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s i? XCTMXGAOTH OF AoexBH^? muon OCOSFK&SD 
OH 2KE S M POTO, tOS A8CU&ES ASD SALT LAKE 

HAXLROAD AT AUG^^S, GAUfQHUIA 
OU MAT 17, X91S. 

O B May 1 7 , ltlB, there & head-end collision 
on the Ben Pedro, I*os Angeles 4 Salt &&ke Sail road at Xos 
As&eles, Calif*, whieh resulted in the Injury ef 2 empleyass* 
After Investigation of this aesident, the Chief of the Division 
of Safety reports as follows* 

This aooident oeenrrsd near tha western end of a 
eurve of 3 degrees 30 lainutes, about 1,700 feet in length* 
within th© yard Helta of toe Angeles, on what is Jmewa as the 
San Bernardino aaln line, thess yard ll&lta extending to Piatt*s 
Spur, a distance of about d miles* On account of the view 
being li&it&d by a high hawk on the inside of the curve, 
automatic bloefc signals were placed on either side of this 
curve, the distance between them being 6,962 feet* The 
easterly automatic bio02c signal is ovvfl&pped & distance of 
1,S£& t&&%; there is no overlap at the western and, fhe 
weather sloudy* 

Westbound passenger train Ho* 1 oonslsted of 1 re­
frigerator e&r, 1 bagga&e ear, 3 ehalr ears, 1 Pullman sleep­
ing car and a private oar, feauled by ioeossotlve 34S3, and was 
In ©targe of Conductor Owen and Engtassaan Bailey* It left 
Ontario, the last open telegraph offlee, about 38 ©lies east 
of the £Oint of eolli&ioss, at $!35 a. m., on tlase, and at about 
7x41 eollided with yard loooir.otive 19t the speed at the time -
being sstisssted to have been about 10 or SO B i les per hour. 



At about ?*3S a*au, login* Foreman Bines, while in 
tbo yard office at Los Angela** received a message over the 
telephone *biah he atated he had some difficulty in hearing. 
He understood the message to be that sssse ears had fouled the 
main traofc at Plattls spur, and to as& if a yard engine eould 
be sent oat either to piels up the sard or to push them bask 
on the spur into olear. Bines replied that an engine would 
be sent right away* Ro then informed the assistant ynrd 
master, who lftstxueted hin to go out and clear the stain line 
so that train So* 1 eould pass. He then started east on the 
scale line with leeometlve 10 and collided with train So. 1 
labile ranging at a speed estimated to !ave been about 10 miles 
per hour* 

Both leeomotives were derailed and considerably 
damaged, while the tender of the locomotive hauling train fto* 1 
telescoped the first ear in that train* 

The telephone jjesŝ ge resolved by laglne formm 

nines «as sent by Fred Hogs, <yhose duties ware to eheek ears 
en industry tracks. He stated that he telephoned from 
Piatt's apnr to the yard offlo* at X>os Angeles that there ma 

a dead &erlaan at the water tank at East Tard tad that he 
eould flag train Is* 1 if n&oessery, la order that the body 
might be brought in to Log Angeles* Me stated that he talked 
over the telephone with ?or̂ tsnn Kiaes, who seamed to have 
difflenity in hearing and understanding sAint he Iras saying, 
and that it was neeessary for hiaa to repeat the message 
several times. After saying that he could flag train So* 1 



if desired, Binm told Sim not to do aot ho ̂ ouid send 
out a awitob engine* Soge furtber stated that B O m a 
absolutely certain tbat be said Bttbi&g about any oars fouling 
tbe cyain tracK-, He furtber stated tbat Foreman nines did 
not afrte fcim wbo be was because be told bisa $rfco was apaakiag 
wban bo first answered tbe talepbone* 

Sarins Foreman nines stated tbat be «&s in tbe 
yard office when tbe telephone bell rang; be answred and 
understood the party calling to say tbat some earn mm foul* 
ing fcbo aaifl line at Piatt*a Spur and to ask If bo should 
flag train 80. 1* Bines feplied to flag train Ho* 1 If tba 
oars fouled tbe main line* fbe party tban as&ee if be could 
send out a switch oa@ine and be replied tbat fe© would send 
one rifgbt away, go imedi&tely infomed tbe assistant yard 
master, and instructed to go out and clear tbe main line 
ao fcbat train Ho* 1 could pass* fls taca boarded yard iooo-
i&otiv© IS and told ftnginemn Jobnsey vvfcero tbey wore to go* 
la stated 6bat tb© engineman naked biia about train Ho* 1 
and fee told fine engineman tbat tbat train could not pa*s on 
account of tbe cars fouling tba main track at Piatt*a Spur. 
When approaching tbe automatic block signal west of tne eurre 
be looked at it and saw tbat it we In tbe dear position* 

He furtber stated tbat be did not fenew witn whom be 
bad been talking over tbe teiepnoaes be asked who it but 
could not understand tbe name and be tfeen naked tbe man steers 
bo ©as, tbe reply being taat he waa at Platfcfs Spur. H© 
stated tbat bo bad not been in tbe babit of occupying the sain 



traefc in this manner on tha fciwo of first slass trains with-
out train orders, and that he should have had a train order, 

or 
for© 31,/a message, before proceeding on the main traofc 
en the %lm» of train Ho* 1* The only authority he had, 
however, ma the instructions of the assistant yard master} 
he also supposed that the raaln track ms bloofced and that 
train No* 1 could net pass* 

Assistant Yard Master Pearce stated that foreman 
Elnm told him that three ears of rook had run out on the 
mSn line at ?latt*a Spur, sad he told him to go out and 
push them baefc on the spur* Slothing was said about getting 
orders as he did not think the switch engine would be run 
on the main line wben train $o» 1 m e due, but would use 
the San Pedro gala line, whioh runs parallel to the San 
Bernardino main lln@« 

