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IR A8 INVISTIQATICN CF AN ACGLL.8T WHICH (OQUARZ) OF TEB
SEABOAAD AIR LISE AAXLRLAD AT B240048%7, Ta.,
0% BESTEUBIR &Y, A919.

Hovenber 3, 1919,

.' Cn September 87, 1919, thers wus a deratimont 0f & panosuger
traln on the seboard ailr Line Hailrosd at Sesccsst, Va,, whieh
rosulted in the death of £ employesa and 1 tredpusser, 4iftoer
investigut tom of this scoldent, the Jkhief of s~ BEuresu of
safety Toportw-au followst

fhe portlon of the Virginis Jvision of %»he Sesboard ilr
nwine Aellroad on whioh thiwe derailaent coourred is & elngle~
travk line, vror whioh traln movement® are governsd by time-
$able shd train orders, nc Lloak sigpel systex telng in ude,
deasgest 18 not coneldered & atstion snd dces not eppear of
the ti-a-iable, It 19 & siding 1,988 faoet in isngth, oon~
peatéd st bLoth sndo wish the smin trsak, both ends belng pro=-
teoted by Heys derails opersied independently of the mein track
switohes, Approashing ths siding frow the north the treok is
streight for a distanga of £,949 feot snd the view 0f She nerth
ewiteh is unbdstruoted for this dietgnos, The track &s preoctioslly
lavel, sxsept fer a slight depression passisg under a Jorfslk &
Festern daidrosd over-hosd bridge, lovated 950 feet north of the
Borth switahs The switoh stend s% the north end of the siding b
sencoast 18 cn the right side of the trsaok, luoking aonth, 7 fLeet

' from the right-hand rail, It is oparcted by a vertliasul Soteiing
lever, welghted on the extreme end, and a sultabls srrangement ig
provided for lstehing and leoking, Ihs osolor indlaetions of
both She tarsmets snd lights are whiks for the wein traek snd rad
for the mide traok. dash tarcet pressnts an urea or 210 sgquere
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inotas and 1o losated on the ment abous 70 inekes skove $hs

traoks The switoh lamp im provided with gorrugated glass
4isos and 1e logated 20 inches above the tsrgeta. ‘

Zbe trein lnveived in this sacident swme southbound passenger
trein He, §, en ronte frum Cuabingtom, I, 3, to Birsinghem, ils.
This traln wae in obarze of Jundnotor fennstt and Jnginemmn
smith and conmlisted of looowctive BZ4, 4 nil-stesl dox ocars
ejvippad for passenger train sdrvice, 7 hegrege osre, 1 comdinge
102 dageeze and passengar oer, 1 ¢ossh, £ sleeping ears, sod )
dining o:r, ell ¢f sll-eteel somstrueticn., It left Hichmond,
Vos at 9,47 potse, 4 minutes late, loft Feterabturp, Ve., 2.9
wiles south of llohaond and .3 miles nordh o7 desouast, &% 10.54
Pofle, & minutes lnte and st 10,45 p.:ms, while runping s% & epeed
of about ) miles sn hour, entersd Jeeccust siding &t the norkd
ewitoh and was darsiled when 1t struak the Baye derail losated
RRE fest gouth of the gwiteh, The weather at the time was
olsar,

The looumotive and 4 astesl box osre wore 4Aralled, the engire
stming %0 rest on its left dide about 2E7 fest south pof the da-
rail. The fromt treck waaz bBadly wroken and the oab prgetelally
demvlished, The tender retmined in a prastioslly upright posi-
tlon, ocoming to a miop dlsgomally noross the siding and in ¢lone
oontaot with the reer end of the englne, with tha clatern ¢f the
Sander torm from ita frume. Ihe firef box car came to rest in
an upright poeitlon Atagonally sorosa %he track, its forward end
being Bedly bent inward snd the truoks d&is; iaceds The sseond
boz oar slac oeme to a ebop disgonally ear.-. the trask, mb
sugtained pe gericua Jemsge with the axseption of tho %rueks,
whiokh were dlaplaasd, The third box cer romained npright sad
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sustainsd enly slight dunage, while the fourth ear bad only its
rear trucks derailed anpl was not danmsged, The englnemsan and
fiveman wers killed asn was also s colored treayseser who was
stosling a »ide on Vhe Srain,.

