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Collielon on the Jeaboard Alr Line Raillway near
dranite, ¥, C., November 18, 1912.
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_On November 13, 1912, there wss g head-end solliasion
en the Besbosrd Alr Line Rallwsy asar Granite, B, C,, ehich
resulted in the death of 2 engineman, 2 firemen, 2 exprecs
zeagengers end 1 traln porter, snd the injury of 1 porter,
who Aied B dsye aftersards, 6 passengers, 2 condustorp, 2
Dageraga anstera and 2 exprefss m ssengora,

After lavestligstlon of this acoldent the Chisf Inepeoctor
af Bafety Appli-noes ressrts aa fallows!

Zouth-bound teain No. B wam en route from New York, N. Y.,
)l ooubl-

t£o Jaokeonville, Fla. It conglsted of 1 express ear
natln baggage and exprees oar, 1 dey oonch and 3 Pullman
sleening cars, hsuled by engline Ho. 93. The trein wap in
churge of Janductor Shannonhouse and BEnglnoman Falson. 1%
laft Rinhaond, Va., 2% 1121 a. @, 11 olnutes late snd at 4
A, ®e sollided =»ith tralnio. 84 af a point about nne..-1¢
«ile north £ Greonlte, which le 20.8 x1las south of Richmond.
At this tiwme the trsin wae about 18 minutes late,

Hopthebaund traln Neo. 84 »as en route from Jaoksonville,
Pla., to Hew York, N, Y., and conaipted of 1 exvress asr,
1 ooubinatlon beggape and exprass o0a, 1 day coseh end 3
Pulimsn eleaping orra, heulesd by engine Ho, 91, The train
ran 1t charge of Gonduotor Tilghssn and Enginsman Beckhan,
It lefs Rf%lﬂiﬂi‘l. H, Q.. &b 1:49 ﬁtmi' nﬁﬁ!‘l,’f gne houp 11‘5‘;0'
and after leaving a slesping ear for Portemcuth, Va., st
Horline, ¥. §., Aersrted frow® that station at 3:;48 a, u.,
ofie hour sad elght mlnures late, and proceedesd narthzerd %o
the point of e¢ollision.

The iwpaot of the eollislion wee terrifiae, ZJoth englne
bollers were torn from their frassa, the boller of the engine
pn t¥rain lo. 81 Belng thrown down an exbankuent on the weat
alde, Awnedding itsell In one end of Fhe seanblnatlion car af
train %o, 84, while the boiler 2of the engine on traln No. 84
wea Shrown a dlatanee of anout 140 feet south of the halance
af 1ta mashinery. UBoth express onrs were dempllzhad, whlle
both aombination cars ware g0 badly damaged that they were
burned a% the roene of the acclident. Both dny conches werse
demsged, while the gleesping aésrs of hoth treins were prad-
tioally uninjured snd continued on shelr rans. The gnedd
af eeoh trein at the time of the acaldent was nrabubly kbout
50 miles per hour,

This Advielon of She Jeabosrd Alr Line Railwy s a
gingle tyaok line gnd tr.aing sve opersaied by traln opders.
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Granite 18 located 7.4 21les north of Norlina, the point
vhare train o, 84 recelved $%s orders, while a sfation

knnwm e Grandy, Va., 12 looated 17 miles north of Grsnite.
The station at Granite 12 on o ourve of 3 degress leading
toward the left for north-bound tpainsg, A% the narthern and
af this eurve 1 onc=hsll wmile of straight treek gnd then
there 1s & & degree ourve leading toward the »ight. It waa
near the junation of the Balf aile of atralght track w«ith this
gecond gurve that the acelident soourred, Rounding thig curve
the enginenan of the south-hound %raln was on the outelde,

emd this, qoupled =ith the fant Stha% there ls & out of 12
feet deap at thies voint, 1lmifed his range of vizlon apprpaching
the avene of the mooldent to about BOO feet. The engineman

of the north-bound firala had a olesp view approaching the
scsne of the acaident, but on sgeount of the curve beynnd the
etralght traol could not heve seen the spyroachling south-bound
troin until alzost at the polnt of enllision, Horthedound
train No. 84 had been desgeanding s grede of one par cent for
t2o or thres milea with the exception of a short sireteh of
level traock nesr Gpeanite station, Bouth-bound tpaln Ho, 61
hefl bean dageanding s one pep eant grade previous to striking
tha acscending grade leeding to the point of the ascident, I
hu@ been ascendlng this grede fop g distange of ghout one mile.

