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I RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ASCIUMRT "HICE OOOURIRD ON THR PITTS-
BURGHE DIVISIOR OF THE P, O, C. & 27. L. R. R, HEAR
VALXFRS BIL, PA., OB AUCUST 2, 1918.

gapds 18, 1410,

G Magust 3, 1918, thore =as & resy omd gollision ho-
tweun twg oxtra frelght tralne ol the Pittatuzgh Division of she
Pa O, 0. & 2%, L, R, B, near Talkorn HAll, Pa., which resalted in
the denth of thres espleycen, Aftar inwestigation tha Chlofl of the
Bazreau of Oalety repoyte as Dolloway

The Pisteburgh division o shish Shis asclidant ceousral
axtenia hetwaen Pittoburgh, Pa, an) Demlson, 0., « distapce of
805 vdlen, That joriion of the lime rhore ths atoldiont cocurred
5 oparsted by an sutomatic blosk alznql syatem, the bloaks balng
carviol $hraush interleaking plants, the hizh almnoalas balng Gon
trollai by steaek olrevdts mad oporatsald asmaally, serving both a8
interlockin., wnd A Diook slpnals. Oaly f2ed)t tralns spo por-
sitiad to Jollew am elosaly as the spading of the mabomaltie sl
nale will pormit, bat tho blook Toxr passanger tralan §3 froa towan
%o towar. ALl algnals are of the wupror adesnt, “~position type,
uging rod, rellew tnl green i hes Por $he mipht iniioations, The
LOREal dirootion o the Ak is oaslt anl -awl.

The sollizion coturred Deary the went end 8 » § degres
eurve to L2 lefs, YOO feat im lemgdh. Approsohing the poiat of
the apolilent from the west, the ¢Faek iz tangemt for A ddstrnae of
1977 faot, pwacedin, shioh 19 a 3degres 55 mimte ocurve to the
1af%, 700 faot in Jomgth. The gFale in aliditly .lssoending easte-
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sagd Kvem % A Lnserleockins buwer, wniw in leguabs. 50 fond went
of the point of ocdlilsiom,

Batwean WA torvar and $he peint of so0ldent ars losaked
aubonstilo signala A3, L1.3, and 0%y Slgnal 12 1u 350 fasl
eant of tho foewer, algmal 12,0 ia 34% fook amst of aldznad 37.1,
ard siemal 1047 o 4470 feet saet of odpgnaed 21,8, Tos seliladon
eogeresd W fedb evid o Higeed ID.T ox BB0O0 faot dnet of A Lo,

Zakbound f2adant txain, oftpa B0BR, hoadsd by onoine
QG0 wnd wnaine ATO spuplad;, vonsistol of 57 ocars gnyvimtoe foon
Peaniaon, Q. w0 Pltoatan, Pas. I s i gharen of conduobor Dol
liven and spginesen Lingafoltery sgyt Telder; Left Dennisen At 513
Patie, Au et Ly w68l BA Gower o QBT savs, Auuvh Wl and
shopr 1 fuat wnqat o0 Ballers HILL sbation % 280 e on bszpunt
@i 8§70 Qur i An tYhe tEALR huwing couplors padlad ouks

Tave o eust anging BEY altn aoboess ouly, Sn ohviuvs of
oo uster T Lysw and encingww Alsy, onvoubs fyor Pelesossn W
Sarnanda pwisgd T4 towar 4% 417 dete @ ¥ aROPpen behind extbro
S8 oust L% 40 Aeie Lo Bhe L weposs - § oasslsting oxb¥n 0555 Lu
Carng i iva

Batru gank 8000 Jowdea by anpdne Gufl, euanietos wl AL
sars sl e snsoute froo Domsdaon, 0., $o Pltosizn, P, An Ghnegs
af conwmator Ruoter o opgineman Benisr, Toi: fradn pas.ad W4
towsne ak Ledd a.ve b 5olliled with the vearx of axtes §357 about
‘B Louy owmst oo susomatio adgnel 1007, 4% abaout 8,38 gene The
foreon of the oollilsien cuusgl Swe oars in axies 8388 $e £41 ower
Yo thr nosh agpdncd westbounl erted MG, shifoh wie pascing on

She wetheatd cadn txaok b $he $loo.  Thic traln wsa sovlir, vory
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slowly ant wao stalisd hy tho oare %op: Ming over on ite

Tha fatalition were ensmcad by ths two hasi oays In extea
pianing She enginoar, {ireman »0 beakéeman in tho wreeks ALl of
hene man were fouml in thaty wowmal positions in the esbh, ialleat-
ing shat thay 444 not see axtra B35BT defoxe the oelliaion eoouwred.

