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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COILLISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN 3E
ITVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICY OCCURRED O
THE LINT OF THE SOUTHERK PACIFIC COMPANY AT SAX
LUIS OBISPO, CALIF , OX AUGUST 28, 1970.

QOctober 18, 1930.

To the Jommission:

On Aurust 28, 1930, there wags a rear—end colligion
betveen two passenger trains on the line of the Southern
Pacific Compaay at San Luis Obispo, Calif , which re-
sulted in the injury of 30 passengers and 2 emplovees.
This accildent was 1nvestigaled in conjunction with
representatives of che Railroad Coamsission of California.

Location and method of operation

Thig accident occurred on the Guadalupe Subdivision
of the Joast Diviglon, whica cxbends between Santa sarbara
and San Luais Cuispo, Calif , a digtance of 118 & .ailes;
1n the 1rmmedinte vicinity of the point of accideat this
1g o douule~tracr 1ine over shich trains are operated by
time-tacle, treio corders, amlautomatic blocg-sizaal
gysten, The accident occurred witain yard limits, at a
point approximately 475 feet sast of the stacicon at Ban
Luls Obispo. Approaching this point from the east, there
1s a 7% curve to the right 516.2 feet 1n length and then
the track 1s tangent for a distance of 1,857.1 fcet,
followed by a 69 curve to the right 972.8 feet 1n length,
the accident occurring on thig latter curve at a point
SH6 4 feet from 1ts eastern eqd The grede 18 level
through the yard and at the point of accident. e eapt
yard-1limit board 1s located ©,317 feet east of the point
of accident, and at a polnt 1,873.5 feet inside of this
vard~limit woard there 1s a 1E wmiles per hour slow coard
goveralng westvound moveqlents, this belag the aaxioum
rate of speed permitted through San Luis Obispo yard
under time-table instructions,

e sipgnals involved arc dyarf sirnalg 2531 and 2525,
located 100 fect and 1,908 7 feet, respectively, cast of
the point of accident These szi1:msls are of the color-
licht type, Lhe lenses being © i1nches 1in diancter; they
areg mounted vertically cne alove anolher, and diasplav,
from the ground upward, red, vellow, and grecen.

At the fiwe of tne accident, which occurred about
@.10 a.m., the weather waz overcast, with a hiph fog,
but ground visibility was good,
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Description

Vestbound passenger *rain No 73, known as the
"Padre," consisted of two baggage cars, ong privale car,
one club car, six Pullman sleeping cars, and one Pullman
observation car, all of steel construction, hauled by
engine 2487, and was in charge of Conductor Nichols and
Engineman Miller. This train deparfed from Banta Barbara
at 10.50 p m , August 27, on iwme, and arrived at San
Luis Cohispo at 1.48 a m , August 28, on time  Engine
2487 was then cut off from ihe train and engines 3671
and 4484 were coupled to 1t, trein and engine crev
were also changed at this point, Conductor McNab and
Enginemen Willisms ond Cooke toking charpe of the train
IL was scheduled to depart at 8 a.m , but was delayed
by a broken sitesn hose connection, and was st1ll stead-
1ng at the station when 1t was atruck by train No 75

Westbound passengzr train Ne. 75, known os the
"Lark," consisled of one mail and baggage car, one club
car, five Pullmen sleeping cars, one dining car, four
Pullman gleeping cars, and one Puliman observation CAar,
all of steel construction and in the order n-med, hauled
oy engine 4355, and was in charge of Conductor Coviagton
and Engincman Smivh Thes train left Santa Barbare 2t
11,13 p.m , on time, passed Hadley Tower, 7 miles east
of San Luis Obispo, at 2 01l 2 m., on time, passed signal
5535 which was displaying a caution indication, passed
signal 2521 displaying a stop indication, and collided
with train No 73, about five mimutes before 1ts
scheduled arraving time at San Lurs Obispo, while travel-
ing at a gpeed variously estimated to have been from 10
to 20 miles per hour.

The secoad ¢apine and the first two cars 1n train
No 73 were morc or less dmirged, while the lest car 1a
the same trailn was considerably doansged, 1ts rear cond
being telescoped about 10 fect, and 1t slsc had 1ts
rcar truck derailea. Eunpine 4355 wag also oprdly
domaged, the boiler veing driven backvard on the frame,
and the firgt car in train o 75 was damaged to gome
extent None of tle otrer coulpment wag derailled,
olthough minor damage wes sustaincd bv si1x okther cars
1n the two trains.

