
ur m UJv.vsTiOArieB t f AB A 3 C I * U « WHICH C S M J OS S I B 
i5j£A80A;U> AH* AT §U$Q&Mft ?A*. 

C3 SJSpravBdg *7, 1919* 

fievsator 3, 1919. 

OB 3eptes»har £7, 1 9 1 9 , there wao a derailment of a paaoauger 

train aa tha 3onboard Air I.lae Railroad at So a coast, ?a*» which 

resulted in the death of £ empleveaa and 1 trespasser. 4ftor 

investigation of this accident* the aaiaf of es> Bureau of 

Safety reporter aa fellowst 

the portion of tha Virginia ./iviaicm of ifee Seaboard Air 

-ino Railroad oa which thle derailment occurred la a eingle* 

track line* over which train novssseats are governed by time­

table aad train orders, no block oi#gaal ejstem being in mac* 

de* coast is not oenoidorod a station and dooa not appear on 

the ti citable. It lo a siding l.tef feet in length, non­

nested at both ends with tho main traok. both ends being pro-

tooted by soya derails operated independently of the main traok 

switches* Approaching the siding from the north the track in 

straight tor a diet ansa of k.949 foot aad the view of the north 

switch lo unobstructed for this distance* the traok la practically 

level, except for a slight depression pass lag under a Serf elk a 

foot era laHroad over-hood bridge, located 960 tact north of tho 

north switch* The switch stand at the north end of tho eidlag at 

aoeoeaot is ca the rlarht aide of the track* leeming south, 7 foot 

fro is too right-aaad rail* It la operated by a vortical rotating 

lover* weighted oa the extreme end, and a suitable arrangement is 

provided* far latehing and leaking* Tho color indict lone of 

both tho tartrate and lights are white for the main traok and ta<i 

dor the side traok* iaoh target presents &n area or £10 square 



lash** am* Is located S B is* mast about 70 inohes sears fas 

traok» Sao e*iteh lamp is pr ©Tided with corrugate ci g&as* 

disos aad ia located £0 inshss above ths targets. 

:he train involved in this aooident ens aosthbeuad passenger 

train So. 5, an rente fra* faabiagtoa, £* 0* to Birmingham, &la* 

Thie traia was in ohargs of Goods otor Bennett and ^nglaeaaa 

3mlth aad ooaatetsd Of locomotive 0*4, 4 all-steel sex oars 

shipped for passenger train service, $ baggage oars, 1 oomblna-

tloa saggags sad passenger oar, 1 ooaob, £ sleeping oars, and 1 

dining oer, al l of all-atssi aomstrustlom* It left Richmond, 

**• at 9*4i p.m., 4 minutes late, left Jetersbarg, ¥**, 

jells a aoath of Hlohaoad and 3*3 milse north of aeaeo&st* at 10*34 

p*su, £ ai nates late aad at 10,45 p.m.*, while muring at a spssd 

of about 30 ailss an hoar, entered Seaeoast aiding at ths north 

switoh and was derailed when it streak the Haps derail loeated 

las feet sooth of the switoh, fne west bar at the tia* wao 

clear* 

The locomotive and 4 *t**l hoa oars wore Arailed, th* engine 

aoaiag to rest en its left aid* about $£7 feat south of the de­

rail* 5h* front traek was badly broken aad the sab praetotally 

demolished* the tender remained in a practically upright posi­

tion, coming to a stop diagonally aoross the siding sad in clone 

ooataot with ths roar end o f the engine, with th* o 1st era #f th* 

temper torn fro* its frame* She first box oar earn* to rest is 

an upright position diagonal^ aoross th* traok. its forward aad 

being badly bent inward and the truok* dlt] laosa* the aeooad 

**a oar also cams to a stop diagonally ao: < , ths traok, but 

sustained as e*rlona damage with th* saosptioa of tho trueks, 

whloh wore displaced* The third box oar remained upright aad 



sustained only *llght damage, while the fourth oar had only Ito 

rear true** derailed and wa« sot damaged. $h* eafinemma and 

fireman were killed so mug also a colored treapeeeer who was 

stealing a rid* on too traia* 

Conductor fcensatt of train no, S, •tftte-d that h* wee riding 

on tho ninth oar in the train ot tho tiie* of the aooldent and 

th* flret he not toed of anything wrong was a sadden stopping of 

the train da* to th* derailment. After getting down on th* 

ground h* saw that tho *witeh light at th* north *nd of th* aidia*; 

