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On M&y 31, 19X8 there waa & head*eud collision be­
tween two freight tr&ine en the lino Q£ the southern koifie 
Ooffipany at 0®"aeget Ore*, <*iah resulted in the death of one 
employee and the Injury ef three employees* j.f tee investi­
gation, the Chief of the Bureau of Safety reports ue follows; 

ilhet part of the flewberg Brunqh of tne southern 
Pacific OoKpany, upon whloh tftle aooidaat ooourred, extenla 
between Oswego, Ore*, and Oootc, Ore,, & distance of 3,8 nil lea* 
I t is a singla-traclc line, and trains are operated by both 
stem and •leatrio power» Train sovementa are governed by 
tlraa-table and train orders, no bio ok ays tarn being in use* 

In tha vicinity of the aool dent zti® traok follows 
the north aide of Oswege Lake and is mode up of u series of 
uurvea, Approaching the point of accident from the «ast 
there is a curve to the right, 1,400 feet long, then 678 
feet of tangent traok, then a 4° eorve to the l©ft,l,844 feet 
long, the feoolsient occurring &bout 1,500 feet in on this curve, 

o 
Appro&ohing the point of aeeldent from the west there Is a 2 
curve to the l e f t , 821 feet long, then d&3 feet of tangent 
traok, leading to the ourve on wnlea the aeeldent oeourred* 
^rooeedlng westward from Oswege toward the point of avoidant, 
the grade is ascending about «01^ for approximately one stiles 
It la then » ^ asoending for 8,600 feet, then level for ISO 



fest to the point ox aueldent* Ajproaehlnj.: from th« ^©st the 

g*ate IS I I T » L for & distance of b v&00 foot* >ue to & DSNS© 

growth of timber on both side® of the track, the range OF vision 
approaching from the wsst is rsstrlotsd TO about tiOO feet AND, 

approaching tern tha oast I T I S restricted to ABOUT 360 feat* 
The aeeident OAOURRED in a OUT aseut 1,&O0 feet LONG* The 

walla of THE out are from 10 to 30 feet »>igh. 
Sastbo&ND loeal freight train lo, £34 1 en ROUTE FRSAA 

KaMlnsvllle, Ore. ta PORTLAND, ore., via the «s»t Bide sranah 
to Seavertoii, Zigard. Branch to cook, und Kewberg araneh from 
Ooafc to till&enla, oonalsted of 30 loaded e&re, 5 esst'ty oara 

and oabooee, hauled by LEOSAETLVS 2911, I N aharge of cenduetor 
MoJtie and Soglnsjean Knight* ihie train left MoKimville at 
10* 1& p»st», May 30ttu AT Beavertsn the crew resolved train 
order la* £36, reading aa followsi 

Hs» S3* eng £911 has right over S«» £31 Ue&Yerton 
TA Oswego. 

3y time table olnsslfLEATION train 251 is GUPERIOR by direction 
TA train 234. Order M temporarily 3 us vended the tlmo table 
ol&BBIFIAATIORJ and/gave train Ha# 234 rights over & SECTION of 
traofc OVER WHIOH train 2&X DID NOT M A * Oa arrival OF eleetrl 
passenger train US* 3b6 at aoek, trato F?0. left THAT statie: 
about 10«8£ A . M . aad had RE&ehed «. point about g.e miles east 
of Bosk, the Sanation UOLNT OF THE $ewborg and TIgard Br&nohs*, 
wasn I T oallldsd WITH train ie, 231. 

Westboand looal freight TRAIN its. 231 constated of 
Isssstotive £512, two loaded oarp, ON® «wtpty oar and eaboose sad 



»3» 

