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IK 1£ mVESTIGATIOM OF AS ACCID^T WHICH OCGUHS&3 OS 
THK LXftS OF m SOUTHS ? A O m O SSKPJ&ST. SEAB 

aiVERfiALS, OHIOOH, JEm03i* HOy 191B* 

On August SO, 1913, th«re was a fcead>end collision 
between two extra freight trains on the line of tho goughora 
Pacific oespaay near Sivcrdala, Ore., whioh resulted In the 
death of tm employees and tho injury of one employee* After 
investigation of this accident, tho Chief of the Division of 
Safety submits the following report! 

The aooidont occurred on the Airlic Branch of tho 
•Southern Paoiflo Company, whioh la a single traofe line, trains 
being operated by tlae-t&hle and train orders, whioh are trans­
mitted by telephone* Ho form of blee& aysbea is in ase* 

There are two lines of the Southern Pacific Coapany 
involved in this accident, one knot&n as &ae Airlie Branch, ex­
tending from Portland, Ore., <ilong the woat bank of the ̂ illa* 
mette Siver southward through <F«fr©r&oa Street to aswsgo* a 
distance of about eight milcm, thence aouthweatmrd to St* 
Joseph, Ore* The other lino, fcnovm as tho sain line, after 
leaving Portland, follow® th© east bank of the river southward 
through Brooklyn to Willsburg Junction, * distance of about 6 
miles* where a connection extending westmrdj about 3 alien In 
length, oonnecta with the Airlio Branch at Oswego, thus foxtsing 
a loop* Along this loop are located several Industrial sidings* 

Tho trains involved ̂ cre extra S13S, which was asking 
a round trip between Cochran, Ore*, and Jefferson Street, via 



Oswego, and extra si30, which was doing local work oa too loop 
hetwoen Brooklyn and Jefferson Street via Oawe^o* 

Extra 3138 was In ehargs of Conductor Orts child and 
X-fcginesaan Kottfcoff, ana Its work consisted of local switching 
between Cochran, Ore*, and Jefferson Street atatlong Portland, 
Ore* The train had completed tho oasttyard trip from Goohran to 
Jefferson Street, and it was on the return trip that the so** 
cident occurred* Before leaving Jefferson Street, tho crew 
received train order Ho* reading; 

"Ifcgine run extra Jefferson St*» Depot, to HiUsboro via Tigard* Extra 813© wast on first trip after three 3 p.cu has right over extra £104 
cast Oswego to 0oo3t«* 

Extra 3128 westbound loft Jefferson Street at 3s IS p*a» and 
arrived at Oswego at 4t 80 p.za* Trom that point the trails 
required to return with ssvoral oars of logs to Cemetery, a 
station midway hot̂ een Jefferson Street and Oswego, at whioh 
point no operator is employed, hut which is provided srlbh facil­
ities thereby trainmen isay obtain orders by telephone* To nsko 
this usovemsnt, they mtm gives train order So* 27£, at Oswego, 
reading! 

"Engine 8138 run extra Oswego to Cemetery, trains due at Oswego before four forty«*flve 4*46 p*n* have arrived and left*" 
The train departed from Oswego eastbound at 5* IS 

After oeigpletihg the mxk at Oenatery» the train* eonslatiJig of 
engine S138, backing up and pulling six empty flat oars and a 
caboose, departed for Oswego about 6*20 p*m» The train had 
reached a point about one mile west of Cemetery and was running 



at a speed or about 15 miles per bour when it collided with 
extra ̂ 130 oast at d i s s p» m* 

Extra £130* in sbarge of Conductor Boot and Engine-
aaa Corbett, left Sroo&lyn at 5* SO after Having reoalved 
train order Ho* 236, reading aa followai 

