
441 

Sa ra investigation af em aaaideal which 
occurred as taa iaaaaarji Air l.lac tall* 

aar near l i t t r e u , 8* 8* f imam SO, 
lttf* 

August *4» m * . 
Oa fume 30, i § l ? # there waa a bend-end collision 

bntweea twa freight trains aa taa Seaboard Air Una laliway, 
aaaat tare* miles south af fcittreil, 8*0*. which resulted 
la tbe death af fear employees earn the injury of two 
employees* After imveellgabioa tarn Ohief of lite Division 
of Safety raporta aa followsi 

Tma Raleigh Biatrial af taa Tirglalo Division of tha 
iaaaaara Air Line taiiwaw on w&iah taia accident ooourred, 
la a tingle break lino emteadlag between 8alel§b, §* 0* ana 
a rilaa, 8* 0* t a distance of fifty-eight miles* tma general 
direction ia north ana south ana tralaa ara excreted fey tlaa* 
tahla ana tram orders* under a manual aloes* algae! system* 
Oaa train io allowed to follow another lata a block only hy 
a permissive hlooh sard leased upon authority of tha •Super­
intendent, 

Tho semaphore type of block signal ia used, and wham 
train orders are to bo delivered at a atatlon a red flag by 
day and a red lantern by night la dlaplayod In addition to 
tha block eignel* Tram orders are transmitted by tela* 
phone, the telegraph being uaed aa am enalliery la ease af 
necessity. Tba weather at tisse of aaaldamt was clear witb 
alight ower^anglng fag* 

Tho traina involved m tbia aeeldent ware southbound 
fraight tram Ho* 89, eoaaistiai of tm loads and a oaboosey 

hauled by engine SIT, m eherge af Ooaduotor ©rake and laglne-
ma Gaakmf* and northbound extra fraight train la* Jit* tan* 
elating of 40 loads end eabooae, m ebmrnm af Cond.otor Hmora 
amd Snglnetian I»inkmue* 

Twain mm* m left Fdrmamauth* Ta* at 10*40 p* m** 
mm BPtb* am route to Raleigh, and at 8e9lina the north 
and of tba faieigh Dlstrlet. tha erew la eherge received tram 
mmm 8a. i f | reeding ae foilowes 

•Inalae Sift will ram 8xtrn fobatam St* to 
manilaa and moot Bo. 89, angina Sif at Kittrell, 
and 8e* i t , Knglae Sit, at forliaa*a 

Train 8o* m left 8ovliaa at 0*00 e* aleak a* m«t fume SOth* 
mot 8a* eV at Mlddleburg. stepped at tomemreea emd aat off 
tome eare, them proceeded to t i t t reJi , where train order 8o* 
4t warn resolved reading aa fmllowai 



•Ixtpa air north will meet m, m$ engine si?, 
at JTraakliataa instead of Kittrall, Intra 3lt will 
tana aiding em *euta«ard peas **•*£«* ^ 

fold order *baag*d the »**tiag point etwees train So* ©0 
end extra SIS fram *ittr*ll te fraakli&toa, S.8 milee farther 
aouth* train »©* at, peeeed Klttmll at abut d.S* a* m#, and 
whaa about three ailea south of tbat point aallidad witb antra 
312 at a apeed generally estimated for aaab train of about 
80 mi lee per hour* 

Satre SIS north left Johnson St., Raleigh, aa route 
ta ftlebmene, fa . , at d«8Q a* a*, hawing reeeiwed a eopy of 
traia order la* Si, abor* raferred t o £ together with a number 
of other order*, aad arriwed at fake forest, It** ailea from 
fahnaoa ft*, at 5.IE a* a« f pulled Into the aiding, m% me* 1, 
and left at 8.80 a* a* tula train etoped at Toungwllle for 
water aad $*»»«d Fpamj&into**, tba only open telegraph offlea 
between wake Forest and the paint of accident, at &bmt e.iO 
a* a* under a clear ©leek signal a eaiiiding with fta* 39 about 
f i re miles north of fraoblioten* 

fhe force of tba coilialoa cr^^ad the front end of 
tbe hollars, tore the holler from tba frna* of mm engla*, 
wreaked Ha freight cars and damaged four others* the engines 
aad teasers fall to tbe -west aide af taa traak with tha wrecked 
cars heaped upon then* the areekege •nunht fire and ft freight 
cars ware burned up* causing henry additional damage to tha 
loaamotires* fhe bodies of the two aagiaeffiea, one fireman 
aad one braiseming aba ware killed sad caught under tbe wruok* 
age, were partially cremated* 

