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In re: Ianveatigansion of ncoidant which oocuryed
on tho Seaboard Aly Lins Reilway, near
Osgaod, We Cu, Jopuary 19. 1918,

4

on Jomary 19, 1912, thers wao o Qersllrnent of a
pasgengrr trein on the Jeakhoard Adr Line Rallwey et Oagood,
He Coy resulting in the death of one epploywe, ord the
injury of two pogosngers and six enploysow. ﬁftar-ia~
vassigation of thio sccident the Chief of the Diwloion
ropopbs ag follows: '

The dereliled traln wos southhound tralin loe 3,
novn as bthe Weubouord Fasht Hafl™, ea route frep Tsoliangton,
Ve €.y 60 Parpa, Fla., ond gonalated of enzine Ho. 200, thyee
grproed days, one -all onv, one soobinntion pessonger and
voggage oar, ofe odash, enhw Jdinlng gar, four Pullman slecpare,
and one Pylizman obaervatlon ear. The express fuy nuxt €0
the engine wes of acoden sopstrustlion, and the rail cer had
4 atrel underitnee, the othor gars h@g of all-stecl con-
shruetisn. The Sradn waz Iin olarge of ator Byrd nnd
Frginezan 5%ons.

n the 4nts of the ecovident $rain No. & left Nuieigh,
He Cy at 6708 7em., 30 mizntes ladey onl paaged Moncure, the
igot betagraph sfation, about 8 piles north of Oagood, at
7.19 pete 24 minuties lale, ond was derallad gahout 300 faet
porth of Osgood stotion at 7.00 pate, the gpeed of The train
being approxinately L8 niles »er hour.

The Raledgh Distrietd of bthe Seaboupd Alr Line
Palluay, on chiek $hic aceldent securvred, iz & singlowirack
line, tho movecent of Sralny being governed by time-table,
traln oriors and a rmomyal bleok signel systom.

Aprreaghing the .oint of aceldent from the norik,
the track {u dangont for a dlstanes of about 2,100 foet,
There iz 4 gradeo of 1.1% desoending southward, The Sraok
1 jald =dth 8fep.und shrel ralls, 30 feot in lengil, on
untrsated onk tlas, 18 tles $o the rails The tles are
singls nodked and lafd in ballmst of sand end oinderse

Avous 320 feot mozth of Osgood gtatioen, on the
past olle of tho nain track, 4s & toh leading to a spur
track -hieh raycliels she raln tmok for 4 dlztanee of 00
Taot, thon ouprves to tho eact toward the industry it aocrves.
I% rap &% thia m.iteh that tho deyailmenfi sccurrad, The
podser is grerubrd By & Rampo unright switoh stnnd, with
enclosed arrings. The svlitoh stand 1a aqnipﬂeahﬁi & rad
snt whise target, above rhieh is pldesd & lamp \91qg £-0
red and fuo white lonsess The awliteh 1o a atapdayd 13-Coof
~pil% gwitel, made by &he Pomnaylvanla Mool Company, and -
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C bas Been in servics syproximately $wo yearse .
,L?(“‘*} \l - ) (i |
e The eagine and tendey, The firut Shyee gars and
' the fopward Srucks of the fourth enr were Jerallicd. The

S (;y gogine emme So rest 304 feet south of the point of the switoh, -,
! on 1ts Jeft alde, with the forwapd wheels of the enginme truck

R & fgot, and the fratler vhesls 5§ foot, cast of the eact

S rafie. The tonder recnined souzled 6o the sngloe and eene .

: to ron% on 4%s .eft slde, on the bed of She alding 4nd almost

a% right angles %o the rain track. The Paey Sruck of thse

tondar was pracdienlly demolisheds. The £iras eur cune fo

rest in an worizgbt resottion, at right englee to tho sain

braok spn’ olose o the tondor. 152 rosr epd vas torn out

and its btrucks were badly dameged. Thr other cars that

~ary deraiied rosained scupled and wave to rest in an upe

right opition on the voodbad a fow fact gouth of ths end

of she flrzt car in the tralne

The emad switalk rall wpg forn out ard broken aboud
10 foeot © inohea from i%ts poind, and the angle bar and rail
ab the heel ¢f the axliteh, msre Bont and $lebed townrd the
ponter of the tracgks The frog waa yzaa*iqalxz'unimsurﬁﬁ«
Fran e boel of the frog to fthe yolnd whers thn englho save
%o veot, the mein line rall on the east side was 4leniaced.
The cain ‘ine yail m the wout slde rerained indaot for s
#iatonas of ahoubt $0 feet from tle paink of fthe switch,
and from thiz point southreari w0 ralls woro torn out by
the deralled eerss The raila on bths spyuy track wers torn
up for & distsnee of about N0O Poet,

4% the Bive of the accident the weslbepr was ~ild
anl sorevhat olou’'yY.

