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In re investigetion of &n acoldent whioh sedurred
on the Pere Hergquettie Rallwey et Rilversids,
ﬁiﬂ&n on September gﬁ* 1017,

Oeotober 31, 1917.

On Ssptemder £0, 1817, there was s head-end
sellision bDetwesn & pes-enger Srels and a freight tralio om
the Pere Harauette Rollway at Riverside, Mich., which resultesd
in the desth of 1 employee and infury S0 4 m;:siayma and 15
gg?mm. After investigation of thie sddiownt, the

ef of the Bureau of Safety reports ss followsy

The Chiecage Division of the Pere Merguotte Hallwey,

gm ublch this seclidsnt coourred, is a pingle-~tradck lines,

th the exeeption of two short streteohes of double track,
ane of vhich extends from Aiverside south to 3t. Joo Eiver
bridge, e dfatspoe of ebout 74 smiles. The zoeident ceoourred
on & single trock about 1,950 feet north of the beginning of
the doubdle treck st Riverside, Train msovements over this line
are poverned by iine«tuble end train orders transuitied by
telophons, snd between Hiverside and Porter, Ind., & staticn
56 niles south, the 1llae 1s equipped with sutometio block
aignels, but detween Riverside and Sross, s station 7& niles
north, %hm are no bloek signals in use.

Southbound pessenger train Ho. 1€, commisting of
locomotive 182, 1 express cer, 1 comblnation baggsge end
smoking oor and 1 couch, in ¢ of Conduotor Xent snd
Euglinemen Mohyr, left Gramd Raplds, sn routs to Hew Buffalo
Hich., &t 3,00 peie, 080 tize, and left Colowus, the last wimgsh
slation before resching the ralnt of acoldent, st 8,38 p.it,, 32
alnutez lele, The distanse dDeteeen Coloma m& the polnt of aocele
dent 1 3¢ miles. Truin Ho. 16 sovered this distavoe in 3
msinutes end colllided head-on with Ireight trein extra 9£5 st
6,38 Da.l. The speed of tralin Ro. 16 prior to the ascident wus
sbout 70 miles an bour and 1t had been reduccd %o 50 or 40
miles sn hour when the trains struck.

Borthbound freight traln catre 925 eonsisted of
locomotive 928, 48 loaded emrs, 1 septy osr and 2 caboose, znd
was in charge of Condustor Stows and Inginemsn Derrick, A%
Banton Burbor, whioh is locoted 5.84 miles south of Eiverside
the grew rawiwé & clearanos serd and among others, train arder
Ho, 68, reading in pard ss fol owst

*Engine 925 ywm extrs, Bodton Harbor to

¥averly. *** A1) trains up %0 S5.50 p. Be have
passed Riverside. Ho. 186 Fng. 152 hes no signala,”

After revelving Shis order, extrs 925 left Benton Harbor e
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€210 pama, thlsz dDelng the laot w}.%mgm stetion hefors resche
$ng Riverside and the distance to Riverside was oowered in
shout 88 mimites. The enginemag overlooked the fuoct that
trein Bo, 16 414 not pees then on the double ireok and »sn by
Blverside, oolliding with tyain No. 16, &3 sbove siated, &b
8+.30 pafi. The speed of extra 925 st %ae time of the eselident
was eostimeted to have been botween B and 8 miles sm hour.

The locomotives of both tralns were badly damsged,
but remeined on the Streck, the pessenger locomotive telsscoping
the express ear for a distangs of abous 11 feet. The tender
of the freight loocomotive lended on top of the first ear of
1= train, whioch wes a gondelsa oar loaded with asend, this esr
being conpletely destroysd. The seoond, third and fourth oars
of the freight trein were alse m&ﬁmﬁy

The switeh point st the north end of the double traek
at BElverside is loosted direstl; in front of the telegrsph
offiee in the station, the stetlion delng locuted on the east
8ide of the ireck while the train order signel 1is locsted on the
wast olde of tue trask. The normal position of the frals oxder
signal is clewar.

Approsc Eiverside 2tation from the south the track
is stralght for 1, fout and then beginning at the station and
pravesilog aortinmard, there 13 o Z-degree curve to the laft 1,580
foot in length, followed by 370 feet of ent traok o the polnt
of oollision., Approaching the point of colliazion from the morth
the track 1z straight for 4,000 feet, Ou the inside of the ourve
between Riverside station end the polnt of secident, there is a
heavy growth of trees whioh restricts the wiew fron an approadde
ing northbound train to & distence of apyroximstely 600 fest.

