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IEVSHTIOPION OF A ool IRT * 1 ICH OCCULATD
5§ THE PIYDMONT & SOFTLERN RAILZAY NITAR
EP-WPANBULG, S, C., OF OCTOSER 17, 1917.
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Sovembor 30, 1917.

' Qu Gotohey 17, 1917, thers wag 3 rear-ent collilsion
on the Pledmeont & Northern usilway betwoeen twr pas-sager
tesine ne r Spsrtanburg, S. Co, whieh rssulited in the
denth of 3 prunengers »nd the in;ur& af 20 prprneRgers.
Aftey investization the Chief of the Burrau of Safoty ree
ports as ollows!

™e Filret biztriot of the South Csroline Division
on which this scolient ovourrsd 18 & ninsle=treek line,
sxtending Trem OSpartanbyrg to Sreenville, £, O, © dig=-
tonce of 1%, miles, ov 7 ¥hieh tr-in movessmta ars L0V
erned b time ts%le =mnd trein orders, Tr ins sve handled
ov=r thin rond by Doth electric molors mnd ateun looonct ives,

Txtre 2017, on elactric treln coonelsting of two come
binstion motor snd .mamesgwy o«re nnd oas eowg¢h, WEA wnowa
g2 the soldler shuttle ty-ig, snd ran Batwesn Dportenduri -nd
Camp ¥adevorth. It 1eft ¢ @y Vadaworth about 7i17Y p.an., in
cherge of Londustor Tumer and ¥otorm:n Uuke, %0, 3 at
¥arehouse Crozsin: ~here s pusmber of pesrenpers voardad Lhs Lrsing
8lss male & etop of 3 Fer gegonds ¢t Lemio-d, :nd shon <out
24,750 feat from thet station and proce ding toward Zpartrndurg,
it wao struox by oxtre #0 at mile post 86 st shout 7i113 pe Be,
while moving at 2 apeed of from 4 %o 6 milus s hour,.

Txtrs 30, n stezm traln, consiating of locomotive 80,
two combination motor »nd peaswsenger o¢:.rs, and elght ooackes,
in ohmrzn of Condustor Silver and Enginemen Lineberger,
was made up 2t Yalvert, & statiom ons zilie south of Camp
Fadnworth, for the purpose of transperting laborers from
Camp Yndowerth to Spartanburg. This strain followed eaxtra
01T Tron Camp “adaworth, stopped vehind it at ¥arshouse
Crossing mnd woalted there untll extrs 2017 nad Pinishaed
lo-Aing psvsengers znd Zeparted, Fxtrs 80 then pulled down
te the ststlon ub Yevel'ouse Grossing, und alfter belag loaded
w{th luborers, left there snd collided with satra 2017 while
runaing st n apscd4 of 12 or 15 =iles sn hour,

Helth-r the locopotive noer say of the ears wig Jerelled,
. The reer our of extra 2017 .ng telescoped & Ty, et by the
Tront end of the leonzmotive snd the Pront end of the first asy
of extrs 20 overrois the rear sad of the tenter <nd telesgopsd
2 few feot by the front ead of the locomnotive «ad the fron% end
of the first e v of extr: 80 overrcde the rear end o the
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tender ~no telescored 1t a ghort dlstanes, All of the Tae
talltles occourred ot these plrees. 4‘he resainier o the
gure v eare not domagnd,

A orosghing the polnt of s .ident FPro. the aouth the
track 1s tegoent Tor 5,000 fert; Then the & in o Jwlx pae
ourve to the left, 230 feet in len th, «nd - stending throush o
cut; then » 1,875=foot trayent; then & 3 de rro curve to the right,
§25 Teet loas ons oxtendineg through s out; then L6 fest of tanoent
to point of -coldent. The .rade 15 sii %tly de.cendin: for north-
bound tr-ins.

