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Ooillaiftn on the Pittsburg, mmm% & Kcrthera 
Hailroad near Kile, K. Y«, on September 22» 1013. 

On September ££, 1912, there wao an accident on the Pitts
burg, shawaut & Northern %ilroad near Nile, H# S.» which re
sulted in tho death of 2 pascenter© end % employee end the In-
Jury of 24 paasengere and 2 employeee. After investigation of 
thia aeeldent tlie Qfelef Inspector of Safety Appliances reporte 
an followt 

txt?m northbound freight train So* 8® eenoleted of 2£ 
care and a caboose, haulad by engine $o. 6®* It Wfl in charge 
of S&gineman Starner and Conductor &. &, KoLaughlin, and nae 
bound fro/3 Qt- Mary1®, Fa., to Heraell, S. y. Thia train loft 
st» Mary* a at 9!05 a. m. , and re&oh&d Bolivar, Ps«, 06 tailes 
north of St. tiary*e, &t 4j50 ra. At this point the crev in 
charge of tho train received a copy of train order1 So. <SS# 

readlni; as rollout 
*£aeaa 60 and 00 north *jiii protect againet extra 11 

couth between Angelica and Boiivsr. Ex® 11 south will 
wait at Angelica until 3.69 p. ta., at Belvidere until 6igo 
p. at Friendehl? until 6t£2 p« ew, end at Weot Hatch 
until 8}40 p. a. for s*as 69 and 69 north.1 

Under tho terms of thia o?\ar 4outh»boiifta train So. 11 ma th© 
superior train and the Vjo north-bound extras had to clear the 
tiae shown in tho order, CXTVA. train Ho. 68 left Bolivar at 
6jOB p. m., and at West <otch, 6 miles farther north received 
a copy of train order 30. 73, reading m follows} ^ 



6$ north will me&t Ifea 11 aouth ot Friendship 
and will soot Isae 6? and 70 south at Friendship ia-
stead of Weat ftoteh. £xa* 11, 07 and 73 south get thia 
order at friendship.* 

Extra Ho. 68 left tfcst Jfotcb at 7t0@ p. m. and at a point about 
2 miles beyond collided head-on ?lth south-bound estra Wo. 11. 

{Jouth-bound e#tra Ho. 11 ooneiated of one coach and a 
combination baggage and ooach, hauled by engine Ho. 11* It 
was sn route from Homell, ft, Y., to Clean, K. It., and was in 
charge of n̂gineraan Johnson and Conductor «f» J. &o&&ughlin. 
This train left Ho m l a» at 4j40 p. ®# and reaaned Angelica, 34 
silec beyond, at §»fl5 p. n., #her© the crew in charge received 
a copy of or£er &o. 62 quoted shove. They also received m 
copy of Order* so* $8, reading a® follows} 

*38ng. 11 will run E^a Angelica to Olean and will 
moot 21 north at Beividere.* 

Thia train loft Angelica at jfttGft p* ta. and reached friendship 
at Vs 04 p. ia,, at efiioh point the crew in charge roooivod a copy 
of train order #o. 75, quoted above, littra Ho. 11 left tho sta
tion at Friendship at ?i07 p. »«» and proceeded to the passing 
aiding about a half mile south, ̂ here it would have to soot extra 
So. 68, under tho terstc of train order No. 75. In thi* siding 
^ac a northbound extra freight train which the crow of train flo. 
11 supposed to be extra Ho. 60, and extra $?e« 11 at onoe proceeded 
on Its vay* A stop was aiade At #ilc* 1 3/4 silee south of Friend
ship , at which point Conductor McLaughlin ease up to the engine 
and asked tho engineiaan if h® vae sure that extra 08 the 



traia oaesed in the siding st friendship, to whioh que* t ion 
the enginesum replied "Yes", fhe train then left Rile end vhen 
shout 1& allee south of Mile collided with extra Ho. <30. 1*he 
train whioh was in tho aiding at Friendship n&d eatre He. 69, 
which had reached that point on the ti&e given lit order Ko. 62. 

fhe force of the collision drove engine Ho* 11 backward 
and lte tender teleeeoped the coach immediately behind it for 
a distance of about 13 feet* The engine then ran backward a 
distance of ahout 400 feat and rolled down an embankment. Engine 
Ko« $a was derailed and ran a distance of about 300 feet before 
turning over on its fide* The first five ear© of extra Ko. 6Q 
were destroyed, trhile tvo or tlirae addltiaaal ears were derailed, 
fhe speed of th© paeeenger train was about 20 all ©a per hour, 
while the freight train *$m winning at a epeed of about 10 miles 
per hour. 

this division of the rittebursj, shasremt & Northern Railroad 
is a ©ingle traok line, won maintained. Ko bleelt signal system 
is need, trains being operated by tmin orders, fhe aooident oc
curred on a 4 degree curve, vhlle the vle^ in each direction la 
obeoured by curves aad hills. At the point of collision there 
ia an aseendlng grad# for Boutr--bound trains of 1*33 per cent. 

