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IN RE INVESTIGATION GF Lgeg'é'c'ffi" ~ T/Eg'ﬁﬁ"G'UBRED OF THB
SEABOARD AIR LINE RAILROAD HEAR LILESVILLEF ¥.C., -
NAY 2, 1918,
Jure 11, 1919,

On May 2, 1919, there was a derallment of & prasenger
traln on the Seaboard Alr Line Railrosd near Lilesville, W.C.,
which resulted in the death of 2 employees and injuries to &
yassengers and 2 smployees. After investigation the Chlef of
the Bure¢au of Safety reports as follows:

The Monroe Dietriot of the North Carelina Division of
the SGesboard Ailr Line Rallrosd is & slngle treok line extend-
ing between Hamlet, K. C., and Momnroe, F. C., 8 distence of
52.6 miles, over whioch trains are operated by time table, trsin
orders transmlitted by telegraph, and en abseluite manual block
eignal system, Pram Lilesville southward the track is tangent
3,800 foet, then there ia a 1°15' curve to the left 3,340 feet
long, followed by several miles of tangent. The dersilment
cocurred approximately 977 feet after paseing from the ourve
onto the tangent. Beginniag a2t & point 2,800 feet south of
Lilesville and oentinuing for about § mile beyond the point
of derailment, there ies &n average descending grade of 1.1Fk.

The track at and in the vieinity of the accident was
leid in 1910 with 76 pound rails, 33 feet in length, with 21
untreated ties of pine, ocak or cypress under each rall, ballast-
ed wlth 12 or 1b Inches of gravel ballast, At the point of
dersilment the track waee on a flll of nearly 12 feet in depth

and was in good condition.
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The %rain involved was southbound passenger train HNo.
13, en route from Wilmington, ¥. O,, to Charlotie, N. C, At
Eamlet, H. 0., & ohange of engines end engine orews was made
and lesving there the train consisted of locomotive 613, 1 ex-
preashcar, 1l combination mail and baggage ocar, 2 oosches and
1l Pullman gar, in the order nemed. This train, in charge of
Conductor Fountain and Enginemar Hill, left Hamlet at 8.47 p.m.,
7 mlnutes late, left Lilesvlille, 19.8 miles south of Hamlet, at
P.24 p.m,, 3 minutes late. A% Mile Post 274.6, about 1.6 milen
gouth of Lilesville, the train encountered an obstruatlien on
the track whioch gamsed it derailment at 9.26 p.m., while travel-
ing at a speed estimated to have been 46 or 6O miles an hour.
The westher was clear.

The loocomctive left the rails and osme to rest on 1te
left side, down the embankment, about 30 feet from the track,
to the left of and parallel with the gombination oar, which iay
between it and the track, their front ends being almost even.
It had its wniletl destroyed and the eab broken off, the engime-~
men end fireman being killed, The tender was torn from itse
trueke and ocame to rest in a reversed positlon some 20 feet
ahead of whers the englne lay, with 1ie rear end resting agminat
the slde of the sxprese car, both fouling the traoks, The ex=
prgss ear was stripped of ite trucks and the body of the ear
. oame® t0 rest in an elmost upright position some distance south
of where the tender lay, fouling the tracks crosswise, The com-
bination mail and baggage car came to rest immediately north of

the express oar, clear of the maln track and about 8 feet to the
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left of 1%, lying on 1te side asbout half turned over and resting
agaelnet the locomotive, Phe rear end of the osr was &t the Yoot
of the fill. The 2nd-gslega c¢oeah, the 3rd oar in the trein, came
to rest immedistely behind the combination car, still on ita
trugks, leaning slightly to the left, wlth its front end inclined
toward the embankment and its reasr end on tep of flll, foullng
the track about 8 feet. The lat-olass ocoach, the 4th ear in
train, ocame to rest in an upright position on its trueks and
8t111 coupled to the coach ahesd, but with all wheels deralled,
The Pullman car, the 6th car in the traln, eceme to rest in an
upright poeition wlth its front trueks deralled, its rear trucks
remaining on the rails and standing 2% or near where the ob=-
struoticn hed been placed.

