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INTERSTATE CONhlERCE COhMlSSICN 

REPGRT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVES­
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT rfHlCK OCCURRED ON THE ROCKFORD 
* IITERURBAN RAILWAY AT S I B I L G 5, I L L . , ON FEBRUARY 22 , 
1925. 

May 6, 1925 . 

To t he C o m m c s i o n : 

On F e b r u a r y 22 , 1925, t h e r e was a head.-end. c o l l i s i o n 
on the R o c k f o r l £ In t c ru rb - \n R a i l v , i y a t a p o i n t known as S i d ­
i n g 5, 1 1 1 . , which r e s u l t e d m t h e d e a t h o f 1 e m p l o y e e , and 
the i n j u r y o f 11 p a s s e n g e r s and 3 e m p l o y e e s ; t h e r e i s a l s o a 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 1 p a s s e n g e r vvus k i l l e d , and t h e body burned m 
t h e w r e c k a g e . The i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t was made i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n Vi i th a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e I l l i n o i s Commerce 
Commiss ion . 

L o c a t i o n and method, o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e F r e e p o r t -
B e l v i d e r e D i v i s i o n w m c h e x t e n d s b e t w e e n F r e c p o r t and R o c k f o r d , 
1 1 1 . , a d i s t a n c e o f 28 .9 m i l e s , wh ich m t h e v i c i n i t y o f the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t xs a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a r ^ 
o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem 
b e i n g i n u s e . The p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t was about 1 ,000 f e e t w e s t 
o f t h e Viesfc TSY/itch. o f the p a s s i n g t r a c k known as S i d i n g 5. 
A p p r o a c h i n g f rom t h e e a s t the t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e d i s t a n c e , f o l l o w e d , by a 3° c u r v e t o the l e f t 2 ,150 f e e t 
m ften-kth, t h e p o i n t o f t he c c e u j e n t b e i n g on t h i s c u r v e about 
750 f e e t f rom i t s w e s t e r n e n d . A.pproa,ching f rom t h e w e s t t h e r e 
a r e two s h o r t c u r v e s t o the l e f t f o l l o w e d by 292 f e e t o f t a n ­
gen t ojtifl. t h e n t h e c u r v e t o t h e r i g h t on w h i c h t h e a c c i d e n t o c ­
c u r r e d . The g r a d e i s s l i g h t l y a s c e n d i n g f o r westbound t r a i n s . 
The v i e w a c r o s s t h e i n s i d e o f t h e c u r v e on which the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d i s r e s t r i c t e d , t o about 300 f e e t . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t t h e t i m e o f t he a . c c i d e n t , 
, r h i e h o c c u r r e d a t 9 . 5 2 a .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 10 c o n s i s t e d o f moto r 
206, i n c n i r g e o f Conductor Pence and. Motorman Chapman. I t 



l e f t F r e e p o r t , 10 .5 n i l e s f rom S i d i n g 5, a t 9 .30 a . m . , on t i m e 
and was a p p r o a c h i n g S i d i n g 5, i t s t i m e - t a b l e m e e t i n g p o i n t w i t h 
t r a i n N o / 7 , a t a speed e s t i m a t e d by the c o n d u c t o r t o have been 
40 o r 45 m i l e s an hou r , when t r a i n H o . 7 was o b s e r v e d a p p r o a c h ­
i n g f rom the e a s t , t o o l a t e t o a v e r t t h e a c c i d e n t . 

Westbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m H o . 7 c o n s i s t e d o f motor 204, 
m cha rge o f -Conductor B e m d g e and I 'o torman R h o a d e s . I t l e f t 
P e c a t o n i c a , 3 .3 n i l e s f r o n S i d i n g 5, a t 9.46 a . m . , aocerding t o 
the t r a m s h e e t , f o u r minu tes l a t e , p a s s e d S i d m g 5, p r a c t i c a l l y 
on t i n e , w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g , and c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a m N o . 10 w e s t 
o f t h a t p o i n t w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been 
30 or 35 males an h o u r . 

Bo th CELTS w e r e o f s t e e l - u n d e r f r a n e c o n s t r i c t i o n , e q u i p ­
ped wi th , a n t i - t e l e s c o p m g b u f f e r s , a n i d i d n o t t e l e s c o p e each 
o t h e r . The f r o n t ends o f t h e c a r s , h o w e v e r , were r a i s e d xn t h e 
a i r u n t i l t h e y n e a r l y t ouched the t r o l l e y w i r e . F i r e b r o k e out 
m the w r e c k a g e , a p p a r e n t l y due t o a s n o r t c i r c u i t , and the 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s o f b o t h c a r s w e r e d e s t r o y e d , by t h e f l a m e s . The 
employee k i l l e d was the motorman o f t r a m H o . 1 0 . 

