Desember 2, 1912,

Oolllainn en the Pittaburg, Shavmat & Rovthern
Halilresd near ¥lle, i, I., on Septenber 22, 1812.

On Septenber 22, 1912, there was an aceldent on the Plite-
turg, Shawmut & Keoprthern Wailvoad nesr Hile, M. Y., which ro-
sulted in the death of 2 pascengers and 1 employes and the ine
Jury of 24 passengoras and 2 ewployess, After inveatigation of
thia sgocldant the Chief Inapesator of 2afety Appllsnoeg renoprts
as followsl

Extre north-bonund Freizht train Ho. 68 gonnisted nf 20
gare and a oasboose, haulad Ly engine Ho, 88, 1t wae in oharge
of Zngineman 3terner and Conduntor D, B, Helaughlin, and was
bound fronm 2¢. Mary's, ¥a., te Hsrnell, H. Y. Thin train left
3%, Hary's At NO6 a. ., and reasied LDolivar, Pa., 08 oillen
noprth of B%. Hary'sg, at 4170 ». m. A% this point the arew in
aharze of the train reoslved a3 cony af tralin order No. 62,
roading sa follown:

Lxan S8 and 80 north 1l proteot againet extra 1l
gouth betwesn Angelices snd Bolivar. Exa 1) south wili

walt at Angelios untll 3159 s, n,, &% Belvldare until) 6130

Pe B, a% Friendshly until 2132 ». o.; and at Weot Hotoh
until 2348 ». 2. for Sxas S0 and 68 north,.?

Under the terme of thila ovlar touthebound tealn ¥o. 1l was the
superlor train and the Yt north-bound extras had to elear the
time shown in the order. oSxira train Ho. 68 left Bolivar at

6105 p. 1,, and at Y¥est .otelh, ¢ miles farther norith recelved

& oopy of train orier Wo. 73, vouding as follows:
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"z 68 north will meet Exa 11 outh af Friendship
and will mect Bras 67 and 73 south at Friendship in-
p%oad of Yeat Hotah. Hxas 11, §7 and 73 south gat thia
oyder at Friendehip.®

Extra Ho, 88 left Wont Notch at 708 p. m. and st a polnt about
2 milen beyond eollided headeon with south-bound extra No. 1ll.
South-bound extra Ho, 1l considted oY one coach and &

combinatlion bagsase and coxtl, haulsd by engine Mo. 11, It
wag en route fyom Hornell, W, ¥., to Ol¢an, N, Y., and wag 1in
eharge of Inginsnan Jolnesn and Conduector & J. HolLaughlin,
This train left Hornlee a% 4140 p. m. and peached Angelles, 34
niles beyond, a% €108 p. m., where the erew in shaprge raacgived
a aopy of order Ho. 62 guoted aghowe. They also recalved a
aopy of Ordes ¥o. 08, rending ae followst

i, 11 will run Exa Angellos to Olaegn and will
neat Exa 21 north at Helvidere.¥

This traln left Angelica at _6106 p. m. and resched Friendahlp

at 7104 »,. B, , at which point the erew in charge rocslved a gopy
of train ovder Ye. 73, quoted above. Extra Ho, 1l leaft the ata-
tion at Friondahlp at 7107 p. 1., and proceeded to the passing
8iding abhoud a half nile acuth, where 1% would have %o nmest extra
0. %8, undsr the terzs of train order N¥o. 73. In thils eilding
was g northebound extrs froight traln which the erew of frain MNo.
11 aupposed ta he extrs No. 63, and exire Ho. 11 at once procesdad
on 1%s woy. A €top was made at Hile, 1 3/4 silee gouth of Frisnds
shipn, st which polnt Conductor Molaughlin csme up to the englne

and soked the engineman A7 he wag sure that extra Ho. 68 wss the
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traln passed in the siding at Priendehip, % which question

the enginemen replied *Yas®, The train then left NHilas and vhen
shout 124 siles gsouth of Nile eollided with axtra No. 68, The
train which wee In tha #lding at Prisndship was extra Ko, 69,
witich had veached ilat polnt on the time given in order Ho. 62,

The forae of the collilelon drove engine No. Il backwerad
and 1¢e tender tslesouped the oosch lmmedlately balind it for
a ddataice of about 13 feet. The engine than ran baockward a
distance of sbout 400 frad and rollsd down an enbankment. Engine
Ho. 68 was dersiled and ran s dlsatance of sbout 300 fset befors
turning over on 1t¢s side, The firat Live care of extra lo. 48
wore destroyed, wille twe or tiree additional ears wers deralled,
The epesd of The rpaascenger train was about 20 miles per hour,
while the Freight traln wag ranning ab a sapsed of about 10 miles
nsp hour,

This divialon of ihe Iittaburz, Shawmut & Horthern Amilroad
1s a single track llne, wall malnfszined. Ko bleok slpgnal aystem
iz used, trains being oparstsd by troin orders. The acoldent coe
aurred on a 4 degree cupve, —hils the view in each direction ia
ohegured by ourves and hiils., A% the point of collision there
ia an accending grade fuor poath-Lound trgine of 1.3 per aent.

