In re lavestigantion of sn wesident saleh neomrred
on the Southorn ranifio Company near Tohew
ﬂm‘-' %1“:; ag daly 8‘. L8y

suly 8L, 1918,

+a July 8, 1918, there was & dersilumert of = 1ight
engine on the lines of the Couthern Paelfie ComiGny nesr Tehae
ehepl, Calif,, vhioh yesulited in the death &f two owplioyeen.
After invostigetisn the Chic? of the Buresw af Lafety reportis
o follows:

That paxt af the Bekersflield and Hnjsve subdivisisa of
the dan Josguin livision of the louthera Fawmifie Cowpany, on whish
this secident cegurred, 1s A slagleetruok lige over whish twminag
are gperstied by timeetuble, Srals srders snd an automatie Wlogk
Ay atate

tossmot tve 2309, which wan in oherpge of Jnzineman (reen
nad Flremen logsdasn, left akerefield st IR.16 p.nma a8 & Blper
om pRSBcnZeT trals 0. 108, and arvived at Tehaschapl, 47,7 miles
sast of Bakewsfiold, 8% £l pele It wag them oot off and taisn
to gmanit, 1.8 miles eael of Tehsehspl, tusned on the iye and
returned to Tehoehaul ot about Re.44, vhere the eros reoslved
train order 0. BOE, veading a8 followe:

Abge 2349 yan exire Tehschepl to ¥srp Joke iget
Ho. B4R ut codford.

lesprmtive 2509 left Tehachopl ab 2t0ut [.40 pete vod wug da-
reilad 2% » volnt stont 84 wiles west of Tehnebapl at aboud
2487 pens while runpiag nt ¢ spoad eatimted o mve hesa




L

The agaidant sgcurred on & 1l0efagres eurve % the left,
having & sunerelevating of faw lachen, and on 8 depeending grade
s sbout £ ~er oent,

the firet indiea’ion of derallncat vns 2 vhesl mark on
top of the vall on the culelide of the ourwe &t 3 polst nbout 15D
Pool want of nilo -~wgt 568, thie zark oxiendisg from the mutslde
ta She inside of the ruil for e dlginnee of 12 feer, and uadoubyedly
wvae Bads by the ovleide edge of the troed of the fvont wheol an
the forwaréd tendar trusk. Then there wae & msrk on the omue
rail extending ziout & foet, probedly smssd by e tolt ia the
truek frome coming in eontest with the rail when the whaslse
dwpped Lnslde. Jegianicy st o polnt sbowt 16 foot wesl of the
firnt mark an the reil, thore were mdke on the tiss oa the
ingide of the outelde rail for & dlstanes of 5B feel, and the
andp of the tiee on thet pide of the track were badly breimn,
Indienting that the tenier hod bDosona derailed and was drapged
aver the sndn of the ties. At & point B8 fost weat of the Tirst
moxks on the tiss, the tunk left tho roedbed mnd strugk the om-
baglkment on th+ Thight hond side of the traak, miking o bole b
Faet Goop ond 18 oot long in the embaaimaeud) the teak sewe to
8 stop about B5 feet from the genter of the frack, The tender
frome e turned wpalde dowm, Mt ressined atinched %o the logow
wotive, the loesmoilve soning t0 roet an ite eidc on the right
hand alde of the trask with iis hesd end sboul 230 feot west of
the firet werks on the tieps voth the anglae and tonder
wore eoasidmradly demtredy The emgineman nnd & tuanal wstehwan,



Firoman injered.

The tveek oonmisted of POe~pound steel Taile, 55 Toet
in leagth, with 18 ties under ssch rail, sostimwes rall jslnts,
tully olted sod tiu pleied with 4 mpikes %o ench plate, snd
baliscted vith eixght inuhes of crughed ek, snd wes iz proper
pruge asd sligments The wostiher b the time wan el

Piveman ogedon etatsd thet when lossmotive 2509
arrivel ot Tehaohnpl wiih treain Ho. 308, 4t was oub off snd taken
e swanlt, turoed svound and Teturned So Tehmabupl st aboud
2448 parze He Z1lled the task st Yohaohspl while the engloman
gaoured the ordarag und pPter he hod rend the erders whlsh the
snglneman geve wim, they started toward Sakerufield, the tuanel
watohmnn *aving gotten om the eungive st Tesashepl. He sald the
ensimeman wo vked atemm untll they yvesrhod the home slgnal west
sf Tebsohapl, 2nd them secszbed down the uil), mxing only the
indepentant bruke t eomwel the sp.sd, and were proseseding st
e speed of avout 24 mi'ss @ hour whon the tander begen %
loroh, af whish tie the enginemmn 2oplisd the actemile aly
brocpe la aer renoys oo 1o0ked baak fpd ear the tander vise up
on the Isft hend eido mnd t1p over toward the right, anl he then
g0t of £ the engines e misied That the losowetive wup rmuaing
g ntily prioy to thiv Lime, snd In hig opinion the verr Srusk
of the st hand side of the Sendor wes tho firet to bo derailsd,
and vhen the tender left the track it deraiied the lovomotive.
He eould nod say how nimy spuile:tiong of the alr hrnen verse
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saenrred, hut sald severzl wers smde, but the aubomile sip
bhyakes were aot mpvlied watl) the tender begem 4o Jump, sad
thaght tue leciavtive ran for o fistanoe of 30 or 40 fset
befsre Baing daralled. [Pirewms cogsdon was pogitive that the
apead of losomitive BR300 vam ot in evoess of 25 miles an hour
wt mny 1iso & ftor lenvine ehashani,

oadmater mbtton plated that ' emmined the Seask st
giint of Gerallment npd found 1§ to be in reeod conditiops U8
fTourdl ono of the fender truekm iying about 30 feet from the
sentay of the trmak. e thonght Lhot tho seeldent was gousod by
t00 grest speed an the cwrws, which »robably caused the %ender
wheels on ihe 1uside af tho ocurv. €5 riee ff the ralls v ALd
50% #hink Lthe tank was %ar haavy Beonuse thay had sx-er laneed sy
travble with it in that roasest.

perator canning, sn oty ai Tehnohapl, stnted he dew
1ivered the traln erd-wre o .aglasess Green who a&aked hia Yo
ragister him B2 arriving st .44 p.o. 2nd 29 depsrilng 8t 2.48
faine soBYaber anning piszted that losomotive B2 left Telsschani
B8t gDl .40 DM

hile the ot of i~ nocideat sould not be
definitely ssaertsined, 1t ir kelioved Lo tave beon duée Lo soeed
too high Tor the suporelevntion on & lU-dogyed gurve,

a7 the tlmewgurd rule the sooad of pashonger $relos
8% volnt of sosldeut le resiriebed 0 X0 wiles an huyuy, and wille

the firorpsn wae positive in slsbing that tae sosed wes noet i
co @e of 25 miles Be hour, the foree wiith whieh the fnak
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fore soning t: 8 gltep gooms te indleste thnut 1% we ramning
2% & gpead in exeserd of 25 wiies am howr #t the time ¢f the
sgeidont,

In this oommection, 1t is 40 be wisd thet the gupors
olovat 100 of the li-fagree qurve g whidi this agcldent oge
geryed 18 4 lnohes, To provide proper mafety for traians yauning
6% o' epeed of B0 willee sn Aour, the sapevelsvatiion on thilsg
surve ahoald be inoronaed.

Enginonsy Jroegn wae ohplwyed 28 & Flremea in 1900 and
pRemSad to wnziremtm ip 3909, Plremen logsfon wig cmeloyed ae
sugh Sn 1918.



