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On November 19, 1913, there was a head-end collision 
on the Seaboard Air Line Hallway near Granite, H„ C,, which 
resulted in the death of 2 englneman, 2 firemen, 2 express 
aie a gangers and 1 train porter, nnd tha Injury of 1 porter, 
^ho died 5 days afterwards, 6 passengers, S oanrtucstsrfli 2 
bagfa^a isastsrs and 3 express m saen^sra. 

After Investigation of this accident the Ohlef Inspector 
of Safety Appliance© reports as followsi 

South-bountf train no. $1 was en route from How York, N. 
to Jacksonville, Fla# It consisted of 1 express oar, 1 combi­
nation bfiggage and express ear, 1 day coach ans 3 Pullman 
sleeping ears, hauled by engine Mo, 93. Tha train was In 
charge of Oanductor Shannonhouse and Snglnoaum Fnlson. It 
l a f t Hioh<A/jn&, Va., at 1J21 a. a*, 11 M i n u t e s Inte and at 4 
a. s., collided with trainee* 64 at a point about anew./-.«lf 
;̂ ile north ,t finite, <*htoh is 90,8 miles south of Rlohnonrt. 
At this tisae the train wue about 1& minutes l«dse. 

Iforth*.bctmd train No. Q4 mm en route frosa Jacksonville, 
?la,f to Hew £erk, U, X.t «nd consisted of 1 express oar, 1 combination baggie and express oar, 1 day coach pnd 3 
Fullss&n sleeping C A T S , hauled by engine Ko» 91. The train 
was in charge of Conductor Tilglmsn and Engineman Seekhaia. 
It l&ft ft&lelghg H. G., at 1.49 a.a., nearly one hour l,*te, 
and after leaving a sleeping ear for Portsaouth, Va., at 
Morllna, I*. C , dererted from that station at 3s48 ta., 
one hour and eight Canutes late, an3 proceeded northward ta 
the point of collision. 

fh& Impact of she collision was terrific, ^oth engine 
boilers ware torn from their frsaea, the Dollar of the engine 
o n train Bo. 81 b«ing throw down an eabankta©nt on the wpet 
Q l d e , iwedding itself In one end of the ooiabln&tlon ear of 
train T3o. 84, while the boiler of the engine on train No. ©4 
was thrown a distance of aeout 140 feet south of the balance 
of Its saaehlfiery. Both express oars were det&ollshed, *hil<! 
both combination cars «@r» so badly dana^ed that they were 
burned at the scene a f the aooident. Both day ooaohea were 
d&ra&ged, while the sleeping «ara of both train® were prac­
tically uninjured and continued on their runs, ^he speed 
of each trrln at the tiaie of tha accident was probably febout 
50 Biles per hour. 

this division of the Jeabcard Air Line Railway is a 
single* track line and trains are operated by train orders. 
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Granite is located ?,4 alls9 north of Sorllno, the point 
whore train Ho* B4 received Its orders, while a station 
known as 6randy, Ya.( is locntsd If miles north of Granite. 
The station at aranite is on a curve of 3 degrees leading 
toward the left for north-bound trains. At the northern end 
of this curve la ons-h^Xf &lle of straight traek and then 
there is a 3 degree curve leading toward the right* It was 
near the junction of the half alls of straight track with thia 
seeand curve that the aeoidant occurred. Rounding this curve 
tha enginessan of the south-hound train was on tha outside, 
and this, ooupled with the fact that there ia a cut of IS 
foot deep at this point, limited his range of vision approaching 
the scene of the aooidcmt to about 500 feet* the englnesan 
of the north-bound train had a clear view approaching the 
scene of the accident, but en account of the curve beyond the 
etrai^t track could not have seen the approaching south-bound 
train until almost at the point of collision. Korth-s>o«nd 
train Mo. 84 had been demanding a grade of one per cent for 
t^o or three wiles with the exception of a short stretch of 
level xraok mar Griuilte station. South-bound train Ho. 81 
h&d been descending s one per cent grade previous to striking 
tha ascending grade leedine to the point of the accident. It 
hfitd been aseendlng this grade for a distance of shout one atile. 

r¥h#n train Sa. 84 renehed SSorlina, they received & copy 
of trsin order Ho. 23, reading &n follow*. 

