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In re investigution of an sovident whioh coocurred
on the line of the Rapid Rallwmy Bystem nesy
Beint ﬁ&-&il"* u’sﬂﬁa; L M @i 1617,

June 27, 1919,

On Juune 9, 1917, there wee s hesd-end sollision bee
tveen two olm:iu pessengsy treins on the line of the Rapid
Rallway Bystea neor Saint Cleir, Mich., wvhioh resulted in the
death of £ employoes usnd £ puasengers end in es to B ot

ployees and E2 pascengers, After investigation of this ecoiw
dant, tas Oulef of the Divislon of Ssfety yeports as followst

The Port Huron Divieion, on whioh this sosident caocurved,
oxtends fromt Detrolt, Hieh,, %0 Port Huron, Mish., s dlstence
of 04.0 miles, The iim 1s gensyally amaiu trask bHetwesn
the eity limite of thesze two pleaces and trein sovamnts are
governed timo-tsble and tyein orders, no blook signel ays-
tonx beling use, Trein orders are transxitted by the dise
patshers to the condustors at vericus telephone booths
sanduators taking ovdsrs upon manifeld dlemks in & maohine
whiech persits the withdrewa) of two coples;, the third re sine
fng in the naochine se & record oopy.

The sooident ooocurred zbout i miles noyth of Ssaint
T3y and about 915 fast south of Yankes switoh, at a 1]
about 60 fect south of the northern end of a tangent feat
s length., Bouth of this tangent is s l-degree ourve 450
fent in length whils north of the tangent 18 & 2-dagree curve
850 foot in length Tollowed Yy & tangent 700 feet in length,
From Yankee switoh south the grode is desosnding & per ceut
for a diatence of 460 Test and rises 0 & level Just before
reaching the point of avoident. The zround where the adcl.
dent ogsurred is lovel, there Lelng no euts or fills ineither
dlrestion for a distanes of sore then 2 hulf nile, However
the view apyrosching the sosne of the sescldent ie obsoured iy
e shed whioh stands out closely to the pright of wey and sleo by
foliage and a dwell house on the iaside of the durve. ¥Yrus
the noyth end of the ont o the pluee of oollision, the
dictance 18 not more then 80 feet snd the vislon is limited
untll the tangent ie reashed., AL the Sime of the aceldent the
wenthey was oloudy.

Bouthbound looal g:: trein Ho, 66, cay YE?Y, run.
niog from Port Huron to 201t left Broad Otrest Station

8% Port H st £.10 p. w., o8 Slue, in ohargs of Conduotop
Gurduer snd Sotorman take.s This car was of woolden o0le
strustion with vestibule on frons and ojem platform on the
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rour and wes ocomposed of £ sompertuments, a mmoking oonparte
mett in the forward end having sesting mmm:g for 1B pere
sous and e passenger oconpartuent foll with & seati
sepecity for 88 persons, The traln veguired no orders leave
ing‘?om Huron and the ovew 4id not eell up the dispatoher
until 1t reached the end of double track st Regesdorn, Just
outside of the oity linite of Port Buron, where traln order
Ho, 181 was tyscsacitted to sthe conduotor and was repeated %o
the motor=an. Traln ovder Mo, 181 resd ss followst

"Moot trein 209, oar 7306 at Yenkee,"

From Bagadorn So ﬁwlog the lsat stop prior to the sollision,
the dlistance is adout uiies and from Burley %o Tankes the
dintence &3 about thres~fourthe of & mile, Motormen Plotake
folled to ramember this order sad ras by Yaukee switeh abous
916 foet sud while treveling st & spend estimated 0 have
boun sbout 16 miles vollided with train No, £09 et 2,48 py 0,
oF about 25 minutes efter reoeiving the order.

Tyain Mo, 200, oonsistod of cars 7308 ang 7302
scupled together, snd was in eharge of Condustor Swish and
Hotorman Davidson on she first our snd Conduotoy Horton and
Hotorzan Crandall oz the seeond sy, Both cars in shis
reln were of wooden constyustion with vestiduled front ends
and opett pletforms on the resr; they were controlled by the
Botorncn on the leading osr, the conductor end motorsen on
the pecond csr assuming Bo port in the opersticn of the
trein except in the handling of puseengers, Traln Ne, 200
was known a8 the "Linited™ whioh made stops at only the
larger towns B route, It left Detroult at 12,10 p, me, o0
m % at Marine City, the orew yvessived the following

e ors

Fdeet truin 66, oer unknown at Yankee,®

The lust stop nade trein Ho, 209 before the secident 00«
curred was st Saiat Clair et 2.41 s me It was then 19
sisutes late. The spesd of Lreln NHo, 200 spirrosebing the
polat of aooident wes sahout &0 miles sn hour, Yollsge sorsened
the view of the motornen and trein HNo, 66 was uot seen until
sbout 1,000 feet swey, it then belng too late to svold the
oollision. Tne apeed of tyain Mo, at the time of the
gosidont wap estimated S0 have beem zbout 10 miles sn houy,

