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FOR IBFORMATION.

Harswith i3 oiroulated & report prepared by

the Chisf ¢f the Division of 3afely regarding eseldent
whioh coourred on the lins of the Southern Pacifia Oome

pany 8% Ozwego, %m. on May -} 1918.
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On Msy 31, 1918 there wak & neadeond collislan Gee
twosn two Lreight trezins on the line o the Southern “aoiflg
Sempany ot (svege, Ore,, whieh resvlted in the desth of one
employee and the injury of three employees, . flcr investi~
gation, the Chief of the Buresu of Safeiy repcrta Le follows:

thet port of the fJewberg Drunoh of Lae southern
Paolific Company, vpon whish this zceident tcasurred, extends
between Oswego, Ore., and Joek, Ure., & dletonce of J.8 mlles,
It ia & single-trask 1ins, snd treins are operated by both
stean snd elegtric power. Truln movemenis are governed by
time-table wnd trair ordern, no blosk system delng in use,

In the vicinity of the accident Lue truck follows
the north alde of Oswege Lake and ia made ap of » series of
gurves, aApproadhing the point of aceldent from Lthe eumt
there is & z° eurve 0 the rizght, 1,400 feet long, then 678
feet 0f tangent track, then a 4° curve %o tho left,l, 844 Peet
long, the mceldent cogurring sbout 1,600 feet in on thim eurve,
Appresghing the voint of aseident i{rom the west there ls a aa
gurve to the left, 821 feet long, them 63 feet of tangent
traek, leading 0 the surve on wnlch the aceidsnt egourred.
Progesding westward from Oawego toward the point of usclident,
the grede iy asoonding sbout (015 for apprexiuctsly one miley
1% is then .Z: ascending for 2,600 feet, then level for 150
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foet o the point of scoldent. Approachlny Irem the weat the
grode is level for s dlstunce of &,600 feet, we o o dense
growth of tlmber on both siden of tho traak, the range of viaslen
approaghing frem the weat io restricted to about 600 feet and
approsching from the east i% ia restricted %o about 00 fest,
The agcident vecurred in 8 cubt sbout 1,2C0 feet long. he
walls of the gut ere from 10 to 30 feet »ligh.

Zaptbound logsl freigit traln ¥o., 334, en route from
Ha¥imaville, Ore. %0 Poxtlend, Gre., vis the West plde Zranch
to Baaverton, Tigard dranch %0 Cook, wnd Wewbarg Braneh frem
ook to wilwmomia, qonaisted of 30 losded surs, 5 enyty oorm
and paboose, hauled by losomotive 291l, in ehsrpe of Cenduster
Diokie ani Zogineman Inight, This trein left liclinnville at
10,19 pem,, Hay 508k, 4% Beaverton the crew vegelved irsin
order Mo, 226, resding s follows:

Ho. 254 sng 2911 has yight over Xo, 231 Boaverion
‘o OBwego.

Sy %ime table olusaification train 251 is superior by diregtlen
to train 234, Order 2826 teagporarily suspended the timo table
plesgifisntion ana}ggva traln Bo. 234 rights over & seobtion of
tzaok ¢ver whioh tradn 231 did not rans On arrivel of slestri
paasengsr train Ne. 38D ab Jook, train No, 234 left that stabio
sbout 10.8% s.m. &nd had reached n point sbout 2,2 miles eaut
¢! Cuvek, the junction point of the Hewberg and Tigard EBrenches,
when 1t gollided with train Be, 241,

