
C4in 
te re Inveetinstiea of ns «eeident whisk eccarrod en the 

fawteera faeSfie Hallway near eaydep, Calif*, 
o» June i i , 1017. 

Inly 2, 1917. 
Os June 1 1 , If 17 there was a ^eraiiaeat of « wars: axirs 

aa taa f?eutk*ra factfie Railway sssr fayfier, Calif, , which y*enl*ad 
la ta* deeta of oa® tr*«k labor** «s4 tb* injury of 5 track laborers* 
After isiraatiiatloo of tbia accident, the Chief of tb* ttvisfom af 
Safety raports as follow*! 

Tba Santa toss Branch, oa which tbis »ooi«*at occurred, 
ia a ela*l**traek ltaa, over which trala aovewsnt* ar* gotaraaa ay 
time-table sal traia or«*r** tba apeed of frai«bt traia* hauled 
by ioaoaotl *** ee*kiaa «» i* re*tri*t*d to to »iiea aa boar, Tba 
aeeldant occurred ©» atraiubt tra«b oa a *li*at 4eseea4in§ era** 
for waatboaai tr«laa# tba weather at tba tin* of tba aeeideat 
waa olaar* 

Tba traak was in fairly nooi eeniltion, now tlee teavia§ 
baaa appi lad in 1911 wbiia tba rails bad raaantly baaa obanjtad 
from vary il*a* rails to 75-peunJ rail** fm traak w»* wail spiked 
and tia piataa war* nasi oa *»eb tia witb heawy apliaa bar* at e**h 
joint, bat wltb oaly ona bolt on **«b and of tba apiioa bars* tba 
track It laid on a dipt reedead »**# while fcbura wea airiaeitee of 
ballast having been u»e£ at one tine, i t was soareely notleaable 
i t tfee tine of tb* tavaatlemtloa.'th* traak ha<S not bean re-surfteed» 
slaaa tba reila were chastei end wbiie tba track wee in proper 
fange, tba surface was uneven «a<? irregular. At tba point of 4a-
railaant the nartb rail waa seven-eighth* of an incb low, wbiie if 
feet further back tb* aortb rail wa* thr*e-eltbtb* incb lowj yo 
feet *ad 15 f*«t beck froa the point of €ereiimcat tba track wee 
level while do feat *ad 75 feet back •the north rail wee one incb 
lowj 90 feat back the *©utb rail was one-half Inch law, 105 feet 
back the smith rail waa three-fourth* incb low, l » feet beak the 
south rail was tbree-elchths Inch low ®m 135 feet back the couth 
rail waa one-el«btb inch low, 

work antra 136a, in charge of Conductor t*adi* «m 
fn îsemem nefiroy, left South Vallajo, Calif., at a.** and 
ran to Habellwllie, a dl«t*a** of 19 allee, wbeire they picked up 
aa extra track nana, and worked ae a work trala* At abeat 1?,15 p»m* 
tb* train started to return te ffahellvill* fraa t i Veraao, a etatloa 
i*5 mile* east ef iebeliville, at that tine the trala coaeietlaa 
of locomotive I3cd, *e*klag up, a ceboeae, one empty flat car and 
one flat ear partly leaded with ©1<S r*ll*t at If,50 «»•• It waa 
derail** at a point about I 1/t allea weet of II fere no or ene-
balf al ls waat of Say«*r« 



the tender tms tae flret part ©f the traia ta ©a derailed, 
which wee followed by the derellmeat of th® satire traia. the 
first mark* of the derailment were oa the ties aa the laelde af the 
south ar left rai l , while the halts were sheered off a aaliee aar 
ea the outside of the aorta rail* there were a© marks oa the rails 
that would Indicate that the fi*n«* had ******* the rail end i t 1# 
evident that the tender juaped the rail et the pelat where the first 
aver he were found. Men eu roseate taken after the derailment e hawed 
a tlmtem** of H$ feat from the first marks af derailment to the 
polat where the rear sad of the tender stepped, which we* 40 feet 
from tbe e*atar of the track «*d d»wa a alight emeaakmemt. The 
track laborer* who were riding oa the first fiat ear fel l off ta th* 
grouad while the rail* oa the rear aer skidded forward to the ear 
shoe* aad tbe* fel l off oa to the laborers, killing oae amd iajuriag 
five. 

ia^iaemsa Hefiwsy eteted that hla train left m Vereae 
at 19*t) p»m* %aa reaehlag fmyd*r the speed W o ft to Increase 
slightly on account of it l i t t le hump at that point end a* epplled 
the air brakes, uelmg a ar 7 pounds of *ir* Tbe teak tbea sommeaeed 
to lamp aad be applied tbe brakee la energeney, but oa e****mt of 
the brmkmm having alreedy been epplled the esiergeaey cppiieatloa 
did aot have the desired effect* He felt certain that et tbe time 
af the derailment be wit not manias la excess of P0 alios, tbe 
maxlsHM allowed oa this breach far traia* being hauled by loeowo-
tlvee backing up, but be wee unable to explain the fact tbet the 
locomotive traveled ?$$ feet before stoppiag after i t bad been de-
relied* Be adoltted that i t 41d aat seem poetlbl* tbat i t could 
g o tbat distance with the brakes applied If tbe epeed had been only 
tO miles ea hour, but said tbat tt ml*ht have been due to tbe fact 
tbat be last the braklas power of tbe tender aad to tbe feet tbat 
ther* we am old rail laying clam? tbe eide of tbe track o a which 
the locomotive elld t keeping the wheels oa oae aide frcm cutting 
into the grouad* 

