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GEABOATD AXR LINE RAXLWAY AT FLEEY, Ne Cup ON
FERRUARY 6, 1918,

On Februory £, 1816, thers waz a Jeraflment on Lhe
Beabosrd M7y Line Easilway at Flest, ¥, Gy, vihisch resuitoed in
the deatl of the englinsman and {afury 2o She firenan, After
fnvestigation of this scofdend, the Uhiar of the Divisicn of
gafaty yoports se Tollowal

The Aivision on whieh Shie ascident ogourrted iz a
singles-tynek line, aver whieh the mavemant of tralns {e goversed
by time-tablis, trnin ordors end e papual bHlosk signal syatenm,
At the point of ascident there are lap peselng Sraaks, one om
east alde of maln trook for the vse of zowth hound tralns and
ons on the west side for the use of soutk bound Sruina. I wes
at ths south swital of the norwh hound pusesing Seaqk thut the
enzine and enrs begmn to turn overs The maly syuwsk approaching
tho point of socident fyvom 3he zouth &3 stvalight fur ahout
2,200 feat end thoe grade la slightly desesnding for merth hound
trains.e A% bhe Sime of the acoldsnt the weathier wns oleap,

The trein involved wus north bouud paseenger traln
Hos 10, known as She Florida Limited, en route fyom Mimai, Plor~
1da, $o Weow Yorkt, Mew Yorke It conolated of loocmotive 101, 1
olub ¢er, 1 dlning gar and 7 sleeping eara, and was in charge
of Conduotor Renn end Kugineman Urights This Sraln passed Houe
thern Pines, a atatiop about four niles outh of Flest, st 2119
6y s, } hour and 23 minutes late, aad at 2123 as Me wae dersiled

at Fleot, while rumning at s spsed Indiosted by She dpeed Tew
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eorder to0 have bowsa 48 miles an bours

Tha engiuve, which was evidently tde firet pavt of
the train %o be dsvrailed, oans to rest on Lte right side, al-
gost at right sngles with the malnm dyaek, @4 feot beyond the

{oisisl point ef derailment, The tesder was toyn from its truoks

and oompleoteldy overturaed, remaltuing eoupled to the engine,
The forward end of the alud coy wew slyo Storn fva 1Ss trucks
and Tollowsd e tender Lowerd the rizhé, sming to rest on
top of the overduined tander, the el ond of this ¢ar vessine
ing on She gremnd separated from the alsing esre The Glaing
ey and bl first olzeping sar wore alee dsyalled; bobh romaine
inz in an uprighs zosition Iin l4ne with She nain srasks. The
iz reosy anrs were ot Iersiled. Fzeuwinsticu of Lhe sugine,
tupder and devralled sare falled b0 rfevsal any sefaal dhud
scuid in any sey bove osuued the derallwent.

The treek lo she viointiby of tRe sosldent 1u laid
«lth Powpound raile, 35 feet 12 lengil, w#i3h 13 % 21 plae and
ook %iusa to the rail, dbe ralls el single-splicsd and ne 3le
platesz belng uwsd, The ballast souslsate of aand and gravel.

The first indleation of dsreilewmt was found to be
ahours 594 feet south of she swltel leading to the passing track
on She seat slde aff the maln teeelk, this indleation halng marks
Tive inakae to the lefs of gaoh rail wiieh sontioued In & ulte
aworvingly stralghs line to she owlleh points. The narke on
the %iss and roadded ipdicated that only one Dair of sheols wap
derallsd ot the initial point of derailment and %hia pelr is
Belisved 00 bave besn the lesding drivers, as no other palr of
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whools would b apt to mainbeln suoh a sizaight aoures, as wee
indiosted By the marks om the yosdbed, and no other paly of
wheels would 20 completoly adear off the BoltRoads as was done
in thias fmstange, When the left derafled whoel esze in contaet
with the south switoh of the north bound passing track, 16 fa
apparent that s dopressed tie rod partiy opened the swlitah point
and the following whesls were divorted %o the pright, derailing
$ho reuyr of the engine, the Sender and the Pired three cars of
the trafn.

Pirenay Lowry staded that the firet Intlnstion he had
of tha lupending aseldent wes the bumping of the snfine. The
suginexan immediately made a servies appliostion of tha brskes
and the Sumping stopped ror a very skort time apd when i% stavded
agalas, the engineman then applicd the btrakee in emergency. The
fivemon further stated fhat as the tralin same to a mudden stop,
he was thrown out of the onb windew on 3o She ground.