At the point of obetruotien, 12 inches from the end of
rail aasd 1 inoh south of the rell jolnt, a creseent-shaped plege,
about 5 or ¢ inches long and sboat 1% Inches deep, wae brokea
from the ‘nside edge of the base of the left rall. The joint
1teelf was not broken. From the nature of the break it sesmed
to have been gaused by a sudden upward blow alopg the edge of
the base at the point of fracture and the under side of the bame
of the rail at the fracture had besn beveled up, as if frem
vigelent frictigm. The edge of the base for about 6 to 6 inohes
beyond the point where the mil was broken alsc hed the appear-
“anee of some metallic objeet besring sgainst the side in an up-
ward motion., About 6 feet south of thils joint there appeared
& declded downward kink in the left rail, as if from being struck
by some hesavy body, leading to the belief that it was here the



engine drivers or trucks again came in contact with the raill
after pagging over the obstruotion., The firat and seocond
joints in the left rall south of this looation remalned intaot,
but the third joint hed bolls aheared and angle-bars broken.

The first indleation of wheel marks on the ties was
on the 7th oross tie south of the point where the obstruetleon
wad encountered and about 6 inches from the rail end to the
left of both rmils. Wheel marks showed plainly on the ties,
diverging to the left from that polnt and extending to the Iréd
rail joint ahead, where the rall jolnt was broken, as desoribed
above; from that point the track was aimost completely torn off
the roadbed Ffor a distance of 6 rail lengths, or 198 feet, the
left rail being under the wreckage. ITndioatlone were that
after the cngine truck®s had passed over the obstruction, they
lznded first on the rail, then on the oross ties, making the
above described marks, which gradually led to the left wntil
they ran off of the ties on the left side. he next oross %le
beyond the broken rell, which was a sound pine tie, was shoved
ahead about 7 inchea on the left aside and showed that some pieae
of hemvy iron had come in contmet with it with Llerrifio foree,
autting the fibres of the tiec about 1% inches deep from sbout
6 inched inslde of left rall, splintering off to left emdi of tie
and leaving traces of 1lron ruast slong the edge of tle for a dias-
‘tance of 25 to 30 inches between the rmils from the fractured
r%il; and indiestions of scme sharp or square edge rubbed across
the face and oenter of tie, The grushed area of thie tle was

about 6§ or 8 inechssn, About the eenter of this peme tie there
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wag another cut place in top side of tie about 4% inches in

lengtk and about & inch deep; betwsen that and the first men-

tioned cut plece there wes a plain 1lndication of iron rust om
. the top side of tle.

A short time after the derailment a search wes made
t0o determine the cause of it, and a S3implex freight ear coupler,
welghing about 280 pounds, wea found about 230 feet south of the
point where the piece was broken from the left rsil, about 10
to 15 feet to the left of the roadbed, juet ahead of parts of
demolished tender truck frame. This drawhead bore abraelons
about § inch deep on its head, where wheel flanges had come for-
0ibly in eontaect with 1t, and lees prominent ccard on the insgide
faoe of coupler head and kmmokle about the shape of the ball of
a rall, as 1f osused by frietion of the ball of rail yrudbing
through it.

Appearances indigate that this drawhesd was placed
upon the left rall between the ties, near a rail Joint, with the
knugkle hooked over the reil end forming s olamp over thes ball
of the rail, wlth the guerd arm of coupler extending uniermaath
the inside edge of the base of the rail and the shank of ecupler
pro jeeting toward the middle of the track, the coupler in this

+ poaition formirg & eomplete derail. This was apparsntly the
only way lu which thie drawhead could heve been securely emough
fastened or lodged 1o have permitted m snfflalent rumber of
whesle %0 pess over it in the seme place and eause the flange

merke which showed plainly on the baok of drawhead. From 1in-



digations it eppeare thet this drawhead wasg pushed or dragged
along on the left rall until the breaking of the rallejoint
permitted this rail to be torn away.