C aduetor Turner of extr- 2017 st-t~d th-t bhis traln
loft Camp adsworth about 7103 pe X., stopped st ®arshouse Crossing
snd Lenwocd, but mede no other astops prior to the colilsion, He
gtobed th 't the train was badly overcrowded =n8 he was busy collaot-
Iag £ res 'nd 414 not pay much sttontica to its apeed, slthouph Is
knew {6 w=r 20ving slowly on nceount of lacx of ocurrent, und it a1a
pot oceour t~ him te protect th raar of his trcin b Tlngse He seig
Be gould noet stete positively wheth~r or not the markers were in
proper popition and burning ss he hnd not gone Lo the trouble to
obaerve them «t Camp 7'ad worth.

Motorman imke of extrs P017 utaved th-t aft-r leaving
Cemp Wadsworth his train stop ed 2t ‘sacchouse Urossing and Lenvond,
left Lanwood =t = mederate rab - of spred, dus to low elesetric
current , snd vhen the eollislon ocourred vags moving <t a apend
o shout § or & wmiler +n hour, He 2218 that 1ftrr Lleaving Lanwood
hs looksd Back snd saw the msrker on the rigzht hent slde of the
resr 0f hils tr in unt It wes burning proporly.

Derakeman Oplovie, of oxtrs 7017, strtzd thet he ene
tored the sorvice 0of the Plsdmont & Rorthsrn oollwey 8z dr-kensn
74 Gays rrevious to the scefdent «nd thst he had hed no reilrosd
sxperience prier $o th t tizme, He steted further thet 1o had
navey beon syemined sven on the Tlsseling vules, nor hed he ginge
hi e smplovment received sny inctructi.ne oxoept those r eelved
from Condueror Turner. H- thousht hen s trstl: ez runcdne =1
#» sloy spe-d it ig o ulred *o be proteated, hut that he 414 a0t
know how gueh osrotection was furnished, He bt 4 that he g4 Lhe
markers on ths roar of "la train before lewving Cesmp 7Vadsvortlh, he
h ving placed one on the lert hand zide of the train and the brakman
heving 2l ced one on the rizht hand side, bo sald that he made
certain thet they were burning, ™ut that the pariers were
smokins o zome sxtent. dhe iat rior of the r-ar gir of
his trals was not tllumiuztad. The conduostor directed


file:///-toad

e

kim to solleot the Ters~y fror the sassenpors lu the peur
goseh, "ut he eomzenced ko apllsct Trros {n the ml idle
eoneh and had not “inlzhed whag tae eolllisioa oceourrsé,
He gtut2d th t he maw tLhe tr-in was ruanaing »b o low
rate of mpeed, DUt ~3 the condustor had instruotsd him
1o volleat tickate he Aid nct knew he wma expoetrd to
perfsrm eny other service,

HBeokemen “deards of sxtpy. 2017 stated the marders on
ths re=v of hls tr in vers burvraling +¢ Comp “adeworth, he
Erwing pluced one on the olght hapd dde and Brekemsn Oolew
vie plscod one on the left hand slde of the train. He
st bnd that - tar lesving Camp Yadsworth he strorted Daek
toward the rerr of Wz tradn, but owlns te the asroeded
gondition of the trala he wan unable to resch the re-v
nefore the soliision oocurreds. Be siso stw sd that sle
train was moving wery z2lowly st the tiue of the eoliision,

Conduetor #3lver of extrs AC stated thet -xtras 2017
left Camp vadsworth without dleplaying morkars on its
resr and o mentioned 1t to Foglnewan Liasberger, crution-
ing him % Koep = elose lookout zbhend Tor that trzine. He
gtated that Defeore la.vine Camy adeworth he nlaced his
P1-gmsn on extyrs 2017 to proteet his traln s it Jrocesdsd
to Spurtesburg, sad hiz tr fo lelt there sbout four zine
utes artar sxzra 2017, ateposd at Yarebouse Crosaing 1%
minut=s 2nd took on pusvenpars, and alter lev ing thers
the speef of his txoin was 10 or 12 mlles 2n hour when
he felt the »ir bYreken belns zpnlicd and ths eollision
oceurred within thrae or four seconds therealt~p,

