
Oti IK* PX*Stt08T 4 MÔ TIiŜ I RAlî AT HEAR 
i?^msmmt s. c , o>; ocroa** 17, 1917. 

Aovai&b̂ r 30, ,1917. 
Oa October 17, 1917, th^re s renr-ead eoliisioa 

oa tfe© Piedmont h Northara k«il*af between tm^ pa«-eager 
ttalaa^ao r r«anbar#, S* C«* which resulted ta tha 
d#ath of 3 pnataaaara the la jury of ?0 p«i*«aa#era* 
Aft*.* laveatl&atioa the Chief of the flur<**u of Safety re* 
porta follow* 

The ?irst Hetriot o f tha South Csrollaa nivlcloa 
oa '*hi eh thl® «si30i,1eat occurred ia « ela+*le*traaV liae, 
*xt«»eio« frca Opnrtaaoarc to Sreeavllie, C. f « die-
fcoace of "n*r mllef, ov-r vhtefe tr • ia movemeate srt ?OT-
#?a*d h time t*bl« âfi tr*in orders* Tr--ins ere hsadltd 
ov*r thla row! by both *l«etric motors? nrA mtmm. loeo.-.efcSires* 

-xtr* 2017, "<n *>laot ric t rttlr. on^iefciafc of t*<o com-
Mn**ttoa motor aad •.*s«enf *r e r e nnd cc* oo^eh, -.-aa \no*a 
a* tfca eoldler shuttle tr-'!at «ad r«.n ^ rt̂ nSurir' "nd 
Cft,>ap »f.davartb* It left v » #, vadeworth *t»out 7*1*» la 
ehnrfe of ^nnduotor Turaer *ud ^*etom<ts ? to,- *d tt 
Werahou&e Croaala^ "h«ar» « auaber of p«< rea^era coAr<'»>d th* trai 
else s»5e & *»top of & f«*•,• aeeoade %t t w c i , :-od v;cmt 
2,75® f«*t froa th*t etntlca aad prooa din*: toward Si>4rt-»nhurg, 
i t *MSJ struct by extra to at alia peat 86 at *iboat 7:13 p* a*» 
wblla mavlag/ at a speed of fram 4 to 6 all*a aa fc.ur* 

Txtrn 30, e at aam traia, ooaalatiag of locomotive #0, 
two aoablaatloa motor *ad paaaeager a^re, esd eight oaaahea* 
ia oaargo of Coadaotor Silver aid %#in*aaa l*ia»b«ri#r* 
wes aade up at ^«lT«rt# « atetlea oa* ai ie south of Camp 
Vfadiworth, for the purpose of truaaportiag labor era from 
0®mp Wndswrtb to Spertaaburg* Tr.ia traia followed esttr® 
2017 fror; Cmp "edamarta*, stopped behlad it *t %erahovaa 
Croeslaf mad welted there uatil ®xtm 2017 \\*& ftaianed 
lo' dtaf pe«e«aftara mi departed* Kxtra SO th«a pulled dow 
te the atvtioa nt ^e^e;--,ouee Croseias, aad efter belait loaded 
HLtb l^borera, left there aad collided with artra ?017 »«feile 
ruttaiai at n epe^d of 12 or 15 miles ea hour* 

fi#lthT the loceaotive aor say of the onre v»# derailed, 
fft* re-r c-.r of extra 2017 teleseo^td a fm, fe^t by th* 
froat eud of the locomotive sad th« frost tad of th* f!r,«t e^r 
of *vtr« to overrode th« r^ar m& of th* tw^er -*nd telescoped 
» f*w feet by th# froat ead of tbe loco^jotiTe 'md the fr-.ot « d 
of th<* flret c r of «xtr* #0 overrode tbe re«r ©ad of the 



iead>r «na teleaeoped it ® s h o r t distance* *U1 OF THE fa* 
teiit i^s occurred th*ae plrces. *h*! re-aairvJcr o" tbe 
on re **r»? not d - i i v i ^ d , 

