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Oa August 9, 1913, there was a dsrcllraent of a pea-
conger train on tne Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Ohieage & at* Louis 
Railway near Cumberland, Xnd*« whioh resulted In the death of 
two en$leyeee* After laveatigation of thia oeoldent tho Chief 
of tbe Division of Safety rsporta «e followss 

The trein involved in thia aooidont ms o&obhound 
paaeenger train find Mo* Sdv consisting of a baggage oar, four 
Pullman sleeping oaro %nd a dining ear, hauled by locossotive 
8075, end was lu charge of Conductor Syer and ̂ a^inrnm. grvin* 
Xt left Indianapolis, Xnd*, at 7tlG s>* a*, fanned H* I* Cabin, 
the block offloe imedlaioiy preceding the $>clnt ef derailment, 
at 7i 83 p. m*t and at 7: 26 $* t&* entered an open switch end one 
derailed »t a aiding \smm ao "Bldar Spur*, while running at a 
spaed estimated to have been about 4$ alien for hour* 

The looo&etive ran a abort distance beyond tho end of 
tho spur before turning over to tbo r%nt# Tbe baggage c»r wae 
thrown on its aide to the right of the locomotive and praotic* 
ally des&liohed* Tbo first aleeping oar m& daj&sgea to some ex­
tent, while very slight damage was sustained by the second one* 
The remaining oaro «ere uninsured* With tbe exception of tbe 
baggage oar, ell of tbe o«re in tne train remained Upright* 
Tbe spur W ^ B badly daasMged for the last 100 feet Of its length. 
On the left rail of tho spur, at a point 144 feet from tbo 
awitoh point, w&e a derailing device attached to the rail* There 



were flange narks on this derail indicating tbat wbaala bad 
passed over it* while tao first marko of wheels on tne tiea 
were about 50 foot beyond tbo derail* 

$hie portion of tbe Pittabursbf einolnnatl* Cttiea&o 
& 3t* Ionia Railway ia a single traok line* train aaveaenta bains 
protested by tne annual block signal ayoben# Tbe spur on which 
tbo aoeidont occurred is 47B foot in length* on a curve to tbo 
north of Id degrees* 30 minutes* tba first part ef which is on 
a two per sent descending grade. £be switch is on tbo right side 
of tbo traok for eastbound trains* tno semaphore and a witch lamp 
being about 13 feet above the rails* Tbo weatbar waa clear* 

Oondnotor Hy©*** who m.s riding in tbo dining car at 
the tins* stated tbat tbe first intfcaatlon be bad of anything 
wrong was when be felt tbe application of tbo air brakes* When 
bo got out of tbe ear its rear trucks were standing about on tbo 
frog of the switch* £pon examining tbo switch about ao ainutes 
after tbe occurrence of tbe accident be found tbo switch to bo 
open* witb tbe lever firaily securad under tbo letch; the ssitob 
lamp was extinguished. Be found tbe switch lock on tno ground 
near tbe switch stand* an4 It sheared signs of having been struck 
witb cone blunt instrument* The look sac open* and the tongue 
waa bent Co tout it could not bo closed* Conductor Syer stated 
tbat he then elssod tbe switch to see whether or not tno switch 
pointo uould fit properly against the stock rail* and bo found 
then to be in perfect working order* 

i 
further semination of tbs ditch look revealed tbo fast 

that there were abrasions «feiob indicated that something bad been 



*8» 
forced Into tbe opening between the tongue and too body of tb* 
look* causing the look to open* 

Scad BrsKenan Byar and Baggagemen BBbbard, who were 
riding 1» tbo baggage oar* stated tbat they did not know whether 
or not tbe air brakes wore applied* Aftez-mr&£ Bagweassaa Rabbard 
olijabed tbo switch ctand and found tbe leap to bo cold* E© os» 
asalned tbo oil eup aM found that it «g»s nor© than half full of 
oil* 

Tbe engine crew of train 1st Ho* ££t which passed W* 1* 
Cabin at T J O O p # a*# stated tb̂ t tbe switch- lassp was burning when 
their train passed it* Hone of tbe enploycee cither of train lot 
Ho* or of train 2nd Wo* 26 noticed any person in the Ticlnity 
of tbe eftltok* Examination of tbe switch joints and tb© frog 
ahetsred them to bo in good oondit£onv sn& there were ne jaarfes of 
any kind upon then* 

Thia aacident ttm caused by an open switch, the broken 
look ana tbe extinguished lanp indicating that the switch bad 
been opened with naliclons intent* 


