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In H© investigation of accident whioh 

occurred on the Philadelphia & 
Reading Railway near Roycrs-

ford. Pa., on December 9, 
1914. 

On Usccjaber 9, 191.4, there was a side collision between a 
freight train and a passenger train on tho Philadelphia k Reading 
Hallway near Hoyersford, Pa., which resulted in the death of both 
enginewnen and tho injury of both firemen and two passengers, After 
Investigation of this accident, the Chief of the Division of Safety 
reports us followsE 

Southbound freight train extra 1599 consisted of 60 loaded 
cars and a caboose, hauled by locomotive 3o. 1599, and isaa in ciiarge 
of Conductor Reider and En^ineraan Fisher* It left Tsnsaqua, Fa., at 
1.20 A..a. j passed ^Infield, th© last telegraph office approaching the 
point of accident, at 5*13 a.sa., running on the southbound slow-speed 
truck. It stopped to take miter at a ^oint about 2,700 feet north 
of the cross-over at which the accident afterwards occurred. After 
taking water the train proe<eded toward the oross-over diverting it 
froia th© southbound slow-speed track to the southbound high-speed 
tr^clc, ind #bile the engine on th© cross-over, moving at a low 
r^te of speed, it was struck by southbound passenger train tic. 1 4 . 

Passenger train 14 consisted of one combination baggage 
end express car, tiso coaches and one Pullaan sleeping car, hauled 
by locomotive No. 650 and was in charge of Conductor Ivory and Engine-
^aa Springer. It passed Linfield at 5.33 a.a. and collided with extra 
1599 «t about 5 . 4 0 a.^u 

Both locomotives wvtQ overturned, on® on one aide of the 
trade und one on the other, the passenger locomotive coning to & stop 
at a point about 200 feet beyond the point of collision. Slight _daat&*;e 
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i was sustained by the first two c&rs of the passenger train and the 
first ear of the freight train. 

This ?art of the Philadelphia & Reading Railway Is a 
^ *"our-traclE road, train movements being protected by the automatic block 

signal system standing normally at danger. Tho track approaching 
the point of accident from the north is straight for aiore than one tsile. 
All tflain track switches are equipped with switoh indicators to show 
tho condition of the blocks oa either aide of tho switches. The switch 
at th© point of accident is between the southbound high and low-speed 
tr^css, the switoh laarp being on th© right side of the low-speed tr>e!s;. 

Brakeaan Snyder, of extra 1599, S T A T E D that ehen the train 
started after having taken w&tsr he wẑ a told by the englneiaan to run 
ahead and line up the switches so that it would not be necessary to 
stop the heavy train ugain. Br^ksmsm Snyder asksd hlsa if anything 
w&s duo and claims that th© ongininann said, BfJo, 1 4 is gone." Br&ke-
msn Snyder then went &he**ti and opened th© first of the two switches. 
After he had opened the switch no ieard th& conductor call to the 
englneauui and a^w hl-J swi..v ln<; *is l.-nt^rn. He lookod hack ?tnd saw the 
headlight of the locoaotive h^uli.i; tr *in So. 14. about 3 0 oar iongtha 
distant. He than ran i.i fro at the engine of extra 1599 and began 
signalling the oni.inec.an but , j/uro-itly the latter did not recognise 
his signals, Brakcaan Snyder further stated that before opening the 
switch he did not I 0 0 K at the switch inaicator to see If any train w&s 
n the block and at. 1 ted th^t he aid aot know what purpose the indi­

cator served. In response to ''urthor ;UDatlonin£f he swid thut al­
though he HAD beon a br^kenai for two years* he had never bean examined 
on the rulas governing tho operation of trains, signals, ete. 