Tradn Dogatohor Burton who wan en Jusy at the time of
the aosldent staged thsd Cominotor Mlliwvsn, in oharzs of exize
8209, notifiad hin Jrem OB tewar, which in emat of the polint of
secident, Shat nis 4¥eln wns otanding just east of Walkera MILY
brokon in three pleoes ssccurt of two Souplers belng pullad oul
and that it #sould b0 nacessary to #8% of7 the houl bad erdar eal,
aftar shish Lo would require help %o ilspese of bisc 4Taln.

Ha than awe orders %o axkza G257 to ot hakdnl axtra
6200 and asadet thad traln to Owrmagle. The next thing e hoard
eonagrnln, thass tRalns saa 498 orarqter st O towar oxdaring thw
sragker on nocount of sxiya 8907 baln: struok by oxtrs B(BE i
uktrs 9445 runain: inteo the wreekage, bloakin: both wnin Sridks.
Diaspatoher Burtom asid that the only apsod raatriotion for frei b
trains or the dlvialon wan 40 miles por houx as chom om the tine
tabla, The vusther in the wielinisy of Talkers HiLl a4 tho time of
tha aseidant was wery foguy.

Blook orerater Evans ofi duty x4 WA tewexr st tho sive of
the acoldent, stalsd that he had mo axders er fnstiuotions for any
of ths texauins involvod An the ascident, and Shat noms of the Shree

sastward froins stoprad at hila fewer. He sald Shat 3t the time
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sibra BOBE passed hle Sowar thé wankhor was foguy and ke apnld
distinguial 2 traln oaly adout 3 o & oex lengthe; the alnals

&n she wviciadty of VA to=ar were operating pFoperly aad thare had
besn av Seaublé with the simals duwiag the $lve that bhe hal becs
smployed thera.

an Lingafsltor of extra 8530 sated thnt from %he
iz his t2aln loft Danmison undll 1§ stopped Junt sask of Falkexs
HAll, there Ladl bednn pe frouble with the ady brakoa. The atep soold
of Talkars MUY wes Gsusad Dy slewin: dom for & oastion asipnal,
ancl wham ho undarteok o relesas Whe bBrakes, (90 Adrawhals 10
Fallod ous He sald e 3413 not whietls out « flagen te protect
bha reox of hils traln, althou h he Enex the rules required i%. He
44, howovor, sonl the Firgram sut $9 LroNeot apeinat txalan on the
woatbounl tradk. All the signals affer poaaing BA Sowax -wre oloar
for Ll txaln axea, % the MW% gast of Tallaras HALL, #hi0h indd-
ankad sation.

Tiromn Paters of engine B8 stoted that thare hnd heas
ne teomil; vdih the Sralpn g fuxr o, ady brakas wers Gonoarned,; Ga
tide tip prowl mia 80 the afop ad Balkaws ML, wmd thaed thers hed
badn xo broubls exporisnecd in mudatalnine bPar0 plps weamre. At
TA toreaz 4l A% oodh suecesilne blook all the alzaals wers clear
watil thsy zoashed ¥he ome juot oust of Walkazxas HRId1, which lniilcak-
&1 gamtlion. Than the tysin adepped he took his rad 1ight il white
Iight and wand Awad o protoot tralms op the wootwadd txaak,

