Yard Linits of alex-
aRdria, end northbound Chesapenke & Chle frelght trela No. %8,
Cheanpenke & Qhio tralns use the track of the Zouthern Rpilway between
Orenge, Ve., end Alexendria, Va,
“outhern Nnllsay train 3rd 74, drawn by engine 4603, in
sharge of mnginemen ingel and Sonductor Pupvis, conslisting of 48
losded aerrz snd eabooss, lert .pan.sas, Va,, at 1.38 a.m, They
stalled at Ferirfax, Ve., and had to -ouble to Falrfax Creseepver.
~henupling on to the rear _ortion of thelr train a drawbar wans
broken on the rear end of a o.r of live stoek., This car was then
teken to “ideburm, a spur track aloub 14 miles socuth of alexmndris,
and set off in order to plucse 1% ~n the rear end of the traln., hemn
the englne returned, C. & C. t,in .o, 98 had arrived, and was stend-
lng bahind the remaining portion of ird 74%s train., Conduotor Murvls
asked inglnemen Jerter of treln 58 to out off and asslst them in start-
ing thelr train. Conduotor _urvls also notifled him te look out for
them at ~ideburn, where they wers bo plek up & car of live stock.

Train 3rd 74 then proceeded to “ifeburn, picked up the car of stock,
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placing it behlnd. thelr esbpose, and Flagman Henry lighted e red
lengern and fasteged it at the and of the running board oa ths top
of the gock cer, Third 74 then proceeded, passing Cameron Runm,
the last telegraph offloe, at 4.40 a.m., and stopped at Yeminery, a
piding about oneehml? mlle beyond, to set ocut cars ror Alexepdria,
The train stopped with the rear end of the last asr 218 feet north of,
and «ithin yerd limits., The englne snd 18 cars were out off,
leaving the remelinder of train stonding on the mein line, and shile
the orew of 3rd 74 were setting out the Alexsndria cars their rear
end was atruoX By C. & 0. traln 48,

Ghesspeake ¥ Chia traln 98, drawn b C. & 0, engine 598,
in ohnrge of 3ngineman Carter and Condustor Blake, ocneisting of
20 loada snd 4 emptles, left iansssas at 3.40 a.m. At FPalrfax they
weres stopped by the flagman of 3rd 74, assisted that train {n starting
and after weiting for the mutimatlo aigmal to alear followed them ocut,
They were stoppad at ~ideburm rbout § minutes by Zrd 74, and at thils
peint they saw the red lantern that had been plased on the top of the
ear of stook. At Cameron Run train Ho, 98 receilved a olear zignal
fron the middle arm of m three-earm lnterioeking signml, 1lndieeting
that the swiitohes wore aset for the {rnilght track, and passed that
statlon at 4.48 a.n. and after proceeding about half a mile, cellided
wlth the rosr end of third 74 ot about 4,80 a.m,

At the time of the nooldent 1t wes dark and the waather
.a8 alear,

The forece of the enllision drove the pony trucks beek under
the sngine split the aar of steck lengthwlee, half geoing eon each

glde ol the engine, 7The gubuose was orushed betwoen the osr of stosk

and the gsr ahead and turnsed on 1te eslde., It immedlntely caughtgfiré
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and was totelly destroyed. In the ceoboose weres ¥riding three members

of e traln orew, which hed brought this train to Ysnassas, Hut were

relieved oo eocount of the 1é-hour law snd wers dead-hesding to Alexe
{ endris, one of whom wss cmught in the wreckage and killed., Hone

of the cgare were daralled.

Thie divislon is dcuble tyreck and equipped with en automatlia
blook slganl system. Traine sre operated by time taoble, train order,
and block siygnal indigation, At Cemeron Rum, is located 2 meshznlnel
interlosking plent, whers a double track freight line branches off
from the main line to the ri;ht and extasnds northward threugh slex-
andria YTard to the Clesalfiosation Yard at Potomao. There 1ls uno blook
signal installation on this freight line and tralna from the south
desiring to teke this route, rsecelve a algnel from the middle bdlade of
A three-arm lnterloeking slgnal locnted just south of the tower, whioh
indleates that the switeh is set for the fraight line, wut does not
indlente thst the track 1z unossupled. Gn this fraight line about
falf a mile north of Camszron 7un is loorted the Yard Lindt board of
slexepdria Yurd, snd 1L wea Just rarth -2 thls board the aceldent oo-
ourzed, 4% tuls point there iz ¢ rere nf .47 descending nor' hward;
the truait lo tengent :pd view unonciruetsd for nall a mile in each
direction.

Gondugtor Purvls of tr~in 3rd 74, states thet after lcaving
ideburn no stop was =aade until “he train arrived at Semingry. :shen
the tealn stopped at that polnt, os 414 not notice any unususl shaelky
the saboose was sight ear lanzths Laslde of the Yerd Limlts, He got
off the resr end of the emboose 2n the right side and 4id not notlew

whether the markers and the slgnt on top of the stoek eomr were buranirng.