•Baglne 2180 run *xtm Broohlrn to Jeffareon street depot* 2a$ra S1S0 want oa first trip after 
4100 p*a* has right over extra 3194 oast Brooklyn 
to Oswego** 

fhia train proceeded southward oa tho aaia line to willsbura 
Junction; theaee aeetuard on the Willsborg branch to Osw*go, 
where It was to use tho Alrlio Breach* froa Oew&o to Coffer-
son Street* Tho train left Oswego eastbound at 61 oo p*»« , 
engine £130 feaJfciag up, pushing tho caboose behind the engine 
and palling a flat car loaded with logs* The train had pro* 
seeded about 3*4 dice, eact«nrd vhen it collided with extra 
212© west s/hile running at a speed of 6 or 9 alles per hour* 

tho tender of angina entirely denollsbcd tho 
caboose car of extra SISfl and tn® force of the collision tanned 
©nglae £13€ partly over on its left aide* 

Xn the vicinity of the accident th© traofc follows 
the course of the Willai&ettfl Biver* On tho south ia a slope 
to the river bank 60 feet below** oa tho north Is sa embenteient 
rising 30 feet shove the trae&* The aooidont occurred at tho 
west and of a tangent 110 foot in length* vest of which is a 
sia-degree curve to th© south, ?60 foot in length* East of the 
tangent is at three~degr@e ̂ o-ainuts curve to the south 2̂ 5 feet 
in length* Approaching the ;?oint of accident froa either dir~ 
eotloa the range of vision is restricted to about 850 root by 



physical aurroundin&s* $ha matter at tha time af tha aeot*» 
dent wa& clear* 

ftoaduetor 0rbsehildf af extra 2138* stated that whan 
his train was <?hont ready to leave Cemetery on the second trip, 
he went to tho telephone, called tho dispatcher and sold *£atra 
8138 will he ready to leavo hero in a few niantes** Tho dls* 
$atab**» then made sosse inquiry as to ai&t sterfe the e%tra bad to -
do* At thia Juncture the operator at ©bwrvtoed*. a station about 
10 alios eaiet of Oswego, broke in on tho conversation s&bh the 
dispatcher, to gat tho complete on a trala order* fho dla«* 
;atsher held soae conversation *ibfc tho operator at Sherwood 
asd by that time Oondnotor Orts©hildfe train me ready to go* 
fie ataten tbst he then broke ia and said to tbe dispatcher, 
*We arc going now,* v.aereupon tho dispatcher replied, *A11 
ri^ht*" oon&uoter Ortaohil4 thorn ̂ eut to tho engine and re­
pealed the conversation with tho dispatcher to tho eaataeaaa 
and gave an *all ri^ht* signal, and the train departed* Con­
ductor Ortaohild stated that he had boon oondnotor on this run 
for nearly a month and that on several occasions it had boea 
neesssary to return to Ocm«?tery to complete tho work, but tho 
day of the accident me tho first bias ho had not been tlvon a 
return order* So aXoo stated that when the dispatcher said* 
•all right,w he believed that the dispatcher wanted his train 
to return to Oswego on ios original running order Bo* see , ĥion 
no had already used in r&asing from Jefferson Street to oswngo* 
Oondnotor Orbschild said that prior to this occasion, he had 



never eseouted a eiailar movement en a verbal order* 
SUgineman Xotthoff, of extra 313©, state* tbat when 

61a traia $aa ready to leave Ceastery am aha aoooad trip, Con* 
duotor Qrteablld oaao to tho engine aad repeated tao converse-
tioa he had hold oith tho dispatcher aad, m m the *aU right* 
given by tho diapatoherf ho inferred that the diepatohor in* 
tasded the train to return to Oswego on its original order* So 
stated tbat when he first saw extra S130t they were about ISO 
foot distant and at that time his train was rttania& at a spoon 
of IS or £0 miles per hour* So inaesaiatoiy applied tao brakes, 
but van unable to stop before tho collision occurred* 

Fireman Srie&soa of extra £139 stated that ho heard 
tho oonversation betimon Conductor Ortsohild and Eagiamaai Kott* 
hoff, and that Conductor Orteohild said,, "The dispatcher $ant* 
to got us over to tjj&her before tho 1ft hours are up, and he says 
it ia all right to go** 