Conwotor Silivan of extra 8782 stakel that bafore lanye
in; Dopnison ha had personslly mads aa laspeotion nd ¥eat of the
alr brakas, but that he 454 mot ks the masber of eporstive sif
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Prakse in bhe $ealn. By wvidd these hoo besm mo tzoubls i band-
Ting the wpadn vo far et She brolen wore comemnel, and tha Spip
RS vy By ome undil e kxedn hEcke-fnetuwn Boat of Vidhers
Hills Be atobod thed o could sea Ll he oignods working vy arly
Lebwean ¥ A Gower wl Walkeys MIll. Then his dradn eawme te » shop
bBu nar on the yosy gnd of 8ho onbesse, vhish stepiad tam oax lontthe
east of the fivad automatic of nal ssasd of Falkezs MLLY, Hi £flage
BaR khen atartaed baock snmd Mo osent towprd buo frost of bin $Paln o
1egabe Yuo Seoullda,  Upon sxesining tho €2oin he foun. Yy irawbots
palled cut. e Lieedistaly wobifisd the dispstolor that ih would
D8 neoosc 2y to have hely %o Chapoas oF Ria tTadn, o Jduein Roa
i he s sbh AN, off She head wafeetlive anx 11 soellont comurPed
Tla wanklayx 4% thv biae ) Fog ¥

B degn Geeey L L oexbrs G080 stabed $hot afbar losylag
TA tower Lo Pouwd on i 400 AW on the sdoinamsats sl end notista
that add she ol neds wars 2lacy gX0esd the ong Jusd sask of “slwds
Hiii, sulsh s a% onutiom. A% tho Sien of the asoldant 1o wan o=
gapad An HtUing b s badl oDlor oar, ot tho eeathar o Dope

Progprd Stgalo of axtis 2709 atabed that he wan viilng
on Sha Fogr w2 the redn amd eboorved et 231 ehe dlgnals wed
¥#i as ha pansel shem, Tho wostbar wan wary fogiuye His sesln
steppad juoy asod of Folkews MLl ond ne Lmseiladely went Honk 6o
fiag, Lokln 4tk Lia o 2ad LAinad and s #lldve 1ich€, Senpadoss sd
fusses. Hoe oot beok adeeot $o Talkers MULL, whars so Dlapmed ane
Jng 8387, ohluh. e baskdne wo. Reslin ocapecaa snly, He thon

wnikad basgk o o0 . oYL Lo T Do
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Enzinsman Aley of sxtrs 8207 stadad that he was rumning
past with the enzine baoking up hauliag & saboose oniyve. He mo-
e@ived o mesakse ot Ahurplon, reading) "Baginge 8380 has Sraw hesd
out naar Poxt PL6%; about cutlawed, Pleaso assist thes to Cavnagle.?
Ba sald thers wors thred autematis sizganl. bhotwean WA Sower nl e
roux of extxa B338); the firu one was gle~w, the second ak Saution
s Bha A o sbep, a8 b8 seprosched them, He was flagred 4as
of Pulkers MLl by shoe flagsan of oxtya 6300, He swdd he asw o
LIagman shout the cams timo $hat ke any 4he rFad algnsl ab the peas
of extza €%, H: wan sumnin slesly % ths $4m0 and the weather
waa foouye The flagwm was Just “ms% of .0 Lloak and the onboo
of ezbea 8300 wan 8 ox 8 oar lenpgthy gast of the hileek. [ storpel
a plymte or two and $allked with the flugeae -ho wan ol thi Tires
mpant s al.o of the gnging, an: while L8 wiae AR Une thore Do Ay
Bis flaysrw 08 off 510 oaboona and ; Potasd voob bo Lrode0t hia
tradn, Ho thon pullssl we vo =ithin o ohort Jlatamoe of the Yonx
af exten 860 here he had bean stanling spePoxisataly 1. sdmitea,
“HSN HE s PRRUSR by eXERa AU, A% %8s Shew o0 oo acolant bhHoth
ha am flvaman Critohlos wexs on Shalr sopasbivd geab bLukes, and
bhaey <443 s haar eghra G009 east Appressidn . AfSer the soliialel
wthey olimbot aut owar tho temiex of Bhels onsing «nd | 0f o9 on
the Found,

Firwwun Oritobles of exte. 8857 abakad that he 144 nod
know amrihin: absat the alrmals, that ho 444 ot aso e flagen
on axtra B389, agi that he Jid ot hoar oxtEs BWE spyroach Al
Enyd motvhin . about them untdl $he selliaton ssomrred. 7' s foxve

of he ocollision knooksd bim dewn in the gpagway, »ftexr which he
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go% wp el aranled aud over the tanles,

