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INTERSTETE CCNMERCE COMMISSICN

BEPGRT OF ©TIE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVES-
TIGATICN OF AN ACCIDENT «HICH OCQ RRED CN THE ROCKFORD
& INTERURBAN RAITYAY AT SIDILG 5, ILL., ON FEBRUARY 22,
1925,

Moy 6, 1925.

To the Commicsion:

Om February £2, 1925, there uas o head-end collision
on the Rockford & Interurbin Railvey at o poirt Inown as Sid-
ing 5, Il1l., which resulted in the death of 1 cmployee, and
the injury of 11 passengers and 3 employees; therc is also a
possbilaity that 1 passenger was killed and the body burned in
the wrecxaze. The investigation of this aceident wos made in
conguuetion with 2 revresentative of the Illinois Commerce
Commission.

Location and method of »peraticn

This accident occeurred on that part of the Freeport- ¢
Belvidere Division wnich extends between Frecport and Rockford, -
I11,, o distance of 28.9 miles, which in the vieinity of the
point of acecident 1s o single-track line over which trains ATe
operated oy time-table and troin orders, no block-signal system
being 1 use. The point of aceident was about 1,000 feet west
of the west wwiteh of the passing track known as Siding 5.
Approaching from the east the track 1s tangent for a consider-
able distaace, followed by a 3° curve to the left 2,150 feet
1r tength, the pwint of the ceeigent being on this curve about
760 feet from 1ts western end. Approaching from the west there
arc two short curves te the left followed by 292 feet of tan-
cent and then the curve to the right on which the cceident oc-
curred. The grade 18 slightly ascending for westbound trains.
Tre view across Lhe 1inside of the curve on which the aceident
oceurrcd 1s resuvricted to about 300 fect.

The weather vas clear ot the time of the aceident,
“'hich occurrcd ot 2.52 a.m.

Descraiption

Fostbound passcnger train No. 10 consisted of motor
206, 1n enrge of Conductor Pence and Motorman Chopman. It
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left Freeport, 10.5 miles from Siding 5, at 9.50 a.m,, on time
and was approaching Siding 5, its time-table meeting point with
train No. 7, at & sneed estimzted by the conductor to have been
40 or 45 miles an hour, when train No. 7 was observed approach-
ing from the east, too late to avert the accident.

Westbound passenger train No. 7 consisted of motor 204,
1n charge of Conducsor Berridge and Moiorman Rhoades. It left
Pecatonica, 2.3 miles from Siding 5, at 9.48 a.m., acc@ding to
the train sheet, four minutes late, passed Siding 5, practically
on time, withoul stopping, and collided with train No. 10 west
of that point while traveling at a speed estimated to have been
40 or 30 mileg an hour.

Both cars were of steel-underfrane construction, equip-
ped with afiti-~tclescoping buffers, and did not telescope each
other. The front cnds of the cars, however, were raised in the
a1y until they nearly touched the trolley wire. Fire broke outb
in the wreckage, apouarently due +to a snort circuit, and the
superstructures of both cars were destroyed by the flames. The
employec ki1lled was the motorman of train No. 10.

Sarmary of evidecnce

Condactor Pence, of train Bo. 10, said that when aboat
5 mile fron ©1ding 5 he walked ahead into the motorman's com-
partment and ingezred of Motorman Chapman ~o.s to which train
would enter the vassing track at Siding 5, and the motorman was
aboat to ansver when Cornductor Pence saw tne head end of train
Wo. 7, rounilirz the carve, 1t being apparently about 250 fect
distant. Hc said Mot rman Chapman at once shut off the power
and reversed bthe mobors and thot he himself unlocked the door
onn the soutn side of the vestibule and called to the motorman
to Juap, 2t tne same time doing so hamself. Conductor Pence
Turther stoted vhot on aceount of the obscured view on the curve
he thought troin Ne. 7 was scen as soon as 11 would have been
scen 1f the weather had hecn clear, -

Motornen Rhosdes, of train Vo, 7, s11d he did not
krow that his truin h 4 passed Siding 5 until 1t reached the
road crossing loczated zboat 700 feet east of the point of acei-
dent and that he first saw train Fo. 10 approaching when 1t was
about 200 fecet distant, at whieh time he reversed the motors
without applying the air brekes, thinking that the reversing of
the power would nove a betber effect. He cstimated the speed
of hig train to have been about 30 miles an hour and was unchle
to give any explanation as to how he happened to pass Siding 5
without stopping.

Conductlor Berridge, of train No. 7, in one part of has
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st.temcat sa21d he hed finished collecting fares from passengers
who boardmd the troairn at Pecavonica, hod siopped to talk wath
onc of them with wior he 1as aceaainted, ard that on looking

up nc sy tran No. 10 rmnediniely ahead, apparsrily not more
thwn 50 feet azstonsS., Tn another part of his statement, however,
he scid hoe Tirct rezlizeld tnat his train had passed Siding 5,
when 1% reoched the crosmrg which is 2boat 700 feet from the
po.nl of accident, ond tont 1 was taen too 1nte to signal the
motorran as the approuching trozn was rignt in froatw of them,
Comduetor Berridge farther siiied thet he had not heard the
notormim  souud the meeving-peint whistle signal required by

the rules, and has only explanition for not kmowing when has
troain passed Siding 5 was that he was enegcged in collecting fares.

Conclusions

Thes accirdent was caused by troain Kol 7 over-running
& time-table mceting point, for which Conductor Berridge and
Motormon Rheades ars at fault.

Conductor Berridge sa1d he was ongpged in colleeting
farcs, whille Motcrman Ehonades had ne explanation to offer. Re-
gardiees ol wervher conditrons, there weould scem to be no real
reasan wny these cmployees showld not nave Jmown when their
train possed thie switehes ot Sidarg 5, had eitter of them been
payiag proner abiesuvion to the operasicn of their train.

Erd on scdeguote block-cigaal systcm been in use on
this line, this aceident protavly woulid not have cccurred, an
adequatc autlomatze troain stop or train conorol device would
nave prevenued 1t.

Tiie cnployecs imvolved were experienced men, at the
time oi the ace doent they hod becn on duty about 4 hours, prior
to &hicl. %aey had been off duty from 104 to 15 hours.

RespectfMlly submitted,
W. P. Borland,

Direcsor.
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