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In re Investigation of Accident on tbe Seaboard Air Line 
iB&liway near Alton, Ala., oa June 9# 1915. 

s s s s s s a s s s s s 

On June 9, 1915* there a derailment ef a pa*«eager 
trs-in on the Sgsboard *iir Lino jteilway near Alton, Ala., re­
sulting In the dSEth of 3 employs©* and the Injury of 9 sss-
sengers, After investigation of this aeaident th® Chl©f of 
th« Division of S&faty reports as follows: 

Westbound -'fcsseifeer train 5* consisting of locomotive 
94, 1 cof,oh, 1 dlniii^ e^r, 7 sleeping OUT®, and 1 observation 
aar, was sn rout© from Ke* York, 3. to Birminglisss, iUe*, 
r i K t »ri3 In charge of Conductor Carter sod En#inea&a Brooks, 
Thia tr -in lerft /t lanti», Gt,, &t 6,31 p,m#, 41 winutes lste, 
passed -lellingtoa, th*> lf*st t^legr^ph. station ©$at of th© point 
of dsr ilsent, *.nd 55.£ silas Astsmt therefross, at 8.52 p.m., 
23 lalnutes l^ts, &na ^<d3 ^er* 11^1 ft iG,2Q p*$, si * point 
b^out uii^s £est of tlt^i, running at a apased of «bcy,t 

file's per hour. 
The outire tr. in v * .cr L.«c at a point 660 feet vest of 

"rails soit He, 727. U"«a*otiv )i turned over on it? left sice, 
e.-.iri& to rest 260 foot he?o/iu th.** ̂ oint of desrsllsjent, and vsas 
considerably diiaagea. Ti.e tenc^r broka loose sad case to rest 
on. tne- ri^ht hand aid*' of tht- locossotive with the tank: reversed, 
fhp irlaoip^l e ^ ^ o on LAJ C ra sms to the trucks ana sir br&k© 

^atpttent. Ins ro; u fopo^.i of engines, «ho we a riding in the 
4 

locoaotlv«*. the engines n, ...JTCO rir^amn sere kllltfd. The weather 
at the tiae vas clear. 



Thia part of the Seaboard M r Lla® is & sintle-trscic line, 
Qjerwtcd by trpin oriers and tiae-t^ble rights* Tins track is 
Ifciti Kith 75-(rsotin«3 ate^l re lis, 33 f ee t In length, with about 
IS tins under mzli rail, sad balloted with &boxit IS indy>3 of 

siUt*, all of which is in *;ood condition. At th© paint of dg-
ri ilaent th© tr;ic.c is Î id on a 9-foot fill with e grsie of 1?' 
pê csr.uiif: for ?, eat bo oral trf-ias. The tn.cx lu th.it vicinity 
runs through « rugged jinci rou^h section of the eeuntry and is 
actie 'xo if a series af curve's, cuts, and fills, imprest ching 
tf*t .̂ oiht of dere 11a?at fro*s the &&st t&@tr& is P 6-aej;re$ cur^e 
l»£-tJinr toaerd th» left, 953 *'ee«t in itngtft, thrn * t to-'cnt ?9* 
fVst In i.»n*tii, then ^ 6-a^tr«© cmrvs lfl<i(?infe to-„&rd ths risiht, 
903 fWt in L̂ rtfjth, t:iea i t^a^eat 9JO feet in length, followed 
hy J 3-ciegrse curve la tilnt toward th© l<aft, It on this 
1̂  tt«r curv^ that th© dsr4.ll1a0.nt occurred. 

/ ftcr st-r ilfflffntf §n AXk^inution wss SK*£© of the trt*c!s and 
Lfc ̂"rt? ûnci That oni? of the r^ils an tha left hs-nc' s i do of the 
trcclf W£j oat sf ylcc« cad lying ebout 14- inches is toward the 
ennt^v of* tr.e tr^c<, without *»ny â rfta on it ta ladieste that 
It h." "ocn struck; by tr*.in '!o. 5. *t this seen* vOint L-evc-r: I 
5 iKt'S, halta* nuts, sn„ t fishplate ^ere fc^so fchich been 
roaOTeu frocs ihia rail, the swrka on tke hat^U of the spikes 
i,i'Iic_.tins th&t tnej htci Leen recently pulled, aarks &n 
t t ies i:itltcut*K t:ut L. sl&^h&r hae lie an asec. In r̂ xsaviag 
th^ g.-iiies, Flirt he rater e, *t this aa.se poiat, the firvt tnree 
tUs .-ett of ti»e initiil pcint of deraiiaeat cere cut i>nd 

®,v<ed by the wr-aols of tr* in So, at tne plsc* w^ero the re-11 
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la question would aavs baen lying fed It bmn ta Its proper 
place In tne traok. In clearing away the *r«ci«ag©* * olawoar 
sad tr^ak wrefCli ffare found about 1 0 0 yards froa the scsn© of 
the accident, these, no doubt, being the instruments ue«d in 
removing the rail. 

This accident K ^ S eusud by on© of the rails having lie en 
r^aoved from Its plseo in th<& tr&ek uith malicious latent. 
The niieel ftsrkst on the ties, and to© fast that th© rail which 
v^a founa n@&r the- eenter of the tr&ek #&s aot dasi&ged mid 
s.^ed no wneel ssarKs, is convincing, evidence th&t this r&il 
fc&s aot in pltice snen tr&in So* 5 r©&cned the point of derail­
ment. 

Tlio *i«7t d&y &ft«r th® accident„ thrse stsn ^ore ?rrfl3t#d 
*ad charged sith «recking train. Jo. 5 by re&oviag e rail fro® 
th© tri-et. î -o of tmnv sien have confessed, iaa^lloating th© 
third -San, ail t^ree tre nos baing held for trial on this 
ch&r^o. 


