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Ta éq’”.tmnuéuam of aspident m*'tka Pitoeturgh, Shavamt
& Northerm Hallroad, nosr Gounty Housey NeYe, 8¢, 1913,

On Moy 88, 1013, thore wap & houdesnd collislon Bedwaen two
-, ®xtpa trains, on the Pitishurgh, Shawmut & Northers Mxilrosd, Bear
(f‘,;:‘:‘ County Houme, Ne Yy resulting in dhe death of one suployse and the
injury of four enployoess

After investigation of thia acoident, the Oblef Inspector of
Eafsty dyplianges raports ge followss

At the place where Btihe acoident cepurred the PLlitebuxgh,
Bhewmut & Horthern Rallroad 1o a single trnok line operated undsr
the Sruin order Aystes; both the telegraph and the telephone being
used for the tranomission of Sroin orTders.

The trefins involved im this colliaston weore southbound exbra
278, conelsting of un enginey %9 caxs and a euboose, with donduetor
Rigoe and Enginenan Platner 'n charge; and morthbound extyra 8B, con~
slating of an engdine and & osboore, wiih Conductor Mapos and Engine-
man Cooper in chapges

Eztra 228 left Hornell, Ne T, ab 1288 aan, baving reccived
the following ordex:

Grder Ko, 96t

"pnz, 206 will run extra Hornell to Angelfes mnd will
meot 289 porth of Hovmell and Extras 71 and 69 north
from Angelion at Soraine. Exhira 226 w31l nct paag
Cuncperaga

At Capagexaga, 12 miles from Hornell, the following azders
were received:

Order Na, 1):

"Snge 69 will run extrs © nocorags o Angelise. Extras
228 and 6% mouth wlll —meob Zztran 86 and 40 north ab
Childs,"

Grdor No. 13s

fExtral 256 and 49 couth will nmeet Extysg 68 ang 40

porth at Cenber ingte i of Childo. Extyss 8228 and 89
( south will not pass Childs. IExtra 238 south may g0."

Tre atspatoher alq-o issucd tho follewliag order, addreosasd to
Ingine 08 and Extyss 278 and o8 gouth ot Augellest

Order Mo, 19:

"ifter Txtra 74 south avrives at Angelins, Snge 88 will

un extra Apgelios to Horunine and will moeet Xxtres g08 .
and 89 south at Chlldere Br.rag 228 and 89 south geot

thig ordey at Ohilds.®
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Tre only night telegraph office bDetween Hormell and Angolieca,
8 diptence of 3442 miles, is Cancaevage. A% other plages there are
tolenbona boothe and drain ervews regelve orders from the operators
et teleageaph etationzs Train orderd %o do regeived by traln orowam
at Childs are truncmisted by the dispatalior st #t. Harys, Po,, 40
the operator et Angelies an. by bim reloyed by telephons 40 the
treln orews.

On the 4ate +F the meoident oxdor Nos 19 was not relayed to
the are s 6f oxtras 256 and 69 at Childs. Extrs 842 was used es
a helping engine botween Connserage end Traaey, beling coupled behing
the eahooze of exbtyrs RE8; 4% vma eut off &t Traecy t¢ bhe Tum to
Angelies as a geparatoe tralne

Condugtor Rice siated that Bxtre 228 arvived at Childe et
about 8:00 aue He sent to the jelerhone hootk and found $had the
englneman had oalled up the operator st Angelien and asksd for
grdera. The conduotor Sook bthe phone anvd foseived order Naos 20,

s "may go™ oardor. -

Thia w & the only urder he recelved; be bhad seme genversabion
with %l e operator regarilng #he movemont of ofther tralng, bub
Aothing was sul about axtra 85 norths He handed a ooy of order
Na. 70 to tho enginemun and 14B8 thein lety Childs.

Extra 68 loaft Angellic: ab aboud €110 a.ue, having rocelved
order Ho. 19 2% thot soint. +he eollision ccourrcd ot aboub 8:30
neile, On & One~degree ourve snd on & grade of aboud one per cent
deroonding toward the soush, ahout 2 miles aouth of Childs and
3.8 miley north of Apgelicu. A6 Shla tine a dense fog provoiled
and it wne fmpossible o gee g dlatanss f move than a f5r oar
lepgohas The spead of extra 28 weosout 15 or 30 mllon per houyr
and of Extrr 885 ahout 20 or 28 miles por bours

Boglnean Plstner of optra 258 astated that he waited at the
tele bone buoth at Chilie umtil she couduator pegesived the order,
ani then he yetwned So the engine and the train prooeaded. He
bhasi bkt extra 65 wan aboul soven oar lengble Awsy when he firast
aus 443 he lmmediately appiled the brakes ln emergenoy and thenm

Jumpede
Bugiueman Qooper of extra 85 wae killed in the collision,

Firemen bacy of $his traln gtotod that the englinemen axplied the
T trakes Just baefore Uhe collision ocecurred, snd at the soume tinme

salied to him and Le irsedistely got offs The oonouetor &nd brake~
man of shis traln siated that they sould sse a dlatance of five or

