
In r©: Investigation of Qooident wMch ooctî r®̂  on tfco SaAooard Air kin© Uatl^ny, near 
Osgood, K« C , January 19. 1015« 

On January 16. 19i£, tnA** WAS. A deraite^st of a 
pasaaoĝ r train on vh& BM&Q®#& Air Lin* RAllmy at Q^aoa* 

G*» r&ffinltltQ in tfoa death of one AsspioyAe* tfe« injury of tm- p&m%m®v& ana Ai* eftployooa* Aft AT- Is-vent ligation of tbla &ocid̂ ?it tt» Onlaf of tB© £1$U I G & 
reports us follows: 

The derailed train mss sout&hound train Ifo* 3, 
3aw*n aa frfce °i;««boord Past fell** *a routs- fron 7ao1jtngtoiif S« C , to T«r^at flH. f ana ooiî l̂ ted Af engiAA Ua* I800t t&r©e ©xp^eaa oarot ono - ail a*r> oarMnatioR i»»fi»«ngQr ana iwafidae e&r, one o&&eh* eact fining MX* four ihillamn &lAe^rs, 
end one Pui ismn tnaervatlon o*r* express oar nfext to 
th© engine WAS of vsoorSon ooastraotlon* And the tr&ll oar h&dt 
A stf^i underfxiac'ei tne otfc*r A&rA teAlM of all«ateel eon-
sjtruetldzu Tbo train waa in obargo of flotyuafcor Byr4 and 
TteginAaan Stone* 

On tee d&t$ of tfce aeoident train £o« 3 left Raleigh, 
G, at «V^5 ?*ia»| SB ssinutAA l«t% A&d paaeod ?fron««r@# tim 

lact te' #Qraph t̂atloiii a^out 6 J&IIAA north pf Osgood, at 
?*19 p««t. §4 JiilautAA and ttka derailed about 3 0 0 f#«t 
aorta of Osgood station at 7,30 p»$, $ thA a^Aed of t&A train oeiag approxi&atoly ID nil** ̂ er Itoitr* 

fiAlalgn SlAtrloft of t&A aAA&AArd Air &ino 
EailwAy, on vnion thia AAeldont 0A(̂ irrA4» Is A els^lA*-traoK 
line, tho noTAicont of trains A^ia§ gcTeraod lr/ ti^o-t^blo, 
train or̂ i#s*r* ane A AAJSAAI blooK Aifnat Aysrfem* 

Approaobing tne .olat of aooldAUt froa th® north, 
tho traelt ia tans^st for A ̂ lAtanes of ft^out S»100 fc#t, 
fh©re la A gra^e of 1*1^ ̂ osAondlng sout^Ara* 1?he track Is lata «ttn 8g»p*«ad sfê el raJ.iAf SO fAAt in XAHgth, on uatroafced ocsls tlAAf IB tiAa to thA rail* Tno ties aro 
sir^lA anlk^d cma 3 Aid in DAllAAt of sand and AindAP^# 

Atot 320 feet nortb of Osgood AtAtlon, on the 
east j5i,iA of ti:̂  mala trookt la A Atatoh leAding to a spur 
t?acfc .'Meh j-er̂ lisls tho rals traok for A dlAtanoo of $OQ 
Teat, then AUTVAA to th« Aaoti to^ATd the iadUAtry It sorvoa. 
Xt 'van At thia cr-itcli that tho derAilsAat ooourrod. th® 
ô ito;-, lo ooorut^d ^y A RJSEPO uprlaht av/Itoh At«nd* ^tb 
oncloAAd Â ringA* 9P&A s^Iton staxsd 1^ Aqtalppod Attn, A ared 
*ani "dJitc target, avoirs vMofe plAAAd A Issgip fcfe^lng t'«o 
r©d and fjpo wiiit© l^as©^* tbo switch ta a standArd/!S*foot 
"piit AAltot. p-adA t>y tho P^nn^ylrania nt»Al Company, mid _ 



bag bs©n la s«rwioe approximately tym yoaro* / 
$h© engine and tender, tbo first thr$o onrs and 