Suvmmary of eviderce

Engineman Williame, of the leading engine of trein
No 73, stated that his engines was coupled to the train
at 1 56 am , and on alr-brake test completed at 2 03
a m., at which time the conductor gave o proceed signal,
but he did not move tne trazn becouse there was a blue
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flag on the front end ol the engine At the tilme of the
accident, the train brakes had becn releaced, but the
1ndeperdent hrage wog apniied on his enginc, ~nd he
estirated that thz zmpant moved the trein ahead a 18-
tance of 85 ovr 20 feet. According to 2 reunnrk made by
his fireman, 7o looked at his wateh i1mnediately, the
accident occurred at 8 10 a m.

Conductor Mclab etated {thet he took chrrpgc of train
Mo. 73 -hen 1t arrived at San Luis Cbispo and 1hat after
delivering trnin orders to the lealing engineman aad
compariangz ~atches s1th toe sccond enpinemnn, he boarded
the train and ga7e a proceed siznal It ras not ncted
upon, and e iLhen digcovored ftnalb ¢or repalrsers Tore
fiwing o troren stenn pipe ander one of the cnrs, After
consulting, taese repaircen, he stepred avay from the
gide of the train to look bazk ~nd ascortmin aether the
flagman vas protectingy, and ot about that tiae the
¢ollisioa occurred, he impedi~tely; Zooked at hig ratch and
noted the time to ve 3 J0 amw As sooa os he had mode
arrangerents to carc for the injured, he ~sked his Tlag-
man 1f he L1l oveen vack o protect -ad the fl-awean replied
that he as ovv avcout one car-length from the rear of the
trnin Conductor leliab =n1d that e had on undersuonding
with his flamen tont 25 oll times the flamman  as to
protect the rear =2né wvaien any first-class troin vas due
within fi1ve =minutes, otherrise the flagnnn s to station
h118elf 3C feet to the rear of the train as prescribed
by rule He thought this five-miaute period was sul-
ficient time to provide flag protection at o staiion,
and said the arromgement was .'ade to keep from unaccessarl-
ly delaying theilr troin He 2lso ss1d that he understood
the rules providea that ~hen o train stops under circua—
Storces 1n rhich 1h may oe overtrken by anocher trerin,
the flcrron rust ;0 back irmediately to protect the
rzar of Lis trein, but ir vier of the protaction arforded
by block signels, as well as the rvle providing thet a
tr-~i1n shall ~ot arrive al a gtetion ahead of 1ts
scredulcd arraiviag tine, he felt that hir arrcagcoent
with the flagrman wee proper; in fact, hed he been the
flagman he -ould not have gtnrted back te »rotect until
2 10 am , 28 tro1n Yo 78 -ap naob scheduled to orrive
al thal stetion until 2 15 2 ri.

Flagman Lecnan, of trpin ¥o 7%, 1ho alse —~ent on
duty unun arrival of the tratn at 8sn ILuis 0Ovlspo, said
he took his position 30 feet or rmore toc the rear of

hls trein, ol oa o yard track south orf the castoound
matn trock, so that he could set a vetter vier around
tne curve to ard Llbe enst He ' otcred Lhe tine con-
tiruously »nd waen his train é1d not procsed, he gtarted
bock to protect agninst train No 75, 2t 2.08 or «.09

2 «. At avout the same time he obrerved the reflection
of the headlignt of nn cpproaching train and he then



started running tovards that troin giving stop sigaoals
v71th his 1ed lantern, bub these signals were not
acknorledged  He wvas on the fireman's side of the trnin
while giviang these signals, and observing that the speed
of that train was not being reduced, he crosscd ovar

to the enginem~n’s side jJust before the train reached

him and when the engine passed him he chouted a wAarnlng,
plthourh he did not see any one 1n the engine cab He
thought he was back about foir car-lengths, and estinated
the speed of train Wo. 75 2t 30 miles per hour —=ien the
engine passed him While returning to his frdin he saw
that signal 3531 was displaying a red indication, and
upon reaching the engine of {trnin No 75 e asked the
engineman 7That rad oeen the difliculsy, and the engineman
stated that the headlight of a2 yard engine, wrhich was on
an adjoining yard track north of the main tracks had
blinded him Flagman Leenon sald that previous aTrraage-
ments had been rode Ly Conductor MoNob and himself tnat
1f their train ras not out of the way of a first-class
train by five ninuteg, he was to watch out for such
trains, and he seo1d 1t wag customary to protect against
train No. 75 at thig polnt 1n the manner 1n vhich 1t was
done on the day of the accident He knew that train No
75 1ns duz to leave Hadley Tover at 2 C1 a » , and that 1t
was 1ot scheduled to arrive at Sen Luis Chispo until

