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i'A-fcuJV JUiJOTLL, PA., Oi ,iAuJJ 23, 1 9 2 0 . 

J u n e 7 t 1 9 £ 0 . 

On ii&roh £5, 19*30f there wae a rear-end collision between 
a passenger train and a irei^it train on the Philadelphia i*< Heading 
jaailro&d near -recnont Junction, ..-£.,, whiuh resulted in the £eath of 
2 employee ana the injury of 1 employee. After invee|ipation of 
this aeoident fie Jhlof of the Burecu of Safety reports ag follows: 

SHIE acoi dent o eourrea on the Lebanon & Fremont Branch, 
a single- tr&ofc line extendi n£ from i^banon, Pa. p to Bro oksida, Pa., 
a distance of 43 miles. I-raine are operated b y ti «-table and 
train ordersj trains in th© same direction are spaced 5 minutes 
apart at open t elr.gr en h offices; flags are used for this purpose, 
a red flag indicating that a train has pa s e e d within 5 minutes, ft 
green fieg indicating uhrt a train hue ousseO moro than 5 minutea 
but leae thtn 10 minuter previously, and a white 11a • indicating 
tnat the lae b trail passed 10 or -oore minutee oreviously; the oor-
reeponding inoioetio e are Btoo, proceed with caution, MI proceed. 

Ihe aceident occurred at a point about 1,800 feet south 
of i r c r a O ' t Junction. Approb chir- this uoint from the south there 
are several curveB an*' short tangents, followed by a reverse 
ourve of 6° 30', ER.TO.RJXto t o rl,-ht a ^ietimoe of ZG6 feet 
and then to i-e left a .;lc CL...OC o_ l,38o feet, followed by 3 2 0 

feet of tangent to the ,oint of oollieion. The view ie material­
ly obscured on account of the track on the ourve b e i l a i d in e 
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out. The grade a vera gee about .6 per c e n t asoeadlng for a dia-
tanoe of about one ball' mile, the *©ather w&e alear at the time 
of the accident, 

Northbound freight train extra 1068, en route f r o m 

Creasona t o Bro okalde, m » in oh&rge of Conductor G i l b e r t a n d ha-
gineaan iteber and ooiisie teo of engine 1068, I S f r e i g h t o a r B , and 
a oaboose. At 8.40" a. ia* this train left lorbe r r y Junotion, the 
l a e t station south of tho point of aooident and about 2 . 5 a l i o s 

distant t h e r e f r o a , and at about 9.80 a . a . , w h i l e running at a 

epeed o f 10 o r 16 miles an hoar, the rear end of this t r a i n was 
struck by train Ho. 80. 

N o r t h b o u n d passenger train ilo. S O was in c h a r g e o f Con* 
duetor Manwillsr ana '-nfrln©man lanaenberger, an* oonsieted o f en­
gine 547, 1 oombinatioft mail am baggage oar, and £ coaches. Thia 
train left Lorberry Junction at 9.£5 a. eu, U minutes late, and 
wae traveling at a epeee © etlrnatod to have Men 40 or 45 miles a n 

hour ishea it oollidod with the rear enu of extra 1068. 

Dhe under!rem© of the oaboose of extra 1068 was forced 
uauer the front o£®n$Lm 54? arid the euoeretruo-tare was totally 
destroyed. Both psire of wheels of the caboose oaae to rest under 
t h e front of the engine, the engine t r u e k was forced b a c k a g a i n s t 

the driving wheels on the tuo pairs ox driving wheels were d e ­

railed. <Jhe o i i d of a ooel car ahead of the caboose was also dam­
aged but no other deuace was suutainea by either ox the trains* 
The employees k i l l e d were Conductor Gilbert and B r a k e n a n a i m m s r a a n , 

who were riding in the caboose. 

