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I¥ RX INVESTIGATION OF AR ,cCYIDENT mmnommaa
THE LINE OF THE SOUTHZRN PAQIFIQ QOMPARY,
RIVERDALE, OREQOH, AMGOST 20, 193.5;

On August 20, 1915, there wes a head-emi collisiun
tetween w0 ext¥a frefizht trainsg on the line of the Soughern
Paolfio Company nsar Hiverdale, Ore., whioh resulted in tha
death of two empleyess and the injury of one smployees After
investigetion of this aooldent, the Chief of the Divisgion of
Sarety subrits the following reports

The sceldent gacurwred on the Airile Brnach of the
Southern Puolfie Company, whicsh 15 s single $rack line, traina
being operated by time-table and trais orders, whieh are trans-
mitten by delsphone, No form of blesk ayatem 1s in oes

There are two linss of the Soubthern Pasifis Company
fuvolved in thi2 accident, one known ane the Alrile Branch, ex-
tending from Fortlend, Ore., <loni the wesd Baok of the ¥lllae
wette River sculthward throush Jerforson Strset to Oowego, 2
ddstenoce of about elzht nmiles, thenee soutbwestward to 3t.
Joseph, Ores The other line, lImown as the maln line, after
leaving Portland, follows the east bank of the river southward
through Broocklyn to Willshurg Junction, & d4istvance of about 6
miles, where a connection extsuding wastward, about 3 miles in
Jength, connects with the Airlie Branek at Oswego, thus forming
2 loop. Alang this loop are locoted several industrial esidings.

The tralns invelved were extra 215, whioh was making

a round triy betwesn Cochran, Ore., apd Jafferson Street, via
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Oswago, and extra 2130, which was dolny loeal work om the loop
hetween Nrovkliyn and Jafferson Sirset via Quwegos
Extre 2158 was In ocharge of Conduator Grtsehdld and
ogineman Kotthof?, and 1ts work sonsisted of loval switohing
between (ochran, Ore., and Jefforvson Street Station, Portland,
Ore, %The train had esupleted She eastwsrd tyip from Cochran %o
Jofforaon BtTeet, and 14 was on ths rettum Urip that the aoe
eident goourred, Defore leaving Jeffercon Street, the orew
meqﬁwa train order Noe 2058, reading!
"Enpine 2138, run extra Jelffsrmon 8%t., Dapob
to Hillshoro via rde Extpra 2188 wast on fir
trip after three 3 pems has right over extra p194
sast Qewege to Sook."
Extra 2138 weathound left Jefferzon Strest ab 5115 pess and
arrived at Oswego ed 4189 pele From bhet polnt the tralnfma
roculred 5o reburn wmith geveral esrm of logs %o Cemelory, a
sation milway ledween Jafforsen Stresed and Oswego, At whiel
point no gperator is employed, bBubd whieh 4n provided with faocil-
ities whereby trainmen may obtaln ordsrs By delephones To make
thiz movement, they wsure glven train opder No, 272, &% Oswege,
readings
WEngine 8138 run 2xtra Oswege o Cemetary, bHrainw
22:1 3:& ﬂh@iw;gze?:fgm rouy forty-five 4.48 p.m. hove
The trein depsrted from Oswego esasthound at 5158 p.ne
After completlng the wmurk at Gemetery, 3bs train, consisting of
engine 2138, hooking uy and palliing six empty flat ocarns and e
sabuass, departed for Oswego abkout 8120 peme The train had

reaghed & point about one mile west of Cemcbery and was running
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at & speed of abount 15 milss per hour when it eolllded with
oxtre 2130 eaxt at 8120 Do M

Exbra 2130, in charge of Condwator Best and Epgine-
san Gorbets, left Hraoklyn st 5130 puimy, after having regoived
train ordey Hos 266, reading as followns

