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IN Ré I&SVisdiwndl . ub o A90Tik. . HICH GOUURRLD
Ol T SQUIHMHL aAILWAY had AvAK'S PARK, GA.,

June 9, 1920.

On Msreh 26, 1920, there was & dersilment of a pagpen-
ger train on the Southern aallway nesr Adem's Fark, Gae., which
repulted In the death of B employees and the injury of 7 pazsen~
gers, After inveetigstion of this meeident the Chief of the
Buresu of Sefety reports as follows:

The aocldent ogeurred on that part of the Atlanta Di-
vision between iaocon, Ga., snud Lumber City, Ga., s distsncs of
94,1 miles. Thie ieg 8 eingle-~tracek line, over which traing are
operated by tlme-table and treiln orders.

The peint of accident wes &t the switch lesding to
Ettrick's Spur, which is on the weat eide of the main track at
a point £.1 miles south of Adam's rark. Approechins this point
from the south the track is sirelght for more than 1l mile, and
praotieslly level. It is lsic wilth Bb-pound reile, 32 feet in
length, sinple-spiked, with sbomi 20 pine and oyprese ties to

the reil length; the ovollsest ie of gand end cinders. The allgn-

ment, meun-e, snd surfoce of %the treck were good. The gwitceh is
& feoing-point switeh for northbon 4 movementa; 4t is & Ho. 10
gwitoh, equipped with & hirh switch stand; ni ht inclestione
ar¢ & green light when the switch is lined for the meln track

and & red li~ht vhen lined for the sgur track. he weather was

cloudy.
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The trerin invol wd wag tne firgt sedtion of northbound
papgan,or treln wo. 12, known ag "The loyul Felm," en route from
Jagkponville, ¥ilm., to Cinoinnseti, Uhic. It consivted of 6 Pullw
man cprs, the first 7 of which were of sll=pteel comgtruotlon,
hauled by engine 1909, &nd wag in cherpe of Conduotor Pendley amd
baginemsn Bond. It left Jocksonville at 8,10 p, m., Haroh 25,
passed Coghran, @s., tihe -ast open telograph stetion, 16.6 miles
gouth of the poipt of mocident, &t 2.00 8. M., izrch 26, on tine,
and shout 2,30 e&. m. was derailed while running at & speed var-
16usly estimated at from 30 to 48 milsp an hour.

The engine cogme to rest on ite Jeft side, to the left
of anu clear of the medn track, with its hesd end 264 feei north
of the ewlitch points. The tender remsined coupled to the engine,
with ite resr end turned around to the 1 ft or west and reasting
on the spur traek. ‘he first cux wae dersiled, 1te head end
caming to reet on t & spur treck apgeinet the tender, while ite
reur end revied on the main treck, uncoupled from the seedond vsr,
The seotro eur was also ders)isd, bdut remasined on the main track
eonpled to the third esr, the iomwara trucks of which were de-
railed. “he employees killed were the engzirneman snd fireman.

The firset knowledge the trelan orew hito of enything
wrons was when they feli an emergency epplication of the &ir
brakeg, followed almost immediustely by the shoek oi the derall-
ment, Iuapootion by the train crew immedictely after the scol-
dent ccourred, ag well ag by verions officiels & few houwrs leter,

ahowed thst the switch levir was thrown a4d lutohed® for the spur,
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while the look was missing and the light extingulshed. The ToBd
gupervieor statod thet there was an impression cn the latoch in-
dlosting thet it had bsen struck by & plece of metel, eppareptly
in an sittempt to detech the loek. One of the awitoh points wse
overturuned while the other was In & cocked position, and the
pwitoh target wap turped sround shout Mli way. Jhis coundition
of the ewltoh pointa anc target was belleved to have heen duwe to
the bending of the bridle bars by one of the deresilad ocars.
There was nothiin- to indioate thst the swl teh hai been eplit or
ran through. The 7irpt wheel marks on the ties were about £0
feet north of the switoh pointa. It wes the oplnion of peversl
that the engine was derpiled at the dersil on tue spur.

4fter the aceldent the oil container of the ewiteh
light waes found to be sbout 1/Z full. Tie light wee equipped
with & lohg-tl s burner and wamg supposed to be kept burning oon-
tinually, bein, inspected, dlepned and filled every Saturday.
ihe gwitch was laet lnepected by the secotlon foreman on iMareh
238, abt which time it was in good condition, with t'e light bursn-
ing. The ewitoch was lust used by & traivn on farch 12, and it
was slso 1n g;.;oﬁ condition st that time,

The lagt northbound trein to pass this switch wus
freight trein Ho. 96, st gbout 8.00 pe me March £5, while the
leaat train to pess in either direction was southbouud freight train
extra 525, whloh nepsed sbout 2 houre previocus fto the scoldent.
The orexs of thece treice did ot .o tice enythiny wronp with the
gwiteh, or the track in t® vieinity, meither did they notice
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whather or not the Bwitoh light was burning. Their statements
also laodicetec thot they bed no knewledge of anything dragglaog
or feallairng lrom their tradne.

Luplue 1909 wes receiwd from the shops on arch £l,
4% which time inspecslon by the gesneral fToreman showed 1t to be
in good condition. <+hip was ite second rountd briy since le&ve
ing the shops. vereful exeminantion of the engine a1d oilher de=-
ralled equipment falled to disolome sny-hin: wh.g¢h cou.d have
dauped the sccirdens.

This acaldent was erused by the oponing of a ewl teh
by some unknown persecq, apparsctly with msliclomne intent.

The employes in chesge of trsin 1lst uo. 12 were éx-
yeriesoed men, At the time of the wooldent they had Leen Onm
duty mearly 7 hours, previous to whidh they had been off duty

eppraximstely 20 hours.
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