the forward trucfes of tho fourth oar -WOT* derailed* 
landing eemo to rû fc 304 feet south of tbo #oint of tae- «witobf • cn its left aid©, with th<s forward yg&mt® of tho ongiae truck 
0 feet, on& th© trailer ubaola- © £o®tp east of tho oart 
rail* tbo tsndor rmalned ooû lod to tbo eqgino and OTO 
to r»ot en its *eft oido, ©a tho bo4 of tbo siding an$ almost 
at right angles to tbe tract* fho r$&r truck of tho 
tender waa nraotle&lly Aesaolisbod* ¥h& first 'ear « e to rest in an upright J sit ion, at right oagioo to tho lain track ajai close to ttm tender* Its r w oo& *&a® wwti out 
and ita feruofea wore badly ^a©agot|*' Tbo other onrn that %ere derailed r^iaainei aou^lod atid -amo t» rest In ^n 
ri^ht edition &n th© roadbed a few feet couth of tho emd 
of the first oar in the train* 

Th'? ©«wt switch rail m& bora out and brokon about 10 feet « Insh&a from its #oi»tt m& th© angle bar and rail 
at tbe heel of th© switch* " e r $ bant and wviatod toward tho 
osnter of 6&» tr&sfe* The frog ^ao practically uninsured* 
Frosa tie bael of the f~cg to tbo pains whore tb*a angina ©are 
to ro&tt the n^tia lino rail on th© ©net ai4e «ao dia^Joood* Th& ̂ ain ) tn& rail ~ n tho %*o*)t sid© raataifted intact for a 
£l3t<aaae of shout 90 feet frcss tbo ooinfe Of tbo svdtch, 
and from this point f*with">arl **o rails ̂ r ® torn out by 
th© 3#railc3 oars* Tbo rail® oa ttho spnr traols t?$r0 torn 
up for o distance of accut fiOQ foot* 

4t &he tisio of the aoclo'enw the weather w reiia 
ani aoisfô at 0louJ,y* 

An ©-^imitlan of tbo engine, t@n4orf oars an4 traok 
shewed thorn fee he in gco^i eoadltloii end no dofsot -v&& r-*fcTsaioa, 
that oovld in any **ay havo esnsod the dorollmsnt* 

Firman Ho^an, of fernia Ho* 3# otatod that a proao!iln@ aeeoô i h© oasT tho switch light arid St ln4isated 01 oar* The loco ELotlv© fcad on ^lootrls h^dli^ifht^ ̂ abioh ̂ o bumin??; by its 
light h© saw tlio switch points &nd they ajipoarod to b^ in a 
proper po&ltion* About the tl©o %h& ongino mo papains oror the swltoh, bo fult th® tender settlej it jumped ui? attd-down ' 
oa th© ties for a ehort 4iataisoo and then the en&tno 0v<?r6urnod» 

stated that in hio opinion th© tender --mo aQrssilO't first and t̂ at it ragged the €?r^in© Off tit© ratio* 



Conductor Byr3 et>at<9& that tbo first iattotion of tho ta?ending aooidont no received» ^ 3 tfe® epp 11 flat ion of the brolros# At that tlm* ho W standing in tbo Biddlo of th© ooaoh, th© elsctn oaf in tna train* faastediatoly after tbo train stofjpod h© went to the engine to assist In releas­ing the onsinenaan, «ad shortly after that. In oocpeay with tho conductor of o following train, lie mdo mi exa&insfciQn of tbe ô iton at tho point of dorali&ont* B© utoted that he found the switch unlocked and tfm lode tanging by it a ohsln Yh© l w r IJFFAS raised end turned about calf way* the awitoh points '.«re is good oon&ttloii and < S N R B ©&®n about one i&ofc; on© pal? of derailed --dtoa-la wo* batwooa the iurlteh point ami tho otook rail* The owitab l̂ s© lsaa not burning* 
Conductor Eeeoham, of a freight train whioh stopped behind train 5 a short tin* aftasr tba aooidoKfe, stated 

tbat to made an gss&laatloa of th© wit aft about 30 ̂ tmtmr, 
oft or the no oldest occurred* Be found the switch loofe flang­
ing by It a chain, th© switch l«far radged ftnd Gt lading out straight, nnd tho switch pointo a$en frota throe-quartore 
a© Inoh to one Inoh« 

aeotion Toxmxm Corr stated that at about flv© 
o*olook tm assd fcia mn. had oooaslon tw? uso tbis awitea, û ina tboir hand ear to yuob a truosf loaded with cross ties 
in on th© aide track, 'sfeere it TMB 3tOft* la#truot®d on© 
of hit mn to light ta« switch Iiass** end ta«a after lifting 
thadr hand o~r from th* aiding to tho &ala traoltf th#y loft Osgoed a&oufc f;«10 ana proceeded to Colon* Ba stated 
t at o isa&o so exposal «*«mlnn&lQtt of tho ŝ dtoh to aoo 
vhotZior or not it •ma .properly act and loo&§d# 

