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IN RF I N V K r . T l W t T I N OF AM 4CCIBS<T UilCK OCCtT ' D 

^ "AR f̂ ADS, PA., ON :<OV.''itarlv 11, 1917. 
N o v a b ' T 30, 1917, 

On Hevemb̂ r i l , 1917, lh<*/e '-^f ^ r«<*nd colli" Ion 
o r tbe Phi In del bin & n d'ng ft* 11" ay n--'r M a a u a , Pi., be-

tvesn a freight trsin and a H P Jit engine, the foroe of the 
collision drivinp, the li,:ht msdn® Into tha r -ar of another 
freight train, aad resulted in tho de? th of on* ecployee. 
After investigat on the ^hief of the Bureau of rafefcy re­
ports - 3 f 0 l l O W » J 

The icoi'ent occurred oa the iia<t i'ennaylvunla branch 
of the &<••». ding Divia'on, )bout thr^e-fourths of a aile ea :t 
of the passenger station et &asusf At this point i t % a 
double-track line, ov«r which t r - in mov* ' r&ent3 aj*<r governed 
b y f-tutcaatic block signals. 

&V-tbouivt freight tr In, fxtra 1 5 2 4 , consisted of 4 * 
c rs >>n-l 7, cabooaas, hauled by loconotlve ?Jo, 15?4, and 
v.as tn ehnrga of Conductor Sohaoffer and Engine-man H l l l -

y rd. It had topped -t a ut e a r ' t i e signal l*o, > 0 , located 
• bout on- milQ o .et of -taaus, en it.- rf:-.r ond re struck 
by locomotive Ho. 1577. 

Pusher engine No. 1577, iu charge of liirineman Dandle 
and fireman Adams, e -rived t Siaaus *>t • bout 10 p. su» <*nd 
l«*ft ther* ©r*. t bound nt absut 10*05 p. ia. on the ea tbound 
tr^ok backing up, • nd eime to a stop .-ithin -bout thr#« cur 
I'M. ths of the re r of *xtr»» 15?4. '"hift^-aifm? th^r« it 
VMS struck by ^xtm 154*, driven back, n;* collided *ith 
extra 15?4« 

i-lâ tbound extra 154#, consisted of "5 c r ? hnuled 
by locomot 1 e 1548, .'ad •.«•.• in c l i . r t ^ of Conductor ^ott-
ahall nd v>nglnem*n Di^ain^r* ffci i t r -1n 1* rt r.*"din*: 
Lt 7 p. .rt. *,nd ». ;-ri v-<d t ••iut-.i».tioic,n "*1 ^o , loo tod 
1,500 feet st of tht' p^sr^n^r &t.it'on '+t <~-r;̂u ~, v h e r e 

ir -M? bro«,ht to a rtop on :.ceouat of that signal bela*-
in th« atop position. It l"ft there aad oollldod v.lth 
locomotive No. 1577 *hil© ru .nin^ at a op'ed of bout 
10 mil' p an hour. 

Th'-1 force of the ooliialoa rot" locomotive ifo» 1577 
backward, c«usin-: It to oollide with th-" r- sr of tra 15 "4, 
•ru»hin. tho two cabooaea of th-1 tv \ n n;*d throwing the 

wr^okufe ov^r on to the v ŝtoound traek v/he**e It oau ht 
f ire. Fnfinemsn Dankle of loeoejot. ive 1577 c \t-ht un --r 
" 1 e ^reckare and kil led. *'hc weather ot tbn ti:-e ^ae cle ' r. 

A:\pro'-'chine: %aua from t l . w - ft th >re in an iac»nd-
In<- irrade of .5% from signal Ko. 5? tc the paa^ens-'r station 
frf«s tha pa-'̂ enf^r *itibn to oint of i col dent is a da-
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attending groan of Th* accident ooourr*d on r. 3-def>ro» 
JO minute curve to the left. 

Wineaan &i sal mer of eartm 1543 st it*d that hit 
tmla l * f t Pe^dinr ' ^ s h o u t 7 p * «u» *ad s t Chapel Kia&a 
tew f o u n d tbe automatic ai^nai et caution, *u£io*.t in*, t o 

h t * th t th<*: e wan a t r a i a i a t h s block nhr? % « h e 

reached euto»«itie sl4 nal ifo* 5~» l o c ted -*»*t a f te^ye, 
I t wa l a th* »fcoj i-oeitlia, nd he brought t h * t r a i n t o 