The gollision resulted in car 7277 of tralin Ho,
86 being telescoped & distanse of adout 1E feet, while the
fiyet cer of trein No, 209 wss tslescoped a distance of sboud
7 fect and the Tollowing czy overshos snd grushed the resy
ad of the first sare seoond cay in tyein lo,200 wan
ot badly densged, Conduntor Gmith was esught betwesn these
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sars and killed while standing on the peey platform of the
first car,

Hotomen Plotake, of trein No, 50, stated that he
repoated tyein order No, 151, reeeived YWy his condustor at
Bagadorn, 4 supy of this m-&or was placed on & hook in
front of him, et upon &mahms the meeting polnt nened
therein for %m:la. HO. s he Torgot it until he aigied
trein Mo, BO? snd at about the seme lnstant he weoelved three
bells from the eonduostor indicuding imnediate stop. He
stated thet he passed Yenkee switoh rTunning sbout 40 miles
a3 hour and that the speef ot the tize of the sollision hed
beon reduced 0 adout 18 miles an hour, MNotormen Plotzke
Jusped from the oar Sust belfore the sollision osurred and
was injured, He wan usebls to scoount for nis fallure %o
reaeaber the train order.

Couduotor Gardner, of train o, 66, stated that aftey
reteiving the traln order to seet twein bo, 200 st Yankes
switel he hed no sonversstion with the motoymsh. AL Burley
8 sassenger was ploked up and the condustor stated that after
& ainute he went forward to 0ollest her fare, after whioh it
was nis intention to go out o the frat vestibule %o be in
reediness %0 open the switch at Yankea, Be had fust ¢cllected
the fere and had tumed around to¢ regipter the amount when he
hesxd the gar goling over the switoh, He et onoe julled the bell
three ties and started for the rear door, the sollision oew
susring before he resoned 1t. OConduetar é&mw stated furtiey
that he 414 not rfesl the motorman epsly the sir bhrakes at any
tze after sounding the emergency stop signal, He seld thet
they met no tralne after leaving the doudble treck ut Hsgadom
snd had no orders in thelr possessicn Tor exeoution other than
the meet order =t Teakee awlteh,

Hotoroen Duvideon, of tyain lo, B0, stoted that apw
pmu&inf the polnt of sseident he wes not running in sxosss
of 30 niles an houri when he flrst saw tysin Ho, 64 1t was
about 1,000 feot distent and he thought thet that train wes
running quite fast, Motoysasn Devidson steted that he scunded
the wiiistlie Swe or throe tizes, espplied the emerfency siy
broke ond then reversed the power,

Gonductoy Horton and Hotormesn Crendell of the soecond
aay of train Ho, 209, steted that they knew nothing of the
impending ascident until they felt Motormen Davidson appd;
the alr and reverse the power, sounding the whistle sigaol at
the aame tize,

sir, Eobert D, Donsldeon, a pecssenger on train Ho, 66,
stated Bhat he hesrd the condustoy get the order nt Ragadoryn
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t0 oot train Ho, £09 at Tenkee awitsh. The first of imithwa
wrong that he soticed was when the sonduotor rang the bell
thyee tizes, He stated that he did not see the notcrmen make
any effort to sty and then the sonduotor agein reng the bell
thres Sl:es, My, Donesldson stated that e then omlied o

hiz fellow pacsengers %o Junp.

This acelident wun caussd by the feilurs of train No, 66
t0 taxe the siding for train Ho, 209 at Yankee switoh, a8 20«
guired by train order Ho. 181, resulting from Hotorsan Ploteke
forgetting the nset order and for whioh e is responaidle.

Motormen Plotzke wae enployed ee motorman on the Port
Buyon City lines from Mareh 2, 1910 to Hovember 27, 1911}
he wus mugmm on the snue lines oo June 24, 1902, end on
Setober 18 18, waa treuefarred to & position as sotorman
ou the Rapld Reilwey, Ab the time of the noeident he had been
on aﬁy 45 ninutes after a pericd off duty of 16 hours and 20
minutes,

It i apparent thet & lopse of senory wes wmponsible
for this ccoldent, Among the sudible aignsls of the Rapid
Raellwoy Syatem there is pone providing & reaminder of e train
order oy time table meeticg point, to be trsnsmitted by the
gonduotor to the motormal whel spurvashing & station where
&R order iz %0 be sxeouted, or & tiue table meet to be
fulfilled, On many rsilrosds sush a signal is rovided for
in the rules in order to Lneure that neeting voints shall
uot be overlosked or forgotten, ané iV is believed that the
sounding of euch s signal by tﬁe sonductor of irsin Ro, 66
oni sppronching Yankes switoh on the day of the scoident would
have restored Motomman Flotzke's reeollection of hls order So
neet tradin Mo, 20U, and by this nmesns beve averted the oolllston,