Conductor Hf»idor stated th;>t when his tr&ln stepped to take 

http://oni.inec.an
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w&ter ho started for the head and, walking on the left side of tho 

track. When he was about 15 car lengths from the locomotive th© 

train started to pull ahead and he hoarded It at that point and began 

to walk forward over the tops of the cars. At this tiiae the auto­

matic signal near the water tank, governing tho high-speed track, 

showed white and green, indicating that a southbound train was approach­

ing, being at that tine in the second block to the rear. When ho 

had reached the fifth ear from the engine he sa» that the engine was 

going to pull out on to the nigh-speed track. He at once got off the 

train on the right side and began to signal the enginejaan, at the saae 

tlae calling to bin in the endeavor to attract Ills attention. In ad­

dition to train fio. 1 4 , second-class train Mo. 58, duo at RoyerE&fcrd 

at 4»59 had not arrived, and In the absence of any orders regard­

ing these trains, hia train had no right to occupy the high-speed 

tiMelE on their tlKo. Conductor Holder further stated that during 

the time his train had been running on th© low-apeed track no trains 

had passed theta on the high-speed track elilch could have been slsta&en 

for passenger train So. 1 4 . 

The speed of train Ho. 1 4 at the ties® of the accident is 

believed to hav** been about 2 0 ailes per hour, lnastauch as th© fireman 

states that the englneraan had shut off ateaja in readiness to eaake the 

scheduled stop at Hoyersford station, only a few hundred fo^t beyond 

the switch at 'which the accident occurred. 

This accident ??as caused by extra 1599 occupying the high­

speed track on the time of a superior train, for which enginerasn Fisher 

and 2rakcaan Snyder arc responsible. Bngineiaan Fisher, If the state­

ment of 3ro Iceman Snyder Is correct, apparently had for 30a© unknown 
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rcascn been of the opinion that train No, 1 4 had gone. Regardless of 
this fact, however, he should have known that train So* 58, which was a 
superior train, had not yet passed and that by pulling his train out 

( on to the high-speed track, aa he did, he would be occupying that track 
on the tliao of that train* How he came to overlook both train No. 14 
and train So, 58 cannot be explained* It is possible that the auto­
matic block signal did not show whits :nd green at the tirse his loco­
motive passed it, in which event the* only warning of the approaching 
train would have betm th© position of th© switch indicator. If the 
autoca&tic block signal did show white ®nd grean, however, it indicated 
that a train was approaching and Enginea&n fisher is further at fault 
for disregarding this signal indication* The actions of Brftkeeian 
Snyder indicated s peculiar disregard for all rules and £*r&ctle«s 
governing the safe operatlcn of trains. This switch was equipped with 
a switch indicator, intended to m^et oy-ctly th© situation which exist­
ed in this case, and yet Brnkeami Snyder, according to his own statement 
failed to observe the indicator. Ht»d he taken even this ordinary pre­
caution, this acoident undoubtedly i^ild :iot h&ve occurred. It Kill be 
noted thet he states he did not know ?h&t thase indicators were for, 
but it is Inconceivable that any rsan could be employed on & railroad in 
the capacity of brakeiaan for a period of two years without knowing the 
purpose switch indicators are intended to serve. 

When he saw train No. 14 approaching, Brakeiaan Snyder could 
^ easily have prevented the accident. He vt&s standing fit the switch when 
ills attention was called to the fi*ct thkt train SJo. 14 approaching, 
and all be had to do was to close it. Had he done so, this would have 
allowed extra 159? to continue an the slois-speed trnck, without inter­
fering In any way with train No, 14-
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This Investigation would scam to indicate thet tho officials 

of this railway have not taken the proper stops to insura that ell em­
ployees are acquainted with and understand tho rules governing tha 

( * 

y operation of trains and signals. 
Enginenan Flshor wns employed as a brakoman In March, 1905, 

being transferred to the position of fireman about & raonth afterwards. 
He was promoted to enginemftn in freight service in Ifareh, 1912, His 
record was good. Brakoaan Snyder was employed &s such in December, 
1912, tund had a good record. Both of the flan had b«?©n on duty 5 hours 
and 4 0 Minutes, after a period off duty of & hours and 3 0 minutes. 