* ates* 8* then $ * u % r f c a d t h r tr tia auc *htm h e hed rotten 
I t MM t h © M i l und 0 9 3 * 1 1 to 4HTL do*a, S n ^ l n e n M t n Die­
s'a,*er called to t h e bmkmm® to fe-nteh out f o r tr«ine 
•*hend for «ute**tio signal #o. 50, which aî h*- be red, 
t o 'hieh the brnkeaen replied **11 rlfht** i-n$ine*&a 
B l t t i a c ^ r * » t ^ t " d he « « l o o f c l r c r %hen4 end * e > t h ® flat-
» f Q , * e veil «* th* hef\dli,3ht end one claaelftcntipfi li^ht 
on ioccaotlv«* 15?? vh-m within -•rout s w a n . e«-r len^the of 
i t , th** eoved of hte tmin b«iv »bo>it 10 rail©® a a h o u r 

at th* tisie. H«- then f o u n d e d the whistla, «}v„.JLi#d t h e 

a i r br**** In Bmm*$NS%&f t * n d a aouaded t h * whistle. 
He eeld th t whr,n b e MM a n t o m t t c »I<*n«l Ko, I n the 
eto? positioa fet MMT th-? - e w*» n rain * h » G d of bin and 
tbe rules p r o v i d e d th t a f t e r ting one nJnut* there h e 

«oul£ proce *d aeut * ously, or*p.»r»d to etoo -vith! a the 
r ' *a*te o f v i s i o n , e a f «»lt th t he V . d hie trMn - m ell 
un!*- control I R h*» e o u l d u»der the olrouatv,*noee« i n * 

r!n«a*n r i^elnv' ' r et«te<3 t h * i t In o o » i n . do^n the hill h e 

ue«d thf etr^lcht sir on the loooaiotiv for th1? purpose 
o f keeping t h * t rsin b u n c h f f d , ao th t it nould not .-et 
iny ho i d w * ; y on t h * l e and t h t the • ir b»k#s on tbe 
tr»<in ¥-cr» w o r k i n g properly. 

Conductor Cbttshell o f «xtr« 1548 stated thit hie 
tr Ma ;---:j-««d S t e t n u a * 5 t a b o u t 1 0 * 1 0 p . a . , *n<* the coll i­
sion occurr«>d «.t ebout 1 0 J 4 5 p . ® , , the e^oed of hie 
tr*ln beine 8 or 10 alio* a a hour a t , the tiaa. About « 
M i n u t e b e for ^ t h ® nolllalon occurred Ms flegnen* **» 
lae i a tie e«booee v it h b i n , naldl " W e are foin* to bit a hiad 
ead, prot*»ct yourself«** 

fi*nd Brxkeasn Cn»eell« of »xtr?* 15*v̂  etntad th"t upon 
leaving eutna^tio s i i ^ a « l No, 52 the englneeutn told bla to 
w f t t c h out for tr;in» *ha<s>d., * * s h « n vlthin r.̂ out 15 oer î northn 
o f loconot ive 15?7 hi n r . ^ f l * i f R » m Kei« about two c a r lengths 
fro» It* front *<ad s i^ i a f ? »top i*i#ials, m& c ^ l l ^ d to hi a 
eaf inea . ia who npplind th« NIT ^ r ^ e e In eaergfmoy* Re thought 
the e p « « » d o f hi e tr - in v . * » 9 ?»bout 10 ^ l l ^ s ! e n heur* 

^l^i«a^n Kelet, on > U 8 h » r engine Ho, 157?, etntM thnt 
t , f t « r ^ . w h l a f . : f r e i g h t tmin up the hill on th« w»etbound 



track their en*da« wm cut off froa thet tr* in and it ar­
rived at fa«u» at "ivnit 10:05. p. m. Bo then called up •he 
op**r tor et tf*«oun<»t*, loo*t«d 3»5 alia* root of E»au«, re-
u«»tin? authority to aroat over froa the westbound to tho 

•a at bound tr ok, After receiving authority to do «o 
they orotaod over to tbe a«atbeund tr^cx mi lftft ffctus 
at about 10s 15 p. a, en rou*e te Ka*t P«nn Junction, and 
s?®»e to ft rfeop tvo or tferoo oar lengths from the rear of 
extr6* 15*4• Ke then got off the engine an* started back 
with rffO aad white ll-.hts *ui torpedoes but th* rad light 
wont out and he had to relight i t , <-.n£ had atertod book 
a pain «h«u he heard e&tr* 154§ awronoalaf» *nd h«*d f»t-
t*n bacK about a even oar lna sta» fror. looooot lv* 1577 
vrhes *u?-ra 154i p-aaed hla ht a opaed. of 1? or 15 wiles 
m hour* He raid th* t loooaotive 1577 hud ©« n -.trading 
there about ftv* »lsui«» * en th* eolllalou occurred *ad 
he ha'? *;one book as fur »«s lit oould la the 11 .e he had. 
He *t»t«d thit **hon they r*turnod froa nu*hinr- th® fr i*J&fc 
trrln u> r.h** hi l l h<* «** ao^lno* sad t rnlna landing oa 
the « «tbound tr ck tad thought it very likely that l o -
ooaotive 1*77 *m XI hav-> tn it op when it reached then 
aad took th* nsetae? ry step* to pro^oit i t . He thought 
It mi at have taken ?5 niaufc e* or ®or« la vni oh to e^cur* 
permission to cross 07vr to tbe eaatbonaI track, make the 
Croat ov*r atoveoent, >nd mots do*ra to where *xtra 15?4 
=• n« »t«ndJng» 

