
la re iaveatigatloa of oa eeeideat wnleh oeourred 
oa taa Una of the Sapid Jteilway System near 
Saint Glair, MlehM oa lane f, If if* 

fane t*, m * . 

On fuaa t , ifl?* there waa a head-end aollleloa be* 
tweaa two eleetrle paaeemgey trains on tba Una of tba 8*pi4 
Railway gyetea near Salat Clair, Kieh*, wblab resulted la tba 
death of & employee* aad S pa##aaaw@ aad laJuriae to a aa* 
ployaee and i$ p*»®ejBf*r*# After Investigation of this eeei­
deat, tba Chief of the Pivialoa of Safety report* aa fellawat 

Tba Fort Huron Civleion, on wblab tbia aeeidant oeourred, 
eatamda from Detroit, Hiab*, to Fort Huron, Mieh*. a dlstone* 
of §4*9 allaa* the line la generally single traeb between 
the city limits of these two plaaes aad train sioveswate era 
govaraed by *4U**-»tenl* aad train orders, aa bloek signal ays* 
tarn being in nee* train orders era tranaaittad by the die* 
f»b*a*r» to tba aaaimatey* at various telephone booths, 
oonduatora takiag orders upon ataaifeld blanks la a meehine 
waleh permits the withdrawal of taa eepiee, tha third re ein-
lag In tba saemlae as a raaord saw* 

the aeaidaat oeourrad about 1$ miles north ot s&iai 
Olsir aad about »18 feat eouth of tank** awitah, at a p41at 
about 40 feet eouth of the northern aad of a tangent a*0 feet 
la length* South of this tangent is a l*degree eunr* 440 
feat la length while north of tba tangent la a g-degre* eurve 
490 feat ia length followe4 by a tangent ?00 feet In length* 
from fsake* awitah south tha grade Is deseendiag t par seat 
for a dlataae* of 440 feet end riaaa ta a level Jnat before 
raaahiaa* the point of aooidaat* tha ground where the aaei* 
daat oeourred is level, there being no eats or f i l ls maltha* 
direatloa for a dlstaaaa of cere than a belt mile* tofwar, 
the view approeabiag the aeeae of th* aeaidaat ia obseura4 by 
a *be4 wbioh ataade out closely to taa right of way aad alee by 
tallage aad a dwelling bouse aa taa laelde of tba eurve. proa 
the north aad of the tangent to the piaee of eelliaiea, tha 
diatanee Is not wire tbaa 40 feet and the vision is United 
until the taa§*at is rsaebed* At the time of the a*«i4*at taa 
weather was elaudy* 

Southbound iooai passenger trala Mm* 66, ear W * , rua-
nlag from Port S roa ta Detroit, left »p©a4 itreet Station 
at Port & roa at 1*10 f* a,, oa time, la charge of Coa4uetor 
Oardaar aad aeterssaa flatska* fhia ear waa of wooden eon* 
atruetloa with veeblenl* oa front aad o aa platfoim em tba 



rear sad we* eomposad of z aempartaemta, a smoking aaapart* 
nmm la tao forward end saviag aeatlat oapaeity for 1ft ^ar* 
soma tad • pa»§ehea* aoaforteaat following with « seating 
©epeoity far St pereon** tb* trala re t i red ao ordara leav* 
iajg fort Huron aad tha era* did aot aall aa tha dlspatehar 
matll It rea«h*d taa aad of double traek at fagadora, Jast 
autelea of taa oily limit* of fort Bursa, where trala ord*r 
m» 181 waa transmitted to taa aoaduotor aad was repeated ta 
taa aotonsaa. train ordar aa* 141 read a* fellow*! 