depthomad loesl ifreight truin Pe, 231 consisted of

losemotive 2B12, two loaded cars, one sampty ousr and eeboose and
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was en reute irom Sroeklyn Ysrd, -ortlond, Ore., %@ Jorvullle,
Oree,, ¥la "ilsonla und the Bewberpg Srsnch, und was 1ln charge
ol Zondustor Fredlerleleorn znd ‘nginemsn Juvis, Before leav=
ing Portland the orew received truin order We., 288, gquoted
&BOVe, The tyain left Rrveklyn Yord ot 9,48 o, following
plectria puasenyor tralin Ho, 385 from Wilsonje to Opwego, ar=
rlving &t Oawege &% about 10,16 a.m. At OSwege the trein had
4o walt from five $0 seven minutse before folleowing train Je,
£68, during whioh time the oorductor and engineman chegked ibe
trein resister togather, The traln then left (awego st 10,23
Ba2,, Overlovking ovder Mo, 226, and ot 10.30 a.m., while
rapning 4% & gpeed eatimated to huve baen sbout 20 mileas pex
hour, collided with train Ho, 254 2t u peind sbout 1,6 milew
wegt pf Oewega, IFnginemun Enight, o7 looomotive 2911, wus
inetantly Ellled end the fireman und conduetor of %rain 234
were alizihtly injured, “nglneman Davie and Fiveman Oskes of
lecomotive E512 were seriously ivjiured, The furee of the
eollision refeed the {ront enle of both locomotives, the
amokebox of loeowotive 2911l bel g telesooped by the front end
ef locoomotive 8018, The left aeylinders und frame of logomo=
tive 201% wers broken off bagk to the front drivers, the rear
drivers remulning on the track. The eod wen demolished, the
tank Truse woe broken in two and the trucks bunched near the
reay end of the locomotive, The firet oar in traim No. 231

¢ene to rewd on top of the teniler and wes p@uatisally destroyed

Locomotive %2811 we goneidersbly dameged; 1ihe rear irivers



PY ®
-l

rempined on the treck, Wut ths btank w8 thrown t¢ the i Lt
of the truck, its frume znd trugke jamwed together cloge to
the resr of the buller, and the vad wea bedly damaged, In
train No, 234 the firet inree gurs were piled on tep of the tru
and frame oI the tank; 5 box osr immedlubely behind the looo-
mnotive was desolished and the front truake of the second gur
were dersilesd, Two empty oil ftanke vond 2 flut o8F were dse
malished, one ¢ar of lumber wss derailed but stood upright
and another eur of lumber had ite forward trucks derailed.
The weathar at the time wim olear,

bDue to the severe Injurles susialned dy Enginesmun
Davia, of train 831, and hie removal to & hospital after the
sogident, his statements oould not be obtieined =t the investi-
gation held|to dstermine tne cause of thies acoident.

Condunotor Frederiakeon, of $raln 231, stated that his
troin left RBrocklyn at 9,46 a.m,, after reeeliving order o, 226
glving truin No, 23 rights over hie trein from Deaverton to
Ogwego, togother with a4 olearance pard, and thet he nnderstoecd
the order, He stated thet 1%t 18 not custonary for the cone
duotor %o resd the srders 0 the engineman, but that he dow
livered the cyders in rerson to hils and oomnenied on them and
theo englneman raplled thet ne underst. od them. Lifter readw
ing the osrders, the «nlneman handed them to tiee (ireman, and
the fireman later sald tnaut the sngineman had showed hin the
grders a4 that ue underatosd them, 'The conduotor d4id not han
the orders to tre brakeman, but left{ them on the desk in the
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caboose, us waB his usuval vustom] he cdmitted i% wue his
duty te akow the orders %o all members of the srew, bul the
brokemsn were busy, with other work and did not leok at tiem,
Arriving at Uawepe, VYhey recolived s clear train order signsl,
»ud were dokeined sbout b minutes waiting for 10 minmutes Bouce
interval on elegtrie train Bo, 368, ~hich they hed fellowed
fronw Silsonis and were to follow from Gewego, LU thie polns
the gondustor and énginessn cheoked the traln rogister with
thelr time-table sgainet first cluse ireins, bul the conductor
414 not wske oud & reglegter check on account ol the cngineman
velng with him. hen cheskinr the reglater, it 414 not vccur
%o them that train 23 wmse not om the wogleter, The cvonduogtor
gave 88 u reason for overlooking trazinm He, 234 the fagt that
1t ususlly arrives et 3rooklyn aud i9 into elewr for them bew
fore thoy lesve thers, and when maln line trains are on tire
they usually reegeive nothling but u clearsnee osrd at Broeklyni
orders reversing the rights of these trelns ere ususlly re-
ceived &1 Uvwepe, The sonductor ssid that, striotly spasking,
order 5o, £26 shedd nave given train Ho, 234 rights over their