Kt ^rceehln*; th* point of Ident fro ~. th* aouth the 
traok i& t w a v - ^ n t Tor 5»000 fa«tj TH*M thf 6 is r- ~-<w«,. r** 
curve to the left, #30 feet in £©n> t h , «n<1 •- \ - t o a d ! r?F through & 
out; then " lf*>75-foot t*»n*;e«t; FIERI 3 d«s. r- o curve TO th*» ri p h t t 

925 f*et loar en«* extendin* through ;* out; then t**̂  f**>t of tangent 
t o point OF -.ocident, Tbe I-T<W is ati, htly de.eendl.i; for north­
bound trains. 

C nduotor Turner of extr- ?017 ot- t-d th t hi» TMIN 
loft Caap afiawortli nhout 7*03 p, a*» stopped nt ^«r«shou*« Creeping 
and Lenwoed, hut nade no other atope prior to the eellleloa* Be 
eteted th't the traia WMS badly overcrowed IINFT fee waa huay collect­
ing f• r * R -nl did not pay asueh ett'*ntiea to i t © ap*#D» slthourh 
knar it wnr .-novinf alowly on account of lack of our rant, «ad i t did 
not ocour t- him to protect th.: r*«r cf h i e tr - b ; - FLAG, H*> e^id 
he co>.?ld net s t « s t e positively whether OR not the anrkere were Sa 
proper posit ton *nd burning aa he had aot cone to the trouble to 
observe then < t CAMP V »d worth, 

Afotorsinn -nike of extra "01? u t « : - t c d t,Y t aft*? l i v i n g 
Cmp Wadeworth hie tr«ln *top'ed -*i '• e house Crossing «sd T.«n*'ood, 
left Lenwaod at * s o < l « r « t ® r o t - of ep^ED, 3u« to low el^e^rlo 
current, m& --hen the collision occurred aaviae it e epeed 
of «h©ut 5 or 6 mll*« *a h o u r . He 0 f * i d th*»t i f t T l^tvlng Lsawv̂ d 
h* looked h f t o l e end SNW tha s»rker on the ri#ht hanl el*e of the 
R***»,r of hi* t r in n̂* It *.*a« burning properly. 

Br̂ lciaan 0;/lovle, of ^xtr-t 7017, strtsd th-t h° en­
tered th* 6«rviee of the Piednont a; 8erth*rn *v« I i**y « ar*kea**a 
?4 days j - . r ' V i o u e to the Ncoldest " s n < ! th t t he hid ĥ*5 no r ^ l l r o K * 

enperlenee prior t n th t tiae* Re e t P t a d further thr-t : e h.J<? 
never b*«n ^amin'̂ d »»ven an the fi«.,.~f Itsf rul*e# nor hMn h«* si^ee 
hi K eraplcvacnt r*c«>ived ^ny in. tructi. ne ^xoept tnosf r c«°l v̂ ?d 
froa Con duo nor Turner. R" thou* ht h »»n a irt! 1 »?? run .la- t̂ 
»*, alo? B p r - a IT is ulred • o ^ROTEOTED, but th'it did net 
Iraov hov, eueh NROTTETIOA *,•••«a furnished, KV » t t 4 th*.t fe^; e^th** 
aarkere oa th« roar of *'ia trisia L**ZFM-RT leaving Can̂  ra^m'Orth, ha 
having placed on«> the left hand «id# of th« tr«;lr> *-acl TB* HR^KMRNU 
h 8 v i a e <J\ ced on« on the riaht hand elde* aeld th«»t he aada 
certain th-1 they ver« burning "mt th st tĥ > laerkers *.-«re 
saokia- to 3 0 , v exteat* 'fhe lot rlor of t h * » r - r air of 
hie tr;iri WAS not lilaailaaited, i 'ho eondnotor directM 
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Ma to collect the f«r*a tror th* p«2»*#nfr'*re in th** re-r 
0o#«B» but lie corner.-<*d to ^oll^et in the a! !41e 
eoeoh cad had art " l n l K h e d *haa tUe collision occurred* 
He atat»d ta-'t he tea**.' the tr-ta was raaninc at a low 
rate of apeed. bat *a tha ooaduotor had instruct «d hla. 
to collect tlebata fee did aot kaow he *»a expected to 
porfena nay other tarviee* 