After its departure from Lorberry Junction extra 1068 

was eoneiderably delayed on aooount of the ene&m clipping, a n d 



the eaginesiaii ̂ ot of i the n g i j v e t t i i d walked be side it for a short 
distance while KNOCKING ON THE S&NO pi pee for fee purpose of 
Starting the sand. Ihe evidence in dioateci that when extra 1 0 6 8 

reached e point about 3 / 4 mil© south of the point of accident it 
began TO XNO RE A BE ape ed asd thftt it was MNNLNF at a speed of 
from 1 0 to I S miles an hour *?hen the aooident occurred. $o whis­
tle signal had. been sounded tor tne FLAGONN to protect the rear 
of the train. 

Daring the period that the train had been running at 
reduoed speed tflti/nac/, Spltsner hud not taken any measures for 
the protection of hit train otter than tc eta^d on the rear plat­
form of the ouboose or in the doorway, WHEN the train was some 
distance south of i$iere the accident occurred. Be loofced at his 
watoh on several occasions, the last tine beiar at 9 X V T a . m., at 
which ti e train JL-O. 3C was 3 minutes overdue at Lorocrry Junction. 
Although he realized that hie trui, w&a then occupying the traok 
on the tiue of train TIO* 3 0 , Fit.ftina. Spitsner said he eld sot get 
off to put down any to rp© doe a because he thought he would be able 
to see train J*O. 30 approaching in ti-re to get off and protest 
his train. AB the train was rounding the curve he went into the 
cabooset obtained a red flag, talked a little with one of the men 
in the caboose, an>< then fraa hie position in the doorway flaw 
train iio. ZD ap^roaohing. He wared his red flap arm then dropped 
it, called to the men in the caboose, Jumpf ci. Conductor Sil-
bert was dosing in the caboose, and paying no atte< ticn to the 
operation of his train. 

AT loroerry Junction a white fla# wae displayed for txain^ 



13o* 30, arm after learin^ that point the train made up a little 
of the lost 1 1 ;e . Ae the engine en teio. the ourv* losedlately 
south of tho point of accident the engine met a. whose oab on this 
type of engine 1B oyer the center of the boiler, turned to look 
at the water-pilaee. -heu ha apain looked ahead he eaw the caboose 
of extra 1068 ami at once plaocd the braV:© valve In the emergency 
position but found that the brokes hack already been applied* The 
oaboose was about 100 feet aietunt then the engineman fir at naw 
It and at about this tim he eas? the flafgnan come out of the door, 
without a flag, and Jtusp. Bus fireman of train So. 30 who from 
his poaitiJJI on tht inside of t e curve, had seen the caboose when 
it was distant about the length of his train, ran to the opposite 
Bide of nits dab and applied the air brakes In ©mergenoy. 

2hle aooitieut was GRUEEC by the failure of Flagman 
Spltsner properly to proteot his train, and by the failure of Con­
ductor Gilbert to aee that hie train wae properly protested when 
being delayed, anci oooupying the traok on the time of a superior 
train* 

sale 9 9 of the itules of the Qp< rating Department of this 
railroad reads as follows: 

"..hen a train stops or is del eyed, under oi rouift-
stancee In which i t ??i&y be overtaken by another train, 
the fla j^mn muBt go baok imraerilately with etop a l g n & l s 
a sufficient distance to insure full protection. Vhen 
recalled, he may return to his train, first placing 
two (£) torpedoes on the rail when the conditions re­
quite it. 

"I'hfc front of a t r t l n met be protected la the 
satae way, when neoesicry, by the front brakeman, or la 
his a» sen ce, by the fireman. " 
isUreisan Spitsner tras thoroughly f smilier with this rule; 

he kmthat hie train wae occupying the track OJTI the time of a 
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s u p e r i o r t r a i n , t h a t i t w a s r u n n i n g a t a r a t e o f s p e e d , w h i c h 

p l a c e d i t i n d a n g e r o f b e i n g o v e r t a k e n , a n d t h a t t h e v i e w a r o u n d 

t h e o u r v e w a s o b s o u r e d . U n d e r t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s h e w a s e x t r e m e ­

l y n e g l i g e n t i n f a i l i n g t o t a k e p r o m p t m e a s u r e s t o p r o t e c t h i s 

t r a i n i n s t e a d o f w a i t i n g u n t i l t r a i n H o . 3 0 a c t u a l l y a p p e a r e d i n 

s i g h t . 