Combiotor Yan Lymn of oxtre 8357 stabad thaé Lo sas
gamning 1ihe with the gsboons aply hen he Tenddved » nesonge nd
Murpeon 3o L0000l Yo Fort Pits nd hal: sxbzs 0285 east Yo Oape
naglu. fo 7000 on e blonk slds in the owola of the oabdone watale
ing nipgnaln aal atatad that after passing BA tover tha Diret oignd
wal Peen, .o ascgonl yellew, anl the third, =whioh is junt oant of
Tadsara HALL, rol, wl that s feadn v flas el Just about the Sine
thay renchad tho %60 sinsl. Ho sfatel thet Mlagzen Dinnmm iropped
of 7 §ha oaboose Lerdliately after hils teadn chorpddi snd put e GOZw
pedocs gn $hs pafl, aftar - ° 4ok he ot on 4o oshecse aodn snl Pole
o bhw olnt Yhdns Shay shen-n! newd too rear oFf axtpu §WH, dwewe
be 0% ol L., ooboows #4541 ®ed 1L %, o 2 44%e 10t @l & fusos
afe . wbartad ook %o flaz., He wefohad %4 flapssn watil he asa oub of
it in oo fog ot flwae or odx ouy lenctha gy, and than wrdaed
Rgted Lo gag longbin from Lia roar of exXtrn A9 to #har the tENAR
#a LR, B TokuaBal W fie 2oar an ; omrled i anzind e bl
tr.adin, SU% in e aly, =ent ahed 40 %ho didadlal ong, ARL BaFnad tha
shole ook to o e R 0% 2hr sir e pln fhroneh bhe cara sl
AR, 501 0 whem B ad Bhn e Lgade b 5Eodn Toll one. £l mred Bhad
it wun on eeskbound %240 oorin g Dokl thema He wWeod thage . g2t
tha awaiti. | te g - Pos R Ay Yeloklu B & onamar B0 Jiagm
san Mnnan' ol pcd, e Bad Just dinrted for Who zear ani vden $ho
osllision nocusrad. Thi~ wan abouk 15 almdes aftnr ho sbopoed %
tha rear on. of extra B, Altor she agolident £laran Tanon told
Rim thad extra B0 parodd H30 98 - gaso. of At T pdles pog el

On the folledng Ay hon Shay =ave ol west linmn pointad to &



’ _‘
Be v

pila of tlae lovatsdl rhers he flasaed sxtra 6088, which wag
abous 1G oxr 11 eax lengtha west of the mmtouatie signal 10.T,

Fagnan Dinmen of astra B7 obated thad Conduotsxr Yen
Lyma $83d hin u3 Sturgecn of she inelruotions S yprgosed w Fork
Pits and halp axbre 8309 ¢o Carmegle; be wis ridiag im the oalmone
and 4id net pay any astention i~ 2Mgnale butwesn Fhurgeon wand Falk—
sra Mll, H: sald tha$ hins tratin soa flagood about two 9ar langthe
waat of the sntomatio algnsl near T kers Hll, i they otepped
and pioked wp the flagnen. He saw him ad the engine talk to o
sinessn Aley onl fivesss Critchlow whtle his twatn #aa standing
The sasther wias fogoy snl the ambomoatle admal st that polnt waa
rad. He dyopyad off $he cabeosae, plaeed $w0 Sorpedosa on the rofl ,
pot bagk on the guboans, teck his lampe anl walkod baodk aleowdy,
asoppin: S0 rotove the torpadoss, taking thar wish him o they
would Jo no 004 at that polnd. Ax moarly as he could Jwips he
went badk about 16 oar lengtha from the raay md of hLix tRUn.
He a4 oot put dowm asy torpadens and 441 mod hasy axtra G065 oom
in. on sogount of $he molas nads by o westward $xain on the (arale
lol track, and extra BOSY war within § or § ¢ax lonths bBaofore he
paw Lt. He sald ke flagerel extys 8080 #=ith - rad 14 bt 2And a:iye
idivht only, anil did 0ot wee o fumses. The enginsar of oxtyxs BUE%
fadlaed to wwer hle lantarn signals and e 7iintled %0 attragt
tho enginesr's stlention Jwmat oy Wi cab went by b o opead of
from 30 %0 35 milon par howes He 414 pot 208 royone An the onglme
#ab as 1% rassed hiim and oould not asy «hethax hie siganls were
a0dn oF pot. Hoe oould pot $a9ll whathgy or not tha haskes on 4%