Conductor J. J. Helaughlin, of extyra Ho, 11, ssid that he
recolved an arder &t Friendnhidn to neet extra Mo, 68 at that
point. He signed the erdern and read them to tha engineman,
Fhinking t2:at the frelght train would have a hesvy load and

TN
would no? be 2% the slding by the time his traln Pesdlied 1%, he
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teld the enginenan that they had better pall down into the side
ing, bie intention Dbeling to allow the frelight train to paos by
en ths meln track without stopping and thun save $ime. 43 soon
as his traln left the ataticn he began to teke up tloksta., He
noticed his tralin pulling slowly by a froight train in the alde
ing, but 414 not look to see Lts nmuber, When Brake man Laffan
game baok through the train he asked the bralkemen vhat engine
1% wne that pesaed at Frilendehip and the brakeman eald sither
the Ne. 88 or 46Y. Jonductor Molaughlin then asld *le have got

a meet on the 68Y, repciung for the bYell eord and opening the dooyp

of the begpage ctnpartment gt the sase time, He zav they were
noar Nile and siimaled the enginesan to stop there. lHe asked
thie englineman 1f the laiter wae eura that No. 88 hsd Hern pasged
at Friendshlp, end that the enginensn yeplisd *Yas®., Ha then
gave the sipnel %o go nhesd.

frakeman Laffan, af extra NHo. 11, stated that after re-
oslving and dlscharging sssaengera af Priendehip the sonductor
told him that $they would have to head in there, Brakesan Laffan
then want up %2 the engine to ride on it ap far &g the avitoh,
At this %tilme he hsd not seen the orders recelved by the cone
duetor, as he was near the head end when the aunductor ealled
t3 hin that they would have to hesd in, ¥When approaching tha
switeh he saw 2 trein in the slding and thowht Lt would not
be necassary %o open the switok. Thare wers twpe lights en the
ground by the switoh leading %o the aiding and by thew lls train
was given & algnal to come ahsad. FHe sa&w he wap not necded %o

throw the switsh and gtorted bhaok over the tender to the coachers
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As hs started baek the engineman opened the thmaitle sand s oloud
97 elinders and smoke obscured hisg view of tha freight train se
he pasasd 1%, When nesr Hile the aaudunturtﬁskud him what engine
1t was thet wae in the elding and he said efther No. &8 or Yo,
63, he waz pot sure wvhich. 7The donduator then #%ated that they
would have to ave what it wae., He started o stop tha train and
then ohanged hiz mind, elpznalling the enginsmanto stop at Nile.
When tha train stopped at that point the conductor want forwaerd
t0 tallk over the aptter with the engineman.

Hirenan Wells, of gxtra Ho., 11, atated thet the engineman
read to hia the order requlring his train to meet extra Rorth
No. 28 a% Frienmdehdyn, and aleo parve 1€ o him to read for hine-
aslf., Ha gtated thet the traln in the alding et Friendshlpy 414
not have the engine hReadlight covered and that Nda train should
have atopred sccording te the rules. He added that the rule ro-
quiring the sovering of hasadlinhta ls not regularly obsyed. He
Aid net know what Prain 1% wrp That s fn the siding; 1€ uas
on the engineman'y aids, and sn "o v-a having trouble in keeping
ateam in the ehgina he 414 no% look to meske sure what train 1%
wan, He stated tha® when nasring the #iding st Friendship the
pnginamtan shut off atean and sllowad the train Yo 4rifl, bHut wea
waing ateam when the fral.ht Srain veas passsd, The train wae
etopped at Nile on siynal %o 1oL up a passenger. He 414 not
rensnbor whethsr or not n ston signsl was given by any of the
train orayw, Flreman Welle «ino gianted that st Hile/i;& ccnduotoyr
gane up Lo the snyihe and seXxed the enginammn mhatj;mgine 1% was
that wag pasged at Friendehip and tha anglaenan !!ﬁiiﬁd that it
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wae Ho., 68, On beling asked 1f he was sure, the sngineman replied
in the affirmativae,

Engineman Johnsgn, of extra Ho. 11, was fatally injured and
no statensnt wes obtained from his relative %o the aceldent,

A1) of the smploypes involved wore experienosd men with
good reourds, end nona had Deen an duty in violation of the pro-
visiona of the hours of servies low,

This =mocident was cauwsed by the fallwre of the erew in
eharge of southebound extyrs train Ne, 1l to obey and bg governsd
by that nart of traln order Ho. 73 vhich provided Shand northe
bound extra froight Sralh NHe. G5 would he met at Frisndship,

An 3 preventative of soocldents of thie character gong adew
Guate form of blood signal gystem should be installsd,