R u l e s 1008 a n d 1 0 1 2 , u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g o f " R u l e s f o r 

C o n d u c t o r s , " r e a d a s f o l l o w s : 

1 0 0 2 . " T h e y w i l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e m o v e m e n t , 
S a f e t y a n d p r o p e r c a r e o f t h e t r a i n , i n s t r i c t a c ­
c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r u l e s , s p e c i a l i n s t r u c t i o n s a n d 
o r d e r s , a n d f o r t h e f a i t h f u l a n d p r a n p t p e r f o x m a n c e 
o f d u t y b y t h e t r a i n m e n . " 

1 0 1 2 * " I f f o r a n y c a u s e t h e t r a i n m o v e s a t a s l o w ­
e r r a t e o f s p e e d t h a n u s u a l , t h e y m u s t t a k e s u c h i m ­
m e d i a t e a c t i o n a s m a y b e n e c e s s a r y t o p r o t e c t i t 
a g a i n s t f o l l o w i n g t r a i n s . " 

R u l e 1 0 4 9 , u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g " S p e c i e l I n s t r u c t i o n s t o F r e i g h t 

C o n d u c t o r s , * r e a d s i n p a r t a s f o l l o w s : 

1 0 4 9 . " W h e n a t r a i n i s i n m o t i o n , t h e y w i l l t a k e 
a p o s i t i o n t h a t w i l l g i v e a f u l l v i e w o f t h e t r a i n , 
a n d s e e t h a t t h e b r a k e m e n p r o p e r l y p e r f o r m t h e i r 
d u t i e s , a n d t h e f l a g m a n g o e s b a c k p r o m p t l y w h e n t h e 
r u l e s o f s a f e t y s o r e q u i r e ; a l s o k e e p a s h a r p l o o k ­
o u t , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n r o u n d i n g c u r v e s . " 

T h e e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t C o n d u c t o r G i l b e r t w a s 

a s l e e p i n t h e c a b o o s e . H a d h e b e e n o n t h e a l e r t , a n d h a d 

F l a g m a n 3 p i t z n e r p r o p e r l y p r o t e c t e d t h e t r a i n w h e n i t w a s i n 

d a n g e r o f b e i n g o v e r t a k e n b y a n o t h e r t r a i n , t h i s a c c i d e n t c o u l d 

h a v e b e e n a v o i d e d . 

F l a g m a n S p i t z n e r w a s e m p l o y e d a s a c o a l b r a k e m a n i n 



August, 1 9 1 2 , a.ui was promoted to coal flagman In jJoveraber, 
1 9 1 6 . Oomuotor Gilbert entered the s e r v i c e as of floe b o y In 
Mar oh, 1 0 8 3 . He served In various o a p a e i t i e s and began hie 
first train service as brakejraan In ivovetnber, 189C. "inoe then 
he had served In the capacities of brake ram, weigh-master, yard-
master and conductor, he via; been promoted to the last mentioned 
position in January, 1 9 1 1 . ?he r e c o r d s of both of these employees 

* 

were good* 
At the ti © of the aocident the engine crer? of e x t r a 

lOtjB had been on duty about 8 hours and ^0 minute© after an off-
duty period oi about 8 hours, rah 1 1 e the conductor, brakeman and 
flagman had been on duty about 8 hours after an off-duty period 
of 8 hours and SO minutes. Ihe engine crew of train H O , SO had 
been on duty about 4. hours and 37 minutes after about 9 hours 
off d u t y . 

Had an adequate block system be en in use on this line, 
the accident would no doubt have been prevented. 