Fireman feylor stated tact be filled tbe tank full of 
water before lenviag H Vereao aad tbat tb* traia left tbat point 
et about 13*4? p*m« He stated that on account of the tank being 
full there wee aot ameb opportunity for tbe water to salesb arauad 
«ad the tender ran unaatblyt be did aot know what caused i t to 
leave the rallt. Ha further eteted that the speed of the traia 
et the time of tbe derailment wee IB or fO miles aa hour ami be 
egreed witb ale eaglaemea as to tbe meaner ia which tbe brakee were* 
handled. 

Oeaduetor &*adi* and Brekemen Smith and O'Donmel all 
stated that the emeed *t tbe time of th* dereilmeat we* aot ia 
excess of ?0 miles aa hour* 



- * -
K*tr* mm Foreman Doyle stated that He wee riding in 

tbe caboose when he felt i t leave the rails, me estimated the 
epeed et the tine to he aot lees than 30 alias an hoar and said 

•
thet possible/ ft was even more* le stated that he felt no an* 
aeael Jolts pVior to the derailment elthoagh eeee si easily there 
were little Jolts, the oaly oae of say iaportsnee, however, being 
^hea the train jumped the track* ^eeordin^ to his opinion, the 
aeeldeat wee due to the taaaor being taa light for the tpeed et 
wMeh the train was traveling end be thought that the spiamnfmf of 
the water la the tender eeueed it to roll to much sa erteat thet 
It wee derailed* He stated that e broken rsll wee foams $% feat 
beyond tbe point of derailment aad be bellowed this allowed tha 
rant lader of the twin to ieeee tbe rails* 

temdmmator Corrlgsa, who was riding oa the esbeaee et 
tbe time af the aeeideat, eteted that the traia left H Teraaa 
between X?*£0 §a4 1J*4$ p.m. aad was derailed at 1?*50 p*m*« et 
whieb time tbe epee* w»s between 21 end |0 idle* en boar. le 
stated that efter the derailment the wtfiaeaea told him tbat be 
wee running et e speed of *Jbout ?5 ml lee sa boar* le ststod 
tbat In bis opinion the neeideat was im to excessive speed wbleb 
eaused tbe tender to roll, thin rolling being aggravated by the 
umevemaese of the track, to eaeb aa extent that i t jumped the 
relic* He thought, however, that tbe treeb wee perfectly safe 
for e speed of PO alios ea hour* Poedmaeier Oorvlga* further 
stated that be aotleed the mxemaelve speed lust prior to tbe appll-
eatioa af tbe brakes aad said tbat i f the speed bad kept up for 
any distance It would have bee® his duty to cell the eraw*e 
stteatloa to tie feet tbat they were exceeding the maximum speed 
allowed* 

1 very careful cxemiaatlon of the locomotive end tender 
failed to ditalooo **ay defect thet could fa any way contribute to 
the csuee of thlt accident, except there were no lateral apleah 
platas in the tender* 

A teet wee node for the purpose of determining bow far 
this seise elate of locomotive with two eoeehes would run wbaa 
going at a rate of ?0 milts aa hour after aa emergeney epyllea­
tioa of the brakes* A stop we* wade la 171 feet whieb would 
Indicate tbst e etop should havs beea made by the derailed traia 
la a much less ilstence thea It rea after the derailment, bed tbe 

^ speed been aat greater than 70 milee an hour. 

Tale eceldemt wee caused by locomotive 1653 being operated 
booking up et aa exeeeelve vatm of speed over umevea end irregular 
treble. 



fh* d l m t raapoaelfellity fw til* A m l k n i r**t* with 
th* #asi*witfta aad ooaduotor fur *x*«*diaif th* »p**d p*r»ltt*a: ay 
th* tint* eer« ml® of th* oo*«a*y# fail*** praparly to ohearv* 
apood rostrletlon* ha* taa* tha tm&Jaot af cowsieat in **wor*i pr*» 
H*** rap**** aad aatil *uoh r**trl*tle** aa ara provld*d to laamr* 
*»foty wh*a traia* ara baeklag up, or whera irrofalar aaa ua*v*a 
traah ooadltloaa **l*t, ara ob»*rr*d, *«*h aaaldaata aa taia aay 
ta *xp**t*d to oaoar* 

ta«ia*si«u Hallray wat *»pioy*d «o *wit*h flr*»aa ia 
July, 1*06, wa* prowot** to mala lia* flranaa ia i*pt*»a*r, 1906, 
aad to *04la*a*ft ia July, 1911* Coadaotor L*adl* w*« o*pl*y*i *• 
a hrat*M#a ia Jaaa, 1*07, mm promoted ta ooaduator ia $m» 1*13. 
At th* tiao of tha •••tdaat tha *r*w af axtra if66 had ae*a oa 
duty 6 hour* »ad fO alaut** *ft*r a parlad off duty of 11 hour* 
aad 50 alaut*** 