*Engine 2120 runm exbtys Brockiyn to Jefforson

streot depod, Extra 2130 west on rirat trip after

g;ﬂgsgzﬁ;ﬁm right cver srira 2194 sust Brookly:m
Thiz train procesded scuthward ont the mein line to Willshurg
Jutiotion; themee weetwurdi on the Willatnrg Wranoh to Oswego,
where 1t was to use the Alirlie Branch, from Cewego $o Joffer~
aen Streets. The train left Oswege sasthound st 6100 paita,
englie 2270 dabking wy, sushing the eaboose behind the engine
end pulling a fizt ooy loasded with logas The sraip had pro-
ceedad adout Z.4 miles aastward when i ¢ollided with exirn
2128 west while running at 2 speed ol & oy ¢ miles par hour,

The Leudor of ongline 2138 snkively demolished the
eabooge ear of extrs 21350 and the foree of the collision tewned
englne 2138 pagtly avor on i:in left side.

In tho vieinity of the aceldent the trask follows
the egurss of the Willesxasis River, On the south ia & slope
to the river bank 60 fesd below; on the north Ls an eambenkwment
rising 30 feet atove the track. The nmaoident oaeurred at the
wegt end of a tabgsub 110 foet in length, west of whioh is =
siz-degree surve to tho south, 760 fest iIm lemgblh, Eagt of the
tengent 18 & Yhreeedagres Z0-minute surve ¢ the south 275 foat

in leagth, Approaching the joint of sssldent from either dir-
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sotion the rauge of vision is restrioted o about WO Leet by
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physionl surrousdings. Theo weather ot the time of the wcelw
dent was cleaX,

Ponduotor Ortsehlili, of extra 2138, stuted that when
Mas train wae aboud ready to lecawe Cemetery op the seocnd irip,
he went to the telephons, onllad the dlspatoher and aalg “Fxtrs
5138 w11l be ready G0 leavs Bore in a few nlnates.® The dla-

patohey then made eome inaulry en to what =ork ths sxtya hod b0 -

doe 4t Bhic Junoture the cperator st Sheyweoed, = station about
10 milep eact of Osweps, broke In on the conversatlon wisth the
dispatoher, to gst the complete on a tyalm ordaer. The dise
watohey held some gomversoblon siths the opeystoy at Sherwood
and by tkat vime Conmductor Ortsehilafe train wap rezdy to goe
Be ztates that he then broke in end 3:id to the &lapateher,

"We nre poing adw, ™ wNereupon the flmpatoker replied, ®ALL
Myhh,? Conduetor drbmenild then wend Sc the englae and »o-
posted the ounverzasion widh the Alapataber fo the engineman
wnd gave an Tall riazht™ olgral, and the Srain departed. Cofw
fustoy Ortashild atated Shat Be hed heen condwotor on Shils run
for nearly a mepth and dhat on soeeral gocasions 43 hnd heoen
RadasFary o rotuwn o Jematery o somplete the work, hut the
doy of the sooident wee the first tioe he had not been given a
yeburst orders He also stafed thxt when the dlapetcher sald,
®all eizhd,™ ke bBelieved dbhat the dispadtebsr wonted bis train
%o roturn e Oswego on ize origise) rumping order Ho. 288, +hieh
be lad already ueed in running from Jefferson Street to Oovagoe

tondaclor Orteebild sald that prier to thls coenslon, he had
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never sxecuted u similor movement on & verbal order.

Fagisemon Kotbhoff, of extra 2138, stated that when
Ble drain wme ready to leave Uemotery ag She secsand rip, Cofe
dnstoy Ortnohild game to the engine dand ropeatsd the scnverza-
tion Be had held with tho dispatoher end, from ths "all right®
glven by the dispatoler, he infarved that the dfispatolor in-
tended the ¢rain to wyeturn to Cewogo on ite origlumal omiexs He
stated that when he fivst saw extra 2130, they were about 180
Teat distant and at thnt time his &ratn was yumning at & speed
ef 18 or 20 mile? por houry Ee lmmediately applied the brakes,
But woo upahle o stop wefore the eullision gsooutrred.