Ingineman Linederger of +xtrs 80 stated thet ha hald
orders for his tr-in %o work Yet.usen Bpurtsaberg »nd Cale
vart from 43730 to 93100 n, m., protectisg a2t all tives
“Rile using malin trask, AMesr meking up dls train wt
Caslv=2t for “he novthbound trip an elr Drek-~ tssd snz made
aud all hrekes were rejorted to hHe in ¢00d working condie
tion, His tr«in then procesdes to Camp Vadaworth nnd alt-
reseiing thevrs he gsw sxtrs 2017 srrive Syt 414 not see any
markers on Yt tealin, He further slated thi-i ~ylps
17 laft wamp Tadyzorth without Afsclayin. meraers snd
Conductor Dllver remaviked to him th t "they hd pct uk
tail lights up.” - stoted thet hie tydn 1eft Uam) “sdse
wvorth -bout =igzht minutas a"ter cxtra 7017, »ad +hen his
trals resched Yaveh~use Cporsing he obueryed sxtpes 2017
ng it war leaving there but sa» no markers on 13 the anly
1izne he saw on that treds wes the Liakt “rom the wiadowss,
Hiz sr«in left Tureh-wse Crezaing sbout thirtwen minutes
aft y sxtra 2017 wnd mede no stops bLalors the collision
ocour-red. Upon veaching the eurve at ..rendis he wade
& Aervice apsliection of the byuxes high reduced the ppad
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%2 10 or 1% miles on hour snd oy th» reflection of the
hesdlight of sngine No. 80 he saw the ronr of extra 1017
~bout one and one~-half cor lenpgths shead, He 1 =dlately
applied the alr brakes Iin emersenoy rnd reduced the spead
of hig traiy to about feur wil-s an hour when the ecollision

' ocourred,

FPireman Thompsan of sxhtra 80 =tarad that he ohe
served extrs 7QLl7 at %arehouse Crosping without any markers on
ita renpy md.

Yardmaster Zilen stated thet he Doarded oxtra
2017 8t Cump Padeworth but 44d not observe whether the marker
1izhte were in pomition or properly Alsplayed, but 4id rozember
seging one of the merker lights in poesasaion of a zoldler
which w8 brought to the forvard end of the tr-in aftsr the
&mgigﬁnt for usze in Tlagging an eppronching train from the
ne ™

Switcehmen linhn who w5 working for the Bouthern
feilweay in the ¢amp yrr's opposits Yarohouse Crosring 2tated
that he obaerved extrs 2017 <nd »xtre 40 lerve that ol ce
spuged three or four minutes sort =nd the ppoed of tralin 80
incrensed repldly nfter lesvwing there, He =ald that 4he Int~rler
of the roeay aoach oo extra 2017 was not $ilumliacrted and he
sould not say vhether or not thers were amurkers op thet trein.

" flulee 52 snd 528 of the operating Yules of the Pled=
mont & NHorthern Halleway rasd in part 2 followst

57 *"hen & train stope or Ll dew
layed, under eircumatences in vhieh it
may be overtaken by ancther train, ***
the kexr Brakemsn or vonduotor must lme
medistely go baok with danger signels to
gtop any train moving in the aeme dirsction,

528, I from sny omues the speed
of a traia s redueed, or 1t falls uack
upon the tle of another train, the Vone
duetor will bs held responsidl- for
fully protseting the roar of hisg Lrain
axaingt followl g truins By the use of
sroper signals,

' Rule 295 roads ns follows:

bhere the rules rscoulre it, Jear
Brakemsan must 1-xmedictaly proteoat the
truin ez provided in PFule 37 without
waiting for slensl or instructions to
do 80.
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The direct cnuse of this moclident wan the fallurs
of the ¢ ndustor sad flagman of extrs 2017 vroporly to
protect the r nr of thelr tr-tn ns e wirsd by rule S2a,