Corduckor hannett of trsin lo. 5, stated thet he wen riding
on the ninth onr ia the train at the Slume of She sooldent and
the first he moticed of anything wrong wee ¢ sudden stapplng of
the train due 10 the Jdermilment. ifter getting down on s
ground he sew that the awiteb Light &b the nerth end of the alilng
wat not durning end tha switoh was set for the pilding, EHe satl
the switeh aspesred $o be in good comfiltion, Wut looked as
though womebody had sttempted to0 bend the targets arousd so as
to give the wrong indieation, slibough thay bad not sudeneled in
bending thom emffiolentiy, and Sha% sppronshing the switeh from
the north the targetas displeyed a zrod indiestion, Ee staded
farther that 4he switck lock was missiug end eeuld not be Teund,
sleo that & 9mall fire was barning on ths bank Just to thw yight
of the switoh, Yut in hle opinien this fire sould herdly bave desa
alstaken by the enginemsn for s« white switoh light. He estimated
the apecd at the time of the derailmest at about L5 wmilesa an
bour and notised no appliom-ion of the brukes before the stidden
siop saused BF the dereilaent,

Genductor Fowsll who was desd-heading on Srdin Je. 5, agresd
with Conduator Lemmett relutive ¢ $he condition of the swilteh
ot the north end of the siding nfser the dersilnmens, ss 414 siee
Irein rorser Bocne sid Beggagemns Hurvey, the latter atatisg in
sddition that he Jiscovered s fish plate wedged in tetveen the
ewvitolh point and the etovek rail, The fish plats waa exhibited
st the {nvestigution held in conuneotlon with thie asoidsnt snd
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Baggofenan Hurvey identifiad it aa the gne he saw wadged lu ot
the 2sitoh point,

Extra Gi.ng Foreswan Teuylor who was desdbsading en trsin Ho, 6
etatsd that after the dersilment he went 8 the wwitsh imuedlatew
ly and foumd it wet for the siding, ths ball being turne: over
for the siding movemens, down in the slot, sad the latah sartly
slosed, The switeh wes in good conditicon tpt tha light wua
a0t tWrning ood the red targeta were alightly twisted,

Jonductor %obbit atated that he.wad in cherpe of western
Union metor sar He., 1é, op ths day 0f tha eacldent snd wae working
wtween Purgess and Fetersbturg, whioh insludes the point of
asaoident, He stated thet his truin antered the seasonst siding
at tho svuth end %o allow Srain Ho. § to pass, whieh train wes
due there at about 8.10 a.m. Aftar traln Ho. & paased Re pulled
out on the muin line &t the north end of the widing apd din-
covered that the look wmae miesing. He Sken tranaferresd the lock
from the deraller t0 the main treck switch and leaked the aewitoh
for the main line. He reported this faot te Trein .dspeteher
#¥atkins et about moon. Absut EO hours ufter the dsrailawnt a
broken switoh loek wau found in the vieinfity of the awited st
Sesgonst snd Conduotor RBobbitt stated postively thet thiv wea
not the one whiah be trausferrss from the derailer %95 the meip
track sarlier {n the :iay, He stated that the loek whieh ke
traneferred was more ruesty then the one found end that 4he shain
&ttuched to it was merxed én sgecunt of uaing & log heek im pule
ling out the stuple by whioh 4t wes fagigoned t¢ the tie, The

phaln attedhed %0 the look which wea “ound showed ne such arks

upon 1t.
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Feowbtern Union Lissmen Sulliven, wbo was ir gharges of the
ropuire sad work on the lime on the dey of ihe ascident apd whe
was Agcompanying Joaduotor Hobbitt on the moter cor, oonfirmed iae
stajements pf Covduoter Eobbitt relative %o Tinding the losk
aissing on the mein track ewitoh at the north and of the Zesqcaad
alding eerly on the dey of the sgoldent, and relative to Srane-
ferriag the look frem the sersiler %o the mein tragk switeh, He
ala: atsted thet he heard Sonduator gum zeport the misning
look to the superintendant’s ¢ {fioe,