Eaginesaan Johnaey, of yard locomotive 19, stated 
that ho saw Foreman Mines talking with the assistant yard 
master; the foretaen then boarded the engine and said that 
they wf>re going to Piatt's Spur. He inquired about train 
Ho* 1 and was told that ticmn esr& had fouled the taain traek 
at the spur and tbat the Instruction** were to go and push 
the ears into elear so that train fto« 1 eould ones* Be then 
started on the main line tomrd Flatt'e Spur. Be stated 
that the automat! e blook signal mn% of the eurve was slear 
until after bis engine passed it, nfcea it changed to red* 
Engineman JTolmeey stated further that he had often used the 
main line on the time of first elass trains without orders i 



la fact, ever since ha had been warklag in thia yard, a 
period of five years* So also stated that if it wts neces­
sary to tare train orders in a ease of this kind he did not 
know it* and that as loag as he vrata working under a forwsan 
that he «©uld do as the foreman instructed and not ask any 
questions* 

All of the employees sho were on the yard loco­
motive at the tiro* of the accident stated that the automatic 
block signal west of the curve wm In the clear position when 
the loooisotivo approached It at about 7t38 a*a* 

Engineman 3a Hey, of train So* 1» stated that just 
west of tbe *uter tank at Boat T&rd it wae 7j3? a»©» A 
Short distance beyond this point bis train paeeed the auto* 
matic block signal cast of the ovsrv©, and at that time it was 
In the ele&r position. Vhll* sounding the curve be saw tbe 
yard loccactive tbrae or four ear lengths ahead and at once 
applied the emergency air brn&e*» She speed of bis train at 
the time waa about £0 jail as per hour* Be further stated that 
at no place had there been any ears fouling the main track* 
Hia statements were corroborated by those of his fireman* 

General Yard EJastor German stated that a s$dtehin& 
ere?? should not work on the Bain track on the tisae ef first 
class trains without orders and that the angina foronan 
m e responsible in case tbe crews should take their engine 
out on the stain line without auoh orders* 



From tno atatmeats of the employees involved it 
clearly appears that thera was a misunderstanding on the part 
of Inline Gorman Bines of wbst was said to hiia over the tela* 

phone by yard Checker Boge* Apparently he did not hmr dis­
tinctly and understand fully* and in some manner thought that 
oars ^ere&uling the m i n track at Piatt's Spur* aad that a 
yard locomotive would b&vo to he sent out to alaar th© sain 
line ao tbat tr^in Ho* 1 could pass* Ha then informed the 
assistant yard master and the latter told bisi th&t he should 
go to this sisur ind push th® ear® into dear, hut did not think 
that be twild Mtm the &aln track la sajdng thia Eiovement on 
the tijae of train Ho. 1, there beia$ another trackparallelins 
tha main line tracer which could have haaa used* Operating 
rule Ho, 90-a provides in part aa follows? 

•Stations having yard Holts will be desig­
nated in ̂ special rule? in timetable. All trains 
and engines will Mve tb® right to work within 
suob yer-i limits, rojjardlea* of &11 except first 
class trains» but will give •m.f aa soon ea possible 
upon their approach** 

Rule 3!o* SOI provides in '»art follow©: 
*For 3io7SBienta taot .providad for by tise -

table* train orders will bo issued by authority 
and over th© signature of the Superintendent o# 
his authorised representative** 

Knotting 6h»t train Ho. 1 sas due, the ore^ of yard loco­
motive 1© \m& no right wbatevesr, under tbat part of rule Ho* 

"noted above, to occupy the main track on tba tine of 



«*#*» 

that train, regardless of whether or sot they supposed St 
was blocked on account of ears fouling tho main tragic, un­
less furnished with a train ordor as per rule Jfe* SOI, or 
unless proterly protested* 

Attention is sailed to the fast that the engine 
©raw of train Se» 1 stated thtst the &utom&tie block signal 
east of the curve was in the clear position when they passed 
it* fhe orew of the awifcehins engine also stated that the 
automat!e bloek signal passed hy thee west of the curve was 
is the elear position* After the wreeka&o ims oleared away, 
and nesessary rspairr? aade wb&v& damage to the track had been 
caused hy the accident, the signals worked properly* It also 
appeared that there had never been any trouble experienced 
with the proper operation of these signals* One of these 
bleak signals m$t have indioated danger fchen it was passed, and 
fa view of the fast that tho aooidont occurred nearer the end 
of th® block entered by &he switching looOJsotivo, and that there 
wes an overlap at the ana entered by the passenger train. It 
is believed that the signal ~st the western end of the block 
Indioated danger wh,m it -m® jessed by ihs switehlng loeo-
&otive* 

7hls aooidont was caused by yard locomotive 19 
oeeupying the main troe& within yard llxaito on the ti&© of 
a first elass train without authority to do so or without 
proper protection and by tho failure properly to observe and 
be governed by automatic signal indications, for which Inline 
foreman nines and Isglaes&an Johnsoy are responsible* 



Waglm tovmm Sines bad had 4 years railroad 
emparlance, while Engineman Johneay had had 9 years experience 
a^ an engine&an* JEnglnemn Bailey of train Ho* 1 had been 
employed as an engineman for nearly 11 years, while Plrssian 
Brisea ma employed aa a fireman la 1007 and at the time of 
the aeeidaat was. a prosoted ©Kgiaaaan* All of the employees 
involved w@r$ tOKpetsst mm* At the time of the accident 
the engine crew of the paasea&er train had teem on duty 6 
hours and SO minutes, wall a tbe crew of th© yard locomotive 
had bean oa duty but a few sinutes* 


