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On #eroh 25, 1920, there wes a8 rear-ond colllalon between
8 papgenger traln and a wreipght train on the fhilsdelphis i: Reading
weilroad neusr -remont Junetiom, ., which resuited in the Sesth of
2 employeee msmi the injury of 1 employse. after inveskipetion of
thig acoident bthe chief of Lhe Burepn of sajef; reports as follows:
lhig sceldent ooccurrec on the Lebapon & Iremont Hranch,
& glnple=treck live ¢xtondlmy from Lebeanon, Pe., to Brookside, Pe,,
a8 distsnee of 43 miles. Irelus sre opersted by ti e~toble znd
tradn orders; tyoing in the smme direcgtion are spaced b minutes
epart at open telegrenh oflficern; flags are used for thieg purpose,
a8 red flag indleatins thet & treln has paased within b minuten, &
green flspg lndlcatlo thet & traln hee pegsed more than b minutee
but lese then 10 minute: previecwely, aud & white ils:- indicating
tnat the luet treir paesed 10 or .aore minutee vrevioisly; the cor-
regponding incloeticv » &re Btop, proeced with emwtion, @i proceed.
The eccideal occurred &t & point aboui 1,800 feet south
of (remo:rt Junetion. Approschivr this point from the south there
are severul curves auv short tansents, followed by & rev.rge
curve of 6% 30", exte.mi.; to t-e riqht & Jletoace of 806 feet
and then to Lre lefl = alBtiace o. 1,380 feet, followed by 320
feet of tan,ent io the .oint of ocollieion. The view is meteriel-

1y obeoured on secount of the traek on the ourve beiuny 1lmid in a
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out. The grade averuges about & per cert ageending for e dia-
tance of sbout 0ose helf mile., e wesather wee alear 2+ the time
of the nocident.

Horthbound freight treln extre 1068, en route from
Creasgona to Brookside, way in churge of Cowduotor Gilbert and Ln-
gloneman leber end oconsislev of engine 1068, 12 freight esre, snd
8 oebooBe. At 8.46 8. me thles traln left Lorberry Junetion, the
last station mouth of the point of =oeldent and ebout 3.6 miles
dlstant therefroem, and st about 9.30 8. m., while running &t a
épeed of 10 or 1b6 mileg &n hour, the reer end of this traln was
struck by train Ho. 30.

¥orthbound peesenper trein ko, 30 wea in charge of Con-
dustor Menwiller and tnglneman Lenvenberger, and consisted of em-
gine 547, 1 combination mell end beaggege oar, end 2 coecher. This
trailn left Lorherry Junction et 9.25 a. m., 11 minutes late, and
wae travelinr at & epesd cetimated to bave been 40 or 45 wllep an
hour when it collided with +he Tesr enu of extrs 1068.

The underfrzme of the osboose of extra 1068 wes forced
wnier the front of suglne 547 and the swverstruoture was totally
deatroyed. Both prireg of wheele o1 the csboose ocame to rest under
the front of the engine, tt® englune truck wes forced back ageinst
the drivine vheels pu- the two peire o1 driving wheels were de-
railed. the ud of & cosl cur shend of the oshooOse was 8lso dan~
aged but no other dsugre was sucteiped by either of the trains.
The cmployees ki iled were Concuotor Gilbhert snd Brakemen iimmerman,
who were riding in the osboose,

After 1ts departure from Lorberry Junction extra 1068

wa& considerably delsyed on account of the engine slipping, snd
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the emgineman ot oft the 'nglne &nd walked beside it for a ghort
letance while knocking on the sanc plpes for the purpoge of
atarting the sand. The evidence indioasted that when extre 1068
resched & point sbout 3/4 mile south of the point of wooident it
began to inorespe speed and thaet it was runaing at 2 speed of
from 10 to 1§ miles an hour when the aocident voocurred. No whise
tle signel bed been sounded tor the flagman to proteet the reer
of the traln.

Daring the period thot the tralno had been running at
reduoed speed Flupmer Spltsner hud not teken any meamres for
the protection of nie trzin otiwr then to stand on the resr plote
form of the ouphooBe or in the doorway, when the trzia wap zome
digtence mouth of whexs the sceident oceurred. e looked &t his
watoh on seyersl coomeicsas, the lsst time beins~ st 9:17 a, m., &t
whicek i1 e trein vso., 3 was 3 minntes overcue st Lerncrry Juncgtlion.
Althouph he reslized that hic trul., wes then oeeupying the traok
o the tine of treln io., 20, Mepns Spitzner saidé he cid not get
of f to pul down aay torpedocesm beo~usc he thought he would b2 sble
to aee trein 0. 30 spyproaching ic tie to pet off am proteot
hig train. Apg the trein was rounding the ourve he went into the
caboose, obtained & red flag: talked & 1little with one of the men
in the e¢sboose, &n.- then from hie pogition in the doorway aaw
trein uo, 30 spyrosohing., e waved his red flap snc then dropped
it, ozlled to the men in the ewboose, and jJumped. Cdnductor Gil-
berl wes doging in the ogboore, andé payine no mttection to the