Approaching the paint of eel Halo* from the south, there 
ia a tangent ewer a mile in length which ;a»e» over far 
Hirer, followed by s 8 curre to the left, etO feet In length, 
through a deep rook tut to fee polab of aaeldant* 

Approaching from the north there la a iong tan^amt, 
fallowed by a 40* curre though a cut § feet deep to a tangent 
830 feat lent, at tba south aad of which the collision ewaarree* 

fhe track le skirted am both sides ay wood;*, ekcept 
tbat at tbe point where tba trains met t&ere ia a abort open 
space of cleared land* 

Train *o* am bad been descending a 0*?l£ grsds fer a 
distance of about 8 miles, and extra fl£ north bad descended 
a 0.72# grade about a miles te far Fiver and tied ascended tbe 
••fljt grade north of far l i ra* about three-quartere of a a i ls 
Hiaa the oalllaioa oaourrad* The new of th* appreaenlmp; 



train* wae limited to about three amy lengthe by too deep 
rmak oat ami wood* am tha iaalde of -the curve* fa* eacinemam 
am tha northbound train* being am the owtieid* of tha mmm, 
could aat aaa -tha mmgyoaebiaf aaa^aaama traia for mm them 
tma aar lam!::tha. f he view of tha e**£a«n*a oa tha eeatb-
bound train could aot haw* haoa mmm. greater, aa tha engine 
am tha northbound traia had Jaat moved out af tha aat whoa 
tha collision ©eeurred. 

Conductor firafee, of traia Ma* 6*> atated that ha 
reeeived **f*t*l order® at awrlia** among which waa order la* 
i f f timing a neating paint aim **ifa $11 at SSlttreli, and am 
arrival at Xlttreli* ardor ha* at ama handod up to them, 
ehaaglag tha aoetlag paint to frammliatam and direetlag extra 
812 aorth ta take aiding on th* southbound paaclag treat* 
8poa receipt of thie order, ta*r l*ft K|ttr*ll at about t.tO 
*• m», anpeatinfto moat antra 31£ at fiam&llatom, end wham 
aaaat S mii*e month ot Klttr*ll, hla train aam* to a memo* 
atop* A* th* air bvak** had gam* on in th* esrmt«*»ey* h* 
thought am air boa* had buret and ha and hla fleg-naa harried 
forward end found mi* t**la M eollided with extra f i t at a 
paint where hi* *agin*mam eonld have mm th* et^raaehlng 
train poaeibly only thro* ear lemgth** f hla atetemamt 
wa* aorrahoratad by hi* flaps*** 

Ooaduotor tlmore9 of extra 81* north, eteted that ho 
trmeaivad train order am* m at Johnson Street Yard, Raleigh, 
together with several other orders left ther* at 4*30 a* m* 
ami palled lata th* a id ing *t van* forest *bcut §*la e* a* 
to meat %mi» Ho* l , * so ithhouad passenger train* After 
tymia ho, l pmased thay loft wek* foroet at 8*80 a* m*f and 
•topped at rauagwilln for water* Aft*r lea-ring Toungville ha 
and hla f laxen toda ia th* empoia ot th* aahoose, be on the 
right sid* emd hi* flagaaa on tho left *id*, occupying these 
poaitlon* paasing fraafcliatom aad aatil th* *olli*lon occurred, 
8* atated turthar thet tb* bl*oh signal at fraakliataa wee la 
th* elear position amd no train order elgoel wee displayed* 