wa* not burning and the owltoh was set for the aiding* So *ald 

th* ewitoh a peared to he in good ooadltlcn, hat looked a* 

though esse body had attempted to hand th* targets arouad so a* 

to f ir* to* wrong Indication, although thaw had act succeeded in 

head lag than emf£i«i*atly* aad that approaching th* switch froa 

th* north the target* displayed a rod indication* 1c stated 

farther that th* switch leak was missing and oould net he found, 

alae that * aaaU fire was earning on the hank just to the right 

ef the switch* hut In his opinion this fire oould hardly ant* been 

mistaken by the eaginemsn for s whit* ewitoh light. h** estimated 

the spesd at the tlae ef th* ierailmsst at about m all** en 

hear aad met Iced no applies ion of the brakee before th* aud&ea 

atop sauced by the derailment. 

Conductor fowell who was dwad-hsading *a train I** &> agreed 

with Conductor Bennett relative to tho ooadltion of th* switch 

*t the north end of the sifting after th* derailment, a* did also 

Train rerter Boon* and £e#em$ca*a Harvey, th* latter statia* in 

addition that he 41soever ed a fleh plat* wedged la between th* 

switoh point end the stock rail* £h* fish plat* was exhibited 

at the investigation held in connect Ion with this aooidsat and 



B&ggageman aarvey 1 dent if lad it fie the eno he Bee wedged la et 

the e?ltoh point* 

iixtrs S<.n$ ycreman Eaylur who wee deadheading en train Ho, 6 

etetad thet after the derailment he wont to the switch Immediate* 

I7 and found it eat for the siding* the hall being tarncu ewer 

for the elding movement, down in the slot, and the latch partly 

olooed. She switch was in good condition bat the light was 

not horning and the red targets were slightly twisted. 

Conductor Sennit stated that he was in charge of Western 

Union aster ear he. 14 , on the daf of tho accident and was working 

between Burgess and retcroburg, which includes the point of 

acoldout. He oteted thet hlo train entered tho &eaeoeot aiding 

at tew couth end to allow train io« 6 to pass, whioh train wan 

4ns there at about 0*10 e.a* After train So* S passed ho palled 

out on the aaln line at the north end of the aiding end dis­

covered that the look won ataoing* as then transferred toe look 

from tho dcyaller to tho aula traok switch and looked tho aw It oh 

for tho aaln line. He reported this fact to Srain *tlepateher 

%atkins at about neon, Aheot SO hours after the derailment a 

broken switch look wau found in the vioiuity of the switch at 

Seaooaot and Oondneftor Babbitt stated poetiveiy that this was 

not the one which he transferred froa the derailor to the mala 

traok earlier in the ay. He otated that the look which ho 

transferred wan mere rooty than tho one found and that the chain 

attached to i t wae marred on ac count of using a leg hook in pal* 

ling out tho staple by which it was fastened to the tie. She 

chain At tached to the look which was found showed no such ssarks 

upon it* 



festera Union Lineman iSullivau. who va* la charge of tan 

repairs aad work on the lino on tho en? of th* aooldant and who 

wao aoooapanyin^ conductor Bebbitt on th* notor oar. confirmed th* 

statements of Conduefcwr Bobbin relative to finding th* look 

alioslag on tho main traok switoh at tha north and of ths 3eaooaat 

siding early on ths day of ths aooldant. and relative to trans-

f«rrlag ths look froa th* &eraller to th* main traok switch* Ho 

alac stated that hs hoard Ooadaotor Booeitt report the aissiag 

look to the superintendent's offlae. 