$Xa 8080 ware npplied at Lhe time the engine passed.
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Comiuotor Regtor of axtra 8082 stated that he had
boen yiding in she aupels of hir gaboose snd Motad tho poaitiom
of w1l sighala bobween Stusgeen ani the polut of asoldent, apd
that shey waee ull working swoperly. He lsst s his engine orew
«t MY sovor B milos wast of Walkera MI1l., A% thet thrno they wame
abtanding $o their dutiss, as $hey had hoan during the eniire trip,
and he 344 mok motice naything ouk of the ordinary with theam, Ho
siated that belpre leswin: Demnison o Serminal tost of the alw
Brakens wia nade Dy tha oar laspooterx) mo vrepert @iz aade %o him
a4 %0 the gendition of tha brakes or the mwber of cparative brokes
in the tain., RHiz enbacsa was net eq@uipped with an aly mauge, 20
ho 444 not koow anything about the alr prassors, bud 20 trouble
wai dxpatianoed with $he bhaakes st any time Juring ths $xip. A%
the time of the socident the meadher wn flopey and the Sxain wag
Arifting: at a2 apsed of from 30 %o 6 miles por oure Ths firmd
Intiratlon he hal of trouble shead weas vhom W aargendy willos-
wion of sz brakes waa pade. In bl fdosat o beakss weRe .pe-
plied from the angind sboevt B or € ear longtia from the reux of
extra BaBT?, as tha tradn Fan about thoy dlkmes befoze resaliving
159 aceuni ahotk, whlol ghepped the tradn.

Flagran Qupr el of axters BORE statsd that he waas riding
on tha ripbt aide ol the oaboeae In v aupela batveen JO towy
and the pince of the agaldent, snd noted thet the slgnads wore
adl operafin. ropsxly. Tw {irst wamin: bo had of the aooesdent
WAS Of EeXgency aprliossion of the bDrakes alose to tnu polint of
aooldent. Tham Shg oalilaslen cocurrad ho lwedistely want bodk
$o protechk Lis rear of his txradn.
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Englnenan Burnar of axtes G045 afakad 4hab ho wad pasee
ing weatward with & hasyy trein whem the acoident comrred, The
weather oua very fegiy, neosasltafing hin standing and lasaning ol
of the enb o ssder %o ood %he posibtion of She antomatic :1.mald,
whish 1a Jdreetly orpoalte algnal 10,7 on the aaskwspd $raah. Hia
treln s oving vy slonly apd ska alallsd, tue %o one of the oaEw
in the txaln bhelin; deradilasd om acommt of aregksl ears in axtya
B30 sast Lfaliin, over on bds train. Ho shatad whag Le haew that
Rx. 8388 sua ia trouble, bt Jid not 208 or hesr 23ten 8000 until
Liw collislun codurrad.

Firvovan . J. Raxr of ¢xtya 9448 stasad that ha dld ned
+@s ensing GOGH shen 1% passed, ik Ald aee $ho train opd hnew
that they mul!l oallide with the reas of eutra 78T asant, <il6h
#aa bhen only T or & gar lunstha swvay. Ho easinabtsd the apesd of
extra U89 46 hove been sbout 8 wdlas 1or smoake He conld mot oay
shethar or 8ot she heskan prre wodisd, Wt suld $hil pazhs bow
Rk S0 1y Just o soooml befoxn thoey hit., Aftsr e dollision
adurred, he oxasded wp on the teniwe of bl angine Wl eas Llagp-
pan Dinnen of oatEa BODE abaut 30 eur lan~tha from, snt walkling
Souard, tho seux of his omn traln,