tlagmaa mhAta, of antra 818 aorth* atated that, awing 
t* taa dalay at 8«k* fereat waitiag far traia 8o* i , b* ama 
expeetiag to i*t am order at traobliatan to etiaag* th* meeting 
paint with train »o. m§ ant **pro«ming trmnbiiaten h* ah* 
•arvmd th* bleak signal la th* elear position aad ao train 
order signal dleplayod* 8o "OBlled*' the algal to Coaduetor 
I t e r * emd reeeived a mapoaea* Aa thay pease* tb* telegraph 
affie* at trankllnten, which aaa on hla side of tha trim, be 
obaarvad the opormtor aittlng at tb* table, turn hie head and 
lank at th* paealng train* but b* sad* aa other save* 

Brakemaa *©aeef of extra 818 north, abated tbat 
aptroaabUig ttaakllatam h* «t* riding on the firms**4s aeat 
box am th* left aid* of tbo engine and wham thay aam* in 



eight ef tha block ©l^.aXf I t m» atemnimg la taa elear 
I tloa i aa train mmm® signal mm displayed, ia eell** ooai mSZf ttai ta* to taa af^aeiw* aai f lr*man*. botb of waem râ posaem" 

•wait*** « * knew they mm m mmm to mm tr*la io , i t at 
Elttfail* Wbaa eomiag out of tba mm* oat enoat three-quarter* 
of a al ia north of far River, hm mw trala ea» ®§ «faxaaaolaf 
about mm mm length dints* $ ha g»v* aa alarm *leek oat** 
sprang to tba anglnmam1* alia af th* angina nam Jumped off, 
tba colliai>n occurring $u*t nbout mm tie* ba mtmm tba 
ffeuaa* tba angina ma using steam aai ba did mt tbtak tha 
enginemaa who waa aittiag Sown, witb hi* hand m tba turottl** 

MI cai]" train Ho* 8» before the aailiaioa occurred* 
Operator ©fart, the third trick operator »t Kittrail, 

workiag from 11*00 p» r. until ?*0O a* a*, atatad that between 
6.06 and 6,10 a* a*, tha block between Klttrell mm ifraakllaten 
baring baaa cleared by aoutbbound trains- ba eaeuret the black 
from tha operator at trsaklintaa for train io* so, using Slg* 
aal •8*af «* prawidaa by ami* S£S, aigmifyiag «ile*k aorta* 
bound trains** At about 5*18 a* a* ba received a *ia* ordar 
far train %* at, avenging tba »e*tl8g point with extra Sli 
aorth from Sit trail to frank! istoa. Ha heard tha •jtepetar *t 
iraakiinbea, in aa ©wan tone of toice, repeat tbe order cor-
raatly amaapt that he said "aertbwerd* instead of "southward* 
fans track, but wham eewestsd by tbe dispatcher, aetoowiedf#d 
tha mistake and corrected It* After framkilntom repeated tbe 
erasr* ba also repeated the order mm received eoapiete from 
th* dispatcher* ft* displayed taa train order slips*! at 0*18 •« 
ana h*»d*a tha order up to train ae, 88 while pasting bis 
station at 8*8* a* a* 8* tbaa reported train Hot if to tha 
operator at franklin ton, who respoaaedt *A11 right** A mlauta 
or two later th* operator et Frank! iawaa aallai bla ami la-rredl *X* i f by yea?* fpea beiagteld n****** snidi 

have jiayed hell** 

Dispatcher Beata*** wbo works tb* thlrt trick from 
X&*W midnight until S* 00 a* a, , atatad that b* issued trala 
order Ha, f§ ta train io* at at Sorlin®, and to extra 818 north 
at *?ohfi*oa i t* , firing a meet lag point far the** trains at 
Klttrell* tetra 811 aorth *mv*<t at take Forest at 5.18 
a* »*» pulled into tbe aiding, mat traia Io* 1 and left at 
8*80 a, »*, tbaa stopped at fouafviiie for m%mt* fmln to* 88 
ild&ta work at Henderson msiakef tana asunl, aad i t «** mmm 
that it would aapeaite tbe sovewmt of that train to etamt* tbe 
aa#ti£% paint to Fraatciiaton* 