3iz car longths througk the fog.
ﬁé;;;%ﬁr'ﬂt

Thia acoldont wap csused by the follure of thse
Angelica to rel:y order Ko, 19 o extra 2068 at Ohilds.- The Alge
pudoher wan also at foult for not agoertalming delinltely whebhor
or ot order Noe, 19 had beon dellvered o axbra 234 hofore lazulng
erier Hoe 20 vhieh ermltied the traln tc mse thad pointe
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besn employod by this coupany on oight 4ssf

o iyél . K
T - dete b enbered the employ of this company Lo pob piwen in ¢he
- sopy of bis sorvice record whiah wns farnisfied tho Comaission, tat

the date he Flrst left the porvice was July, 1904, 'and minge
be tmd tesh employed seven tlmes, $he dute Le lesh enbexed the
servion belng Mareh 29, 1913, Vhen Dispstceher Prias wns esskeld
fam Halahon 8 ecopetent syerator be auld
that he belleved him Yo bo & man of oonseidaradle sxperioncs; he sald
Meilakon wes not & good telegrapher and frequelitly messuges sent %0
hia had to Yo Pepenteds Fe 414 not noties anytbing wmeual in son~
fiogtian with thie apovatorts work on the marning of the sasident.
After Gperator Hofahon woa yellovsd an the &ste of the aceldeud, he
Slepupeared and at the time of this iaventigatlion he Bad fot Been

loentody

Digpetehor Brice wee B3 yeurs of sge, and had had edout slx
yours' exparicnce as ngent and operatior, He hed Been suployed on
Tive different raflycads, and hed Beom in the wnploy of the Pitte~
burgh, Bhawmut and Northers Hellread as an operetor about 5 months
and an & dlspatoher ebout 4 months. VYhon ke woe Informed by the
cparator at Angelign thut exbra 288 was at Childe, mowlng thed the
eperater had order No. 12 for Shat train, ho lasued the may go®
order, assunlng that eyder Ho. 19 had been delivered and would he

ebuelvyesd By the erew of extra 206.

The fovestigation of shis anoident dlsvlowed lax mothods and
& Adanageraul pessties in the opecatlioy of traine on this soud. Wien
an grder woe fssued to a traln ovrew at 4 Selephons etk cocmunie
anting with & telegruph offtee, the urder Welng trananitted Wy
the dlspateher to the opevater ai the Lalsgrsph station end then
ralayed by telsphone whon the ore- onlied wpy the eperator and asked
for ordeys, tho operator was nob Po uired mor wap 1% sustomary for
him to noblify the Adlaputoher Bhot Sueh an order had Been Julivered.
In thip cass Bhe dlaputcher sprarently teok It for gunted thad
order Mo, 19 bhod Yeen delivered to She orew of extra E28 at Ohilde
ani isgued a Ynay go® order, when as & patter of faet thiz erew hed
not reoeived order Fol 16 sul knev pothing sbout that order. Hone
mebthod ghould Be providsd for inforing the &leopateher when orders
ef thiz oharsoter had been delivered, snd yagurdless of the rules
& proper sonse of the respenslbility of his poeltlosn snt & proper
regard for thy salfety of traln oporation ahould bave impalled the
¢iapatohor to make sertain that order Ho, 19 had bBeon dalivered to
the train orow Befare imming the "mey go™ owmiders Dispsioher Brise
etated that 4t wan bl oustom in coses of ¥his kind o ask the
tporatoy whether tho order had boen deliversd and be Ahsughb he

4ids Por the purpose of eliminating the donger involved in thia
method of %rala opuration iantructions have Boon Sgsued Yy bhe
mosistont euperintendent of this sompavwy shet in dases of this
oharacter the "may gof order shill bBe in the following forms
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Furtherpore, saveral of the axdays hmma: S0 the sTolns ine
volved 1n this aaeiamﬁ were oonblnation orders for which ano form
is provided in the rules o the SOupARYe Grder Ko, 10 vas a com=
bination af "meot®, "hold™ and "may go™ ordersy. The mules speolfy
fome to Do vaed mr "meet? snd "hold® arders, And provide that
when & trnin bhas bean hold it mowt ood mm untll the bold
wﬁw i mmmng& éﬁx & arg;r is given '::& % gn:mm s§ the form

P spatehor Briae ata - ot eofte
f' TALLY Wi ’!m the rules Lhoge thveo grders should have Been Losusd
a&z;amta}m s he laswed thes 4n a:mbinedfon fomm to sxve tins,

In this conncotion attensiom 2 gulled o fhe recossenizblonm
of the Gowziezion for the etanterdizstion of weilroad opersting
ruless 7The donger in the sethod im tyaln opsrntion in vogue on
thaia railresd should bave bean recognized and eliminuted befors
attention was direeted to 1% by s diassgtreus agolident,

Bone of the employees ‘nvoelved in this eseldent wag on dquby
sontlary %o sny of the provizdoms of the houvs of perviod law,
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