"Order Ho, # 1" annulled* 80« 04, Sng. 91* will meet 
Ko. ©1, 'Cng, 93, at Oranite.* 

Order Mo, 9.had prsvi''»rt th«t th®m trains would meet at M&goid, 
6 ailes north of Granite, After receiving order 8 0 . £3 at 
Korlina, toftether yith two othrr orders and a clearance e«rd, 
Conductor fil̂ hfaan wit to the fcnfln* and delivered a copy of 
order No. 33 to Snginotnrn Heokhnsu the engineia&n read his 
order b&ok to the noaduetar ~.nd tbs train then departed from 
Sterling with the understanding, it is elaifsed by Conductor 
Tllghrarn, that their tr in toiild aeet train So. 81 at Grandy. 
train $ 0 . 61 received tr-Jn orftar So* S 3 at La Crosse, V a and. the copy they rnae\\i>* itated the see ting point to be Orsnite 

Conductor Til^hmn started that while rending the order baofc 
to Qpei'&ter itkt$on at Nor Una the latter went to the ticket 
window to sell t\ ticket to a p&ftsengnr for Petersburg, Va,, 
Instead of checking over ths order as the conductor read it 
a« required by the rul<"«. We states that when reading it to 
th© operator he read thp 'aewting point as Orandy and that the 
order was pl&in enough to r*-nd without difficulty, ^hlle he 
was reading it th© oparttor said nothing to hlnpabout It. Ke 
also ol^las that the fnvfinetvn rrad It as Orandy wf*n he 
received his copy. Ke further stated that when., leaving Itorlina 



h® aounted tho steps on the rear end of the combination 
e&r and went forward, to the baggage end and read the 
order to the baggage ei&ster at Orandy, that he then gave 
th# order to the baggie faster to read himself and that 
the la-tttfr alao read it as Gr«ndy, as well aa avail lag out 

nm%* the conductor1 a eopy of the order waa not found 
after the aooident ae It w**a on a seat in tha ear when the 
ft*oid*nt happened and loat in the confusion following. 

Operator ^ateon denied that he sold a tilaket aa claimed 
by tha conductor m$ atated positively that he oheoked the 
order as rm&d by th© oonduotor! and that the latter read 
the eaaeting ̂ oint $j.snite. He alee atated that **hon 
traneislttlng th© oon^ustor'a gigs&ture to the dlapatcher 
tha i&ttar said *Xou iwre that Granite*, and that he (the 
operator) replied in tha affirmative. He eaid he sold no 
ticK^ta t>n th®t nl^ht* K© waa also sura that tJ*<* tloket 
mgt*nt sold no tlokats ^ft^r trainfto. 84 arrived at tha 
station. He at©tad that he had hie etasip in hip pocket the 
wntira ni^ht, as had no oooaaion to place it In th© 
tioKet atasspittg :a«ohlnf». Fte had soiaa 7«.«tern Union Telegraph 
iSomr in his pooketa &t th« tlm and though it ̂ aa ticket 
mon#y am* so told Ticket Agant Hawka» but whan the latter 
looked and e,iw no tlofceta had been sold he th<*n r̂ sse&bflrad 
theft it wa© trestern Union 'ionay. 

The oopv if the order Huld bv the operator was very 
rtljaj that held by the e.-mduetor eould not be located, while 
th© oopy t/*&an fro® the body of Englneaan %e&khm In a 
tnvn and w t ooadltlon and difficult to decipher. The Tord 
"Granite* ae written in the ord«r ia not v©ry legible. In 
Grossing the latter *t" and in making tha letter "a* ?t th© 
end of the word a downward stroke was used whioh rosfces it 
look auoh like the letter *y% and the word ean oaaily be 
»i@takan for "Orandy*. 

Sagg&ge p%eter Bryant4 of train So. 84, stated that the eanduetor read tha orders to his and he understood the 
meeting nolnt to oe ut Grand?» He repeated bao* to tbe 
sonduetor tha naiae of the meeting point, and at that time 
the aonfluetor reoarXad that it bad polioy to have t w 
station natsaa so sitoil&r *a Granite and Gr&nfly. 