traln "from Ceek te {swegoe," ingitsad of "from Seaverton te
Gawego, " a8 hls trsin aid not run 1o Seaverton, and thought
tho order srould have beem put out »t Oswege, in whish gase he
did not think they would have overlooked it. His trein left
Uawegd &t 10.23 se. de esbinmted fhelr speed at B0 milew
por hour and ctated that the uir brakes were operstive, but
did net notioe thelr application bofore the sccident.
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Piremsn Oukes of train No. 221 stated that ald
Zreoklyn Bngineman Juvie psve him the orders and tned he resd
and underatood them, At Vuwego the engineman left the englne
uend with the oondupdor ohecked the train ragister, then re-
tarned to the ongine and t0ld ki pe .id not get s regivter
ghegk, on socount of beiny in there with the ceonductory the
engineman $0ld him all traims hed srrived and departed, then
asked him 1P he wanted & regloter eheck, the firemsn replying:
¥Ro, thut is all right with we, if you cheorsd tne Tegleter,
thet 1 211 that i3 neceagary,” Mg fireman gald it is ouss
temary for the engineman %0 read the osrders/and then ask tae
fireman 1f they sre unsersiood by nlw} in tiiyg case he dld
not remembar this belng done, bui Le understocd that 254 had
righta over them to Oswego, He esgtlasted their spced at
1 fteen or alghtoen miles rer hour and 4id »ot asee trsin B34
antil just befere the aolliision,

Head Brakeman Thompson ¢f train ¥o, 231 stated that
he should have waked %0 sed the crdors after the conductor
bad ohedred the register st Oswego, e estlsated thelr
spoed at about RO miles ger sour mnd did not obaerve any spe
pliocation vf the alr brakes before the augolient.

Bprakemarn bell, of train fe, B:1, stated that he
Enew the rules reguire him to wee the orders ans the oconduge
tor vaually hande blm the arders) at urooklyn he did not usk

the oondngtor to mes trem and sssumned that foey hed 5 glearsno
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and the fact that they unuslly received & clearance enly,
5t that place, wes partly toe reasgoen e Overlooked Lhe orders.
after the n:oldent he found tce ordere lying om the condugtor's
denk in the osboome, the clearance osrpd among them, with order
¥o. 236 noted thereon. Brekeman sell stuted that at Brogke
1ym an air brake teat wag wede snd the alr brakes worked sate
lafeotorily and the traln wus not scparstec aftser leaving there
He eatirated their spesd 2t sbont 20 mlles per howr and did
190% notise an applieation of the brskes before tine ugoldent,

Aear Brakeman Cnlp, of traln Ho. 231, stuted that
the oondugtor usunlly shows the urders to the tralmmen, either
hapding them $0 them in peraon, Or devesitlng them on either
the deak or table In the caboome; Hut ths brakeuan mede ne
effort to see the orders out of Brooklyn, &lthough he updeére
stood that it woe iy daty to do 80, e -mg aitting ot the
teble in the vsboose before the muolient, vatimiated tne apeed
atebout 20 miles per hour apd did wuot cbserve any appliagction
of the air brakes bhefore the collieion,

Firesen Zrickson of traluo lo., 234 stoated that it
Beaverton ke saw the order giving his train righte orer trainm
2314 they were rumnlng at o speed of zbous 20 miles per houx
when the engineman saw the oppesing train about five sar lengths
eway apd lmmedlistely applied the emergency ani reversed the
engine, In hiz opinion the nir brakes were in goed gondition,

Hewd Brakeman 3Zsrls of train B34 staited thut his
arew had a oopy of order He, 2265 re wud riding on the englne
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~nd estimuted the epeed &t sbout 206 siles per hounri the ene
gine was working stesm, He ssw train Xo. 231 spprouching
when not over 40D feet awsy und the englneman shut off steam
and sppiled the sir, The alr brekes wore apparently taking
hold in good ahape,

Rear Brukemen Burten of train Weo, 2354 etetaed that
the braies appeared to hold all right, e wud riding in the
pupole 0f the esboose ot the time of the acolident mnd noticed
an appliention of tne brakea in emergenc  Just before the
avllision, e estimated the apeed st 20 miles pex hour,

Phis sceldent was csused by tue fullare of Ingine-
wan savie and Jondugtor Trederickson to kold their tralnm at
Coawego until the arrivel of train Ho, 204, &8 required by tralr
order He, 226, Hule 762 of the wouthern Teacifis Company reads
us followa:

