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August 25, 1918,

I¥ RE TMVESTICATICN OF ACCIDNNT WEIQR OCOURRED O THE
PITTEBURCH, CIROIMMATI, CHICAGD & 5T, LOUIS
Y« WEAR CUMPERLAND, IND., ON AIFQUST 9, 1915

On August 8, 19135, thers was a derallument of a page
senger train on the Pitusburgh, Clneinmnsti, Ohissge & Si, Louls
Railway mear Cumberland, Ind., wiiok resulted in ths deash of
two anployese, After ifavestigation of thin aceident the Oblef
of the Division of Safety reports as followss

The train fmvolved in this sooident wes esstbound
pasgenger traln £nd Ho, 26, sonsizting of a Begpaze oar, four
Pullman slesping cars and a dining car, hanled by locomotive
80749, and waz in charge of Conduotor Hyer and Enginensn Trvin,
It lert Inddnpapolis, Ind., at 7110 p« M, pavsed N, I. Osbin,
the block office inmedistaely pregeding the pelnt of derailment,
8t 7:28 Ds me, ADE ab 7128 pe Be ontered zn open dwltoeh and was
dergiled at a5 siding lnowm as *¥ldar Spur®, while Turning st a
speed estimated to have bBeen about &0 miles por hour,

The leocomntive ran a abort distanse beyond ths end of
the spur bhefore turning over to the rights The duggage gar was
thrown on its alde $o the right of the locumdtive and preotic~
ally dexolished. The first sleping ocayr was dadiaged to zome ex«
tent, while very siight demage wes suostalped Uy the ssoond 0Re.
The remeining ¢arz were uniniured. With the ezception of the
hnggage 8ar, all of the esrs in the train remained upright.

The spur was badly demaged for the lash 100 feet of ite length.
On the left rall of ths spur, at & pofot 144 feed from the

switoh point, was a derulling device attuohed So the rall. TheTe
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wore flange marks en thin dowail indieating shat wheels had
pezsed avay L9, while the fireb warks of wheols on She ties
wora ahout 50 faet bBerond tha dorail.

" Tnis pertisn of the Pittaburgh, Cineinnsti, Chlcege
& 8t Louin Rallwey $s a single trnok line, traln movements beinz
protected by the manumal hWleok signal syatems The apur on whieh
the acoidend gceurred i AVE fest in length, om & eurve %o the
porth of 14 degrecz, 30 mimuties, the first paxt of whioch iu on
e two par eent descending erade. The switoh i3 on tShe yight slde
af the traok Tor easmtbound trains, the sausphorye and switeh lamp
being about 18 feet above the railss The weuather ws claay,

Conduetor Hyer, who wes riding in the dining cur at

' the time, stadted $hat the first lntimation he Bad of anything

wrong wss when he felt the apvllicetion of dhe aly braken, Whea
ne got out of the gor its resr tTucks wers atumding aboul on She
frog of the switoh, Upan exenining the swlbch about 20 minutes
arter the ocourrenoce of the apcident he found the switsh tc da
open, with She lever Tirmly secured under the latoh; the switeh
lemp was extinguished, He found the switoh look on the ground
near the switeh stand, and 1t showed aigna of huving been strueck
with 2o0me Biuad Iinstyument. The look wuz open, and bhe Btongue
wag dent do $h=t 1t could mot be closads OCondustor Ryer stated
that he then alosad She switoh %0 seo whethar or not the switaeh
points would fi% properly agaipst the stosk rail, and he found
them %0 ha in perfect workiug erders %

Turther exezdnation of the avitoh lock rewsalsd the fast
$hat there wars abrasicas whioh indicated that aomekhing had veen
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foreed Lnto the opening between the Sougue and the Dody of the
lock, ocsusing the lock %o opena '

Head Brakeman Dynr and Beggageman Fubderd, who were
riding in the beggage gar, ohated dhet they 41é not know";vhnttmt
or not the afy brekesa were applied, Aflarmaris Daggageman Rubbard
elimbed the switeh sdand snd found the lasp te bo oolds Ee agpe
anined $he ofl oup snd found $hmt 4t was zore than half M1l of
ofls

The engine arew of train lst No. 28, which passed M Is
Cabin at 7300 e e, stated that the switok lemp wos burning when
thely train passed 15e None of the amployses either ¢f train lat
Ho. 28 or 6f trein 2nd ¥o. 28 notlioed any perser {n the vieinity
of the switol, Exeminetion of the switoh polnts sné the frog
showed them t6 bde in good oondition, end there were no marks of
any kind upon then.

Thia accident »as onuzed by an open switeh, the hroken
lack and the exticguished lemp imdiceting thet the switoh bed
boen oprnsd witk maliaions intente
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