Than Srain No, B4 yenched Hopling, they received s cony
of train order No. 2%, rdéading ss followss

opder Ho, # 4= snnulled, Ro, 88, Eng. 91, #1l1) meed
No. 81, ng, 83, at Oranlte

Order No, 9. hed prsvided th.t these traing would mpet at Hegond,
B miles north of Oranlte. Aeier pacelving order Ho. 23 ab
Noplinas, Sogether with tw=o other orders and a clearanes enrd,
Conduoser Tllghaan went to the =nrine and delivered a copy of
ordar No. 2% to Englnenrn Heakhnm, The englnensn read hin

order bBnok to the noafuotor ~nd the %uain then departed from
Narlins =ith the understonding, 1% is olained by donduotor
Tilghren, that thelr tr in rould meet train No. 8l at drandy.
PTrain ¥o. 8l reesived ty-3in omiar Ho, 23 at La Qroasse, YVa.

and tha eony they reasited atafed the meeting point o de 6rsnite

Gonduetor Filphman ephated that while resding the order bach
to Operator Yatson st Horling fhe latter sent to the tioket
window %o esll o %ilcke®t to o Dapsenger for Petersburg, Va.,
inntead of oheckling over ths order as the condustor rend 1t
as reanired by the rulee, He atates that when readlng it to
ths oparator he road the ueetling point as Grandy gnd that the
order sas plsin snouril o read witheou$ diffioulty. "hile he
wan reading it the onerstor ssld nothing %o him stout 1%, He
2lep cleims that the englnenon read At as Orandy wien he

reasived his copy. He furthor stated Shatt whe ‘lﬁhving Hopllne
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he mounted ths steps on She rear end of the corbination
ear and want forward to the bBagpege end and resd the
order to the bDagsape Dxster afi Orsndy, that he than gove
the ordar to the bagpore asster to read himself snd that
ths latter alao read 1% as Grsndy, a2z well ss svelling out
the neme. The eonductorle eopy of the omer was not found
after the gacident a2 1% wea on a seat In the car wvhen ths
pecident heppened and was losrt in the eonfusion allowing,

Operatar “ateson denled thet he sold a %icket as clalmed
by the conduontor mnd sntated positively that he oheoked the
order as repd by the condueloy, snd that the latler resd
tha mgeting woint gz Gpantita., He aleo stated that =hen
tranemitting the asonductorte zignsture to the dilspatohap
the latter saldd *You have that Granite®, and that he (the
operator) reolied in the affirsstive., He ss8id he pold no
tickets on Yhat nlrht., He wag also sure thet the ticked
agen®t sold no tlokets arfier tralntlo. 84 arrived at tha
station. He gtpted thset he had hig stamp In hile poociot the
sntira night, =5 he had no oooasion %o place 1% in the

tiocket stampling Azohine. He had sgms Western Union Talegraph

Honex in his pookats ot the tige snd thougbt 1¢ wna ticked
wongy and 20 %old Tlcket Agent Hawke, buft when the latter
loaoksd and eaw Mo Lloketz had Dasn sold he then regembered
thets 1% was Wegtern Unlon Yoney.

The gapv 9f the arder held by the apnsratar wag very
dilm; that held by the sonductor sould not be located, while
the aepy tsken from the body of PEnginetan Reockhnm was in g
toarn end met aconditilon gad AAPfiowlt te decivher. The word
"Grenite® ae writiten in the order is no% vory lesgible, 1In
arogsing the latter "4% and in sxking the letter "a* =t the
end of the wmord g downrzpd stvoke wes uged which mckes 1t
190k much like the lshter *¥", and the word ean easily be
mistaken for *Grandy?.

Bapgege Soater Rrymnt, of fraln Ko. 84, etated thet the
canduetor rand the omlers %o him and he undsratsosd the
weeting noint to be at Grasndy. He pepented baok tp the
aonduntor the narme of the meetling point, and a¥ that tine
the gominator resarixed that 1% »ne bad poliny %o have two
gtufilon nates gc fimilar aa Granite and Grandy.