TJr̂ kwewa •'Awards of extr* ?017 atated th* K w r k e r a oa 
tht r»ar of his t r ia vere burning it C-ua;, ^adaworth, he 
fe«viag plaeed oae ©a the right fcnnd a*de ftr-tkeaea 0*1-3.e* 
f ie pl®®®$ me the left bsad »ida of the tr«*l&. H» 
eteted tfrnt « - f t * r le*via# Ĉ mp Vadeaarth he atert«>a b»ok 
toward thi re-'-r of hla trxia, hot owln& tc th? 3raided 
condition of the train be van uaable ta reaeh the r«^r 
bafare tb? ooliialoa 0 0 oar red* Re aieo etr.» e d tb**t nia 
traia was woe in? e « 5 r y »lo»ly at the tiua of the collision. 

Ooaduotor Silver ©f extrs $0 otat <»d th'.t • xtra ?017 
left Camp f̂ adanorth without dieplnyiag m«rk«r& oa ita 
r « r aad '"e a«at3oa«d i t to Ibttiaaaea **lae»b*rfter*. otutIon­
ian him to k<*ep a ei©e« lookout abend for that tr*iia* lie 
etsted th-tt b«fer** la-.via* Cea> r>-ftd**orth ho pl'ioed hla 
fl pxaa oa extr*; ?017 to protect Ma tr*-la &e it ,>roo««ded 
to Sportn&Dur*, aad his tr la left th©?** 4 bout f c v . r ala* 
utea *?t*r *xtr°. 2017, etapp«d st *ar*aouee Cros*,*a«! 1 5 
alaataa aad took oa p%mmgnm9 aad aft«r lev-in* tbar« 
the epeed of Me train vae 10 or 17 allee aa hoar waaa 
he fait tht air brake* belae applied aad the ooliialoa 
occurred *dt hla thrae or four aaeoada thereafter* 

laflaaaaa Lla«b<»r«<*r of ->xtre $0 atated th*t he held 
ordera for hla tr-la to work h*t..«*an Spsr t»nhe»rg aad C*l-
T « r t from A t 3 0 to 9 * 0 0 p* a*9 proteatiaf at all tissea 
-bile uaiae aula truck* after aakia*- up bit tmla «t 
C*la*rt for 'he northboun; trip an air br#k^ t * * t *»» seed a 
«ad all br«]e**g w#re reported te in food «orkin*' eoadi-
tioa* Hla tinia th*n proceeded to C*«&p VsiSaworth nnd aft---r 
reechia^ thtre he mm extr* ?fl7 ? rriva but did net s^e eay 
a-̂ rk«»ra oa t h*.t tn ln . K' furthar tint^iS -t ^ n w 
"017 left v»,Bi} ^ .,̂ -v^orth -«ith^ut ai»;-i*yinr mr*«r» and 
CoaAuotor Silver r**nr*ed to his th t "tĥ sy h d art ut 
tail light a up** 8 s" *t*ted t h » t hi® tr^ia l ^ f t Cmp ^afia-
vcrtb bout t l c b t aJaut^s fl*t*r cxtr^ 2017» n̂d ^hea Ma 
trali» r e chad «»rahrtttae Cror»«ia( be oba^rred extra 2017 
ea I t ^ea l«»nvia« there but ao s;«rk r̂a on I t ; the only 
ll£ht he &m on thrt tn in th© ll^bt from the ^ladora. 
Bis tr^io laft >»r«h 'U«e Croaking about thirteen ail nut aa 
«ft"*r extra 2 0 1 7 mi no atopa before tha ooliialoa 
ooou-red* Upon raaabiof tha eunro at .-rcsdla ha m&m 
a aerrice applies tioa of tha btntzm >-hi ch reduced the cp'^d 