f l r w a Aif-isa, oa puah*?r *c£lna *! • 1577, stated *,h"*t 
they l*ft F^u« 8to?«? -A *ithin t vo or three car 1 en*-th* 
frw» th'- remr cf *rtra 1554 about 10: 30 m. and Flagman 
Kola i?ot off the «agln«» 

l«fla«aj?n El 11 yard of oxtr* l$?4 at at ad th-t he atop-
-d hla *, rain at automatic *i«-n«tl ii©# 52 on HCcount of 
t baln^ In th* stop poaitlon, then proceeded do*n the 

hi l l '-n-* slopped -.bout on* ear lanfth fr?>i the rear of 
locomotive 611 *nd ha* bean at>adlof tharo 15 or 30 rain-
utaa when th* eol 'laloa occurred, 

Pule 511 of th® oparatins rulaa of the ?hilcdel-
phi* A H««41n^ Hallway oovorain* tr in op-ar tton 5 a auto-
a tic signal t rrltory prorldea th^tj 

A tr-^in, *ftrr havlaf sited th* 
tilnute diraotfld In ttul^ 504, mi 
aipnc-.l not cl-c*->ring, mml proceed 
c^.utlcuaiy, prepared to atop within 
visible dlat*nce, wjtj^oting to fl»d 
ii tr>In, open awltoh, oloaed derail, 
a osr within fouliaj* uletanco, a 
broken rail or so®® oth*r @ l « « t of 
d*a*orf aad « i» t aot resume §p<"*d on 
eo®ia«: within sight of n«»*t algaal, 



but Mist continue to governed by 
tb© lest signal until the a«xt one 
is cswed. 

This aeeideat was caused by the failure of Inline* 
mm Dl««ln#cr of «tr*'. 154? to hav* hi® tr> In und*r eon-
troi after .-^ssia*- *n eutonfttle signal in tht stop posi­
tion, %® required by this rule. If h* h«*d h".d bla tmin 
under oontrolf prepared to stop It vlthin tb® r o f 
hie Y M O B , this accident wi ld act h*-.v» occurred. 

"Brmkmrn e*?»»elle is e?uelly fault for he wan in* 
struct*?& specifically by **flaeatm £i M U S T to a®*p n 
sharp lookout for trains »h«*d naf thie investigation 
dl.toloaed tfest on Recount of bein.. on the Inside of the 
curve he coy id h•».-*> sees i'i-:.vf&&n Keia ;t a di«t«ace of 
§00 feet h'M he been watching. According to h'p own t*\i-
tifficny h* first ear him when only bout 15 c.ir lengths 
distoat # *nd although h** states th"t he I m^diMtoly ao-
* i f led the «atlnen«n#. th* tr ia eouldaot b<~ brou,> ht to 
e. stop iw ti.:,* to v-rrt the coll ision. 

TL&flmn Keia le also t̂ f « u l f o r not pr- pwly pro­
tecting locomotive 1577. -'ross hie own statement* It ap­
pear* thit he recelvd poraiesica froa the op*fmtor at 
Mteunfcie to croes ©v«r to tbe esstbound track at 10X05 
p. r,« and it took >hout ?5 ainut-- st for then to cro^e over 
*ud re«iob extra 1524, which would indicate th-t ioeonr tive 
1577 stopped behind osrtr* 15^4 ab.ut 10*30 p. as. This le 
corroborated hy >"1 reman ^m,rm A« the eoliision occurred 
about 10*/.5 p. ®.» he b<sd about 15 minutes «ft r t r locomotive 
157? case to n atop la whlob to protect It* He claims t© 
hfsve gone hack «tbout &mm e«r lengths from th# locoaotlve 
while th# aaglaemam «sd br-keo^n ©f *rtT<* 154H nlnlm he 

hmk only two e«r length** in the 15 mlnnfcoe between 
the tlaa locom&tiva 1577 e*»st# to a step end the tls-.e the 
collision occurred* he should hev* been able to a*»ve ijotten 
b%ck a much #re«ter distance. He<5 he done so and had hie 
eto; signals b»tn ©b»«-vad by tbe •a§ln**i«n o f "xtr*> 154$ 
this eotHtat would mt heve occurred. 

An̂ fnenuui Die singer wns employed a* n firemen on 
December ?3» 1905, r^sifn«d SHWTJ 13# 1909, r«-employed 
ee «t fi*-f«an on October 6, 191?, n̂d preset d to enfiine-
,«»n on October 10, 1916. **rnke»*n ^--p--ella employed 
as snoh oa December 11, 1916. *1* ^an Aftlw v̂ jg employed 
«e a br^kenta on June 77, 1917* »nd as « flsfwma on Sep­
tember 14, 1917* *-ll of t h a « « employee* ted food r^cordi. 

A.t the t i e of the aeeideat ^agineman Dl^sin."r had 



b#>«a on duty 8 houra aad JO mlauita* 9rak««an Cae.-aii* 
7 hours .aad JO minutes, "-ad Flyman ^ai& 3 hours end 50 
ainutaa. 