g 15 a am., and according to his understanding vhen the
arriving time of a train 1s shown 1n the time-tavle, the
train 18 not to arrive in advonce of that cime, coase-
quently even though had he waited until 2.10 a n. before
starting back, he would have had plenty of time té afford
pbroper protcction While he understcod the rules reculred
a flagnan to go back immnediately vhen a trnin stops under
circuristances 1n which 1t 1s liabtle to be overtakea by
another train, yet he thought he did not vioclate this
rule 1n view of the rule reguiring train Yo. 75 not to
arrive until 2.15 a.nm.

Engineman Smitn, of train No. 75, stated that a
terminel test of the brakes was rade before leaving Los
Angeles, rnd after leaving th~t point he rmade a ruaning
test, and he said thnt 1n nakins severel ctation stops
enn route he experienced no d1fficulity Yis train nassed
Hadley Tover on btine, moving ot a speed of apout 50
miles per hour, which speed was .aailntrined until the
train had reached a point a shori{ distance east of the
vard-limit board at San Luig Opispo, at which tire he
placed the throttle in drifting rositioa, 2.:d he seid
the specd ras gradwdly reduced until the train wsas travel-
1ng at about 20 miles per hour vhen 1t entered the first
curve east of the curve on which the accident occurred.
Before reaching signal 2525 he made a service application
of the brakes and had reduced speed to less than 15 wiles
rer nour by the time the train pascsed this signal, thach
he observed to be displaying a caution indication  He
released the brakes and clogsed the throttle after passing



thin rigmal, bub arain appliced the brakes 1t the inten—
i1on of stop.in;, before massing sizgarl 35231, ot due to
s01e ¢rrs staading on yard trock 2 he vas uc~dle to sce

!

aronnd the curve, T1lle as his craln Tog rouat.ng ine
curve, che tender meadlight aad fto rone oxtont, cscaping
steanm fron o gritch engine ctonding . vard trock 1,
intevrfered -rith bis vigion nnd 25 o resali ne praesed
gizarl U521 witaout seeing 1t. ©i1c Tirst 1intiaintion

that train To. 72 wig standing ot sic statisa -os aen he
obseived the bonne™ or si~sn on irc reer ead of 1lh~t trnin,
Just before the collisini occurred, he 1.UCEINT

F

tely ooved
he brake—rnlre hridle inue rioriendv posilion “1thout
Laving relcrsel the orares ofter the second applicntion,
and estiinted the speed -t tae tirz of th- nccident at 10
v 1les per hour  Albthouma he did rot look ot Mis vateh at
the tire of tac neccidert, he whovrrt 1t accurred at about
2.18 a1, besing his eztimate on the aver-pc ruaning tinc
et reen Hndley Tover and the point of acoident. aile ne
rad noticed the yard engine on the adjoining Track, yet
e pr1d nn attention Lo 1t as hais attentlion '~ belng
£iven to obsoeving signnl 2521, and ne a871¢ 2 CawW Do
slop s1zaals ocing >ivoen —hile approaching the roluc of
cccident, ~nd dzd znot s.¢ the flagmon of trnin o 73
until he appesred at ihe genyimy on rig 31de 2t T
€191ne very sunrtly after the collision occurrad It
olso apnenred frem aie esatercnts thoet wich trnck 1
occupled, sgi1,mal 25321 could not be seen n diztcace of more
than one-half on enpine-icngbl. atend, that he ne found
this g1+n~1l displaying 1 clop indication scveral t--ies
prior to the dete of the accident due to helner eagines
roving to and frow the rourdhoure to the wegst cnd coif the
verd, oad that on several cccasions e had over-run this
31znnl ander such condicions EnTineman S ath furtaer
stted that =lthouzh tr-in No. 70 15 nob schetuled Lo
prrive at San Luls Obispo unull .15 a1~ , o2 cousidered
ce 1nd the rictt of trosh at oy noint betet.. kedley
Torer pad the poinb of accident alter 2.01 ~ ~ , tae
scheduled tiuie for 218 train Lo pasae Hadley 7o er, pro-
vided he did not arzive at -0 Lris Cbispo uavil 3 15
a1, =nd he sxpre-sed the opimica thrt Tl protecticon
chould hove been affordzd by the cre - of trrin o, 73
after 4 01 a..n e also gnid thet 1f traarn o, 73 had
not been standing vhere 1t ras at the tine of uhe acca-
dent, his own btrain would nat “ave stopped 25 Tae stotion
until & 15 a.1 , 73 1t 728 r1g prachice to move slmdy
1mto the station so that he covld rmake n ool stop.
Engine 1an 811th sr1d he went »n duty at 8 n Luis Coispo
at 3 15 a r |, August 27, arrived at Los An;cles at
10.05 a 31, "nd 2% 7.20 p m -rent on duty on train Io.
75 on the trip on hich sris accidoni »ccurred. He was
shovn a8 having veen off duty ot Los Aa-eles for 9
bours and 15 ninutes, cat st~ted that the vershicr vas
kov and he siecpt very little, in fact, he s-1. he did
Lot o to bed vntil 11.25 a.n , nnd was up again before
4 oo On the San Luis Obispo end of his rua., 1t vas
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his custom 1o go to bed at 7 p.r. and get up 2t 2 an ,
but at Los Aagcles, —here he ould be darinc the t1idle of
the day, 2e would Tet very little sleep Fe A1d nnt feel
thri the Men on theésc runs —zrce obtairing enough rest, aad
gold he wng very tired on the trip on vhich the acoident
ocourred, olthough he had not been napoins ~nd did aot
feel that his lack of adegunte reet had anything to do
vith the occurrence of the accident,

