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In Ho Investigation of Accident on tho Philadelphia 
Baltimore & fVaahlngten Railroad ot Washington * 

D. c., on October Slt 1913* 

On October 31, 1918. there was o derailment of a 
looesiotive on the Philadelphia, Baltimore fc Washington Kail-
road at Washington, t). G., resulting In the death of one 
employee and the injury of one employee* 

After investigation of thia accident the Chief In­
spector of Safety <ipplianeea reports aa follows! 

This derailment occurred on a private side-track 
of the aehington Sea Light Coxapeny in Its yard at l£th and 
U streets, s, x, the train Involved consisted at the time 
of tha aoaldant of Pennsylvania Hailroad ewitoh engine S100, 
3 loaded and 4 e&pty freight oars. 

At about 11.00 a.m. on the date of the accident 
ewitoh angina $100, in charge of Conductor Donohuc and Engine-
man Oladden, pushing three loaded freight ears, backed upon 
the side traok for the purpose of taking off 4 empty freight 
ears which ware standing over tha coal dumpts. After the 
coupling to the empty oars was made firaman Burah started 
the engine forward toward the main line* Ihe engine moved 
about z feet when it settled toward the left end then 
suddenly fall over on tha outside of the curve to tba ground 
14-1/2 f$et b^low and c«ae to rest on tha aide of tha boiler, 
all drivers being clear of tha ground, fh© tender body and 
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frost trucks wore derailed on the same aide of the track, 
falling hot toot aide up to the ground below, the rear 
trucks of the tender were left upright on the track. 

At the point of derailment a side-track runs la a 
southerly direction from the susis line into the yard of tho 
aafihiagtoa Gas Light Company, and is used for placing coal 
at the company's plant. Tnet part of the siding witiiin 
the gas company1s yard is on a wooden trestle 823 feet in 
length and from about 10 to IB feet high, bents being used 
for supports* Double girders support the ties and tho 
olooks between them. Upon theao girders 14-foot oak tlea 
are laid four feet on eeat&ra, -with supporting blocks & 
feet la length batmen the ties. The track is laid with stael 
rails weighing 83 pounds per yard, Thcee rails were 
rolled In l£S3 or 1390 by tha I'cancylvania Steel Company 
end placed In the trao.i: skoitly nftav the time they were 
rolled. The rails are tied to*»et.*ar aith tie rods 10 fact 
apart, and tiu-platas ura m^d J>\ sach tic. Approaching 
the point of derailment fro. a *,aa ̂ outh there is a 15° curve 
to tha aaat end a 1.73/. .ieaoea.Uug grade, 

This trestle wp.a built 4bout 1389 by the ace company, 
from plans approved by tiia railroad company I it is regular­
ly inspected by tha railroad company but the gas company 
makes repairs upon it wiwn directed to do ao by the rail­
road company. The tracks and ties, however, on this 
trestle, although the property of tho gee company, were 

laid end aro inepectod ©n3 repaired by the railroad company. 
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the investigation disclosed that two abort rails 
an tba onto Ida of tba curve were broken into four pieoea of 
tba following lengths; 1% feet % inohae* 8 feet 10 inches, 
3 feet 4 inchoa, aad 3 feat 9 inches, there ware several 
flims In tha flange, web sad ball of tha rail* The investi­
gation also disclosed that the ties at the point of derail­
ment veere badly deeded and wholly unfit for nae* 

"witch engine 3100 wae of the 6*wheel connected 
type, built in tha Pennsylvania Railroad shops at &ltonna, 
Pa., In 1913. Its weight distributed about as follows: 
on front 4rl?ers 31,000 pounds, and on each pair of rear 
d?lir»r£ 80,000 pounds* It %ne about IS or 18 tons heavier 
than tha switch engines ordinarily used on this troctle, but 
hud bean on it several titses before tha aeeleent. 

fireman Bureh atated that he was on the engineman*e 
side, operating the locomotive and that Sn&inesen Ola&den was 
atamding beside h i m ; that ha had just started the engine 
forward and it had sieved but 3 or 3 feet when he felt it 
settle slightly toward the left* that he imetiiately put 
on the emergency brakes and before they aould move the 
engine fell over toward the left to the ground at the base of 
the trestle* He stated that he did not notloe anything wrong 
with tha rail when he want upon tha treatla* He stated that 
ha had b&tn on this trestle several times before tilth engine 
5100* Conductor Donahue stated that ha walked upon this 
treeti© ahead of the angina and oars on the data Of tho 
accident and did not notice anything wrong with the rail* — 



He else stated that he had been on thle trestle several titaes 
before with this engine. 

supervisor Farias stated that be bad bean supervisor 
ef the division in which this side track la located for 3-1/2 
monthe end that on or Vbout Juno £0 ha made a general in* 

to 
speotlon of thia trestle m& found it/be in good condition. 
He stated th*t juct before that date about SO new ties and 
about SO new supporting blocks bad b^an placed under the rails, 
and that ha mde n. cental note to have the aiding regularly 
inspected each month by the track inspector, He further stated 
that he esarainsd the ties under the broken rails after the 
accident and found th?t two of "tUaa whioii ware broken were 
In very bad condition. 

Section Foreign Devers stated that he had been in 
charge of the track repair i ora on thia trestle slnoe April 
17, 1913, end that ha sarle ..oathly inspections ef ell the 
traok under h i d supervisionj th&t AO Inspected' this track 
about three w&elcs haf-rc the and found some of the 
ties on the tra^tla In bad a^a.iXtlon, although be did not 
consider tbes altogether un.*,afe. He stated that he reported 
these bad ties to -niperviaor :*ariee but they were aot re­
placed prior to the dcto of 4urailment, 

..hile it «as> 1 :utalkie in this ease to ascertain 
with certainty tha direct j-mce of this derailment, it is believed 
to have boon dua to the ufoa&iag of the rails under. J;he locomotive 
and on account of the jad condition ef the ties at tbe point 
of derailment, the rail, after brewing, turned over, the _ 



loaossotive then falling from the traetle. 
^isoe this accident oe stirred the trestle has been 

cond̂ ianod no being unasfe for the operation of oars thereon 
and its uese discontinued. 

All of the employees on thia switching engine ware 
experienced scnt ^ith joed reaorde, &ad had not Von workiag 
in violation of tho hoars of aarvioe law. 


