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In ro Inveatigution of Acaident on the Rutland
Rullread, near Bemnlngten, Vt,, Bept. 7, 1912.

On Baptember 7, 191%, there was a head-ond
c¢oliiasion, betwean & south-bound milk train end a north-
tound passenger train, on the Rutland Rallrocad, near
Bennington, Vi., resulting in the desth ¢f 3 employees
gznd the injury of 1l passengers, 6 employess and 1
exsress Bessenger.

After lavestigation, I hweg to suhmit the follow-
ing report:

The ailk truin involved in this collision was
firast-glass train Ho. 48, running from Alburgh, i, Y.,
to Chathem, N. ¥, It conzisted of engine No. 2044, 7
milik aars snd a eoach, and »as in charge of Conducter
Aablo and Englneman Wardwell., This train was late in
arviving at Rutland, There oro-r 231 was 1ssued,
reading as follows: "iv. elyhty-elght (38) run forty (40)
minutes late Rutland fo Zeuninpton.? Refore this order
was Blpned, however, 1t vagz annulled by order 233 which
resds fOrder two thirty one (231) 1s annulled. Ho.
elght-eight (88) run one (1) hour lete Rutland to
Bennington,® This croer rua sipned by Conduector Azblo
and @made complate at 5:33 v. M. Train Ho. 88 left

Autland at 5438 5. m., one hour and elght minuftes lata,

arriving at Horth Bennin ton st 7:35 p. m., One hour and

thirty«five mimutoen l.te. 5t Forsh Bannington this
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train received order Ho. 238 whieh did not concern thia
train but was to be carried to Bennington and there
dalivared to train Ho. 371, there being no operator on
duty at Bennington st that time, Train No, B8 left

Horth Benningteon st 7:37 p. ®., one hour and thirty-seven
wninutes late, snd at 7:50 pe. M., while running at a speed
of approxiuntely 20 miles per hour, this trein colllded
with truin do. 371,

Horthbound aassenger {rain Ho. 371 conslated of
engine He. 798, one ecoach, one combinuntion baggapge and
smoking ear, snd & baggage cer. It wes in charge of
Conductor Shufelt and Zngineman Gokay. This trzin left
Hennlagton at 7145 3. 2., on tine, without orders sgainst
To. &8 which wasz & superior train by direeticn usnd which
wag at that finme over-due one heur and thirty sinutaes.
iftor sroceeding about helf s mile, train ido. 371
collided with train Heo, 8B,

The distance from Bennlngton to Hoerth Bennington
13 4.5 miles. Uetween these polnts the Rutland Rsillrosd
is & alarle=track line vyl i3 operated by the train ordar
system, The collislion occourrsd on 3 ten-~foot fill, shout
half 4 mile north of Nennington peagenger station, on n
tro dapree curve and n grade of o83 per cent descending
fovard the north. Tepinuing about 200 fest south of

the psoint where the nceident oceurred, the traei is

straight to Bennington passenger stetion, aand beginning
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sbout 700 feet north of the point where the gollision occcurred

the track 1a strelght for 3000 feet. At the point where the
collision ovocurred, however, the view lg obstructed by trees
on the progerty ndjoining the right-of-way on the eanst,

A timetuble rule provides that trainsg will not
laave Bennington without trsin order or clearance card,
anthorized by the aszgistant superintendent] when the statlon
ig elosed for the night, however, this pule is not in effect.
Thare wes no cperator on duty at Bemnington when 8o, 371
departed, the offlcs beiny cloaed from 6:20 p. m. until 7:00
e May «ftl 1t wes therefore u necessary for train He, 371
to secure a ¢learance card hefore leaving. Hnd there been
rn eperstor on duty st Hennington 1t 1a probuable that this
=geildent would have heen averted.

Bennington 1a the sturting poeint or terainsl of
train 371, and s train regirter L2 kept there, but neither
Conductor Shufalt qor enginenan “okay checked this reglster
before the daperturae of trrin 371 to see 1f all overdue
superior ele s truins hid -rrived. Conduetor Shufelt,
however, had ehecked tne rerlster on a previocus trip, only 2
short tine bhefore, and sinew that train YWo. 83 was overdus,
and had not at that tlse orrived, He admitted that he had
Yorgotten all about this truin,

Baggapenan Clettery of train Ho., 271 had glso read

order Yo, 233, stating that o, 38 would run one-hour late,
( 1

hut he al80 sdmitted that Le hed forgetten train No. 88.

This coliigion ocecurred during Englneman Gokeyls first trip ~
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in this servies on that dste and he did not see ordsr NHo, 233,
gut Engineman 8ibley, whom Englnenan Gokey rellieved, stated
that he told Bagineman Gokey He. 88 hud not srrived, end that
thie latter raeplied MAll rightY, Engineman Cokey was kX1lled.
This collislcn wes caused by fallure of the erew
of trein Ha. 37) to remember and to keep their truin clear of
trrin Bo, 88, Dut 2n aceident of thiz character was rendered
»c3gible by the nethod of Goerating trains under the troin
erder syatem which wes employed on this road. Ruserous
sceddents of this character have hesn investigeted during the
pest year, duse to the fsilure of aen under the train order
systey to chserve or chey traln ordersz or to keep their trsins
elear of superioy trainsgs. Beesuae of the inhsrsnt wesknesaes
ef the train order 3ystem, the only real and permanent sreven-
tive of sueh asccldents ia the adonticn of gome adequute form
of blee system. In the absence of 2 hlock systom, s praper
regard for the safoty of traln movement would seem t& reculre
tite oresence of an operwtor at Beanington doth dey and night.
Conductor Shufelt entered the service of the
Rutland Railroad Compeny in 1893, nnd he had besn emploved ssa
n conductor since 1895, Eanginelan Goltey entered the service
of this compeny in 1904, und he hzé been amployed ns an cngine-
nsn gince Yetoher 7, 1910, Beggagenaster Blattery entered
tae service of this company in 1%01. 411 of theoe zen had

been sxemined on the rulas since June 1, 1989, and all hed

zood recordsz, HNong of them had hesn on duty in excesg of the

Jeriod sernmltted by the rours ef service law,