The train sheet shows freight train Yo, 86 to have been
the last traln %o pass over this traok previous to the movement
of No, 13, it having left Lilesville at 9.0 p.m., 22 minutes
before the departure of No. 13 irum that satation, and arrived
st Wadesbora, 6 miles south of uLilesvilile, at 9.11 p.m. In=-
quiry following the ageident developed the fact that Ho. 8D
had not pulled out any of its draw-heade, nmor had it any oars
in ite train from the lading of whioh 8 druw-head might have
fullen. However, the recorde show that Cendunetor 3right, eof
freight train 2nd Ho, 82 on April 20th, reported the pulling
out of a8 drawhead from a car of plg iron while pamsing over this
geation of track, atV Mile Post 274.9, the drawhead being left
abandoned in the ditaoh beside the track. There is no reqord
of any 8lmilar acoldsnt along this seotion of track beitween that
date and the time of this acoident,

Conduetor Fountain svated that after leaving Hamlet
the engineman had mede & rumning teet of the air hrakes and
they had experienced nc diffieulty with the brakes between there
and the point of acoident; nothing unuaual osourred and the
gpeed of the train had not been excessive at any time. He said
the ele¢tric headlight had been burning brightly and he hed re-
061ved ne gomplaint from his enginemen congerning it or any of

the other equipment. A% the time of the derailment he wasg



standing in the third oar from the sngine, but on acaoumnt of
the sudden shock, oould not state positively whether or not the
brakes were applied in emergemoy prior to the derallment. He
said, in the presence of ssveral others, that he had talked with
the eolored fireman before he dled, and that the fireman said he
had seen an obstructrion on the track and that the englneman saw
it about the same time, In compeny with othere, he made asB
careful exzamination as cowld be made ~f the trmek to asgertain
the oeuse of the aerallment and deoided that it was cauped by
some obstruotion bDetween the rails, but did not locate the ob=-
struotion before leeaving the scene. He hed beon rumning with
Epgineman Hill intermittently for the past 5 years, bhad always
found hi.. relinable and gounsidered him a very careful engineman,

Flagman Porterfisli stated thet he was riding in the
3rd oar from engine. Just before the shook of dersliment he
felt the emergency brakes spplied end thought they were not re-
legped from the time they were applied until the train came to
& stop as he felt ne distinot slackening of the apeed until the
ouxrB qommenced iturning over, He said the train was traveling
about 40 miles an hour when he felt the emergency brakes go on,
looked ahesd, saw sparks fiying, and reached up and pmlled the
emergancy cord, but there was no responss, indigating the brakea
were alrewudy apulied. He heard the firemap make the statement
that there wue something on the rail end that the enginemsn had
called his sttention to it.

Baggage Master Baker recalied looking shead from the
door of baggsge car while &t Lilesaville a2nd saw by the reflec-
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tion that the headlight wes burning brightly and thought that
an obstruction on the track oould be ssen & distance of b0 yards.

() The first he knew of the accident the trucke were on the road-
bed, the brakes belng applied at about the same time,

Express Mesaenger 3ims stated that after beimg thrown
to the floor of the express eer hy oould see the headlight atill
burning through the back of his ocar, the express car having heen
oarried shesd of the sngine.

Engineman Howie, who was desdhesding om train No. 13,
riding in the fourth coach from the engine, stated thaet bLeforse
leaving Hamlet he bad talked with Engineman Eill, who appeered
to be ln normal condition. He noticed the elecgiric headlight
was burning brightly snd recelled the running test of brakes after
leaving Hamlet. He seid the traln was traveling at from 40 to
4 miles an hour when he felt & sudden application of the brakes,
whioh he thought was an emsrgency appliscation and whiaoh threw
him over hie seat, the shook of derailment coming about 5 or 6
seoonds later, He said the brekes were applied before roaching
the obstruotion and the speed of train was muoh less when the
shock of derallment came than it was at the time the brakes were
applied, He had pmased over the track where the aoscident oo~
enrred on the afterncon preoeding the deraliment and had ob-

. served nothing wrong with the traok and considered it in wery
good condition. He guestioned the oolorsd fireman before his
death, who informed him that "they ran over something” and that
the engineman had seen it, )



CGonduotor Benton, who was deadheading on traln No. 13
at the time of the sccident, stated that the speed was 46 or B
miles an hour approsohing the scene of acoident; he felt the
brakes apply sbout & traln length before the crash came. He
had paesed over this portion of track that afternoon and oon~
gidered 1% In very good condition.