The flugmen got off the foreard end of the eaboose and weat to the
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head end of the traln to assist in the work. The engine and 18
oars wers sut off and they were ongaged ln setting out the tsrs when
the aaocldent cocurred,

Flagxnan denry of train 3rd 74,8tates that wben his train
stellsd pear Feirfax he flagged and stopped trnin Ho, 98. At 2idee-
bura, sftur awltohlng the sar of atock to the rear of the cabooee, he
segurely fastenad s red lantera to the Minning board at the end of the
esP with 8 pleoe of wire, After leaving Pairfax he 414 not egeln sce
traln 98 until aftor the eccldent. Pasaing Jemeron Run, about tvwo
zinutea before the train stopped at Tenminery, he saw that the red
1ight ern the top of the ¢ar ss well as the markeprs on the oabooes
werd hurnling. The train come to 2 atop av Seminary without any
unusual shook, and hoe immedlately got off the head ond of the oasbooae,
without looking at the markers or lantern, and went to the head end
of the traln to assint the avundugtor in setilng off ours. The traln
hnd baen standing at “eminary about ten minutes when the sceldent
gogurrad,

The engineman, fireman and head bpakeman of train Ird 74
practieslly sgree thet the tysin hed been standlng about ton uinutes
et the time of the acecldent,

Sngineman Carter of . & C. train HNo, 98, statas thet he
stepped south of Fal:fax end ploked up the flagmen of 3rd 74 and
srooseded to Fairfax stetlon stopping behind thelr oaboora, / ftar
welting ebout 35 minutes he cut off his engine and gmve tham a Hush
over the hill. He returnsd to his trsin, scupled up, =nd af =ildehurn
stopred and walted about 3 minutes while train 3rd 74 ploited up the

gar of stook, He saw the rod lanterm after 1t had broen placed wpen -

tha top of the stook gar but states that it wee burning Alaly.
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ATter leaving Sldeburn all sutomatic blook slgnals were either in a
glear ar ocution position until he resched Cameron Run whers he re-
ceived the nlddle semaphore arm. Indicating shet the switohes were
set for the frelght traoka, Iassing Canerom Run le slowed down to
& spead of about ten miles per hour, and chersly after, knowing that
Srd 74 was close ahesd, further reduced spsed and entered the yard
1lnits at e speod of 5 or 8 miles per hour, He stated that he had
bls aide window opemr end hia hend out looking for anything that =
might be ahead., That %6 vas not vaing stesnm and no stesn was o9=
enplng. He saw a low gwitoh stond some little dlatspnae bdeyend the
polnt of ameccident and stili furthsy in the diatonce the signal
lighta of =a¥" tower, but saw no Iichts or indloation that Zrda T4
wes ahead untll he was about 2 oar leangths from them, Hse immedlately
nede sn amerzoney appllcuticn of the brakses, but was unadle to bring
his train to a stop ln tine o aveld the acoldent, Jie seldom found
a train stopped at “eminery setiin. oubt dsrs, He 4id not sae tha
markers on the ocboose of Lulrd 74 afisr the asr of stosk was plased
behind i% at “ideburm, He further uwtates that in his oplaicn a
train golng 8 ailes per Mour coulde uet otop in tine to prevent an
nooldent Lf a oar without & 11.4% .wg fount on the treek ahead of
them at night, and that oars stisnrli;,: on the naln track at night
should be protested with 3 Light oven in Tard Limita, He inew that
the llght was burnlng diniy and t.ox axtra preceution in lecking out
for 3xd 74. IHe stated thet hiz -n ine »as eguipped with an oil
hesdlight and that 1t wes in 1 felr aondltion snd by it objeots oould

be seen nbout two oar lengths ahead,
Plremsn Purruss of train 58 states thet whon lesving Talre

fax ha notloed only one merker s»s burning on the reaer of Ird 74, .
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and thaf that wee ¢r the left side., He slse saw the red lizht

of the rear of the stoek omr leaving Zidebarn. He saw nothing further
of 3rd 74, nor n light of any kind, untll sbout one and ona~balf aer
lengthe awsy from thalr resr end, The locomotive head 1ight was in
good eondlitlon, but 213 not throw a very good lightp with 1t objeota
mizht be seen abouf one and one<hsalfl sar lengths away. o nati-

wates the speed of hia tralm to have besn about § nmiles per hour at
the ti.e of the sccldenmt.

dead Arakoman %mith of Thaln ¢8, states thet at Falrfex
e noticed that only one merker wun the rear of 3rd 74 wns barning
and he ssw the red  ight on tor of the seoxr of stook leeviag ~1deburn,

Len the gay of ztock wes pinged hebind the anboone 1t obscured the
aprkers. e wap ridipg in the eugine, ahend of the flireman, st the
time of the acolient and wos looking ahead, tut asw ne iisht of ony
kivd, He it sew the rear of 3rd 74 when it wes sbout one and
ohe=hal? ¢«y langths swsy. Thure was not suph of a shock when the
solilslon oocurred,

Toworman Bloxton at (ameron Sun states that train Zrd 74
pasved hin tower st 4,40 a.m. snd traln 98 about eight mianutes later,
He satiluetea the spead of trelin Ho. 78 tohave doeen about ten or
twelve wilee par hour. chen 3prd 74 pussed, he sew ths nmarksr on
the left slde Lurning, elsc the rod lantren on top of the ear of
stook, Ha further states that it is a common occurrence for tralns
ta step at “enianry to set off oors.