An evmminstlon of the enging, tender, aars and $rask
ghowed them &0 be in good oanditinm »ud no defeet -ma yovealed
that opuld in uny way heve onusad the deraillmenbs

Firrmen Bogan, of tealn Mo, 3, stated that a proaching
Gopeod be sar the mwlteh light and 46 indlosted olenrs The locow
mablve Fed an sleetric headlight, widoh wos burning: by ite
1izht e saw bhe soitol points and they appeered o b+ in a
projer posiilon. About the time the engine was pasaing overy
the switok, he £21% the teondar seftlel 46 Jumped up and Jown
( on she %tles for a shost 4latanes and thon the englne overturnod.
Ho piated that in ko oxinion tho tender was doralled Lirst and
at 1t ragged the ergine off tho ralloe .
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Conjuctor Byrd ssated thkat the first intipation of
e the impenting secldent e reselved, wus the sppliscation of
L the braisse Ab thad time he wns sbanding in the middle of
RO the ocmeh, the sixth car in the $¥ain, JTmmedistely mftor
b Q’\l the train elofped Lo went to the engine Lo asaist in releas~
37 ing the englnamen, und shortly after thas, in ¢ompeny wish
SN the ounductoy of a following n, he made an erxanination
o of the owiteh at the point of derallment, He stated that
' ke found the switol unlocked end the look banging by 1ta chalin,
The lover was reiced and turned shout bhalf « The switoh
points .ere in good coniition and sove open aboubt ong inol;
one palr of derniled wheals wog bebwoen She swlteh point
and the obook rulle The owiteh Taump waz not buyning.

Conductor Xeochas, of & froight tyaln whieh atopped
heklnd train No. 5 2 short bime after S$he aceldent, ztated
that he nade an exanination of the pwitoh about 20 mimutes:
ftor the neqldent oscuryed. He Poupd the swibeh loek hapg-
inx by 1to obkaln, %he sulich loveyr ralged and etiokinz oub
s%raig;htg and the giter vpointe oven frofn thras-guartors of
sz ipeh So one inch.

fGegbion Formwp Corr abated thas et nhout Tive
ofclock 2. Be and bis men bhad odcacion %o nae this switeh,
uxing tholy hand ear $o vush & trtek loaded with oross tles
in on the slde bLeasck, here it wee lofh. He iastructed one
of ki men o lipght the swibteh lamp, &nd then after 1iitinz
thely hand o.r Frow the ~iiing to ﬁi@ &ain tragk, they left
Oagocd aboud T d0 -.ze 3t proceadsd o Golon. Ko stabed
% 3t o made no ey sonl axunination of the gwiteh %o o0
shotler or 0t 1% van proserly et apd looksd.

Jopticnnon Wlcker stated that he handled the switeh
in lneing the rand txuck on the siding, and ls positive t 2t
afber the moveront was rade, he ot $ke gwitob for tha rain
track and looked it im thut o»ition.

Phe lLest Sruln cassing the smwlteb srior 90 the 6w
raiiment wap southboun’ pavaengey train No, 1l. OConduetor
Aargis ard Sngineman Muze of thies train stuted that they
L mode a stop at Oogeod end left thore at about 0,30 peme The
FROT: 4id uo% notloe anyithisg unurual while Hsoning ovor $he swito
where the derallmend afbsrescde oocsurred, Engineman tuse
further stated that he did wot notice shother or not the lamp |
( gn the switoh vaz burning when he pasrged,

Poodmastor ¥Yobowell astated that e wms ri»i\ng an
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ths rear of train No. 11 ohem 1t panasd Oszgood, and he notloed
shatt the switoh poinda on tho swited fltted up tight and that
the switch lomp wae burning. e further atated thet on
January €, ten deys prior to the dste of the neofdens, he vade
a personal examination of this ewiteh and found 1% to be 1
goul eendivicne ) et el 7 RPY
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Car Repsi{rcen Berrow and Buagell, who were walting
at Osgood sbation for & porthbhound trais at the time of the
acoldent, atated upon Learing train Ro. B apuroash, they stope
ped out in front of the station 0 soo 1% pases Jmedistely
afber she engins yeschos the polnd of the switeh they saw
znarks fifing whieh was foltowved By the overturaing of the
enzine, They aluo atoted that after the ascldent and bef rve
<y of the deralled ears hud heen moved, they exumined the
soltel and foupd 16 unlooked, ths lever yalsed and the swited
wolnta oven. They 41& not notlee whebher oy not the switeh
lamp was burning boefore the derailment decuryoeds '

i Tide accident was coused by an fmproperly =ecurod
or o partially open switahs

The coaiiion in wnhich Ske engine apd gars ouus Lo
ress aftey the acolient, and the manrer in whileh the Truck
L83 GO W2, &8 well az the statementa of enyloysen, iniloate
that the tondsy +boels wers the fizst to be deralled, snd
that after belng deorailed and running «lopg on the tles g
thort distanoe, on account of the tise uunahin? the Zonder
drazged tho rear .f the locormotive fron the re is. wnsioing
13 to cvarturn. .

Gepbionmen Cioker was the la+€ yrerson Enovwn 1o have
haniled thilo edtcle IF Lo fziled to seonpe and lock the low-y
in the _roper sositlon, the passage of train Mo, 11 ang the
lesonotive of Sratn No, 3 pay bave Jjoryed the switoh syt
fiolontly o loossn the henile, allowing 1% ¢ fly v and
the awibab yelnte o oring onegy

On the obthey hand, the switeh may have Besd lofi
partlally open ~Lth ~alieious intemt, A fortmer enployee, +ho
bad besn Mdemlisged, ani was Fnosn %0 have & switeh hey in bis
posaeagion, «ay goocn 8% the soene of the wreck shortly aftor it
sosurred. Eo hav osince deen placed usltey arrvest ebarged with
mallclons toopering —ith the pwitche
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