mm m rente iro® -iroeklyn Yard, *orfcl&&4, Ore*, to OorrsOlis* 
0*s>«« tla ^ilsenla and the Sewberg Braneh, and was In eharge 
af Conductor Freasriekean end ifêglnajsaxi jtevls* Before laav-* 
injj Portland, the arew resolved train order tie* elated 
above. The train left Brooklyn &rd at 9*46 a«aw, following 
sloes tries pus1? sapor train fe* 365 fttm Wlissnla. to Oswego, ar­
riving at Oswego at about 10,16 a.eu At Oswego the train had. 
to wait froffi five to peven minutes* before following train Ho* 
ZBe, daring whieh time the oendueter and englneia&n sneaked the 
train r%4later together* The train then left Oswego <*t iO.gS 
»*m., o^erloe&in$" order JJo* 226, and ut 10*30 a*®*, while 
running at a Ryeed eatlsmted to have b^en about W miles per 
hour, ooHided with train flo* 234 at a point about 1*6 miles 
west pf Oswego• i2ngimeiafta.n Knight, of locomotive 2911, w&s 
Instantly killed and the flreaan and conductor of train £34 
were slightly injured, Siigiiisssm mvie aad Fireemn o&kea of 
locomotive were seriously inured, The ferae of the 
eollislon r&lset the iront ends of both locomotives, the 
isrookebox of leoonotlve gill being teleseoped by the front end 
Of loo©motive £613* She left cylinders and frame of locomo­
tive &51S were broken off bask to the front drivers, the rear 
drlvere remitting on the taraek* Th® sab m o deasliahed, the 
tank £r^@ m a broken In te© and the tnaoks bnnahed. near the 
rear end of the loeoGaotiv*, The first ear in train No. 231 
earn to r#st on top of the tender and was psaetiea>lly destroyed 
ioooffiotlve Sill w s tonal derahly damaged! the rear drivers 



resanlned oa tho tr&ok, hut the tank '«i thrown to the ritht 
of th© track, Ita fr&iae and traoke Jaaru&ed together alose to 
the rear of the boiler, and the oab m a bMly d&.mge&* In 
train Ste* £34 the first turee e>ra were piled on top of the tm 

and frasae of the tankj & box ear immediately behind, the looo-
BiotlTe waa demolished and the front trueka ol the second ear 
were derailed, l̂wo em|>ty oil tank© and & f la t oa# -were da-
Enoliahed, one o&r of lambor wus derailed but stood upright 
and another oar of lusher he,d ita forward truoka railed, 
the weather at the time mm oleor. 

dm to the a over© injuries at tained by ̂ nginei&in 
Da via, of train 831, and hia removal to & hospital after the 
aesident* hia statements oould not be obtained. &t the inveetl* 
Ration held to determine tae onuae of this aooident* 

Condmotor Frederiakaon, of train 231, stated that his 
train left Brooklyn at 9.46 n*m*, after resolving order i?o* 2S6 
giving train So* #34 rights over his train fro® Beaverton to 
Oswego, together with a ole&ranos sar4, and that he understood 
the order, ife stated that It is not enetoEtary for the cen-

duster to reed the orders to the engineman, but that he 
livers a the orders in per eon to hi& & M o ewers ted on them and 

the englneaaan replied that n© undera Vod them* Aft^r read­
ing the orders, the •tnP;ineiaan handed thea to the firoasan, and 
the fireman In tor said taut the englneiB&n had showed him the 
orders end that h& understood the®. x&w aonduotor did not ham 
the orders to tne braksnan, but left them on the desk In the 



o&booae, us H&S hia usual ousts®? he kdmlttsd it m a hie 
daty to show the orders to all aethers of the erew, hut the 
hrakeaen were busy, with other uork and aid not look at thea. 
Arriving a t Oaweg*, they received a clear train order signal, 
hat ware datalxsed about h mlautea m i ting for 1© minutes se&ce 
interval on eleotrio train Bo. rsm, -/hieh tney had followed 
from sllsonla and were to fellow froa oswego. k% this gaist 
the eonduetor and snglnoraan ehesksd the train regis tor with 
their ttaae-table against f i r s t olase trains, but the eondustor 
did not snake out a register oheek on ts.amount ol th»? enginesaan 
using with him. wfesn oheekln*; tins register. I t did not oo^nr 
to the© that train 034 ims not on ths rogiet<?r, the ooaduotsr 
gave as u reason for overlooking train la. the fast that 
It usually «*rrIves at Brooklyn and is into olear for the® be­
fore thoy leave there, and when main line traina are en tl/>,s 
they usually receive nothing but a alear&soe card at Brooklynj 
orders reversing th«* rights of t>)&s© train*} are usually re-
ssived at Oewege. The eonduetor said that, striotly speaking, 
order So. sheAd nave given train Ho. rights over their 
train " from Cook to Oswego,instead of rffroa Beavertan ta 
Oswego," aa his trala did :tot run to Beaverton, and thought 
the order should hsv© been put out at oswega, la whloh ease he 
did not think they would have overlooked it* His train left 
Oswags at 10.83 a.au *<e estlzuated their spaed at 20 miles 
per hour aad stated that the &ir Tsr^km w«r« operative, bat 
did not noties their application before the aooident. 