$«*tloa ooraaaa Johnson, ia ohargs of the east lea on whloh 

ths aesldsnt osaurrsd, stated that he last passed over th* traok 

la th* T IOlaity of g***oa«t en tho day before the aooldant aad 

aot load that th* switches wars ia prop** condition and looked 

for the main traok* at about i . o o p***, oa the lay of th* aooi­

dent he reoelwed a saaaag* from ths superintendent to replace 

th* leak on th* derailsr at the north end of th* ^oaooast elding, 

that th* look oa t h o darallsr had bsen transferred to th* north 

main-track switoh* la accordance with this message he sent 

Hathan Hanay. oolored roadway smpleyee* to replace look on tho 

dataller* Be said that at about 4*33 p.m., Hatha* a aey re­

ported that the lock aad been replaced en the deroller a* 

in* true ted aad ala. told him that he had found th* light oat at t h * 

north main track switch and tho wick alsalag* He replaced th* 

wish with a new one aad lighted the lamr. Soot ion Foreman 

Johaaoa farther stated that the lamp ha* aa 9-dej barasr tat 1* 

filled with oil twice a weak aad inspected dally* 

lathan Baney, colored roadway employee, stated that shortly 

after aooa on the dey of the a oo Ida at he was instructed by 



Station Foreman Johnson to go to th« aoooooot old lag and place 

look oa the doreiler at tho north end of tho elding* On his 

way to aeaeoaat he act ford, whoao work it 1« to aoolat in looking; 

after tho owitoh lamps on the B e e t l e s , aad Ford told hi* that 

there wao no wick la tho lamp at tho mala track switch at tho 

north end of the aiding* lot ban Harney stated that he had a 

mow wiak in his pocket and after ho had applied the look to the 

dorailor -he pot this wick in the lamp, cleaned the lamp aad lighted 

it* So eta ted that at that time tho switch wao looked far the 

mala lime and he left i t in proper condition* 

Englneman tfalker of southbound freight extra 40 a. the train 

next proceeding train lo* 6 t atated that bet passed $eae*aat at 

about 9*4§ p*a*» at whioh time tho north awitch wao eat far tho 

maim lime and ho wao peetlre that the light aa tho owitoh stand 

"̂ JĴ fĉ S â̂ Bê *â ê a*w*wsŝ P 

Special Agent Mora stated that ho arrived at tho scena ef 

tha aoclient about »*S0 a*m* later he made a close laapeetisa 

of the lamp oa tho owitoh stand aad found that the wick had been 

turned down into tho o i l cap so that It ecu Id act be turned up* 

fain derailment was caocod by the train striking a einacd 

derail oa a eidlag after it had catered tho elding through a 

awitch which had been opened by seme unknown person with melieieae 

latemt* 

**bo investigation disclosed the fact that southbound extra £14 

paeeed over tho switch at about 9*16 p*m*. aad that southbound 

extra 409 passed eafoly over it at about 9*46 p*m*» or about one 

hour ahead of traia Bo* &, aad nothing wrong with tho switch 

ams noticed by tho saw of either tr*in* So employee of tho 



railroad eaamany used this t f i u t between the floe extra 40& passed 

orer it aha las ttsw of the enrailasttt, the frets that the switch 

hod been set for the s id log * the lock missing, the light extln-

Saichsd end the el oh turned doom into the cup indicate ooselu* 

o l T O l y thet this switch ems deilhoT&tely opened by aeon unknown 

pereon with malicious intent* 

Attention in directed to rnles If end egg* reeding on fellevni 

£9* *n signal imperfectly displayed, or tho 
absence) of a nignol nt n place whore n signal 
is usually shewn, anot he regarded as o atop 
Signal, and the fact reported to tho superin­
tendent , w 

*go« "they <eagioemsa) are required to observe 
tho position of a l l switches and hnow that auoh 
ewltohsa are right before pasaiag over t h e * " . 

It i s believed that had Ingincman Smith boon meimg the proper 

amount of eoutlen in the operation of hie train and had bean 

on the lookout for the signal Indicating the poaitlen of tho 

aw itch, ha would hare soon that the awitoh Ught wan not burning 

and wan Id hare been able to stop alt train in tlae to are id the 

neraUaant* 

go member ef tho orew of train Jco , had seen on duty to 

exceed g hours and 10 miaates at the tiao of the aeoldent and 

a l l had had at leant IB hours off duty* 

mi* 