Fireann Sprngler, of troin Yo 7I, strted that has
tr~in approached gicarl 2535 b a speed of osboul 45
r.1les per hour, ~nd just before reaching th~t 31cnnl e
noticed 1t vns disnlayins a yello~ radicaticn ~ad called
1t 12 the cnginewan, "o aprlied the brekes, reducing
trhe speed to acout 15 rmilasg per hour, altaourh the
firensn si1c the opeed ci1ght hove beern zrenter Aaccher
fpolication of the brnkes 7o e after p-.osiar this
sicn~l, which further reduced the speed belicre reaching
the curve on tich the neccident occurred Firenan
Spangler did <ot see a flagziaa, or any ston 31 _n.ls, but
sa1d there a1zat have becn ¢ flagnsn near the Tiar <G
¢l train No. 73, shere he c-uld not hove been sce.. from
the firenan's positizn on the outeade of tie crrve It ~as
also 1'posgible for Firewar Sponpler 1o sco siznel 2521,
due 1o the curve, ~nd hig first ¥no ledge of anythine
vausu~l ras chien the engineran rp.lied the brokes 1a
e ergency ~nd then croecsed over to the fire-na'c gide and
told ham to get off, the ceollision occurring o fou
seconds later. After closing verious velves, tonk valve,
Tirirg valve, ~1r coipressor, etc , the fire-an loolicd at
218 watch A 1t w7az then 2.18 a ni., ~“hich 1indicoted to
%11 that the ~ceideat occurred soout 23 10 =10, and he
estiiatel that the train -og trovelinyr At 2 spoecd »f nt
least 15 niles per houar “hcr the collision ocourred.
Fireran Spangler further stoted that he oould not say
" rether ols troin rhg running atend Sf schedule, ne 1t
vz a2t da~ L the ctalion urntil 2 15 aa , "nt uetil
1t cnne 0 1 slop ~t that point 1t ould bs 115737 10lc
to determine rhethor 1t was aheed nf time, 1n ~ sudsccouent
statewent, rom ver, he 9013 Mg traia vould have nrrived
aceod of tiro 1f the acoident @ ot accurred In s
opilnion, %rerin No 73 should 1mve oeen protccted o ter
32 01 an

Conductor Coviagton, of troin No. 75, stated bthot
vefore departin,, frorn Los Anreles »n the trip Hu -hiich
the accident occurrcd, Lo checked the time at the
staticn and ris wotch w03 thea g1x secoads fast He
sald his orain passed Hadley Tover -u tioe nd traveled at
the raxi it speed of 50 nilcs per hour wntil 16 roached
the £lo~ board near the east end of San Luls Qbispo yard,
Taere steon wns ghut of I, and he s~1d he felt ~n apnlica-
tion of the brakes bLefore roaching sign=l 2625, .hich
reduced the sgpecd to about 15 =i1les per hour, ~nlthough 1t



