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Degenber 29, 1913,

In Re Inveatigation of Acoident on the Philadelphia,
Baltimore & Washington Rellromd =t Washlagton,
D. C,, on Ootober al, 1913,

o e .

On Ootobtier 31, 1913, there was a derullment of a
loocenotive on the Fhiladelphlia, Baltimore & wpashington Rall-
road at «eshington, h. C., resulting in the death of one
azployee and the injury of one enployae,

After lnvestligzetion of thle acoldent the Chlef Ine
spector of Tefeby Appllances reports ae followsi

Thie dereailment cgourred on a privete side-track
of the .sghington GSss Light Compeny in 1ts yerd at lith and
i “troete, %. £, Tha trala ilnvelved dotisisted st the time
of the mooldent of Penunsylvanism Reilromd switeh snglne B81G0,
3 losded and 4 smpty frelght oers.

At about 11,00 e.m. on the date of the accldent
switoh enzine 5100, in ehargs of Jonductor Dopchue and Englne~-
men adden, pushing three loaded freight aars, bhaoked upen
the side traok for the purpose of taking off 4 emptly rrsiéht
gars wihloh were standing over tha asoal dumpts. After the
eoupling to the empty osrs woas made Firaman Buru#ﬂatartad
the engine forward toward the main line., The eagine moved
about 2 feet when 1t settled toward the left end than
suddenly fell over on the outslde of tha ourve to the around
1l4-1/2 feet below and smme te rest on the alde of ths boiler,
all Arivers belng olear of the ground, The tender %ﬁﬁy and



wle-

front trucks were deralled on the same slde of the traak,
falling bLottom slde up to the ground bvelow. %The rear
trucka of the tender were lerft upright on the trask,

At the point of dersilment & side=~tresk runs in s
scutherly direstion from the maein line into the yard of the
Jeashington Gas Light Compsny, ond 1s used for plseing cosl
at the gas compeny's plent. That part of the siding within
the gaa conmpany's yard is con a wooden trestls 8523 feet Ln
length and from about 10 to 1@ fest high, hents belng used
for supporte., Oouble glrders support the ties and the
blacks between them, Upon thezo girders li=foobt oak tleas
are lald four feat on c¢entsrs, with supporting bloocks 2
fset In lengih batween the tlez. The track Is lald with stoeel
ralls welghing 8Y pounds por yurd., These ralls were
rolled 1n 1589 or 13%0 by the Jounsylvania Steel Coupeny
oud placad ip the troo< shortly after the tlme they wers
rollied. The ralls are isd tossl.er with tie reds 10 lvet
apart, and tle~plates ars ised sn sagh tle. Approanobing
the point of derailuent “rou “he south thera fs a 35% surve
to the seat and a 1.73,) deszocmilug grada,.

hias treatle was vulll iLout 1389 by ths gas sompany,
from plans ap.oreved by the rerilroad eampanyj it Ls regular-
1y inepeated by the railrosd sompany dut the gas company
makez repmirs upon 1t when Jirected to d9 8o by the raile
vood gompeny. The tracks and tlsa, however, on tgig\

trestle, slthough the proparty of the gae coupany, Ware

iald end are Llnepeoted ond zeunired by the rsilroad ocompany.
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The lavestigation discloszed that two short rails
en the outside of the surve were broken into four pleces of
the following lengthsj 12 feet 2 inoches, 8 feet 10 lnches,

g feet 4 inohos, and 3 feet 9 inches, Thore were several
flawa In the Tlenge, web snd ball of the rail, The investi-
gation algo dlsalogsed thet the tles at the point of dsrsll-
ment were badly dseaysd and wholly unfit for wce.

witoh engine 85100 wea of the Gewhsel ocnnected
typa, bullt ip the Feansylvoula Railroad shops at :ltonns,
Pa,, In 1913, I¢® weight wus distributed about ne follows:
on front Jrivers 81,000 pounds, and on enal pair of rear
Arivers 56,000 peunda, It wes about 12 or 18 tons leavier
than %the switoh engines ordinarily uased on this trestle, but
hed been on it seversl times befora the acelient.

Fireaun Burch stated thet he was om the snglneman'’s
glde, operating the lucorotive and that Znginemen Cladden was
ptanding besids him; thet he hed Just atarted the angine
forward and 1t had moved but 3 or § feel when he felt it
settle alightly towsrd the left; that he lmmedlately put
on the smergeney brakes and befors they sould mwove the
engine fell over towsrd the left to the ground at the bhase of
the trsstle, He stztsd thet he 414 not notlee anythlng wrong
with the rall when ho weat upon the trestla., Re atated that
he hed bewn on this Srastle saveral times bvefors with englne
5100, Conduptor lonchus stated thaet he walked upen thia
trestle shead of the engine and esrs on the date ér the

acoldesnt and 414 not notlpe anything wrong with the rall.,



=g

He also stated that he had been on this trestle seversl tines
before with thlas englne.

syparvisor Tarlse statad thet bhe had bYeen superviaor
of the division in whioh tulas side track 1s loomted for 3-1/2
ponths end that on or =2bout June 20 he made s genoral ine
apection of thia trestls snd found 1t/§g fa geod acndition,
Ho stated thst Just veffors that date about §0 new tles and
about 5S¢ new supporting blocka liad beuen placed under the ralls,
and that he made a uentel nots te heve the slding regularly
inspected each Mmonth Ly the tragk inspestor, He further stated
thet he examined the ties under the broken ralls after ithe
avaldent and found thet two of tham whieh were brokem were
In vory bad ecnditlion,

Sastlon Foreman Jewers stated thet he bad been in
charge of the trnok repalr :ors on this trestle slmeos April
17, 1913, end thet he mede ..onthly luspecsions of all ihe
traek under nlz supervision; that .ic ilunspested this track
about three woeks befors the zcuicont and found sone of the
ties on the trestle in bad soadiblon, slthough he did not
sonslder thex altosether wi:sale, iHe stated that he reported
theese had tles to ~“uperviscr “arles but they wers not ro-
placed prior to tha dsts o erallment,

Jhlle it wes L soscisle in thia emse to assertaln
with certainty tha direc:t :vuse of this dersilment, it 12 bellaved
to have been dus te the ofoaslag of the ralls nndqygthu looeorotive;

aid on acaount of the el suadition of the tlwe a‘ the p»oint

of darailment, the rell, nftor breaxing, turned over, the
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locomotive them falllng from the trastle,

~inge this sceldent ocourred the trestls has been
eondenned o belng uasalfe for the eparation of aanrs therson
and 1ts use diseentinued,

All of the suployses on %tiis awltehing eagine ware
exporionged men, -ith rced recerds, znd had not b-en working

in vlalatlon of the hours of service lew,