Train Dispatcher Oantrsli stated that when extra 813© 
loft Oswego for Cemetery on tho second trip, he save tho arew 
and order to Osnstery only, anticipating the aoveaea* or Istra 
2130 and intending to wait until Extra 2130 had passed Oeaetery* 
and then gave tho return order to tho oonduotor ay telephone* 
Bo stated that about 6c18 p«m»* Oonduotor Ortsoaiid eallad hia 
on tho telephone from Cejaetery and said that his traia ̂ sould be 
ready to so ia five minutes; at that ti&e tho operator at Sher­
wood was giving him tho signatures to a train order and before 
eoj^pleting the order he hesitated a nonont undaoided whether or 
not to ehange nesting point, but finally said "all right, no 



more, Shemood** So stat«4 that ae than sailed Oswego to aa* 
certain if extra 8130 had departed, end while thus engaged he 
heard sane one hang up their rseeiver. When Oswego answered, 
the operator reported that Sstra 8130 had departed: at Oioo 
p* a. fie stated that he then had no nsaas of sailing oondnator 
Ortsohildt hut when he heard the receiver hung up thought that 
conductor Ortsohild had heon sailed auegr tearorarily and would 
return in a few niantas and got tho order* So stated nothing 
further waa heard froa Coadustor Ortsohild until ho eslied on 
the public telephone and reported the aosident, and said *Wo 
overlooked tho transfer engino** Dispatcher Oantroll statod 
that ho has never issued verbal orders for train ©ovoments or 
authorised an extra to mak& sore than one trip on the mam 
train order* 

&&glnenan Oorhett stated that the first intimation 
ho had of tho approaohing train ms ishen his firemen shouted to 
hint at that time the trains were about & oar lengths apart* 
Be issaedlateiy applied tho brakes and reversed the engine, hut 
^as unable to stop his train before the aoeidont occurred* So 
ostisatss tho spoon of his train to have boon about 3 alias per 
hour when tho ooUlaion occurred* fie statod that the eaboose 
urns being pushed ahead of tho engine at tho direction of Con­
ductor Bast, in order to save switefeing at Jefferson Street* 

this aooidont Has oaused by an extra train running oa 
tho main trae& without being authorised to do so by train order, 
for whioh Cenduotor Ortsohild <md Inginonan Eotthoff are reupoa-
sible* 



Qenerai auiaa t IM aa* m «r tne southern ta«m* 
geapany wad aa feiieess 

«fV Extra trains anat mat be c m without ardors 
orders fros the Superintendent* 

108* Messages or orders reepectlug the aovaaeat 
of trains or tne eoadltioa of traek or bridge* mot 
00 in writing* 

301* for aoveaente not provided for by tiae table* 
train orders ail! bo loaned by authority and oror tna 
signature of tne train dispatcher* Taey aaat contain 
neither information nor instructions not easonftieA ta 
snob aoroasats* 

$fcey oast bo brief and clear* ta tna pro* 
scribed forss when applicable; sad without erasure* 
alteration or interlineation* 

Under these rales extra 3156 should not hare loft geaetory ̂ tfc-
out having written trala ardors la the prescribed foxsu 

the statoaoata of Conductor Ortsohlid and mgiaenaa 
Kettaoff indicate that they did not overlook tho fact that they 
had no orders* bat that they asmoaad tho "All right* »hich tma 
given thea by the dispatcher* aas authority for Vbm to proceed, 
thoir statements also iadioato that they were ooaveroant aita 
tho rules and that so practice or eastern agisted upon salon to 
base sneh an assumption* Accidents aaoh oo this are bound to 
occur so long as eaplayoeo violate sad dloraaard rules and reg­
ulations which are provided for their safety*; 

Conductor Ortsohlid oatorod the service of the Southern 
Pacific Conpaay lane 9* 130$. and ma pranated to conductor Doooa^ 
bar SO* 191S* gagtwoaaa Eotthoff entered the service af tbo 
Southern Pacific Company as fireman Hay 14> 1904* and waa pro* 
noted to engiaaaaa Seeeaber tet 161s* faey had been oa duty IS 

f 
houro «&& as minutes ̂ hen the aooidont occurred* 