11ght have been siightly faster Upoa reaching thae
coundhoure, Located anoroxiintely 1,700 fert cast of the
DIINE AL aceidens, epsed rnas furiler reduceld to 10 o1 12

nilep por nowUY Just ~Iter pessing the rouaschouse, he
lonked ot his ratcu, grich shnrred 2 12 an o, anficating
that mis traza —ma on .ire »nd wwonld nnu §top ~% e

oL t1yn Defore 11t -rag due To crrave Yo vna qan1ng

on toe cear platfora of the club cer, ~rith the door open
preparntory in getiing off »t the etation, “hon tac
colligiom ezecurrad and vre opocl raused hia go Tadl,
ALt elso oveTturaed ond o extirouicied gome l1hiterns that
rere on the plotiorn “c micked o oune of these 1 nterns,
li-hted 2%, and noted Lhe 17 to Lo 2 13 a 1. He sald

-

=]
Lrcre were no lond sares by 7oich the speed coulrd be
crecked ~ile cpproaching tic moirh of acoulent, DuT a8
nearly oe -2 could estimiate 24, thoe train “1as traveling
betl een 10 o 1o 11les per rour o3 the btlae of the
accident, which 7. the usunl speed approaching thaect
po1at, and 1l he had ¢ungidcercd the specd sxcessive at
any point 7 shin verd linits, he “ould hev~ sa;nnlled
the enzinemnn teo reduce speed ATtar he 2ccident he
went foroerd nd noticew tonuv gsicmel 2521 a3 burniag
2ad displayicy a ved 1nd1zotien Conductor Covia,ton
sard that 1t - ag 10t momgual for his t—-zin t. arrive
at San Luis Orisno vhile train Fo 73 —az standin, ot
taat poirnt, but in suca cases higs ora trailn hod olooys
been hesded throach yvard track 1 Ec 7as posibive that
tae sccident coul? not haove cccurred ~ny enrlier tnan
2,13 an an on engince of the type 1avelved coul. 2ot
Lanl 13 cara froa Hadley To.cr to the poiant »f accident
1n less thaa 12 =azutes Soncnuctor Coviagton -vas olso
of the 1rprossion that his train and o rigat to Lrc
Tiack at any voint bet reen Halley To rar =1t Sip Luls
Ovuispo nfter 2,01 s.., so long ~s 1t did ant crrive at
t1e statioa before 2.135 a.m rnl sop1d thnl tro11 Ho.

2
S

75 swold have deen protecte” accrrdiacly.

~

Tle gtaterments of Braks an Sondstrol nandt Flaoian
Falecr, of troin o. 73, -were to the effect that thelr
trein —es ovine throush the vard ol abcut lhe asval
Jpeed Then the collision occurred, RBralterr 'n Sandstrom
eslinated the specd a2t the tmie of tre accident at 12
diles per hour, -maile Flagren Folei coald nnt estl ate
1t as he oo not lookin, out st the time, ncicher of
tie1 koe jart tire tao accrdent osceurred.

INC1ne Foreaan Fuoster, -ad vas 1n charge of yard
enginge €60, ~hich was 1n the vic nity of the poiat of
accident ot the tire of 1ts occurrence, staoted that the

cngine ~as vackiag eastonrd or yard track 1 at a speed
of 5 or € miles per hour and vhen 1t recched a point
avout trree car-leagtas cast of s1gnal 3531 ne orserved
train Ne 75 spproachias around the curve aboub seven

or e1ght car—lengibs distant. Realazing tho-t thnt train
o troveling »t a high tate of speed 1n vier of exist-
1ag conditiong, e signalled his encine.ra Lo slop and
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tre engine ras stopped 1m-edintely  He then zot off the
rear footboard, nlomgride the -estbound -ain track, and
rave stop signals w1th Lis while light to the enginenan of
troin Ko, 75, out taese signels apparently were not acted
1poa, ms he noticed no roiuction in the speed of thot train
rnd 1t passed hirm travelling ot a speed of 20 or 25 1les
per Lour. hen the encine passed hir ke saT e eugine-
ran, who apreared to be leanin- slightly out of the window.
Engine Foreaan Foster also sov the flagnan of train Ko,
73 cuving, stop signals mith red and Jhite laghts, Lot
could not state the exact location of thig flaTan, as

his attention wags ceatered on the approaching troin,
neither A41d he know to ~hat extent the rear headlicht

of his engine interfered -71th tae view of the cnginenan of
trnin No. 75, althoizh he was of the opiunion that 1%

would have litlle effect, ag the headlights of vard
engines r> not as oricht ag those of road engl.aes His
en~ine, anrtever, provnbly obstructed tro view of gizual
2931 from the opproncaing trein until the engine of trat
train rassed the point at vhich hie ovn enpine was stapd-
1718 .