?ir«f3&n Q&k©# of train So. S£X atatad that at 
Brooklyn Sngineia&n Bavie gave hia tha orders arid tnet he read 
and understood them. At Oswego the engi&eauiA left the engine 
amd with tho oonduator ofeeeked the tr&in register, then re* 
turned to th© engine and told hia no aid not get & register 
ehsek, on account of being in th©re with tne conductort the 
engineman told him all trains had arrived and departed* then 
&sked his if he wanted a register sheek, the fireman replying: 
"Jo, that ia all rlgiit wita tne, if you oheo&ed %m regietor, 
that la all tnat la neoeasary*'1 fne fireman said it is eus-
ternary for the engineman to read the orders|und then ask tae 
fireman If they are understood hy nltt} in thia case he 414 
aot rsaiosjoor thia being done, but he understood that 254 had 
rights over thm to Oswego* He esstlmted their 3pood at 
fifteen or eighteen miles î er hour and did not m® train &34 
until 4ust before the 0 0 His ion. 

He&d Br&kei&&n Shompaon of train 80. 231 stated that 

he should have asked to see the orders after the oonduator 
had cheated the register at Oswego* Me eatlroted their 
speed at about EO miles far nour and did not observe? any ap­
plies tion of the air br&koe before the aeoiaent* 

Br&keimn Bell, of train 3o#. 2£LV atatad that he 
knew the rules require him to aee the orders aaa the eondue* 
tor usually hande him the orders! at jjrooitlyn he did not uek 
the oonduotor to see them and assumed th&t they had & ole&rano< 



and the fact that they usually received a ole&rsno© only, 
at that plase, was partly the reason /.« overlooked the orders. 
After fee *< oldent he found tee orders lying on the eonduetor*® 
desk in the oahooae, the olaaran^e card among thsm, with order 
m* £26 noted thsreaxu Brakeman Jiell stated that at Brook­
lyn an air hrake test was &ads and the air brakes worked sat* 
iafaotorlly and the train was net a ©para tea after leaving there 
Hs estimated their speed at afcomt 20 miles per hour and did 
net notioe an application of the hrakee before tne ucoldest* 

&*ar ar&kasaan Gulp, of train Efo, stated that 
the eonduetor usually shews the .rder^ to the trainman, either 
hasainf t«ism to them in person, or depositing them on either 
the desk or table in the caboose; hut the brakemxi made as 
effort to ess the orders out of Brooklyn, although he under­
stood that It was his duty to do BO. \« **us sitting st the 
table in the caboose before the saoldent, eatls&ted tne speed 
atabaat 20 miles per hour and did not observe any application 
of the air brakes before the collision.. 

fireman Zriekson of train Ho* 234 stated that at 
Beavsrton he saw the order giving hie train rights orer train 
2$Li they were running at u ap©ed of about 20 miles per hour 
when the onglnsaan saw the opposing train afcout five oar lengths 
sway and lamed!ately applied the euergensy and reversed the 
engine. In his opinion the air brakes ware in good condition. 

Read Brakeaan 3arls of trais gad stated taat his 
orew M a copy of order lo. ££6| m e riding on the engine 



•umi estlfflfcted the speed at about So alles per lioorj th® en­
gine was working steam* H© sow train Bo. WSl apprQ&ehing 
^hsn not over 400 foot away and. the eaglnestan shut off a team 
and applied the air* the air brakes wore apparently taking 
hold in food shape* 

Rear Brakeman Barton of train Ho. £34 stated that 
the brakes appeared to hold all right. ile was riding in the 
aapelc of the e&bosse &t the time of the aooident and notioed 
an appllo&tlon of tne brakes in emergens • $m% before the 
solllslon* Ee estimated the speed at g§ mil<*s per hour, 

?his accident was caused by the failure of ingin©-
as&n jjtirla and Conductor "rederiokaon to hold their train at 
Oswego until the arrival of trsln So* as required by train 
order lo, 226* Sale 7 SB of tha oouthern ~&oifie Cesnmny reads 
m follows: 

Conductors and engineman are required to show 
their train orders to the brakeman ^nd firemen who 
mmt re&d and return thea. and, should there be 
oooasion to do so, they will rewind the oonductor 
or engineaen of their contents. Conduotors nust 
not verbally inform enginemen of the eontents of 
train orders, but should obtain from tnem an nader-
standing of all train orders restrioting their rights* 
I-P praotieable, before they are acted upon. 