Gomdustor Benn stated that she first knowledge he lag
of the dersilment wacs a light appliontion of the bdrakes, Tollowed
& fow posonds loter by o heuvier applisation, and $hss almond
immpdictely by an appliontion of the Bprakes in amergetoy. Eo
alge hBeard something uader the sar ao though a Lrake booy was
1oose or had fellen, or sz though some other heavy objsots had
struek the Bottom of the onre At ths seme tinme, the Gar o
ponesd S0 rook from elde 30 2ide and he was thrown %3¢ She floors
To the best of his Judpmont, She traim ems punmaing n{ a spsed
of snout 49 miles on Rours Conduotor Reaun mthw/ﬁdteﬂ thas
the entire Srein was imspected at Hazlet and $hat she eor ln-
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apeators had repordsd 86 hiw when they were thyvugh, He alao
stated Shat after Oke asoident had ooourrsd he zade an oxonines
tion of the Sraok wikh a view of deberuining, IT poesible, tbs
onuze of Whe asoldents He found an imprint of & flange oh the
tien, this impriat Segloniuvg at a podnt aboud 4 soaeh lengbhs
from she rear of s train and cumtisuing %o the awlfoh joint,
He atated thnt he fouad no Indleation of eny Wmnohing of ties,
breoking down of trucke or anything of that nature, He further
Btsted Shat he was unable 0 detopaine the eause of $he doraile
Benls

Baggege ¥agter Blanton atated that the first indlea-
tlon he bad of the Empending aceident was & light application of
ths brakes followed By enother spplication and then Shs emerw
genoy applications Ha $hon feld the gunry go off Yhe tragk, He
stated thet afher the aonident oecurraed he so%loed o flange
mart on the sies, which in his apiniom Pegen ahout six gar lemgtha
fyom the peay of Bhe frsain, continuing to the ewitol poiné.

Rosdmaotey Sowell otated $hut he sprived &3 the aaene
or the scolident at alwout H:100 g my a1l made an inupeotion of
the track Baui Trom She seiteh point for s 4lstenoe of aboul
700 feet, bub was unshle to determine why the derallnent should
have ocsurred. Hs stgted that Ne notioed p merk on She tice
whieh indigated that sfither a wheel had beon rupaing along on
them or somsthing bad boen dragging. He stated Shad he Yound
& sumber of low jolata and fuund the track o B0 Ine-sighth of
an ineh eut of gauge st places, tut it was bis opinion shat thias

gendition vwas onused by the derailed whesls of Srafn Nos 10,
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Be turther stated that ke comeidoves the Simok to U6 purfestly

safe Lo oparste traine &b a apeed of 50 miles ab BOur,.
Segytion Foreman Vieror stated that bo Iast imspeotod

tke Srsok ab the polint of asoident thrse deys prior %o thoe day

of the aceliient sud ut that tims lavalsd 18 upe Mo statesg that

Bo laft this $rask in firet~alass condition in every respest
apd 844 nol think 1% wus wnpale for & speed of 40 or B0 miles

en hours Re furtbur statsed 8Bat be arylived b the cenne of the
asaldent ab about 00 &, be and examined tde track o asaerizin

the cause of the derailment, REe found & whesl sark en the in~
2ide of the afaot rall whieh exBended buck sbeoubd 000 fesl firom

the polat where the engluos twrned ovey, Bo stafad thet the dow

railment throw the Staak oud of sligneent stout one insh, tut
Phat buok of tho polnt whers the Tipst =hesl mark showsd on
the dles, the track was in very good eondition.

¢ap Inppestors Cook end Puyne atated $hat Srain No.
10 remeined 2% Pamlat abons oight nimates during whick Sims
she entire toaln was inapectad by thenm, w0 defoots being found
and a0 pspoalps Being secensarye

Surefil inspastion of the squipment rfallad %o 4fp-
alose auything that gould have sauveed Shis Jerallmont and a9
the trsek wan throwvm out of line from the Initial polint of
dersilnent by She dourailed whesls of She lodouotive it wes in-
poseivle to deternine the cmisw of thle mesoldeniy

wan Yright, who was kilisd in the nestdond,
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hed bean enployed as sn epglasmas by the Hsaboard Air Line
Batlway Compedy sinss Hareh, 1804, while Firsnen Lowry bac bheen
in the serviee an firsmsn for about eight years. Bodk had
alealr raecrdde

Tus arew in oharge of $rxin No. 10 had Deas on duty
atout 4 bBours and 20 mimates.
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