Conduetora and englnemen sre regquired to show

their traiw oryders to the brokemen und firemen who

mupt read snd return them, snd, zhonld there be

cccasion 1o de eo, they will ramind the gonducior

or enginemen of their contents. Conduotors must

not verbally inform evnginemen of the conients of

train ordera, but should obtuln from them sn wadere

gtunding of xll trein ovders resirioviing their righte,

i# prectiemsble, before they are soted upon,
Sonductor fredeyioison violuted thie rule, Had the rule been
gbagrved, the sooldént might Lave baen preventedi. The thyee
brakemen were negligent in thelr duty for lewving the inltisl
termiral and worklng rert wuy over the division without any
knowledge g to the ordera affseting thelr train,

Zule Mo, 838 provides as follows;
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Train roglisters will be yrovided at stationa

deglpgnzted on the time«~tuable, The inforastion

galled for must be properly inscribed thereon by

those soting in the ocapaolty of eonducter, unlesd

relleved of wangh duty by rule ¢r traln order, in

whioch omse registering tiokets, rform 2042, ney be

accapted by operator, who will persenzily cortify

to the registering. ﬁn%inemnn, before leaving

reglater stutions, except tie Initial point of

their run, will require from the conduoter o mem-

orandum on preseribed form enowing the numberw of

all supexier tralne, and stuting he has chooked

the regiater and that they have all srrived or de~

ported, as the csge .ay be,
although the eondugtdr and engineman of truls Ho, B51 pere
sonally cheaked the traln regiater st Onwego, they failed
t0 note that traim Fo. 234 hed not arrived, Both violated
the rule, Huad the reguler form of traln register cheok been
mnde out, the fmet that trein No. 234 hud noi sryived would
have been diseovered, There can b8 no excuze for Bush guree
lessness in train operstion «o was ovidoneed 1ln thie snae,
particnlarly on the pert of the conduetor and englmeman, who
ware dlireatly vemaponsible for tne snfoby of thelr train, \

The irvestigatlon developed the faoet that no block

signnl system 1s uwed between Oawego uznd Cook., 'The traek
between theme stationw consists of meny ourves and guils, the
right of way being hordered by conaiderable timber growth,
ihe time table showa that 18 traine run between Cewege and
Cook between the houre of 7.1 G0 608 T80 pels  APpProe
pristion for the installstion of putesstie hlock signals west
ol Vswego wus resently granted, btut in view of the deneity of

traffio and existing curveture, it is believed that a manusl



LD

blook systen hetween Omwezo snd Cook should be wed until

the autoratlio eignele ore insballed,
“neingmuen Davis had beon smployed as engineman

ginee June, 1805, Jonduebor Prederiusgson nud been smployed

ag conductor For nine years,
at the tilme ol the pootdent the arsw had baen on

duty lems than two hours, Tellowing 13 hours off duty.

RUL



July 29, 1818,
Aitchlson, No. 88.

FOHORAIDL, 10 COoTITYI T R e CIIORD

I kave yours of today circulcting a report rronossd by
the Chief of the Tivision of Safet¥y regerding an accldent
which occurrcd on the line of the Sovthern TFecific at Oswego,
Oregon, on lay 31, 1918.

while I was a member of the Oregon Cormrilssion s similar
accldent toolc plsce at almost the ssee spot. The result gas
that the Commlssion recommended very strongly thet sutomatic
block sirnals be In<talled upon thls whole line. The state
cormission was given to understend, in writing, by the Southern
Pacific Company, thal this would be done. I belleve a division
superintendent got in trouble for meliins thic st-lerent to
the Corission. However, 1t wis a fact whicr I believe will
be substantizted by the records thit lbhe Oregon Cormlsslion
in wrlitine recormiended the 2mstallatlon of blocl siznals such
as this roport indleccotes would rzve avoided this accadent.

As vou lmnow, I have not heem 2 menber of the Oregon Zommis-
sion for more than two years. The recormiend-tion thercfore
is an old one. It rvas being pressed by the Orezon Coriaiss-on wh
I left the service.

Under the circuwmst-nces I thind the Diviclon of Safety
ought to lool inio thais phase of the situ tion and its report
should attach the blame irporlially where it elonss. T

believe thare ig a crimlnsl nerlect upon the part of the
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Southern Tacific Compeny in f~1ling to install automatic block

. gignals uron the line between COswego and Coolz, and that this
Comirigssion should so find end stats.

Altchison.

ce to other Bormissloners for informotion.



