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INTCRSTATE CO.LIERCE CCOWMaI SSION

REPORT QF THg CHIET OF TOF BUREAU OF SAFETY I.' RE THVESTI-
GATIQL OF ab ACCIDENT VHICH QCCURKED CN THE SALT LAKE
& UTAH RAILROAD UEAR TAYLORSVILLE, UTAH, C. NOVEMBER 18,
18sl,
Decenber la, 1931
To the Commission:
On Jdovember 18, 1931, there Jas a nsad-end col-
lision betw2en two pass2ugsr trains on the 3Salt lake «
Utah Haiilreal near laylorsville, dYvah, vhiciad resaltel in
the deatn of 3 ewployees, and tne 1njury of 2B passengers
and 7 ewmployees. heprssentatives of the Public Jsilaties
Commission of Utan partivi.ated 1n tThe irvestigation of
this accident
Locatzion and wetnol of cperation
Tne Salt Laxke & Utan kailroad 1s an elactric
interurban line, 1ts waln line exterding et een Sals Lake

T i

Caty and Payson, Utah, a distance of 86.8 wiles, Ir the

a

irauedalate vicinity of the point of accidert t-ois 18 a
single-track line over whicn trains are operaved oy Tilne-
table and train orders, no cloik-sigrnal systlew being 1in use
Southoound trains are reguired to take siding at meeting
points, Tne acciidznt occurrsel on 4 gravel pait 8pur Track
located 0,57 mile souwth of itavlcrsville Tnz s.13ch 15

a faCing-point switch for northoound trains, wath the

sviteh stand on the west side cf Tae track, ALpproaching

M
D

the spur track ssitch froa tne soavh tae track 1s tanpert

for a distance of 3,441 feet; tne grale 18 1 per cent ie-
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scending for northbownl trains, The weather Jas cleuly
at the tine of tne accident, .niocn occurred at about 8,28
a. L.

Descraption

Southbound passenger train No. 3 consisted ol
motor caT 603, and was 1in charge of Conductor Stanbradge
and Motorman Craner, It 1l=2ft Salt Laks Cityv at 8. a. m ,
on time, passed Granger, a reglstering poiud 5,8 niles
soutn of Salt Lake Civy, at 8.30 a, m., on %ise, procseded
to the spur track switeh soath of laylorsvilile, a distance
of 2,8 miles, and baczed 1iato clear for tnes purpose of
meeting trair Mo, @, It s «nile sTtanding on this spur
track, 1bs feet from tae siiten points, that tne collision
occurred.

Northbouni passenger Train -«¢ 3 consisted of
r.otor car 807, and was in charge of Corductcr Slcey and
wotorman McEwan, Iv laeft Riverton, 9.3 miles south of
the spur itrack switch and the last open offace, at 8,11
a. l,, % minutes late, left Bennion, 1 5 miles from the
Bwitch, at 8.86 a ., 3 minutes late, and headed in on
tne spur track, tne sJitch being opsn, and collided with
train No. 3 while traveling ab a speed sstimated to have
been avout 35 wiles an acur.

Car ©03, of train Jo. 3, was drivan backward a

distance of about 100 feet anld the oaggage Comparsment in

tne forward end telescoped by car 607, of train No, 2,
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Tne forward ends of ooth cars .cre Dadly demagel, ani car
807 was derarled, Tie explcyess killed were The wotorman
of vrain e, 3, an assdislant trualneasier and as electrician,
all of whor #ere in tne forwari end of cal old
Sune ary of evidence,

A bulletin datea October 12, 1831, provided that
until furtner notice traias Nos, 2 and 3 woull nset at tne
gravel pit spur tnen tTain so, 2 1eacned tne tangent
track approacnLng tne Switch, «otobman McEwan saw Train He,

3 standing on the r.ain t.ack at the sviten anl reduced

~

speed, bringing his train unier control afher rassing a

road crossing locaied aodscut 1,000 feet south of the switeh,

4]

stiwate being from

ct

the speed at this T ¢ acloriirng to his
8 To 12 miles an hour. when o.%toin about 6800 feet of tne
switch he received a proceei nard signal fres Corniuctor
Stanbridge, of train Lo, 3, .10 Jas taen 6JISEpiInZ SnHOw On

the opposite side of tne tracs fron tine switclh stand, and

in accordance witn +hat re said was the custom, ne considerai
this signal o mean taat the train to he net was into clear
and the switch lined for the weiln itrack., 4z then released
the aar orakes and turnzd co the power, but Jhen aoout 120
feet fron the switcn discovered that tne switch target was

in the stop positiorn, and taen saas toat the s.itch points
were linel for a movawent to the spur zrack. Hde said he

snut off power and applied 1ae a1T Trakes Ln emergency, bat
at this time the Car Jas passing over the s.atcn points,
traveling at s.Ca a high rate of spesl that 1t could not be

stopped before 1t ¢ollided ath train Ho 3. _lotor.an
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HeEwar aa1d ae had not noticael vze 1oicatror of the switch
tarzst any sconcr beCalse 418 nitensica 24l ceal centered
an Coriuctor Starbrid.e. Cornluctor Slicgy, <lso of train