Conduntor Thannonbvure, of train No. &1, otated thet
the aallislon sesurred just as the enginssan sounded the
wnlntle signal for the setetion st Granite. The aspeed of the
Krain at thig tlze was 80 zlles per hour, Ho anplicetion
of the orokee was made mrlor to the colllislon.

{ )
Tioket Agent Hawk stated that Opesrator Watson turned
over to hims money far tiokets z0ld duping the night, but
43id nat resenber for =hat pointa the tiokets were bought. -
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He wnmr very positive thet some money was turned over %o
him, snd waa surs 1% could not have bsen Wpatern Union money,
beosune thed monsy 1a alweys turnad over to ths firet ¢riok
aperator. As soon as train ¥o. 84 roached Norlinaz he went
out of the mtation ¥o attend %o the traneferring of bagpare.
He gtated that he 414 not get back inte the station until
train No. 84 pullad sut. He thenr asked the opervstor where
the t=o fyalng would weet and waa told a% Granite. Jus’ ss
£0on as woyd wae renatved of the eollision, hoth he »nad the
aperasor road over the order tiogether and ﬁe read 1% ae
Fixing the #eeting point at fSranite,

Thers apneara to De a queation of varscelty dbeiwmesen the
gonduatoyr and the onerator z2 to the sale of the Bicket to
Petrepsburg. The pullitor's report af Sickete cclleated on
trein No. 04 on the dete in question shows one $inket for
& paagenger fran Horlina to Petershurg. If 13 dated the lOth
end die flo, B wag need, Thieg dile ia suppozed to be used 2piy
by the geonnd trick onerator, who =orks from % n, m. %o 11 n. o,

doth exprese oare and both combinatinn oars were of
wooden songtructisn, The eoaches and $he sleeping ears wers
of stesl underframe and slle.sztesl construoction, resnectively.

All of e eonioyess involved vere experienced men with
good Mmresrde. Uperator Yetson was 24 years of age and had
been sn opersator ssven yeers 204 hsd Been employed by eix
éiffariit rallroade, H. hed been employed gt Morlina about
& wmonthg,

Conduotor Til.hoen voa B and Kaglinench Reakthen 48 veoars
of age. Zach hed baeep In the re-ular pasgenger traln service
Einee 1109,

Yong aof the ewnvlovresz 1sd 9een on 4duty in violation of
the provisiong nf Sthe Pours 2f cervide law,

Tyie acoldent was nwased by the fallure of Operator Yateon
ta furnish the orew o7 %oddn Ho, B4 with & legible oony af
train ordar Na. 70 v Por not having ag clear an undergtandling
with Conduotor Tilchiirn o to the meeting polnt fizxed by the
arder <% the $ime of L.z “elivery as the train dlaprtcher hed
#1th him &b the tin» he rentated the signature %o the order.
The faot $hal afler the -rdep had been writlen the Algpatcher
onlled hig attenticnt the dreting polnt belng Granlies, fogether
#5th the faot BThuat nen the tlcked agent sgaked the name of the
meeting polint he »ngweed "irulte®, tekes 1t appear thot the
operator Rnew Or-anite wg to be the weeting poing, <p the
othayhand, from The convers: “ion had between t?aﬁeanﬁuetor and
the begpsgpmaster, 1% <eoers evident $hat the former suprosed

thoveeting moint wens Ty, Un this rallrosd enginezen do
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not zign for orders and <hen the aonduntor gove n oupy of

order No. P& to the englnopen, =who was on hin sngine, the

loatter, ascording %o the eondustor, resd thae meating polint
ae (yandy, and that he wae oF this lmpreseicn waa evident

wheh he pan hiz train psat Orgnlife at full apeed,

Attention Is enllod Sa the danper of hsving stations
20 elosgd Bogether with namss ao aimiler as Gpranite and
Grenty, whisch can easlly leasd %0 errors when written or
pronouneed hurrtasdly and toa insure gafasy and prevent a
resurvence 57 such an aeeident the name of ona »f theze
statlione srould he shanped.

e n the mase of aony other Henetrous acllizione
whizh have resyltsd from neglsat or nisundsratandling uemm
She ~nrt of amnloyess, 0o 2loak signal syster of =ny Xind
waeg in gnerstlon,
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