;:octloBa£tt dicker stated that ho fcaadlod th* awiaob in .lacing t>*a hand trunk on tho siding, and is positive t at aftr-r the ̂ oveir.ont wxz r.nda, ho * «t the switch for tna main traofe an<\ loefced it in that ;o**itioiu 
?h© last train ̂ aoias th* avdteh j?rior to th© de* r&llsieiit was southbound paofl©ng»r tr̂ in Ho* H« Conductor Rirgis and £&ginmaa Kua* of this taraia atutad that they «ndtt a sto$ at Oa$§e£ end loft thsr® at about §»30 Tfê y 

did siot not loo anything unusual u M l e i?«?oin̂  over th® fiwlton <»hera th© darailmenfe af6*rward» oooyrrod* ^$In«aan Muso 
further stated that ho did not notlo* f̂ fcothor or not ^h© lacip 
on th© awitofc sns hu.mic^ T?hea ho pâ aod* 

P * . ^ I T E A I 3 T<T aroDO'/all stated that he • ^ S A ri.-lttg on 



tbo vmx of train Be, 11 <vnoa It panood Osgood* ana ho not load 
that th© awifcoh joints en the ŝ Jtoh ftttsa up tight 8M that 
the owitob IJS&P was humlng* H© further stated'tfeai on 
January 6. ten days prior to tho dots of tho aooidoat, BO gado a isernonal oxa&inatloa of this switch and found It to ha in goo'l oanttttioa* _ ^, , l' ' 

Oar fto$*taaon Barrow §h& gttamXl* who w^r© waiting at Osgood station for a northbound train at tho tiao of th® accident, atatod npon fearing train 8c« g approach* thoy st$p*> poa out in front of th® station to a«« it p&sa# Kss$di&toly aft or tho easln© rs&Qh#£ the point of the ô itolt thoy saw 
sparks filing w&iob waa followed by tho er̂ rturning of tho 
engine* fhoy also stated that aft or too accident and bof ro *&ny of the derail«4 oars had boon sjeved. thoy ox&eilnod tho 
svitsh and found It unloosed, tb« loror raiaod and tho md,toh 
joints open. They did not notice ̂ hofcnor or sot the saltan 
imp vao burning before tho dcraiteent occurred* ' 

Thlo aoeidont raos caused by an improperly secured 
or a ciartlnlly opoa @?dtch* 

Th© oooisioa in v&iob tbo engine and oars oauo BO 
rout after the accident, and tho nanre* la whioh tho track ..as torn n£# as wall a® the ©tntem<mto of eŝ loŷ oa, ixtlieat* that tbe tender ̂ boaio war© tho first to bo derailed, and that aft^r being derailed and running along oa the ties ft inert distance, on account of tho tioo bnmhing* tho tender 
&ragg$d tho rear jf tho looocotiTO torn, tbo raxl*| oottcd&g it to overturn, 

f:&ctiowaan • latea? was tho lo-'t povawi kao'sa to handled taio switch. If felled to 0oonro aad lock the 
in tic ro?®r ̂ oaltlon, the p&sa&go cf train Re* 11 and tho 
Xc-o©ke£IY<8 cf tnin !fc» 3 m y bâ o jarred tho ovdtch mt-* flolcntiy IQ loo&m tha hanOla* allo**£tig it to fly v& and tfc© switch joint« to 3>ring cp**t* 

On tfe* cShar fcaaa, tbo switch say hav^ b^&a left partially #3cn /Itsft ralieioua intent* A fosmar ocisloyca, t&o had been aisadaoedi ant m& Jno^n to fcaim a awltcb key in his posoffaaion, ̂aa o©aa at the eoono of .the «ro&lt ohortly after it occurred* E® ha** ©inoc h^n placed unctar arrest cfc«rg®£ with isnllolaû  tasiporlng -1th tho switch* 

o 


