Iny-2732
July 9, 1915.

In re Investization of Accldent cn the Sesxbosrd Air Line
Jsliway nsar islton, ila., on June 9, 1915.
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On June 9, 1915, there w3 & deradilment ¢f a prstenger
train on the Seshoard alr Line Ssilwey nesr slton, Ala., re-
sulting 1in tie derth of 3 =mployses and the injury of 9 88-
gangers. Aafter investlgztion of thils aceident the Chiel of
the Division of Safaety peparts ss follows:

ﬁcgthounﬁ “assenzer treia do, 5, conslseting of locomotive
94y L cosoh, 1 dining ear, « sleeplnyg eurs, and 1L obsarvation
car, wap sn route from Hes York, ¥. Y., to Birmingham, ila.,
it wng Ln chrrge of Conductsr Carter snd Enyineasn Brooks,
This tr-in left itlsnta, Ge., 5t 6,01 pom,, 41 minutes lste,
passed Sellington, the lo:t telegr . h stetion ezst of the point
of dur lluent, .nd 35.7 ailen .latunt therefrom, &t 3,52 2.0.,
23 alputes lete, snn waez cer*iled vt L0.20 penms %t 3 polnt
shout ~.% miloz reat af sltom o'l ranrdnys et & apaed of abeut
40 miles per hour.

The entire tr.in we.s .or L.e6 ot & polnt 660 feet west of
wile sot de, T27. Lcoerotiv- 34 turned over on itz left side,
2.0 10 rest 26J reet beyonu the yoint of derallment, and was
conaiderahly demagec., The tenc.r broke locpe asnd ceme to reat
on tne right hend side of the locomotive with the tank reveraed,
Ine zrlacipel wema o oo Lic © ry a8 to the trucks anc sir brake
s xtpment. Thns roiru foromea of euglnes, who wes riding in the
lac@motava, the enginem 1, orv “lremen wsre killed. The weather

at the time was olear.
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Thisg zart of the Seaboard Alr Line 1s & single-troek line,
¢ eFatod by treln arilers and time-tuble righta, The tracelh 1s
Lula with 75-p0und stesl roils, 23 feet in lemgth, with shout

13 %les under esch vall, sad bhallssted wlth zbout L8 incu~s of
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lsp, all of which 15 in zcod condltion. At the point of da-
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P ilment the troce 18 1:14 on & 9=foot TLil with & grade of 17
pegdenuing for segtbouad treips. The troex in thi= viciandty
rans through 8 prugged and rough section o€ the esuntry and ig
mege ap 3f a sories of curves, cuts, aad fillis, Eooronghing
tre olnt of dercllment fros the gemat thare Lz = b-appres curve
leedine townerd the left, 953 “seat in length, then 2 £ ooront 2G5
Feat {n Langta, then - tedeygrse ourve lacding téward the right,
F37 Teot 1o leagth, tnen ¢ t.n<emt 227 fest In leaztys, followed
by J 3=degrese curve le Jding toward the left, It was on thils
lztter curve that the dercilment oceurred.

sfter zer ilment, an exeslaotion wes acce OF the fruck and
Lt ez  cunt that one of the rells on the l2ft haend zida of the
trock wes out of sliee pad lying shout 14 inches in toward the
senbrr 67 tine Ltracse, mithout eny asreikg on i1t to indieste that
tt h. resn ctruck Ly train So. 5. At this szeme oint seversl
53 ixve, bolgs, auts, zn. ¢ fishplate rere fouse wahloh het heen
reaoved from this rall, the aerks on the hewds 0f the srikes
Lvileoting thst tney hed teen Tegently pulled, wnlls marks on
T . t1os 1wdlecter thot o olewhsr hog bean asec in removiag
tie sxilkes, PFurthermore, st thls sexe point, the fir.t turee
tirs cert of tue inlticl soint of derailment were cut rnd

@. r<ed hy the wheols of tr-in No. 5 zb tne pleers woere the roll
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in suestion would have been lying hed it baan $n 1tz proper
slaen in the traock, [a clserlng awsy the wreckage, 2 oclawber
and truck wroeh were found about 100 yards from the scsne of
the sceldent, these, nc doubt, being the Iinstruments used in
removing the rail,

This sceldent was o used by one of the rails having been
reacved frow 1ts ploee in the trsck with malliclious intent,
The wheel marks on the tles, and the faot thet the rsil zhich
wa3 found mear the eenter of the treok was not dameped angd
5..0med no wheel morxs, ls couvineing evidence that this wall
s net in piace snen trein No. 5 resched the polnt of derall-
zent.

The =ort doy after the 2ccident, thrge men vere srrasted
0% oharged with wrecking trein . 4§ by removing ¢ rall froa
the trice, 180 of these anen heve confessed, impllosting the
talird men, snd 21l torees are nos being held for trizl on this

ch&ryo.
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