Jeetion Poromen Johnson, in sharge of the seatlion on whieh
the ageldent vesurred, staeted that M Lest peseed over ke trask
in the visinity of Seseoast on the day before the neeidsnt asd
notioed that the awitahss were ino propér comiition and logked
for the main trsak. 4% alout 1,00 pede, 0B the iay of ths acel~
dent e recsived u seynage frow the superintendent to replsos
the loeak on the deratller ot the north end of the Zescoast a1ding,
that %he look on the dersiler hsd been tranuferred to the north
splin-track sxitok, In soscrdsnse with this =message ha sant
Hathan Zsnsy, eclored weadwsy employes, $uv replsoe loock on the
doruiler., He suid that at ahont 4.77 pelie, Hathan i ey Te-
ported that the loagk Bed becn repluced on tha dermiler e
inasruoted and slev told kim thet he hed found the Light sut at the
rorth main track swisoh and the wiok missing. e replssed the
wiak wiih & new one and lightsd the lamp, Seotion Foremsn
Johngson further stated thet the lomp hus sn S~day Wrner but ie
#11laed with oil tvice & weak &nd inspeoted daily.

Bathan Raney, solored roadway employee, stetal that shertly
sftor mupn on the dsy of the acoident he wos Lpatreoted Ly
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Zeotion Forenan Johnesn B0 go %0 the Sesconst aiding ssd plase

ioek on she éderaller at tha ncrth end of the siding. On his

way 0 Sesovast he met Ford, whuse work L8 iz to assist in loeking
afiar the switoh lssps on the seeticn, snd Ferd tuld him Shat

there was no wick in the lamp 5% the main Sregk switoh at tlw

north end of the sidinge Drthan Hanay stated Shet he had »

new wick in his pocketmnd after he had appliled $h: leock %o the
daruiler .be put this wigk in the lamp, aleaned the lamp and lighted
it, He statod that st that time the awitoh wes lucked for the

aain line sud he ieft 1t in sroper oonmdlitlon,

Engineman dalker of southbouni freight extra 403, the twain
next yreceeding trainm Ho, O, stated tbhat helpsssed Soncoast ot
abdout 9,45 pan., o which tiwe the north awsitoh wae set for the
main line ani he was pootive thad the 1lighkt on the switoh atand
wes buraing.

Speoinl isgent Horn etated that he arrived at the saens of
the aocoldent about 2,80 a.m. Ilater he mmde 8 close lnspsaticn
of She lamp on the awitoh stand snd found that the wisk had been
$Surned 4own In%o the oll eup 80 thet 1V seuid nol be turned op.

This derailment was sauned by ke train striking & slosed
derail on u »iding after it had entered the eiding Akrough a
switoh wiioh hsd been opensd by some unkmown person with oalisicus
insent,

The iuveatigetion dlzolosed the faot thed southlowmnd extrs bFld
pasesd cver the switoh 46 sbout 9,15 p.m,, snéd that scuShbound
oxtre 403 pasced eafuly over it at about 9,40 p.ite., Or adbout cone
hour shead of VYrein Ho, §, and nothing wrong with the ewitoh
wae noticed by thea aww of either treine Do esployes of the
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reiiroed eempeny dsed this awiteb Letwesn the tlme oxtrm 405 pussed
Over Lt and ths time ©f She dersilment, Iiw Laoia that the switah
ked been set for ths siding, the lock missing, the 1light extin-
guishsd aad 3he wiok furned down ip%e the sup indiaute oomeélus
Bively that this switoh wag deliberstely opened by ecwe unknown
peraon with aallcloue intent.
Attention 1m directed to rules XY amd 688, reaiing as followm:

£%. A wignsl imperfeetly dleplayed, or the

avasnse of u signal st » plase whers & slgnal

ie useally shown, must b9 regerdsd a» & etop

wignel, end the feot repurted to the superin-

sendent "

684, "% {enginemen) are rejulred tc obmerve

the position of a))l switohge and kmow that ansh

awitohsa are right befurs peseing over Sthag®,
It iv Belisved that hed Engirnemen Bmith been using the propey
anyent of cuutien in the cperatiom of his Srain snd had been
on the lookout for the afgnal ipdicuting the poealtlon of tha
switoh, ha would have sesen that $he switch light was not dnrruing
and wuld hava boen sble te stop hla frain in time to aveid the
derailasnt.,

o memboy of the orevw of traim Ho.6, hud baen on dety %o

exdesd 2 hours and 10 mimutes 5% the time of the seclient and

all had bad et lesast LE houre off dusy.
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