operation of hie Crain.
At Lorberry Juncetion & white flrns wae displeyed for treln
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Ho., 30, Bsud after leavin theat polnt the trelin mede up 8 little
of the lost 1i:w. Ag the cngine enterce the ocurve jnmedistaly
south of the point of aceident the engineman, whoee oab on this
type of encine is over the genter of the boliler, turmed to look
8t the water-glage. .heu he agein looked ahemd he saw the esboose
of extrs 1068 snu st once pleccd the brsve welve 1ln the smergenoy
position but found that the brekes had slready been spplied. The
eabooge waus sbuut 100 feet aistunt when the enginemen firet sew
1t and et sbout thls time he sew the flapmer come out of the deor,
without & flag, and jump. The fireman of train Bo. 30 who from
his posrtiun on the inelde of t e curve, had seen the caboose when
it was dletant sbout the length of his trein, ren to the eppoelte
Blde of nis oab and spplied the air brakes in emergency.

Phieg secideut wag cenged by the fallure of Flagman
dpitgnar properly to proteet his trsin, and by the fellure of Cone
duotor Gllbert to see that hie trazin wee properly proteeted when
belng del: yed and vosupying the track on the time of a superlior
traln,

aule 99 of the :ules of the Op¢ratinpg Depsriment ol this
rellrceen reets as followe:

"shen & traln ctops or is deleyed, under ol roum-
stemges in which it mey be overtaken by snother traln,
the Ils »mn muet go beck immedistely with &top mignals
& auffiolent distance to lnsure full proteotion. dhen
recslled, he msy return to his treln, first pleocing

two (2) torpedoes on the reil when the conditions re~

quixre 1it.

"Ife front of & train maet be protected 1ln the
game way, when reces..ry, by the front brakeman, or in
his abmence, by the fireman.”

Flrewan Spitzner wes thoroughly famlliser with this rule;

he knew thut his trsin wae ocosupying the track on the time of &
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guperlor traln, that 1t was running at a rate of speed which
pleced it in danger of being overtsaken, snd that the view around
the curve was obscured. TUnder these clrcumstences he was extreme-
ly negligent in failing to take prompt measures to proteect his
train instead of waliting until train Ro. 30 actuzlly appesred in
ﬁights

Rules 1002 and 1012, under the heeding of "Rules for
Conductors,” resd as follows:

1002. "They will be responsible for the movement,
gafety and proper care of the tralm, in strict ac-
cordance with the rules, speclal instructions and
orders, and for the falthful and prampt performasnoce
of duty by the trainmen.™

1012. "If for any ceuse the treln moves &t & slow-
ar rate of gpeed than usual, they must take such im-
media te sctlon a8 mey be necesaary to proteet it
against following trains.”

Rule 1049, undsr the heading "Speciel Instructione to Frelight
Gopductors,® reads in part as follows:

1049, "When & 4train 1s in motion, they will take
e position that will gilve a full view of the train,
snd see that the brakemen properly perform their
duties, and the flagman goes baok prompily when the
rules of safety so require; slso keep & sharp look-
out, egpesially when rounding curves."

The svidence indicates that Condumetor Gilbert was
agleep 1n the oaboose. Had he been on the alert, and had
Flagman Spitzner properly protectsd the train when i1t was in
denger of belng overtaken by another $rain, this socident counld
have been avolded.

¥Flagmaen Spiltzner was employed as & coel brakeman in
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Auvgust, 1912, s.4 wags promoted to ooel flapman in .dovember,

1916. Comugtor Gilbert enterecd the service ap office boy in
#erch, 1888, le served in verlous cepscities and begon hie

firet trein service es srukemss in sovember, 1896. dlnoce then

he had scrved 1in the capacities of brekeman, weigh-mapter, yard-
meeter and conduebtor, havim been rromoted to the last mentioned
poeition in Jamuwsry, 1911. The reaordes of both ot these employeos

-,

were pood.

At the ti-e of the moeldent the engine corew of sxtra
1068 hed been on duty sbout Y hours and o0 minutes after an of -
unty period c¢f sbout 8 hours, while the conduotor, brakemsn &and
flagman had been on duty wbout 8 hours afier an off-duty period
of 8 houres end 30 minutes. e engine arew of trein No. 80 had
been on duty abont 4 hours end 37 minutes after sbout § houra
eff duty.

Hud Bpn adequate hlook systom beeb in uwe on thie line,

the sceident would no doubt have been prevented.