Ixtra SIS north mm running m lat* that it hmm* 
already tsinaed the market, aad be desired to eive trala 
la , ta tha preference ia order to put it into lotttiaoa It* 
aa tl;a* fie tbaa instructed tbe operator at Kittrail to lat 
bla know eaen train Mo* m mm earning*. » n t i r | ^ ^ ^ mhm&m 
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ill th* meeting v*lnt* At 6. IE or t»18 a* a* th* operator At 
Kittr*ll reported train Ho* 09 approaching about two ailee 
away* Bo iwaedi*t*ly **k*d tao oper*ter ot frenklintom if 
h* could hear extra M i oo&iiigt Opon heing tola • a o , # no 
plseed order Mo* 40 ot fittrefi for train in* m an4 at 
traitliiston for antra Sir aorta ana *0pattft©ri* ehanglag taa 
moating point from Xlttrell to franklinton, tao southward 
pawing traot at yrankll&toa baiaf iaeated aorta of the taia* 
graph off loo, ao eoasidered the ****** of taa coating point 
to trenailstan perfaetly aata* d*pandiag apen th* dollvary 
of tho ardor to extra hit aorth at that point, from leaf 
«xp*ri«aee a* lied found Operator Jacobs* Ao waa an duty at 
fyamkiiatan, reliable, and* having ob»#rv*d nothing unusual 
about hi* mm during tha night* took no extra pretmutioa 
'to insure stopping antra 312 north and dallvery of the ord*r 
which mm plated at th* mating paint, further than to mere­
ly address It to th* •Op*r*tai* is addition to th* traia* 
fie did aot ante the aerator i f tie ted hi* *top ®i$»*l« dis­
play ad or instruct him to tat* extra vt̂ etautioa to atop th* 
antra* 

Mm atated that aaaat t«tt a* a* Op***te* fscabs 
at freakllaten, reported that extra tit hat run by hut he* 
stopped end mm becking up, and ha told him to *get hla to 
sign that order right *%-ay end go in tho southward pmm 
traak and tie**** jOlapataber ̂ aatma eteted that lie a#»tiaue€ 
with hla a***, eoapletiag *et***l *th*t araww, whom Operator 
mm%m mmm in on th* phone and aaid, *fhe t i l diaa*b stop,» 
to which aa replied* «f«u mm. ta aay ha didn't etopfa and 
Operator *ae@bs said, "fee, 1 vlayed hall and gm*a hi* a oiear 
bo*rd*f Within 3 or 4 minute* ta* wires want damn* iadi*atla$ 
that the train* had collided* 

Sceoad trick Operator ftlemoynmmn, at ffanfcUatg* 
who works from 4*00 » , m. to 18*00 sAtmight* eteted that 
Operator taoabe mm ta th* off ia* aaaat 11*00 p« a*, 
perfectly saber, and rellev*d bia ant tb* a*-**, here ant 
train art*r signal* mar* in good working toatitlon et tbat 
ttatv 

belter Outlaw, a colored atstlom hand at Ft*nJdiat«a# 

atated that mm b* arrived at tba station at 6.40 a* »*, 
th* signal wee red and Operator leech* and an outsider by 
tm* mem* of Staunton war* lying oa tbe tebl* in tb* office* 
f cache get up and pall** th* signal »*hit*** Outlaw furth*r 
stated tbat f»eob* staggered and h* amailed tb* odor of 
wbiakey am him* he «la* noticed a plat bottle ia Stauato*»e 
coat pocket and thought & ooatainod wbiakey* later ho went 
for a bucket of water far th* office, during which Use tba 
traia passed and upon hla return leaebe was sitting in tb* 



ohtir and * train order wa* lying oa tha table ia front of hla* 
Beetlon Foreaaa Sleek •tatca that bo wont to too 

