SUPPLK “ENTAL R7PORT OF THET DIRTCCTCR OF TET EURZAU OF
SAFITY I RE INVFSTIGATIOI OF AN ACCIDENT HICH
GCCOURKED 9if THE LIET OF THE SOUTHERN H ILMAY
NEAR CLFVEZLEND, TENJ., O¥ SFFTILEER 28, 1925,

November 4, 13924,
To the Co.missinn:

L gapplemental tmiyestagatzon has peen rais of 2
head~end cclligion bet.e2n a pa)s‘nvﬂr train and a freigat
train .hich osccurred on Septesocer 2c, 1933, ~°n the South-

ern hziliay near Clpveland, Tenn., resultzng in the death
of 1 erplovee, and the 1ajury »f 1€ pecgsengers cna L0 enm-
rlovees

Surmary of reyort ol Noverber 6, 1220

The accident occurrsd on the Xncoxvilie Division, =z
single—= track line over -hica traing sre cre“atﬂd by tivme-
table, trairn orders, and = ranual olock s:gnel systew,

The P01ﬂ+ of accident was *1uh¢ﬂ TATC 11¢3t9 Bbo 1t LL (11 e

rest of *he pagsenze. stav.ia. AL a poiunt spproximatelv
4,500 feet west of the staticn 15 2 switch desienated 1in
the time-table zs Cleveland, Tard, =t raich inferior east-
bounc trains regualarly take sidint. The crew of rostpoare
gassenger train Ho, 41 reccived an crder at Cleveland to
a1t 2t Clevelend Yard wntil 4 22 2. q0thound tTLIn
No. 84, ths? 5 L8N TeCalTer a ¢ L230ar 4 aveTting tnat
the bleock was cl2ar ca the arvi™zl © Te. 2%, Train
No. &l 18ft Cievesland 2t 4.38 ¢. 1., Olevelng Yarc
at 4.42 p.r., snd coll_ded vitn %r.ain J 34 AT a Polnt
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avout £ mile beyord Clevel.nd Yard., On
and engireman of itraia Fe. =1 had seen rde
¢learsnce c¢card anc thsre .;is nell nRE oo cete that tze
englneman ned reaq toe clewrarce cerd v 458 acyuainted
wath 1ts8 corzents, .n.le tas coaductor aulﬁhﬁted to &
train porters the 2utv cf zaCeztar .rg woesisr or not train
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No. B4 had arriwed, and the portur, appareﬂtly .7 1znorance
of the iratr.csions 1o tha Clesrance cerd, aupvosed that
all nig tr-11 n3d %0 do wus to wart 3t Cleveland Yard until
4,40 .. The cre. of trair Ho. H= acé recelved a GoTY of
the wait ordesr sut were deleved =1 r3Ite 27 . oroken air
hose and sfer: opwrciisg Stheir triic inio Jlevelana Yurd on
short tiwe «1tgout fizg protecuicn.
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Lo the racv.ce of rerwitting

ﬁralns to pas ne Stogeed o oan ourlylng
switch, btaire awalt tne arrivsl of an Goposing toaln, 18

‘*ually Tor the purpose of gzving Tae aelay of = fer 7imvieg

which .ould result were ths trair te s1% zt tne entrance

To toe dock, tart such a zethod of oner-tinr mauoves the
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cenefit 57 block-sicnal protecticn and leaves to the
emplovees the prover okservance of irailn orders; and that
the officials should take immediate steps looking toward
a proper observarce and use of the block-g1anal systen.
The surplemental 1mvestigaition was made for the rur-

pose of ascertaining .hat had been dene by the officials
tovard imgreoving th= operation of the block-gignal
system,

Facts developed by supplemental investigatilon

The supplemental investigation showed tna’t no chanye
had been made in the operation of the block system s a
reault of the occurrence of tne 2ccident: that rnc change
was ctontemplated; and that 1t was a matver of common oC-
currence for trains to be permitted to pass a block
station and proceed to an outlying switehk when 1n pos-
seaslor of @ clesrance caré instructing the crew to walit
until an cprosing tra:n had arrived. Tailg 1s in accord-
ance 7rth that part of rule 317 reading as follows®

M4 traln must rnot bte 2dmivted to an
occurlied block excspt as provicded 1n
Tile 332 or ¥ train order or by

‘orre 803 waen auvthorized by dispatcher.”

kuale %33 relatss to the Tm lure of communication oT
the presence of a work extra ir tne block, Thile Form
603 rerrcsents the clearance card.

Conclusions

The supplesental :nvestigetion showed that trains
st1ll are allowed to enter an ccocupied block when 1n pos-
seasicn of a c¢learsnce card.

The coad:itions existing at this point are simalar air
princigle to thoge found to exist in connecition with the
investization of an accident con the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroed near Meadvilie, lo., on January 4, 1923,
In that case z train was allowed to dezart from the block
office, runnirg on a passing track, vith a clearance card
authorizing i1t to entzr on tl.e nain track at an outlyving
switch .hen certais opcosing traing nac arrived. The crew
failed To 1dentii~ cne of thoge trains and the train de-
parted, trne result teing a nead-snd collision vaich caused
the death of four explovees,

ria
ine prectice of permitting trains to enter an occupgisd
block or to preceed to an oltlyins swvitch on a passing
track places them beyond the ccontrcl of the hlock operator
and the provsction of the olock sveten, and leaves eatirelv
to tas cres tpe observance of orderg or othar instruc*ions
effecting the safe movenent of trains. The situation at
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Gleveiand 1s such thet 1t 213 cften a matter of diffaiculty
for the crews of ceparting trains to know shether or not
the opposing train gas arrived anc 2atered the yard, If,

hosever, operatirz reasons shoula male 1t a matter of
necessity to advance tralas to outlyiag switches, further
Protective devices are needed to enable the block opera-
ter to retain control of the movement,

Hespectfully submitted,
W, P. Zerland,

Director.