Fireuan Prickuon of extrs 2139 stated Shat he heard

the oconversation betwesn Conduator Ortsohild apd Fnginomen Xotite

bor't, ond that Conductor Ortsehild mssid,, "The dispateher wonts

0 get us over o Timber beforo the 18 hours ars uap, snd he says

it 1=z all right to go.*

Train Dispatoher Cantrsll atated that when extra 2138
lett Qumego for Cemetery om the sccond Wrip, Le gave the orew
and oxder to Usmstery only, antiolpating the movensnt of Exfra
2120 and intending to wald until BExtra 2130 kad passod Oametery,
sud them gave the return oxrder to thé senduetor Wy telsphons.
Be ebated that about 6:18 pum., Condustor Ortsobild oalled his
en the telophome from Cemobery and sald thas his traim would be
ready t9 g0 in five minutes; ab that tims the operator at Bhere
wood was glving Blm the sigpatures 0 & teain opder-and hefore

sompleting the order he hepihated 2 momens undsolded whetlher or
not 4o change meeting point, but fimaliy said *all right, no
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more, Sherwood,” He staboed that he then oulled Oswego to as-
esrtain if extra 2130 haa departsd, and while thus engaged he
heard somo ome hang up their regelver. When Oswego answorsd,
the operator reported that Extra 2120 hsd departed at 86100
s e He stated that do then Bad po means of galling Conduetor
Ortasohild, tut when he heard the recefver hung up thought that
Conduactar Ortooklild bhad Been salled away temrorarily and would
return in a fow nimtes and get the order. Be stated nothing
further was heard from Condustor Urtsohild until he called on
the. pufdilo telapbons and reported the aonident, and said *We
overlookesd the transfar sngine.” Dispatohey Gantrell ataded
that he has mever lssuiad verval ovders for train movements or
suthorized an extra t0 maks more bthan owe 4rip on the same
train oxders

Mpineman Corbetd sbabed that the fired fntimation
be had of the approaching train wer whep his Piremon zhoubted to
bim; 2t that time the tyains wore adowd 2 ear lengbths aparts
He imrediately applied the hrakes and reverssd the engine, bdub
was unable o stop his train hefore the sesident coourred. He
estinates the speed of his train to have besn about 8 miles per
tour when the sollision oecurrsds Re stated that the cabtoose
was baing pushed ahesd of the engine at the Airsotion of Cone
dashtor Best, in order to save dwitoehing at Jeffarsom Strraed,

This aceident was gsused by an extra train rununing oa
tho main Brack without being authorized to do so by train order, |
for whisck Condustor Ortsahili ond Euginesun Eottholf are respon~ i
sidble. f
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Qeieral Bules 97, 108 and 203 of the Southern Faolfis
Compeny yend sa followms '

9%, Exire traine must 5ot Ge run without orders
oxders from the Superintendents

3108: Messpges or orievs the mveansnt
or siod, S L AT R
e In writing.

803 Tor zovements not provided for by Simetable,
trein orders will be ismed by suthoriiy and orvey the

ture of the train alspateher, mast sondaln

her fafermation mox fustrustions ssaential % -
2107 ROTERIRtS,

They mast be brist and olear; is the pre-
sorided for:s when appifiseabile; and sithout srusuare,
alssradicon or iaterl S0

Under thess rules oxira 5156 should mot kave loft Camebery withe
aut having written tyaln cxders ia the presgribed form.

The statemsuta of Oonductor Orteshild and Bnginemsn
Eottkoft iullonte thet they 414 sot overlosk the faot $8at tShey
had 8o orders, bub thed Shey aszumned tho ALY right® vhioh wus
glven them by the dispatoher, was authority for them toO progeed.
Their statements alzo indionts that they wers etmversant with
the sulas apnd $hat no pracstlee or sustom exfated upon wlich %o
base sueh an ssoumption. Agcidents sneh az this ave bound o
sooar s0 loog a8 employecs violute and dlarsgard zales snd pog-
ulations whiek are provided for thely safety.

Condustor Ortsahlild entered She cerviss of the Soudhern

Paoirie Company Juze 9, 1500, and weo promoted $0 sanductor Decme~

Ber 20, 1912, ¥Enginemen Lotiloff enbered the aervios of the
Southern Paoifio Campnuy se fireman Hay 14, 1904, snd wae pro-

moted to enginemen Dacember 2L, 1U12, MMW%M;H
hours snd 25 mimates vhen She acoldent gecurreds
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