£ urinary o f e v i d e n c e 

Conductor P e n c e , o f t r a m H o . 1 0 , s a i d t h a t when about 
-̂ m i l e f rom S i d m g 5 he w a l k e d ahead i n t o t h e motorman 's com­

par tment and i n q u i r e d o f Motorman Cha.pman as t o wh ich t r a m 
w o u l d e n t e r the rassmg t r a c k a t S i d i n g 5, and the motorman was 
about t o answer Mien Conduc tor P e n c e saw tne head end o f t r a m 
H o . 7, r o u r . l x r g the c u r v e , i t b e i n g a p p a r e n t l y about 250 f e e t 
d i s t a n t . He s a i d K o t rman Chapman a t once shut o f f t he power 
and r e v e r s e d tne m o t o r s and t h a t he h i m s e l f u n l o c k e d the doo r 
on the sou tn s i d e o f the v e s t i b u l e and c a l l e d t o the motorman 
t o jump, a t t n e SUNE t i n e doxng so h i m s e l f . Conductor P e n c e 
f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t on a c c o u n t o f the obscu red v i e w on t h e cu rve 
he thought t r a m H o . 7 was seen as soon a s i t wou ld have b e e n 
seen i f the w e a t h e r had been c l e a r . 

Mot or nan. Rhoades , o f t r a m H o , 7, said, he d i d n o t 
know t h a t h i s t r a m h, a pas sed S i d m g 5 u n t i l a t r e a c h e d t h e 
r o a i c r o s s i n g l o c a t e d about 700 f e e t e a s t o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i ­
dent and t h a t he f i r s t saw t r a m H o . 10 a p p r o a c h i n g when xt was 
about 200 f e e t d i s t a n t , a t w h i c h t i m e he r e v e r s e d the moto r s 
w i t h o u t a p p l y i n g t h e a i r bradces, t h i n k i n g t h a t the r e v e r s i n g o f 
the power wou ld nave a b e t t e r e f f e c t . He e s t i m a t e d t h e speed 
o i h i s t r a m t o have been about 30 m i l e s an hour and was unab le 
t o g i v e any e x p l a n a t i o n as t o how he happened t o p a s s S i d i n g 5 
w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g . 

Conduc to r B e m d g e , o f t r a m H o . 7, m one p a r t o f h i s 
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s t ^ t e ipea t s a i d lie hc-d f m a s h e d c o l l e c t i n g . fares"^"from p a s s e n g e r s 
who boar^&d t h e t r i m a t P e c a x o n i c a , had s topped t o t a l i with, 
one o f them, w i t h WIIOL ho \ a s a c o a a n r c e d , and t h a t on l o o k i n g 
up he s*$;j t r a m E o . 10 imned:i a i - e l y ahead , a p p a r e n t l y n o t more 
than 50 i c c t d i s t a n t . I n a n o t h e r p a r t ox" has s t a t e m e n t , h o w e v e r , 
he s a i d he f i r s t r e a l i z e d t n a t h i s t r a m had p a s s e d S i d m g 5, 
when i t r e a c h e d the c r o s s i n g which i s about 700 f e e t f rom the 
p o m t o f a c c i d e n t , and t n a t i-c was tnen t o o l a t e t o s i g n a l t he 
m o t o r c a c as the a p p r o a c h i n g t r e m was r i g n t m f r o n x of them. 
Conduc to r B e m d g c f a r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t lie had n o t h e a r d t h e 
notorman sou ad the r ree 'Ding-poin t w h i s t l e s i g n a l r e q u i r e d by 
thv. r u l e s , and h i s o n l y e x p l a n a t i o n f o r no t toiovang when h i s 
t r a m p a s s e d S i d i n g 5 was t h a t he was engaged m c o l l e c t i n g f a r e s . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

ThELs a c c i d e n t was caused by t r a m H o . 7 o v e r - r u n n i n g 
a t i n e - t a b l e m e e t i n g p o i n t , f o r wh ich Conductor B e m d g e and 
Motornan Rhcades a r e a t f a u l t . 

Conductor B e r n d g e s a i d he was mgn god m c o l l e c t i n g 
f a r o s , v . h i l e Mo torman Rhoo.de s had no e x p l a n a t i o n t o o f f e r - R e -
^ a r d l L e s o f w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s , t h e r e w e a l d s een t o be no r e a l 
r e a s i n v m j t h e s e emp loyees shou ld not have known when t h e i r 
t r a m pas sed the s w i t c h e s a t S i d m g 5, had e i t h e r o f them been 
p a y i n g p r o p e r a t t e n t i o n t o the o p e r a t i o n of t h e i r t r a i n . 

Ead an a d e q u a t e b l o c k - s i g a a l sys tem been m use on 
t h i s l a n e , t h i s a c c i d e n t p r o b a b l y would no t have o c c u r r e d , an 
adequa te au tomat : c t r a m s t o p o r t r a m c o n t r o l d e v i c e w o u l d 
nave p r e v e n t e d i t . 

The e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men, a t t h e 
t i n e o i the a c e dent t h e y hed been on du ty about 4 h o u r s , p r i o r 
t o ffhich t n e y had- been o f f du ty from 10^- t o 15 h o u r s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . B o r l a n d , 

D i r e c t o r . 
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