Oonduotor x*rederlakson violated tUie rule* H&d the rule been 
observed, the tioaldent might h&vs been pr event el* The three 
brakeaen were negligent in their duty for leaving the initial 
terminal and working part way over the division without any 
knowledge aa t© the ordora affecting their train* 

aula ?To* 83B provides as fa Hows. 



Train registers will be provided at stations 
designated oa the time-table, th® laformtian 
sailed for mast he properly inscribed thereon by 
those acting in tha oaoaelty of eonduetor, unless 
relieved of sash daty by rule tr train order, In 
whiah oass registering tickets, ?om &&4g, asay be 
aeoeptsd by operator, will personally certify 
to the registering. Sa&ineiasa, before leaving 
register stations, except the Initial point of 
their run, will require from the conductor a mem­
orandum on proscribed form & mowing the numbers of 
all superior trains, and stating he has checked 
toe register and taat they have all arrived or de­
parted, as the ease .«iay be, 

Although the conductor and engineman of train Ha. g31 per* 
serially checked the train register at Oswego, they failed 
to note that trala no. %M had not arrived. Both violated 
the rule. Had the regular form of train register check been 
mads oat, the fact that trala He, £ M had not arrivsd would 
have been discovered, latere can be no excuse for such care* 
lessnsss in train operatien as was evidenced in this saaea 

particularly m the part ©f the conductor and engineman, who 
ware directly responsible for tne safety of their train. | 

She investigation developed the fact that no block 
signal system is used between Oswego and Cook. t̂ he track 
between those stations consists of many curvea aad eats, the 
right of way being bordered by considerable timber growth, 
She time table shews that 18 trains rum between Oswego and 
Cook between tne hours of 7.1s a.m. and 7,30 p.m. Appro­
priation for the Installation of auton^tic bloek: signals wast 
of Oswego was rseestly granted, but la view of the density of 
traffic and existing curvature. It Is believed that a manual 



faloek system Betweon Oswego asm Cook should he w sd aat11 
the automatic signals are installed* 

P-nglnssam 3&vl® had been smiley sd as ©ngiasaan 
sinss Jujie, 190£, donduetor Predertttcson had been employed 
as conductor for nine ysara. 

,i.t the tlae of the aooldent the erew had been om 
daty less than two hours* following is fesars off duty* 



July 29, 1918. 
Aitchison, Ho. 88. 

I have yours of today circulating a report proponed by 
the Chief o r the Pivision of Safety regarding an accident 
which occurred on the line of the Southern Pacific at Oswego, 
Oregon, on I ay 31, 1918. 

uTiile I ^as a member of the Oregon Commission a similar 
accident took tulsce at almost the sai<e spot. The result cas 
that the Commission recoinnended very strongly thct automatic 
bloek signals be Installed upon this whole line. The state 
commission was given to understand, in writing, by the Southern 
Pacific Company, that this would be done. I believe a division 
superintendent got in trouble for making this st-.tement to 
the Commission. However, it vns a fact which I believe will 
be substantiated by the records thot the Oregon Commission 
in writing recommended the installation of block signals such 
as this report Indicates would have avoided this accident. 

As you know, I have not been 0 member of the Oregon Commis­
sion for more than two years. The recommendation therefore 
is an olfl one. It was be:n^ pressed by the Oregon Commission wtu 
I left the service. 

Under the circumstances I thin]' the Division of Safety 
ought to look into this phase of the situation and its report 
should attach the blame impartially where it elongs. I 
believe there is 0 criminal neglect upon the part of the 
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Soutliern Pacific Company In failing to Install automatic block 
signals upon the line "between Oswego and Cool:, and. that this 
Cormrlsslon should, so find end state. 

Mtchlson. 

cc to other Oorarissioners for information. 