Road Foreman of Engines Goodwin, a passenger on irain
No. 13, stated that he was rlding in the smoking compartment of
the ahair car; +%he train wes running 46 or 50 miles an hour when
he felt the brakes were appliad in emergency: He eatimated the
time between application of brakes and stopping of train to have
been about 6 segonds and said the speed of the train had been
oonsiderably deoreased when 1t reached the obstruction. With
Engineman Howie, he questioned the colored fireman, who sald
that his enginemen had seen something on the traok. He said
that when they examined the engine, the position of the levers
indieated that “ngineman Hill had applied the brakes, as they
found the brake lever in extreme emergenay, the throttle closed
and ths reverse lever get nsaxr the center. He examined the
engine, inspeeting truoke, driving wheels, tires and pedestal,
but found nothing wrong with them. He took partioular notige
of the breax in the innlae bmse of the left rell and thought it
éﬁs broken from the top.

Master Mechenie Price stated that after the moagident
he made an inspection of the wheels of the engine and tender and
found thewm in good condition. The trucke had been badly wrecksed,
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but the tie bars were 2%tlll attaghed. He was certalm that ne
mechanioal defeot existed about the englne whloh might have
caused the dersailment. He sald he found the brake valve in full
release posltion,

Traln Master Pritchett steted that he reached the sgene
of the derailment before any of the wreoksd equlpment was moved
and investigated to determine the cause. He found nc drawheads
miseing from the derailed equipment, but after examining the
ooupler end tender truck bolster fomwnd lying near the track, de-
ocided that the coupler wae placed orn the rall with intent %o
wreok the train.

Divislon Engineer Gold deseribed ae an upward fraoture
the point where the pieoce waes broken from the left rail and
stated that the warks further along the base of rail indloated
an upward pressure by some cbjectb. He had passed over Hhls por-
tion of track two days previous to the acoldent, at which time
the alignment and surfacing were in good sconditien. He theought
the drawhend was elamped over the east rail by some unknown party
with malioious intent.

Seotion Foreman Mepgsagee Btated that on the day of the
accldent he had worked on the itrack in the vigeinity of the de~
rallment, putting in some new ties, raiming and surfeolng the
track for about 160 feet north of the location of the derallment,
finiehing hie work about 3.30 p.m. He reoalled that while work-
ing &t that point he had noticed an unemployed negro loitering
nearby for about three-gquarters of an hour. He further stated
that, two or three deys preceding the scoldent, he had pleked up



a drawhead on the south end of hie sectlon, whieh he had intended
taking into Lllesville at sometine when he ocould follow & Praim
into that stetion, but, having some work to perform near the
point where the derailment leter occurred, had loaded the draw-
head onto his motor sar and caerried it 0 & swpot not far from
where the rear end of Pullmen car atood after the acoldent. He
had unloaded it there, leeving it lying about 18 inehes frem the
ties, and had observed 1t there on the day of the aocident.
Several hours after the derailment, when asked %0 show the Buper~
intendent the drswhead he had moved, he took him to the plage
where he had unloaded iif several daye before, but ocould not £ind
it at that loeation. Asked if he could identify the drawhead,
he sald he thought he could, and upon being shown the drawhead
whioh wae fouund in the wreokage, ldentified it as Lhe ome he had
mo ved.,

A coreful inspeotion was made of zll whaeele of the
derailed equipment, all appearing in gocd oondition and showing
tuat 1little wear and the investigation brought out thaet previocus
t0 the aocclident the running gear of the squipment was without
defect,

This acoident was caused by train FHo, 13 striking a
drawhead which appesrs to heve been plaged en the left rail less
than one~half hour previous to th¢ passage of the train, by scme
person or persons unknown, with maliclous intent.

Engineman Hill had been employed as an englneman on

this road simce 1898 and had & good recgord. He and Fireman
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Hammond had been on duty about one hour und fifteen minutes
after 2 12 hour rest period, while the train crew had been om
duty periods ranging from 3 to 6 hours, after periods off duty

varying from 14 hours to 17 houre, none in exoess of the statu-~

tory period.
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