Conductor 0h#nnonhnu@a, of train Ho. 81, atated that 
t h e oolllalon ooeurred just ae the englnaasan sounded the 
whintie algnal for the at&tlon at Granite* Tha apeed of the 
trsin at this tiise was 8n talles per hour. Ko application 
of the br^k^a was made prior to the collision, 

t > 

flaket Agent Hawk atated that operator Wateon turned 
over to hl» astoney for tiofceta sold during the night, but 
did not r«*aoraber for what point* the tlokete ware bought. ~ 



He was very poaltiv* that «otse money was turned over to 
him, and wee sore it could nest have bsen tfeatern Union money, 
heoauPS that $on$y is alleys turned over to the first trlok 
operator* As soon @s train Ho. @4 ro ached Iforllna he went 
out of the station to attend to the transferring of b«£&a£e. 
He stated that he did not get back into the station until 
train no* 84 pullse* out. He then afJted the operator whs re 
the t^o trains would 'aeet and m& told at Granite. Just m 
soon as word w&n received af the collision, both he *>nd the 
operator r*»ad ov*r the order toother and he read It as 
f ixingj the .seating point at Granite* 

'Shere aprteara to be a question of veracity between the 
conductor and the operator as to the sale of the ticket to 
Petersburg. The auditor's report af tickets collected on 
train Mo. 64 on the date in question shows one tlcKet for 
& passenger fross Sorlln.i to Petersburg. It is dated the 16th 
end die f«e» f? was u<s«d» fhl& die la supposed to b© u^ed sisjiy 
by the second trick operator, who worJss froia 8 n, ra. to 11 p. ra. 

^ath express care and both combination ears were of 
wooden construction. The coaches and the sleeping ears wra 
of #te&l underfra^s and all-steel construction, respectively. 

All of the «siploy**ee involved fere experienced •sen with 
good records* Operator Veteon wa« 24 years of and had 
been *n operator mv®n y^»re â d h^d Been eemployed by six 
different railroads. IV h*d be$n employe4 at Morllna about 
§ «cnths. 

Conductor ̂ il-iw^n rv« 5" and Knginemm Tte>t$kh'm years 
of ngs, 2ach hf*d &e??r> !n tĴ e r^-wlar passenger train service 
sines IfSPO. 

Vne of the owl ay-en ird ge#n on duty in violation of 
the provisions of thr h»urs of service 1 ?-w. 

T^ls aoold«nt was o^u^pd by the failure of Operator *Vateon 
to furnish the eri>v> of v . n Ho. 84 with a legible eorsy of 
tr&in order Ha. f3 f yr n"»t having clear art understanding 
with Conductor Tilr;hnrn •« to the meeting point fixed by the order dt the tlw- t>f i',* -teltvery as the train dispatcher h#d with hUa at the tin? hp rer'^sed the signature to the order. 

f&ot that «ft^r the order had been written the dispatcher 
called his attentlcnt" the mating point being Grrmita, together 
with the fact that -m^n the ticket agent aafced the naiite of tlie 
meeting point he ̂ ns^r^a rt&rhnite% tta&es it appear that the 
operator Sinew flr-.nite to be the meeting point. £n the 
othsptasnd, from the convert' tion ha4 between the-^onduetor and 
the b##(?>iffiimfttpv, it, ««e#s evident that the fprasr supt*osed 
themeeting point ^ndy. on this railroad englncaen do 



not sign for orders and than tho oonduotor gave a copy of 
ordor Ho. £<S to tho flnglnnrasn, who waa on hia angina, tho 
latter, nooordlng to the conductor, r§ad tha ranting point 
as Gr«ndy, and that he *aa of this i&pr«««ion evident 
*?hen he ran his train p&at Orenlte st full apeed. 

Attention la e&llod t a tha danger of having stations 
$Q nlom together w i t h nnmn eo similar as (Iran its 
Gr&ntfy, ̂ riioh $m anally 1@M to errors when ^rlttan or 
pronounced hurriedly* and to inaure g&faty and prevent a 
r@o«rr<in©e af mich an accident tht n&tsa af on» of th^sa 
gfc&tlgftB should be changed. 

&p in the am? of many o titer ̂ ie&gtrou^ collisions 
vhloh h«ve r«?ult?d from negl»at or talaundnrvt^ndiRg u*?n 
tfc«- i-'3rt of enploy<*<»s, no Dloak stgttsl eygtor* «f eny it ind in operation. 