Yhe caboose in whioh braxemen Runsldue lost his life,
was & standspd double truck, eight sill, wooden underfrene c¢atwose,

36 rt, in length, The oer wne built in 1907 and recelved renarsl

repalra st Alexandria shops in aprll 1914,
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Oheaapeake & Ohlo Englne 596 of trein 98 wes equipped
with mu oll heasdiight., The e¢vidence indiomtes thet tlhe Leadlight
dld noct give = very geood light, end with 1t objoeta ahead sould not
ba geen more than two car lengths away,

The evidenes furthor indlontes that et lesst one marker
and the lantern on top of the osar of llve stoek, on bthe rear of train
8rd 74, #na burning at the time the train pessed Cameron, about tup
minutes before it stopped 2t “enlnary.

Aftsr the scsldent, measurenents were Laken of a3 saboose
gnd o steok onr simller to the cnes Jlestroyed, and it waes found that
the atook onr was wlde anough to coneeal about hell? of tho reur luns
of sack marker displsyed on the rear ¢f the esaboome, The meriker
whioli 1s known to have btes: burning 2ers on the oppeslta of ithe
englnensn of train €8 and probubly was hilden frow hie vigw.

Rule 1 of the Goneral Negulations of the Tvutlhern Jallaay
reads:

“Yard Linlts ara indlo-ted by slgn voards rzadlang

tYard Llmits? loosted o1 eltner alde of certaln

named atotions, ss gentloned ln the gurrent tioe

table of sseh divizion, “wltehing amnd other snzines

and tralns may ‘work ~lthin tbese limits without

regerd to second elacs 2md Inferior trainm dut must

Zive way lmmedistely upon their approach. Seoond

¢lasz and iluferior treins must spprocach &nd run

through yard limits unser full sontrol, exzpedting

to find the msin tr-e:r scsupled, In saze of ag~

ofdent responsiblllity rowits with epprosching train.®

Under thiv mule tzuins ave not pequired to proteet thelr
rear ond in yard limlts, snd troins uuat sater yard limits at sueh a
speed as would eneblo the u.inewat te otog im tlme o pravent an
s¢eident, ahould they rinc the ‘rec. occupled, The rile further

steten that in cape of sovlouent reuponsibility restz with the ep-

prosohing traln,
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In 4his instancs the appronching traln was Eo. 98, apnd
in oharge of Englnexen Carter, He weg required to operate his teain
under full control. vhile it 1s possible that the red lantern on
top of the car may hove jarred off, or gone out whon the tyrain atopped,
the erldence ahows that 1t was properly burnlng a few nlnutes bveldre,
when the treln paszed Cameron Run,

This ecofident was eaueed by the fallure of dnginenan Qarter
to properly ecntrsl the spead of hie trmin while running throuch Yard
iinmits, He know the train akesd of aim had o aar dehind its gaboose
that 2ight obsoure the mavkers from hils view., He knew thst the red
izt on the stook ooy #as burning dimly snd thot bils hepdlight wee
ot very effiglent, Undeor thepe eirecumstences he should have uzed
extrene crution in running through Yerd Limits, and hed he done so
this aceilent preobably wonld hBeve boen avarted,

snginewsn Carter entorad the zervice of tle Cherapeake &
Ohto Railway as flrsman auguat, 1904, and wes pronoted to engineman
foebrunry, 1905, and hLus en absolutely elesr reoord, &de has been
Mnning over the Joint irack wetween COroage and slexandria ocontinucusly
eince prowoted to engineer, A% ths tims of She socident he had
been on duty 7 hours S5 minutasn,

deneral Rule [lo, 1 recuires that sagconu olass and extra
trsing procsed thrwugh Yerd Limits uncer full comtred, expscting teo
fixd the main trask gocuplsed. Under this rule tralas and enginees
uze thesa btracks wlihout pretastlon. It 1z noted that with the oll
headlight on the looomotive of lo, 99, tho engineusn was only sble to
dletinguish objects 2 dlstonce of ahbout twy oar longths and 1t 1o
believed that Zrester asfety would Lave been provided, 1f this engine
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had been egquipped with n modera high power headliight, se that the
range of vislon of the engineman would have hesan such that he could
have hpen the rear ond of this traln a sufficient diatonce tc have
]aurtar: this scoldent, but the use of high power headlightz eunnot
be Tregardsd ss a rexedy for sueh dersliction of duty, om the psrt

of employees, aa wes exhibited in thie snse,



