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On March 26, 1920, there was a derailment of a passen­
ger train on the Southern railway near Adam's Park, Oa., which 
resulted in the death of 2 employees end the injury of 7 passen­
gers,. After investigation of this accident the Chief of the 
Bureau of Safety reports as follows: 

Xhe accident occurred on that part of the Atlanta Di­
vision between Macon, da., and Lumber City, a distance of 
94*1 miles. Shis is a single-track line, over which trains are 
operated by time-table end train orders. 

2hs point of accident was at the switch Isadinf to 
Ettrick's Spur, which is on the west side of the main track at 
a point 2*1 miles south of Adam's x'ark* Approaching this point 
from the south the track is straight for more than 1 mile, and 
practically lcvsl. It is lait. with 86-pound r&llfc, #2 feet In 
length, single-spiked, with about 20 pine and cypress ties to 
the rail length; tho oallaet is of sand and cinders. The align­
ment, gen e, and surface of the track were good. 'JJhe switch is 
a facing-point switch for northbou d movements; it is a Mo, 10 
switch, ©quipped with a hi».h switoh stand; nirht indications 
are a green liffct when the switoh is lined for the main track 
and a red li^ht when liiieci for the spur track, the weather was 

cloudy. 
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The t r f i n i n v o l v e d w a s tne f i r s t e a d t i o n o f n o r t h b o u n d 

| iaesen/cr t r a i n . IE, k n o w n a s " i i )he i t o y & l P a l © . " e n r o u t e f r o m 

J a c k s o n v i l l e , Fla.t to C l n a i n n a t i , O h i o . I t c o n s i s t e d o f 6 P u l l ­

m a n o a r s , the f i r s t 7 o f which were of » J - l - s t e e l c o n e t m o t i o n , 

hauled b y e n g i n e 1909, a n d . ^ a e i n oh&rpe o f C o n d u c t o r P e n d l e y a n d 

K n g l n e m a n B o n d . It l e f t J a c k s o n v i l l e a t 8 . 1 0 p. m . , M a r c h 2 5 , 

p a s s e d C o c h r a n , , t h e < a s t o p e n t e l e g r a p h s t a t i o n , 1 6 . 6 railee 

s o u t h of the p o i n t of a o o i d e n t , a t 2 . 0 0 a. m., U a r o h 2 6 , on t i m « ( 

a n d a b o u t 2 . 3 0 a. m. w a c d e r a i l e d w h i l e r u n n i n g a t a s p e e d v a r ­

i o u s l y e s t i m a t e d at f r o m 3 0 t o 4 8 M l e s a n h o u r « 

The e n g i n e Oeme to r e s t on i t s 3 eft side, t o t h e l e f t 

of a n o o l e e r o f t h e m a i n track, with its h e a d e n d 2 6 4 f e e t n o r t h 

o f the. s w i t c h p o i n t s . T h e t e n d e r r e m a i n e d o o u p l e d t o t h e e n g i n e , 

w i t h 1 t s reer e n d t u r n e d a r o u n d t o t h e 1 f t or w e s t a n d r e s t i n g 

o n t h e s p u r t r a c k , - h e first; o?u w a s d e r a i l e d , its h e a t f e n d 

coming t o r o e t on t e s p u r t r a c k a g a i n s t the t e n d e r , rihil» i t s 

r e a r e n d r e n t e d o n the rnaiit t r a c k , u n c o u p l e d f r o m t h e s e o o n d o a r . 

T o e seocro car wa& a l s o d e r m i e d , b u t r e m a i n e d o n t h e n a i n t r a c k 

c o u p l e d t o t h e t h i r d e s > r , the i o wara t r u c k s o f w h i o h w e r e d e ­

r a i l e d , - h e e m p l o y e e s killed were t h e e n g l n e m a n and f i r e m a n * 

T h e first k n o w l e d g e the train crew hfcu of a n y t h i n g 

w r o n r w a s w h e n t h e y f e l t a n e m e r g e n c y e p p l i o a t i o n o f the a i r 

b r a k e s , f o l l o w e d a l m o s t i a a e d i u t e l y b y t h e s h o c k oi t h e d e r a i l ­

m e n t . I ^ s p o o t i o n b y t h e t r a i n c r e w i m m e d i f . t e i y a f t e r t h e a o o i ­

d e n t o c c u r r e d , a s w e l l a e b y v a r ious o f f i c i a l s a f e w h o u r * l a t e r , 

s h o w e d t h a t tne switch l o v < r W S G thrown a n d latched* f o r t h e s p u r . 



while the look was missing and the ll̂ rht extinguished. The road 
super vie or stated that there was an Impression on the latoh in­
dicating thet it had been struck by a piece of mtal, apparently 
in an attempt to detach the lock* One of the swi toh points was 
overturnsd while the other was in a cocked position, and the 
switch target was turned around about half way. Itxlo condition 
of the switch points target was believed to have been due to 
the bending of the bridle bare by one of the derailed oars* 
2he re was not hin • to indicate tliat the switch had bean split or 
run through. The first wheel marks on the ties were about 2 0 

feet north of the switch points. It was the opinion of several 
that the engLse was derailed at the derail an the spur. 

After the accident the oil container of the switch 
light was found to be about l/g full. The li/rht was equipped 
with a lohg-tl *e burner and was supposed to be kept burning con­
tinually, bein* inspected, cleaned and filled every Saturday. 
ITie switch was last inspected by the sect!on foreman on March 
22, at v>hioh time it was In pood condition, with t'is light burn­
ing. The switch was last use$ by a train on March 18, and it 
was also in good condition at that ti.ae. 

The last northbound train to pass this switch was 
freight train XJo • 9 6 , at about 8.00 p. m. Mar oh £6, while the 
lftat train to pass in either direction was southbound freight train 
extra 625, which passed about 2 hours previous to the aooident. 
The ore%a of the&c trait e did i-ot , i • tioe anything n roup with the 
switch, or the track in Vis vioinity, neither did they notice 



whether or not the switch light was burning. Xhelr statements 
also indicated that they hfid no knowledge of anything d r a g g i n g 

or falling from tueir trains. 
Login© 1909 was r e o e i ved from the shops on iiarch S I , 

at which time inspection by the general foreman showed it to b e 

in good condition, ^his was its second round trip since leav­
i n g the shops. uare±ui examination of the engine a&d other de­
railed e q u i p m e n t f a i l t d to difcolo ee any-.hire- tfhj.eh cou^d have 
Gauged the accident, 

Ihi© aooident was o r u e e d b y the opening o f a s w i t o n 

b y some unknown person, apparently with aalloious intent. 
She employes in change of train 1st no* 12 were ex-

perienood men. At the time oi tho aooident they had been on 
duty marly 7 hours, previous to which they had been off duty 
approximately 20 hour 