Switchrira Newwnn, of engine 2630, stated that he was
riding on trs footooard of tr- terder i1rath Tnglne Forcian
Foster while rounfing the curve on track 1, =nl tvhen ke
nocticed the neacdlight of troin o 75 ke ohounit ihe {rain
vas travzling prettv fagt so he, as vell ag the coaductor,
began giving st.up sionels Tacae sy nnls vere act
ackaovledged by reans of tre enpine ~hisctle, alihouzh he
sav fire flyin; fron the tvhecls tefore tnoe collision
occurred. He thougat his engine was stonding 2woout 400
feet to the rear of troin No 73 ~hen the formward end of
train 75 pnssed him, and he esiir.ated the speed of that
train at thet tive at 25 -i1les per hour.

Ui

Ul

Enninennn Miller, of enmine &4380, stated thet while
o0ving aroun?t he curve 1e sot Lhe reflecuion oF the head-
1izhi of an approaching westhonad train, he redvcel speed,
and on sceins stop sirnels -.vean oy a peiber of his crew,
ne irmedintely troucrht alz ea~i2e 4o a gtop, 2t a porint
approxinctely 335 feet cast of the rear end of train Mo,
73. The head end of train No. 75 sngsed hiir at o gpeed
he estimated to heove beea betreen 20 and 25 arles per hour,
and he sav fire bezin to fly fro.~ the brake shoes of trhat
train and heard the exhaust of thc nar when the two
troins were oaly about one or ore -~ud one-half car-leazths
apart Enrinenarn M11l2r nlan snid vhat the penerator of
218 engine ras cub down so that the headlights vould not
shine too brightly, but he did not knowv ~hether the glare
interfered sr1th the approaching enginenan's vision; there
ias no stean ercaping from his engine, hooever, and hs
also 0214 signel 2531 was displayiang a red indication
both before ané alter the accident.



Fire1~n Telle, of engine 2630, stated thnt he was
s1blia, >n the geailbox on the left 3i1de »f the earime
cuvrin- 1its bagk-up .oove-ent on trock 1, »u7 acn he

action »T a hnadlisht to ards the cnst

observed tre ro C 1

he thrught -t ¢ tire th~l 1t vas o freight troan

e tcriny the yard Fe thcon looked cstowrd ond gar o
flas 'a Thac1ar to »rds h1s8 enranc betuecn the Lo
cata tracks, a4 vhen the fla—-oa oo opposite the cal
e 877 tnet toe flamien ras oiviag siop sigLels Firenan
Vells ecatinated the speel of train ¥ 75 at 15 or 20
'11lc, per bour when 1% razsed his enline, and gnad thot
wren e uoted the tl e, tro or three rminutcg Wter the
collitgion ocourred, his -~ntch shovrad that 1t uos taen

8 15 Lo,

]

Yar® waster fenl was standing ahovt 60 feet eost of
the sbtation on the south side »f Lrain No 73 at the
tiie of the acerdent, ant! vhen 11 occurrcd he 1nnediately
noted the tiae, vnich he gaid vwas o fer seconds nast 2.09
a . At thet fire he 41 not think troin Fo Th as

wi

a

involved, ag 11 vne unusual fHr thet troan to arrive
at tle ztrtiom rrore thon n for geconds aheal ol 1is
scheodule  Broke »a Culw, ho hal arrived cn troain Fo,
73, ctat>l thac he as 22 aig "2y hoie nod hnd renched
2 noint about 300 lfcet fron the poiat o7 nccident 1en

the soual of 1ts acrurrence atir-cted his alteantion, and
unpor cheol 1rz the *tine e fouad 1t as 2.10 a.a. Flagran
Ho1lton, vho alzo aad arrived on train To. 73, gil-oed
that he 7rg 1n the vicinity o1 the station ~hca the
collision ccecurrced, and Mis ;aten shoved the cire to be
exactly 4 10 a.1. JActias Cor Fore-an Dana stated that
walle ingpecting the eguiprent of tr-an No 73, he dis-
covered a gtem- leak under one of 1he cars and ras assist-
1M in 1~king repalrs at the Lute >F the accitent,  hach
he noted as ocourring at 2 10 a.it.

Sirnal lUraintainer Thate stoted that he b tested
sisanls 3881 ord 2535 an 2bout 10 a.1 , on Au-ust 27, ond
that he arazn Leste tae aboutl Malf an hour ~fter ire
occurrcace of the nccadent, ~nd on bot™ oceasions e
fouvnd them to be 1n proper ~orkin: conllition.