off loo fit Franklinton about 6*86 or 8*40 a. a* Tha eigne! 
waa •waita* and aa found Operator faesbe sitting bebiud tha 
teal* with bit bead la bla h*ni«» l a inquired about tralaa 
end faaoba told bla ba bad lat aa aatr* la tba blook uadar a 
olaar signal m trala aa* @@. aa e&elied tba odor of 
whiekey aad faeobs seeded very nervous, etaggeyed *lightly 
aad had to support hlaself by holding to tba wall wblla 
talking on tba telephone, aa atatad thai 8t»uaton, whoa 
ba aoixaldar^d a nam of bod repute, waa alao ia tba off!*** 

flrat frisk Operator Brown atatad tbat fee srrirad 
at tb* of floe at fraakliatea about f .80 a. a, and found 
Operator faaoba trying to take m ord*r far work egsrtr* at®, 
bat wbaa be want ia tb* offie* ?«eob* laid the tslephoae dowa 
without finiehiag taa order and pawed around on the eppoelte 
aid* of th* table* Brown atatad tbat be did not get aloe* 
tmmwtgn to feeoba to em*li whiskey on bla, but bis aetlon* 
lnalaatee1 that be w** Intealeetad* Ba found two sopiee of 
th* order ad€re®a«d to mtm 8181 tb* «*a*phor* we* •Whit** 
and no train order aigosl diep3 aped* 

Ag«at Moaa at franklinton atatad that be want to tbe 
aff1*8 Juat before @,00 o* aleak and that Operator Brown, 
who bad reMered Jacoba, *ald that faoob* Had l*t aa artr* 
In th* bleak on train lo* at and tbat there wea a bad wreak 
earoaa far Hirer* eeeeb*, who we* *t i l i i s the of f ie*, 
reaarkad tbat b« fend tbe erear for th* antra, aad tbat i i wa* 
bla fault that It wet not delivered* Agent *oct also ateted 
tbat faeofee waa plainly ua&ey tb* influence of whiskey * 
frawioualp ba bad appeared to be a young aaa of good bablta 
and b* bad newer «**» or haara of bla being in th*t eoedltioa 
before* Staunton, whom b* aaid bears a bad repatatlaa, bad 
l*ft the of floe before he arrived* 

Mayor 7ord,of Pmakliatea, atatad that be ieeued a 
wnrrant for ^aooba* arreat, charging him with being drunk 
in * publl* Uoe and tried bla shortly after 10 o'clock the 
aoraing of th* aeeideat end that fsoebs w»a under tbe 
influence of whiskey et tbat tisa* 8a than lasted * snaae* 
warrant charging saaelaughbey and had Jsoobe eemlttea to 
|a l l at Beleigh* Thi a statement la corroborated by Chief 
of Felloe take of Frank!inton. At the time of the lnveetlg** 
tloa of tbia accident Operator *e*o*r had been eemlttet te 
jai l and fcia counsel declined to per&it bla to rake a etnte~ 
neat* 

General Buie 810«*\ of tha Seaboard Air tine fellaa? 
raad* aa follow*! 

\ 



*X» iiialEing nmetlmg paint*, whaa nr*cbl**bi** 
one telegraph etatloa ahould lat^rven* between those 
at which opposing trains receive meeting mmm»t sad 
i f tbia station i t the mmm&m paiat mm Operator mmm 
ahould, it practicable, peealv* m espy of th* ord*r 
m mm* to tat train* end bio understanding received 
aaa order mmm eaaplata before mm order to either 
train I* aodo camp let*** 

Ob*ervsa** of thle mlm would bav* required tbo order 
«b*aglng tbo mooting point to bo swat aad delivered to antra 
31f north at l*k* foraatv tba n**t open telegraph off low south 
of Iraakliatea, aad a copy to taa Operator at fraaillatea, tba 
maatlag point. Dispatcher Bastoaaa admitted tbat tbia rule waa 
aot eemplled witb aad stated further tbat i t* obaerraaoe baa 
aot beam required by tbe officers la. charge of tbe f irglaia 
&iviaioa* 

Bale £18-8 re»da aa fellows! 