In view of the fmet LEat the spaed of oxtrs POL7
hnd been materially refuced ou zocount of low sleotrie
po-or, <nd axtra 80 was Tollowlunp it enly » short dis-
tanee avay, Conduetor Turnrcr should hnve loredist-ly
taken rteops to protect the reor of his trdn ar re yired
%y the ruisn, H-d he dons 20 this scoldent usloubtodly
weuld not hrve ocourred,

Mule Ho. 45 provides that

Unleas z2ome Porm of block sipgnal
i3 umed, tr . {ng in the sspo dir--otion
st krep st lenot 10 minutes apvd,
except 11 closing w: =t me-ting or
paselae polnte,

The orew of oxtrr 80 41d not enmply with t'1s rule,
The evidisnee ghows thet they left Cury "sadeworth and 7v-te
hou-a Crosains before 10 minuies hed «lapeed =2fter the dew
parture of extea 017, Vhile there f2 soms gonflict as
to hew gioh sime intesvened hHetwosn Lhe Aepar-ure of ofe
tre 2017 »nd exrrs B0, it if prob=ble th % sxtre R0 fol
1o0ved extyn 2017 Prov these staticne within abut four
or five minut ea,

It 12 neliev d that the s riers were {n LrODAT [Ow
#ition axb-e resr of sxtre 2017, Dut a3 nseount of the
gonflilet in the testl ony It woo fmpo. «ibl- to “etersine
whether or nnt thay waera 1l:ht+d, Hovaever, the snsinemen
end o-nductor of trala No. 280 olsf{ th £ there vare no
markers on the re-p of oxtre 017, .nd I1f iz be true,
it should heve grussed them to sxerelse aven restepr ¢ re
in following thet traln 80 =r to ~vold eollicdin. w»ith it,

This Investigntion shiowed thed = mnjority of the urow
of » ch ty.in involvsd 1o Lhis noclden’ wore nen of veary
limdted rellroad experlence 1o traln service, and sone of
them ohurged with t ke res.onsibilivy for the sal~ty of
their train hed u-t eaen sxaminaed on the opurating misp
of this sompany, nor were they thoroughly fsmiliar with
the rules snd dutles re-ulred of Yhem. Zspnolsily 1a
this true of tha flagman of :xtrs 2017, ~ho hnd omly been
in the service since Jepb-mbar 4Lth, and who had had no
train -ervigce siperisnce provious to thet 4a &, The lpe
vestipation slse develoned {nstances of » lax mathod of
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employing and Instructing men for tr<in service, vhich
1g Yrrepul-r und doer not tend to promote Lthe necapsnyry
afficlancy o ‘neure safe € i opertione FE¢ the of-
Fieiels churred «ith the regponaibiiity o t» in oper -
tiom determined By cqsaniu-ticn »heth-r or not the one
ploy«es {involved Iin thiz accldent »r1e -uniificd to s«
sume poslitionm where the snfaty of trelns devolves upon
them, this =coldent misht have e a4 praventsd,

zinoe the establishment of & Cratonuent, known ae
Cemp ¥adevorth o0 the line of the Plodmon® and Northern
ke Ilway nesp Spertamburg, Y. ., the wrafric on this ilne
h-a $ng-ea~ed t¢ such an extent, that 1te capreity 1a
he vily %exed, 7Thia compuny iz prepuered to install =n
rbeaiute mapusl bloek signsl system on the portion of
track <stenfing from Spartanburg to vamp Vedeworth,
almilyr teo the one nov in use Dotwoen Looks snd Creene
ville, &, C., reacently instnlled to enre for a sinilsr
condition, ~risiog since the estedlishument o =~ Canton-
ment on its line near Greenville, 5. €., known ss anp
Eovier, and have the meterial on the ground to do so,
but hsve delsy~d the INstallstlion on sucount of » gone
tomplated chanse in the lLoestica of steticns o &CoO0LMO-
d+te the re ulrements of the Yar Depurtment, =nll the de=
talile of which b ve not =8 yet Lesp maie known te the
0OnLERY o
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