•Meet traia m$ ®m m o at f*ak**#* 
from aagadora ta Barley* the last stop prior to the aeilisloa* 
taa disteao* ia about at alia* aad from hurley to teak** taa 
dlstaao* I* about ttar**~fenrth* of a ail** Hetoraaa Plotake 
fall*d ta remember this order aad raa ay faakae awitah about 
•14 feet sat while traveling at a spaed estimated to have 
baea about l i alias eolllded with traia Ho* £0* at s*4© p* a* 
or about if aimta* aft*r resolving th* order* 

traia Bo, aoat eenaisted of oar* 930* aad 9308. 
•ample* together* aad waa la obarge of Ceadueter smith ami 
aetomaa Bavidaon oa th* flrat oar aad Condueter gertea ami 
Moteraaaa Graadall oa ta* aeeoad o*r* Both ears la tbl* 
trala war* of wooden eoastrxetlon with vestibuled front and* 
ami open platforms am the reart tony war* eontrallad by tha 
mmmm oa tha leading oari the eemduetor aad aetomaa on 
taa eeaend mw ataualag no part ia tb* Of*r*tloa of tha 
train exo*pt in tb* handling of p**e*ag*rs* train Ho* fOt 
waa knowa aa the "limited* which made stepa at only tba 
larger towns am route* i t left Detroit at 11*1$ p* a#, oa 
tla^amd^at Marine Oity, the erew re**ived tb* following 

•Meet train id, ear unknown at Tank**** 

A a last atop made by train Ho* sot befere tb* aaeldant oa* 
ourred waa at laltt ^U i r at 2,41 p« m* Xt waa then It 
miautee lata* tb* speed of train Ho* wm approaching tha 
paint of aeaidaat waa about SO alias am boar* relist* aereened 
th* view of tba aatoxmaa aad traia no* $4 ma aot saaa until 
about 1,000 feat away, i t tbaa feeing tao late to «votd the 
eoilieioo. the *p**4 of train ao. tot at tb* time of the 
aaeldant waa estimated to have beam about 10 ailea aa hour* 

th* «oli i«lon resulted In oar ?*W of treia so* 
44 being tel**aaped a distant* of about i t feet, while th* 
flrat ear of train Ho* £09 was teleeooped a dlataaee of about 
f feet aad tb* fallowing oar overebot aad eruebed the rear 
end of the first oar* the seeoad ear la train se.feOS waa 
aot badly damaged* Conductor Smith wa* naught between tbeee 



e a r s and killed while standing m the mm p l a t f o r m of tha 
f i r s t ear. 

Moteimaa motake, of train Ho, a d t atatad that bo 
repeated train o r d e r $ e * lei* received by bit c o l l a t o r ot 
Regedorn* A eepy o f tbl* order mm pl**ed oil * b o o b Hi 
front o f eftm. but upoaepproaahlag the moot ing p o i n t nnmnft 
tboroiii for t r a i n Mo. f*$i, ba forgot i t until ba ai^bn4 
t r a i n Ho. so*, mm at abou t t b a same i n s t a n t ba reeeived t b r a a 
balls from tba aendne tor tadianting i a n e d i a t * atop* fia 
eta tea: t h a t ba peaaed Teak** awitah running about 40 mien 
am hoa r ana t h a t tba apaef a t the time o f tha e o i i l s l o a bet 
baaa reausad t o about IS miles an hour* Hotoraaa Ploimk* 
*Ha*ped from t h e mw l i s t before tha oollialoa oo mrm* aaa 
waa Injured* i a was unab le to aoeount far b i s f a i l u r e to 
remember t a* train eriejr* 

OoBdiOtor werdaer. of t r a i n « o * fie, stated t ha t «ft*y 
receiving the train order to meat train a o * 8©# a t fan&ee 
awitah ba bad m eoaveraatiea w i t h t b * moterafea* A t Btiriey 
a ,p**«eng«f waa platted up aad tha eoRduetor atatad that a f t e r 
* mlaute be weat forward to *oll**t Her fare* after which It 
mm bla intention t o m mm t o t aa fyat vestibule t o ba ia 
f a a d l a e a * t a open t h e awitah at Taakee* Be bad Just aolleated 
tha f a r * and bad turned around t o r e g i s t e r t h e ajwuat when be 
bea rd t h e o a r going over t h* awl tab* l a at mm p u l l e d th* bell 
t a t e * t i - e s and s t a r t e d f o r tb* pea* door, th* o o l l i a l o a oa* 
e a r r i n g before b e m a s s e d i t * 6or.duotor tferdna* s t a t e * furttea* 
that be did not feel the motoraaa apply the air brnkee at any 
tlaa a f t e r sounding t h e emergeney s t e p signal, i a s a l t that 
they met no t r a i n s a f t e r l e a v i n g the d o u b l e t r aek at Sagndora 
aad bad n o order® la their peaaeseiea f a r e a e s u t i o a other them 
tba aeet o r d e r a t Yankee switobt 