"meeting orders mast not be seat for dalirery 
ta trains at tbe meeting paints* i f it aaa be aveldea* 
Sf i t enaaot be avoided*. spaniel preemutleae mm be 
taken by tba train Dispatchers ana Operators to in­
sure safety* and tha order eball spealfy tbe train 
wblab is te gat Its copy st the tweeting point.* 

Diapatoiiar m®%mm alaa disregarded this rule* 

anils the rule does aot areelfy tha nature ef pre* 
eautlon contemplated, a proper regard for aafety should bare 
prompted the dispatcher to satisfy himself* by Inquiring from 
tba operator at fr*akli»te» # that star signals wars froparly 
displayed aad instructed him to place a torpedo oa tha r c l l 
a reaeemabie distance south ef the off ice . A high degree ef 
ears thus shown by the dispatcher might bare aroused tbe 
operator at fraokllntoa to a raallaatloa of his doty and 
of tha responsibility resting apea bim and resulted In tha 
signal being displayed and possibly tha aaeldant averted* 

Bale 888 readsi 

•fh* blook signal amat newer ba faateaed la 
tha clear peeltlea exec t wham the offl** is closed 
for tii* sight, bat mast always ba held *t tbat 
peeltloa whaa I t 1* desired to alear a train uatll 
the rear car of the traia has passed**1 

tbia rule was violated by Operator faeob*, as the evid*n*a 
Indicate* ta* elgaal mm cl«ar whaa extr* Sit north came ia 
sight of i t and ramaln*d clear aatll Operator Bsewa earn* oa 
duty at f.80 «« a* 



Bale sai-s yende ea follow** 

*$mm%m*». la *heagiag position at camphor* 
signal tram •atop* ta •praam*** should sa aa f talf 
waam aaa «a«w*ment aam aa aaam by tba %min*®&&. I f 
-tba emalaemaa falia ta aaa tma aoaaaaat ot tba arm* , 
oa light, ba amat atom ama aat pro****, aatil after 
r***irlng a alenvaao* «eM.* 

tba •widenee clearly innloem* tbat tba oaeaphor* 
waa standing la -tba proceed positlan ami vaa aot changed from 
tba atop to proceed position after extra Sit aamo Im sight of 
it* Baa Ihiginonem ilakaue atoppod fay a clearance card, aa 
required by tba rule under eueb conditions, tb* order might 
baw* beam discovered aad th* seeldaat averted* 

The direat emu** of tbia eaeideat wae tb* failure ot 
%*rator faeoba to diaplay a atop aigael et fraaklintom amd 
dmilver traim order *o« di to emtre sit aorth. tie failure 
tfop*rly ta perfosa hit duty wae undauntedly **na*d by tb* 
fmat tbat he bad b**m arinklam* 

alapateher Eastman ia at fault tar aot eoaplylag 
with rule ti**et pitemlrlaa; am lnt*rw*miag t*l«grit#h atatloa ha* 
taaem tbo** at whlah oppoelag traia* receive see*lag orderei 
alt* tor hla fallur* to aosply witb rule fit*®* re^ i r ia t extra 
preeautlone ta b« taken to insure c&fety wb*m meting order* 
«r* neat to a train, at tb* mooting point* 

Tbie investigation developed a nmmbar of irlol*tlott* 
af ©paratiag- rules contributory la • moment* ta tb* aoeiteat* 
hardly **laold*nt ta thie particular instance, but undoubtedly 
th* rmault of fimcuant dereliction af duty, amo of th* most 
HapO'rtant of th*** be lag tma^uant dlcretara ot Rule flt«4 

f* ln*ure safety la train oporatlon t thoaa charged 
with tha ap*ratloa o t this railroad ahould lake iwaediate stepa 
to oaf ore* a atriat obeorwmn** af It* apayatiam, rules, 

tha earwic* record ot Operator faeobc chawed tbat h* 
waa employed aa operator an Soveaber tf» 1018. and that b* 
was demaritad in taa instant*** on* for sleeping on duty ant 
allowing a train to pees without hie knowledge, th* other fay 
irregular bantling of orders, both oacurrlng In Itia* S* wa* 
*an*ldered a competent employ** and those who knew him, 
testifying at this iaveatigattoa, fttat*d thet they hod never 
aamm or b*«rt ot him drinking latamieaata bafora* 