Sonhgtor Weet of exirs B445 otatod 9ot ho woa i llng
10 hi- gnbooas 4t %96 time of the sooidant ani tbat the weathoy
was wary foggy. Hi~ train samo §o a atop on aosount of tho Aracke
e boly, oliai upon 18, ani he sanf lemedixtaly &0 the soens of
the ascllemt and aselntad in putting out the fire, and notioed
auriag i3 L0 i the smitarnile 2dpnala wore workin. proparly.
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The peimasy ocense of thin aceldent wis 2 falluwe of
efgiponss Danler of oxtra BOBS te ebmerve sni obey the indiaoatiam
of =sutomagie siznals 11.5 and 10.7, the Tormer Isdioasin osution
and the latter otopn s tho timd his ongiss paasnd tham, Tha #oally -
ar wasa vory fogny at the time, and the evilemce Lo that the algnals
eould be seem bul a slors Alstanes, dut sa 4ll shyee porscns ol
anglne 9000 sers k3llad in the anelident, i3 Ao fmponadble %o slide
tha amae of snginoren Bander's fallure $o poxform hic duy.

Flegman Dinnon of axtrs 8387 i squally resonsible with
engindean Bondesr, besauss of hia £adluvo to provect hisz train ss
suirad by the rules. Flagean Dlanen mcle mo propar sffort e
perform hiu duty, Althow,h bio tPedn had beon evanding at loask
15 sdmitos provionr to She eonildent, hd #as baok olily ibheatt 0 oar

lapgtha, @l ke made e effoxt to use alther Sospedoss oF fungon,
slthoniah bodh ware 4R WA pozseselon, Al the conmditlon of the
wBRBHOF #5 . Cudh 12 o rouguire oxtys cregantion on his payt. Ho
cvkiemily coided urom 00 smtomalle adppads to protoat nis toulng
gntirely Aaremaeding the dusy re mdrsd of him by the rules, Had
ko pasforned his Juty, Wiz aoocilant ml: ¥t howe hean provontod.

Coniusteor Tiun Ln wan sl oo dersliiot in Mla Sy, baeanse
of fallure $o lastruot Flagpan Bimaen and sstiasfy Mdmasif that hls
LEaln wee ; ropnidy proftoesteld. He displayed lnczousabls inliffazaendo
“Leh reapoot ko the wovessnts of Ll- Dagren, +hah tha existing
woathar guailtion shouild have wasnod him t¢ une sstrs owutlon.

This taveatipntion disolossd had nenotios with respeat
£9 dbaarvanns of the fNar-ing mlo on S1ds Avision of §ra Pd0,
and 8¢, L, Rdiread. Flajsn Stesls of Bxtra §89 slso Criled
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properly e prokess niz tralm, evidaptly relying won ths aubo-
katie algnal i the danger cosition only o faw €ar lengtha in the
xeax of hi: tpaln, a2 the evidence 1a that he ssa bak & wort ddn-
tanes wweat of Wha signul. If $he motbode of [lagping disolesod
Ly this lovestigation fmiloave oowrom prastios, thare is vrgend
noal of imvdlats reformation in $his paxtioulyr on Shis division,

Boyinemos Bandas had beon fiployed as an englinomen oh
this ddvizion simes June 17, 1913, wwevious Yo shish he had been
saployed a2 & fireman op thle divislion eunvimiously sinoo Ootaber
13, 316503, Ri: rooard waa mmod,

Conmetor Van Lyan wia flrot egleyed as fraleht haruke-
Ban daoust 13, 1915, Be left the wervioce twioce and was 1ast 2o-
sumployed Auaat 5, 1318, By wes promobad %o frodght coniudtor
Decarber 2, 147, Om Awmoat 5, 148, he mus mspondsd Loz slsg~
ing eB duly while eyl axtes 041 wast, Asl s frem $his hin
Lrooord #ua ool

Flazmsn Dinmen waz soployod as o fwadsht brakosan
1517, @mo L 3 olanx raooRd %o date,

&W l'

Bons of the seployess Invelved in this agalisnt wmes om
duty in violation of ¥he hours of sexvisce lav. whnemin Bondoy
hid Doon on by cbous B hours At the time of she oolllajon.

wPh.