Teats c¢com'ucted suorecwnt to tre nccident revealed
tant the cautimn 1a’1cation »f s1-ne1l 3525 could bz sceon
from the engine aa's side of o westhound ensine for a
drytance of aporozinately 900 fect, 2n? ath freicht
crrs stnnding on yvard track 3, sisnal 3631 cnn not be
seen fron the ri_ he side of an cngine approaching from
tie east until the cngine 1s -;athin 377 feet of the
sisnrl, whilzs cars strading on yarl track 1 11t the
view of tlis gign~? from the rigit side of - vest-bound
cogiee lo 210 feet.
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Conclusions

This accident rag carsed 2y the failure »f Enzine-
van § 1th, of trein Wo 75, properly to observe and obey
g17n~l 1nlications, and My hiz feilure to opernte als
train at the reduced reta ol gpeed reguired zi1thia the
yarc li-11ts 2f San Luis Obispo.

Accordin_ to ihe staterentes of Ernginer~n S°1th, he
shut <ff ptea1 in the vicinity ol the yard-liwu+t toard,
1oving, nb a speed of BO miles wer hour, ond pernitted
tae troin to crift until 1t neered siennl 2855, ‘hich
as displayain; a coution indication, and he thoa recuced
the speed to =Lout 15 11les ner hour After passiag whis
sipanal, hc released the brakes, Lut applied then aznin
before reaching gigasl 2531, Due to cars on the 1neide
of the curve, horever, he g unnbdle to sce arouad the
curve, and because hia viev mas also interfered --1th
by the hcadli~ht of a yard engine, he pagsed si~nal
2921 ~-r1thouvt hoving, observed 1ts indication, nnt his
first knos7ledge of an impendin; collision vas vhen he
saw the rear ead of train No 73 only a short ~istnnce
ahead; he i1miediotely apnlied the brrkes i1n coerfency,
Just before thoe collisina cecurred He 7as n arce of the
location of gipgnal 25621 and ghould have broupht w13
train to a stop beforc passiny, this sipnal, Jhich 09
shom oy the evidence, 7ng displayiar a stop indication
Having vade tae stop, Eaginennn Smiuh thea could hnve
proceeded 1n accordonce 1th the proviegroas of oauto-atae
block-s1irnal rule BO8F, 7hich miovides that in Jdcouole-
track territory o train moy, after stepping, procend
v1th caution, not excecdiag 12 miles per hour, ruvle H0C-H
holds an enginetsn enterins na nccupled block respongiole
for accident c-used Ly encounterinz ~ train in the hlock.
It also appearcd that the flamon »f train Fo. 73 s
running tovards the npproachin~ tra'n —wi1virs sLop 31 ncols,
1hieh was corroborated by the fircoon of yard eazlae
256560, ~n that the foreian nnd a s-itemion of Wme yard
€071NE 1 eTe 71V1ng e rergency sitop sirmels fron 2 poiat
& short distonce cast of sipnnl 2521 ) odeouante wenson
appeared for the failvre of Earine1nn 3:11th to obssrve
any of these stlop signals.,

Uncer svccial i1ngtructions contnined in the tire-
table, 1t 1s provided tinal traing met not exceed » speed
of 15 males per hoar 1n San Luls Obispo vard Enriaena
5 1th nlso violated this rule, for he allored Liig trein
to crnter the yard ~o a speed of approriantely L0 1les
per hour, ond gpeel was not raduced to the naxinu per—
»1tvted until the traln approached sifnnl 2525, coasider-
221y rnore thnra a mile 1nside the yar” linits, in faot,
the fireuann stated that the train rag travelins ocoout 45
1les per hour at that time There 18 congider~ble A1fforw
ence in thie estiwwntes of speed of trnin No 75 ot the tine
of the accident, the cror of this traian estuited 1% at
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from 10 to 15 11les per owr, ont the cre- of the yard
¢ngine gaid that the zead end of train No. 75 prssel
thre1r easine at « speed 2f fron 15 to 25 miles per

Pour, an® the floagman of troin N~ 73 stated thet 1% " ns
trrveling about %0 miles ser hour ‘hen tac eczine pnssed
R1im 2t 3 »31nb ~bout four ecnr-leagtus to toe rear of hus
train Train No 73 wis stan ing w1th only the independent
bralke rpplied on the lcaling ensiie, and 1n vizs of the
danage resultine fron the collision, 1t ~rould appear trhat
train No 75 wag travelin- ol 1 hicher rate of speed than
thot ostin~tcd Dy the crev Concuetor Covain-ton should
have renlized thot Mmis train vos (1encly exceollny, ile
specd 11116 1n prssine, throush the vard, an” 1s cubjcct
to c¢criticisn for hiaig [ailure to sce that tnac rales ere
conmnliled r1ith