No, 2, went 1ntc tn2 forwari end of The Car as 21 approacasi

3

the gravel pat spur, noticed Coniuclor Starzbriige giving a

proceed signal, ani wnen sat dowvn, payvinz ne iurther atten-

x

tion To the oparation of nis train, Just ae 2¢ nad sat

sy

down he hearl ore of tne =ugloress in tns for.ard ani of the
Car szy that wne switch was wTorg; ae thought 11 wWas at
about this time tha® thne cor antered tn= ope. switca,
Accordinz So Corndicctor Starnoridge, sf traar Ho &,
ghern his train left tne syaten e 2ot ofl with a broom To
sweep the snow ount of tag ecalter poirts ard also to clear
a place on the ground on whica Te starnd wnile nandling thne
s¥1tch After nis train nad tacked 1a oa tae spur tracsk
ne swept arouni the suvitch, «ni oa lecckang ap saw train Ho.3
approaching., Eeiag of the opinion that i1t would ote traveling
at a nigh rate of speed, nz thought ne woull aave to aurry
in order to sweep a ¢l2ar place on the grceand ca the other
si1de of tne track on waich To s8tand waille train No, 3 was
passing., On again locxking at 1t he saw 1t was quite close
and said he then gave a proceel signal, feel:ing suare every-
thing was all right, He then began ©0 sweep (ore snow oub
of the way, a.d1 111 not Tealise Thet ne2 nad isft the switcn
oren unill treln No. < entered the swisch, .
Trainwaster Keibard, who was in tne forward end

of trair Mo, 3, said hs hal tas osst view of tne switen of
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any of the euwployees on that train as this car stood on the
spur track, ani that ne could not see either tne switch
points or switcn target and could only see tne head and
shoulders of Corducteor Stanbriige on the opposite side of
the track from the switch stand, the view being cut off
on account of an embankment and weeds on the inside of the
curve of 5° i5' in the spur track as 1t leads away from
the wain track,

Both of tne cars involved in this acciilent were
of all-steel construction, lined and trirael witn wocd.
They were of the combination passenger and obaggage type,
built in 191%, equipped witin i-wheel trucks, and were 61
feet 8 inches in lengitn over vhe buffer platforms, with a
weight of 88,000 pounds, UHeither of taese Cars was equipped
with end reinforcenents, or any kind of antitelescoping
device. Examination of the wheels under thegse cars showed
that all of them nad flat spots, these under car 503 being
aobout tanree-fourths of an inch in length, dus to vhe car
having been pusned baciward at the tiwe cf tne collision
with the wheels locked, the Car having teen standing vith the
air brakes agpplied, The flat spots on the whesls unier car
607 were 1 inch or more in lengtn, while for a distance of
o0 feet soutan of tne point of accident taosre was evidence
on the running surfaces of the rails tnat the wheels had been
sliding, while within 10 feet of the point of accident thers
were several spots on the rails which had beern ourned blue

by sliding wheels,
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Conclusions

Thia accident wWas caased bv the failure of Lon-
Auctor Stanbriige, of train Ho 3, to close the awitcn leald-
ing to the gravel pit spur after ni1s train hel backed 1n on
The spur, for the purnose of weeting trein do, 3, anl vefore
giving a proceed signal to the wotorwan of train o, &,

Ho reason was alvancel by Conductor Starbriige for
his failure to ¢lose this sSwWitcen, Apparcativ ne becz .2 en-
grossed 1n sweeplng snow fros the vicinity of tne saitch
and forgot that ne hal rnot closed 1t after his train had
backed into clear,

Tire-table Rule zo realds as follo is:

"411 3Teins «111 aporoach switches under

perfect contrel, and wiere a train 1s to
ce welt will nov attenyt To pass antil
switches ani 815nals are seen to te right
anl the train Taxing the siding 25 known
to te in the c¢lear "

While the burden of resgonsivility rests upon
Cornductor Stanvridge for giving a Lroceed signal when e
had left tne switch open, nevertneless this haadl sigral 413
not relieve Lotorwan .cBwas frown cbservisng tiwe-tanle rdle
2b, and notwithstanding the proceed signal give. by the Con~
ductor in charge of tne switch, wctorman MeEwan snould per-
sorially have abservel the 1niication of tne sntca target
which was i1n plain vied, ocfore .atemally incre.sing the
speed of nis train; wuad a¢ Jome 80 ne ccould tnen no douct
have stopped his train in tise to avoid vas collision,

Conductor Stanvridge #as employed as an agent arni

brakewan frow lay, 1915, to lovea.ber, 1%17; he was then in
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Lhe naval service wtil Ucliober, 1%19; he was reswployei as
a ¢lerk and a Ddrakenan frow bovencver, 1919, te HMarcn, 1%a0,
at which tiwme AS was promoted to conductor, MNovormarn HcEwa:i
had been enployed as a r.otoruan since Cctober, 1918, He had
had 8 years previcus eXperience on the Oreson Short Line Raile
road as a fareman and engincnman, Tae records of tota these
exployees during the weriod of their ernploynent on the Sals
Lake & Utah Railroad were geod.

The erew of train Lo, 3 Qad been on duty about nalf
an hour, and the cres of urain No, 3 about 33 hours, previous
to which all of thesz ewployees had baen off duty about 14
hours,

Respecifully sabmztted,

5262t7;%f£? 1,{;524/*w{_

vhief, Bureau of Safety,