m 10 or 15 allee ea hour snd oy tfc* reflection oi* the 
headlight of eagiae Jio* SO he saw th* rear of cxtr* 2017 
'bout one and ©ae-helf ear length* ahead* % ia edlately 
applied the air hrnms is e»*&re«aoy n̂d reduced the speed 
of hie tnS-1 to about four a l l - a a u hrur when the col Helen 
occurred. 

Firaaaa Thoapeon of p x t m 90 *inr*4 thet he ob­
served extra 301? it w^rahouae Croeelng without any narker* oa 
i ts re«r end* 

TardB*eter &ilan et>?ted thp.t he beerled «?xtr* 
?017 at Cmp ̂ adaworth hut did not obaervo whether th#» asrker 
light* were in poeitloa or properly 41splayed9 but did r m m b m r 

seeing one of the «*rker lights in poeeeaeion of a soldier 
whieh waa brought to the forward end of the tr»ln efter the 
ecoidant for use in flafgln? en »ppro*chine t m i n frea th* 
north* 

Swltelw.n H ĥa who w* working for the Southern 
Hallway In th* eeap y»r*a oppoeits *?> rehouse Cre-ring st».t«d 
that he observed «xtr« 2017 *nd extr* 30 lc-ve that pi ce 
ap&eed three or four minutes npfvt *ad the epe«d of train 30 
incr^aeed rapidly nft#r le - via*? thare. He that the interior 
of the rser orach oa extra 2017 w : S net iilua!n"t«?d :nd ha 
could not eny whether or not there were markers on that trMa# 

ftulea 52 ©ad 52a of the op»r«*tiag rules or th« Pled-
aont k Northern hallway raed in part *e follow*t 

52* **h«a a tr*ln atopa or It de­
layed, under eireumntsacea In rfeleh it 
aay be overtaken by aaothtr train» *•* 
tha hear Brakeaaa or Conductor aust let* 
aedl'itely go beck: with dsinger signal* to 
stop aay train moving In the eaae direction. 

5*a* If fron any eauee the epeed 
of a trala is reduced* or i t fella back 
upon the ti e of another traia, the yon-
flue tor will be held r»«poneibl< for 
fully protect lap the r«ar of hi® t m . P i 
fts»aiaat follow!~f? trala® by the use of 
proper signal** 

Rul* 295 r«da ft® follows t 

*h»re the rulea require i t , Sear 
Srakem*a «u«t l<A*di*ta ly protect the 
tr»la as provided in Bui a 5? without 
welting for si*nil or instructions to 
do eo. 



The direot oeuna of this accideat w»s the failure 
of the © nduetor end fie ©aaa of rxtr* 201? vrop'-rly to 
protect thi r ar of th**lr tr \:i ns r* ulred b/ rule 5? a* 

la T i w of the fact th :t th? apeed of rxtra ?017 
h"d b*<ra a*t*rl«lly reduced oa voooimt of lo* *l*»etria 
pO"«r, «ad *xtr% SO was following it only *» abort dla-
t̂ taoe avmyt Ooaduotor Turner should hnv® tw.wSit*t-*ly 
i&kea rfcepe to protect tha r»---r of hie tr-.ln or- r* 'ulred 
*>y tha ruloy, li"d ht done so taia -? col-lent undoubtedly 
wuid not h» "e oo our red* 

Suit Ho. 45 provides that 

ttaleaa mm for© of hloe& algaal 
is u»ed# tr las in the a»ae dlr*-etloa 
aaat keep *t lea at 10 minutes apirt, 
except it doe in* u;.< *t ae**tiag or 
p « s i » § points* 

The crw of *xtrfi £0 did not amply vi tn t',is rule* 
Th** *vi ienee shove t h « t they l*ft Cnni- " ^d*worth *»ad *'ip*e*. 
hou a Croatia? hefor# 10 alautas hatf elepeed nfter tbe da* 
partura of »xt r*» ?017* While th^re !f» eotna conflict aa 
to h<Vf jsuoh tiste int«»rrea*d betwoan tha rteparTur* of <*x-
tr* ?017 "md *xr.r« SO, It ia prob*ble th t extr«» «0 foi 
lo'ad extra ?017 fro* thee* «t».tlcn* *ltMa nb ut four 
or five niautaa. 