Considerable attention vos (1ven 1n the investlisntion
of thig accident to tre question of the responsivility of
the condustor ~nd flagan of trnin No 73 1a conacctlon
ith proper protcetion of their train by floag Suaarized
briefty, it spoecarse thet tne conductor »nd {1~ r10n 200 an
arraagencat of thoir omm th-t the flaina —os to start
back to protect, ot n station, at lengt five nanutes prior
to the arriviar, tiae of o follo rany train  In this
particnlar case, th: arranzerment . orkec cut so that the
flar.rn w7ns Just about to start back ~hen he sor- the
neadlight of train o 75, and he w/ns back only v short
distonce tvhen that troin pascel Lis, approzinately five
7inutes ahead of 1ts schedule/™9The arrancerent boet-ecn
the conductor and flapman w03 based upoa Sheir acerstond—
13z of the rule:s The crev of the follo7ing trnin
naturnlly adented the interpretotion of tac rules tant
flag protectiza was recuired araingt their trnia by tha
tiie 1t wrus due out of the lngl stntion “here time vas
shown, wnd o z2irilar 1den secis to hove prevalrled . i1tn
tre bonrd of inguiry orgnnized by the company 14 ¢5110C~
tlon r1th 1ts investipation of this accident Tie 200k
of rales 1n eficct at the tine of thig accident Look
eflect June 105, 1930, and rule 994 of this book of rvles
1N gubstance gays that during stotioin stops the flasca
¢f a trnin carryins passengers will tnke n position aot
lcas than 30 feet opshind the rear of his tr-ia, cxeept
‘hen remquired to jo farther to ~fford protection I a
paphict entitied "Resuie of Irportant Chrnces 1n Rules
rad Repulatisis of the Transporcation Depnrterent,”" 1t 1s
stnted that rule S90A ~pplies nuly 7aen a troin 1s nol
stouped under circuastances in ~hich 1t nay te overtokea,
anl vhen such circuastances o cxist, then rulc 29 "rust
be mmedintely comnlied —+1tb " If 1t 18 inteaded tant
the full provisions of rule 23 should apply to prasenner
trains standin; at staticas rishin yord linits, 1n oloclk-
girnrl territory, and at poiats where tho speed of -1l
troins 1s naterielly restricted, such wntention should
De erpressly oprovaded for in the rulcs,
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There 1s a conegiderable volane of pnssenter traffic
oetreen San Francicco and Lor Anzcles over $lis line, anc
for ~ period of 30 days prior to the doate of thas rcelrent
there 7as o dally avern;e of spproxiintely 21 trvias i
this oo1ut. The direct cruse of tris accileant 'ns the
failure of the enmicenan of trein Yo 75 to sbscrve ond
obey the stop infiecztior of r blork sirmnl  Fe snad that
he hod not mad proper rest prior to stortins on btals trip
an' tant he s very tired TQq’cv1dedce inCi1c~tes thot
118 vicT 71s g0 1©e~hat interfered with L ocnrs ond o syltceh
engine on ailoinine tracks, but even ander theee circur-
stances he approacoel the gtoftion For a coasiderzble (is—
tance at a 1ate of gpeed 1n excess of thet per1tted, and
nccording, to hig orn si-~teumert he did not see the block
signal or the hand si nnls of the flaqian and other
e iployees nesr by. To preveant accidents of this craracier,
autoniatic troin control devices have been developed and
ATe nov 1n usce on gseversl thousand wiles of railrosd,
including a portion of the S~uthern Pacific Lines. The
traffic on the liac whers this accident cccarred, rnd tke
circwlstanccs suiroundins 1%, are rouch that the Snrrier
snould ~1ve carefvl conszideration to the need for
addivicral protection osn this line

The 1nvestigation discloged o lack of uniforzity of
understanding, of the rules vith respeot to flasming arnder
the circuwietonces which existed 2t the tie of toalsg
accident Tris 18 a .ntter wiich should be [1vea pronpt
altention by the carrier.

All oI the c.ployees involved —ere experleqcec. -en,
and at the time of the accident none of theon had been
on duty in violation of -my of the provisionsg of the
hours of gervice law.

Regpectfully cubiitted,
""’ W. P. BORLANT

Director.
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