Conductor J". J. MeJLftujjhlin» of extra Ho, 11, oaid that he 
received an order at Friends nl7> to meet extra So* 68 at that 
point. He signed the or&ern and read them to the engineman* 
Thinking t?:at the freight train would have a heavy load and 
would not be at the aidin<? by the time hie train reached it, he 



told th© engineKian that they had hatter pull down Into tho sid
ing, hie intention being to allow the freight train to pace by 
on tho main trade without stopping and thus save tise. Aa soon 
ao his train left tho station ho began to ta&e op t&e&eta. He 
noticed hie train pulling slowly by a freight train la the aid* 
in&, but did not look to eee its number, When Brake mm I»affau 
oame back through tho train he as&ed the "brakeaian vhat engine 
it wae that pfieesd at ?vie>n&MhXp and the bra&eman eaid either 
the 68 or ©£. Scniuoter Hoiaugiain thea s&M "Mo hare got 
a meet on tho 68 M, rebelling far the boll cord and opening the door 
of the b&ggago ecfsp&rtsient *t the ease time. eav they vers 
oe&r Kilo aud Jtigaslea the eftgineiRaa to step there. Me aa&ed 
th® enginesau if tho latter ®sm sure that No* 83 had be»n passed 
at Friendship, m& that tho enginosiah replied *3fo»*. He then 
gave the cignal to go ahead, 

Bpakeaei. h & t f m , of extra So. 11, etated that after re
ceiving and discharging passengara at Prlcftdehip tho conductor 
told him that they would have to head in there. Brakemn JUffan 
then ̂ ent up to the engine to ride oa it ae far as the awltoh. 
At this tlm he had not aeon the orders received by tho con
ductor, m ho m » near the head end when tho conductor called 
to him tot they would have to head in. ^hea approaching the 
switch ho am a train in the aiding and thought it would not 
be necessary to open the mritoh» Share wore tm lights on the 
ground by the switch leading to the aiding; aad by them hie train 
wao givtn a signal to mm ahead. He saw ho «&e net needed to 
throw the jtt'ltch &nd started baefe over the tender to the ooachesr 
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Ac tm 0 tart ad oaok tha engineman opened tha throttle and a aloud 
of elnderu and sraoke obscured his via* of tha freight train as 
ho paeaod it. ttben near Kile the conductor a*Ked him what engine 
it m e that wae in the aiding and ho a aid either So. 68 or Ho. 
69, he 3*ao not sure &hieh. fhe donduotor then atated that they 
would have to eee shat it van. Be started to atop tha train and 
then changed bis stind, signalling the engiuomanto atop at Nile* 
man the train a topped at that point tho conductor went forwira 
to talk over the siatter ̂ rlth tho englaessan. 

Fireman Veil®, of cvtra So* 11, ttated that the englnewan 
read to hia the order requiring hie train to mm% astra serth 
no* m at friendship, and also *;&ve it to hist to read for him
self. He stated that th® train in the aiding at friendship did 
not have the engine Headlight covered and that his train, should 
have etopped according to th* rul®s* H# ad<*ed that the rule re
quiring the covering of headlighta ic act: regularly obeyed. Ho 
did act hnov what train it that fn» ia the siding; it uaa 
on the engineaan'g aide, and m "*e --"a having trouble in Gasping 
eteant In tho engine he did not loax to make euro uhat train It 
wan. He stated that when nearing tho siding at Friendihtp tho 
engineman shut off atean and ^licued the train to drift, but W&B 

using ateaa when the freight train wae paeeed, fhe train sra© 
etopped at Hile on ai^n&l to rdol up a paaaenger. He did not 
remember whether or not a stop eigaai %ras given by any of the 
train crew* Fireman tfelle tico stated that at leile th* conductor 
oasjo up to the mgln® and &e&ed she enginara&a what engine It tsas 
that wee passed at friendship and tha engtne&an implied that It 
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ms 80. 60. On being aekod if he was sure, the engine^en replied 
in the affirmative. 

£nglneja&n Jolmson, af extra Ho. 11, va«f fatally injured and 
no statement was obtained from him relative to the aooident, 

All of the employees involved vere e&oerienoed men with 
good records* and none had been on duty in violation of the pro
visions of the hours of service lav. 

this accident waa oauaed by tho failure of the crew in 
charge of aouth-bo««& es;tra train KO* 11 to obey and ba governed 
by that part of train order tie. 73 which provided that north
bound e#tra freight train Ho. ©8 would he &et at Friendship. 

&B a preventative of aooident si of thie character cose ade
quate form of bloori eJ^nsl sycte© t&euld be installed. 