metorean ^ v i d i a n * a t t r a i n S ® # BOf, atatad that ap­
proaching t h e p o i n t o f a e a i d a a t b* m a n o t running in mmmm 
a t 30 m i l * * an hourt wham h* first saw t r a i n aa* m It wa* 
•boat 1.000 feet diateat and he thought t ha t that traia waa 
running quite f e a t * Motoraaa Davidson a ta tad tha t ha sounded 
tha w h i a t l e two o r t h r e e tines* s u p p l i e d tha emergeney a i r 
b rake aad tbaa r e v e r s e d tha power* 

Oonduetor Hortoa and «#top«ta Crandall o f t ba »eaond 
e a r of t r a i n S o * m v s t a t e d tha t their knew nothing of t b a 
impending aeeideat until tbey fel t Motormaa Bavidaon apply 
taa air aaa reverse the power* sounding the wht*tl* eigaol at 
t a a same t l a e * 

Hr* l a b e r t ©* Ikmaldeon, a pa**emf»* on train i a * m$ 
a ta t ad t a a t he beard the e o n d u s t o r ^*i taa order a t st&g&dora 



TO SECT train S O * IOF at THANKEE AWLTAH* FAO firet OF EAYBHLAI 
f̂êMIt̂  ô̂ » ̂ fiWINSt ÛNSi 0k ŜUm̂Bl ^ajM^AsSK) ̂MeMSUP- 3?î*i*!JĴ  r̂̂Sŝy- Iŵ f̂twJL 

three TINAE. a* STATED THAT ba DID NOT mm aa* ISATARMAM mke 
AMY effort TO stop EMD THEE taa EAADAABER age la RANG taa ball 
BBRE* t i t e , Mr. SAAALAAAA ATATED taat aa THEM ©AILED ta 
ale FALLOW peeeemgera TO LAMP* 

Sfet* AEELDAMT wea ay THE failure of tmln 80* aa 
TA TAKER taa aiding FOR TRAIA I A * tot AT fAAKEA cwiteH*. ea re* 
<?ALRCD by TRAIA ORDER I O * 1 5 1 * reaultiag FROM Ifeftormmm ?IOTEKA 
FORGETTING TBE moot ORDER AND FAR WBLEB BE la responsible* 

HOTOREAA fLATSKA t i t ALLAYED AA FTOTORAMA AA taa FORT Wmm Oity I I A E * f m ITERAB % LILT TA ftwvmwmay if, i t i l i 
be WAS REEMPLOYED AM tba mm llmam AM lama m§ L « I F AMI am 
OCTOBER LA. Iflf * mm TRAAAFARRED ta A POSITION ea MATAMAM 
cm taa MA#Id MALLEAR* At mm tim AF TBA eaaitamt bo HAD BEAM 
DM DATY mi MLAATAA AFTER a PERIOD OFF DUTY OF ID enure aad SO 
JJSŜaaJaâSJi'm̂ B̂̂ B̂ tĵ  

XB LA â pmramt TAAT A LAPSE OF mmmm ewaaagaomeibla 
fan TALE aoaidaat* MAAMG TBA audible gitmml* AF TAA tepid 
Railway Syatam tbara ia aene providing a ramiadar of e traia 
order AR T I S * TABLE MEETING poist. ta be TRANSMITTED by TBA 
CONDUCTOR TA tt» mmtoiftmm WBAM T » R A A E M « G a STATION amat* 
AM ORDER IA TO BE EMACIATED* AR a TIME TABLE mwot TA be 
FULFILLED* On NAMY RAIIXAADA aaab a ALGAAL la provided FAR 
IN TAA rules ia ORDER ta INSURE THAT ISEETLAG palate shall 
MAT be overlooked or forgotten* emd it ia believed thet tbo 
aauadiag OF EUOB e SIGNAL BY T I E CONDUCTOR AF TRAIA I O * AA 
AM aapfmaomlmm ¥AA&e* AWITAB am TBA DAY of TBA ACCIDENT WAUL* 
bava restored Motomaa HATAKC* a REEOLLEETLCM af his order to 
moat TREU* I A * tot * amd BY THLE MEEM* HAVE everted TBA AOLLIALAM* 