It i a heii*-r*d th"st th« porker a sere in proper po­
sition o?t~a rn;»r of «xtr<* ?017, but 'tocount of the 
oonfliet la th*' t ««tl <ony it, i»po. nlbl • to detemiae 
whether or n-̂ t »bey v*re l i f h t ^ d . Ho- <»vr, tn*- «n£in*waa 
aad o inductor of tr^li Mo, HO oi«l th t ther^ ••'tre no 
aarkera oa tba r «-r of extr* : 017, n<l i f t-; t* be true* 
it ahould cuaad thea to oxoreia* *von . r*,-»t.~r c -re 
la following that twin so **# to --void eolildin *ith it* 

Thla In-raatlfotioa naovad th**t s anjority of the arm 
of e cli trvia Involved ia thia neolden* were men of iF#ry 
limited rcilrond experience la trsia aerYioe, and aoss.e of 
ta<« oh%rgod *ith the responsibility for the eef^ty of 
their train bed a--t eea exaainsd on the op cretin*.- rul^e 
of tJiis eoeî ^ay, nor **.ro they thoroughly faiailinr with 
the rui©$ aad duties required ©f them* ?»swel«iiy la 
this true of th* fl*g»*n of xtra 2017, -ho hntt oaiy heea 
la the aarelce aiaoe Sept tab«r Ath, m& who ha*1 ha4 no 
train -%rvlm * «.p»riance previous to th*»t 5c e» The ia* 
Teetlgatioa also developed laat»iacea of « lax method Of 



6-
employiig and instructing men for tr--in r<*rvlae, t»hloh 
le trrwgul^r doe* aot tend to p r o m o t e th** n^cess^ry 
<*ffieiamcy to 4nature safe t r Sn ©p*r*tion* th<> of­
ficials ciiorft̂ d vi th t h n responMk>ii,lt.y o" t** i n o,» r -
tloa det erm5 â d hy nzm* w-tlcn > heth • r or ?Kt thf* em­
ployee involved ia this accident -u« Li f i d to - H -
auae positions inhere the s a f e t y of trains devolve upon 
them, this *cold*nt mlt,ht h a v . i A prevented* 

^ino« the eistftbilshaeat of a Cantonment, t̂saowa e« 
C**np *ed evert h th« line of the îodmon*: end ^orth«rn 
h^ii^sy »##*r Bpart&aburg, ^ . , the truffle o n this liae 
h-r- iacen^ed t o such an * T t e n t , that its c*peoity is 
h- vlly taxed* ^his ooaptay ia pr^pyred to install *sn 
rbsoiute manuel biook slgaal system or. th*» portion of 
track f-rttadlnf from Spartanburg to v tmp v-yrdsvorth, 
alail-tr to the one nov ia aaa between Looks «*nd Cr**n» 
ville, r, C,, r*oently installed to c«r«? for a s l 7 i i l * r 
condition, arising sine© th* establishment of a Canton­
ment on its line ne^r ^r^^rillf*, C , knofcn **» anp 
f^riar, nad h*?e the material oa the ground to do so, 
but fcs^e delayed the hJatslletioa en svcount of e con* 
tamplnted change in the loot lca of stwticns to ftcooiaaa-
d'-t# the re uireaents ©f the Per Department, all the? de­
tail* of *hich h ve aot *s yet b*-m a a 4 a kaov-n t o the 
ootapaay* 
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