The tanbgent forth of thisz ourve being e proximecely 1 zile in
length, the wvislon of the sngineman of s southbound truin iz oot
restricted to such & short distsnce. The losomotives of both
trains involved in this cooldent were equipred with ofl besdligdts
whioh were in falr sondition sud burning st the time, 'The grade
for sorthbound treizns is slightly desoendin: to the point of
sollision and siightly descending for southbound trains to within
shout 1,300 feet of the paint of collislon. The wenther ot the
time of the acolident was olear, bdut dazk,

Emglinemsn Hohy, of train No. 18, stated thet approcche
ing the point of socident he wus rbnuing ot 2 speed of 80 or 70
miles an hour. Yhem he first ssv the refleotion of the headlight
of extra 925 he thought 1t »ws on sutosobile on the higbway which
sroases the Sreok at Riverside, Vhen the trains ocexe to within
one-fourth of & mlle spert he discovered thet it wus the hoadw
1ight of 2 train and lmmediately & &d the aly brakes in emeorg-
mmm the zpesd to sbout or 40 miles an hour xhen the
sion goeurred, He ssid that the alr brakes were workisg
ﬁ and siso thet bis headligbht waz urning and was in good
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Plyresman Swmeet, of trein Ho. 16 stated that when he
first sow the reficction of the beadllght of extra 925 he alsc
thought thet it wes the headlight of sn sulomoblle and that the
twn troaing were mo more then 18 or 20 ocar leugths aeps:t when he
first dlasovered thet 1t was the headlight of £ train, He then
oelled 1t to the attention of the engineman wic 2pclied the
bdrgkes in smergencty. Ho snld thst the brakes 4id not seesm to
take hold as wall a5 they should have and that st twe or three
stations the trais had ran Yy, alilwugh he 414 not Xnow what
$he diffieulty was.

Conduotor Eent, of trais Ho. 16, stated thet the
firat intimation he had of ths sooldsnl wuad the sp-licatin of
the brekes. He also said that & test wag mede of the brakes
dafors sterting thls trir ahd thet they seesed t0 be wmorking

properly.

Ingineman Dorrlok, of extre 983, stated that when he
lert Benton Harbor he understood thet he was to aeet $ralin Bo.
16 bafore loawing tae double Srack ot Eliverside] spyronching
Eiveraide he was essisting his firemsn vwho wis 20 insxperienced
man asd overliooksd the faat thot train Ho. )€ had ot possed.
He 2aid that there wes nothing iz the mMlea whieh —equires
traics 0 &vop ad Riverside unless sigunlled to deino and that
treins reglster ot this station by neens of & 8lip whieh the
scendustor throwse off, prosalilng Riverside there zre two
hlghwey erossinge and perrick ateted thul bhe sounded
siiatle for Doth of these, The switoh st the end of the
double traok was in the olear poeition snd the opsrstor
glgnelled hin to proceed. He left Elverside st 2 speed of
shout 15 or 20 miles en Bour and azfter polng sbhout 10 osy lengihs
on the single Lrack, 1t suddm ocourred to him thet trsin Mo,
18 bad not passed. He them eplisd the brskes 1o saergeney,
efter whieh he ssw train Ho. 18 He stofoed that the brekes
woried properly aid he susoleded In reduciang the speed of hias
train o © or & miles su hour vhen the sullisioa cecurred,. HRe
tho he oould see the headlicht of trainm Ho, 1€ 2 d4istanoe
of sbout 10 our lengths, Englnemsn Deryick further ateted that
ho was plonning on getting to Fatervilet for trein Ho. 6 snd that
this treln ses more on bis mind than was train Ho. 18,

Piremen Luce, of extra 928, ststed that he expeoted
Bis traim would zeot Hrain Ho. 16 22 Blversids and upoen reaching
that station sup osed thet train Ho. 18 bhad deen met, The
ginesan asked him about the siguel snd switol and he told him
that the switoh wes lined u; and thoet the egent had given hinm a
rrocesd signsl with his leatern, He stated further thst he
was putting in & Tire between the statiom end the point of
apsident and that the head Drakenan who was killed in the cole
lision was the first to see tyaln No., 18, 228 el ed cut to the
mginenen, ®Here she cones,” He falt the air bdeing applied




w & -

frosm the rear of the treio and st sboul the sane tine the
cagineman applicd the brakes, but oot until after train Hoe 16
bad beadn sec. Flremen Luce further atsted that =t the tine of
the ocoliizion the spesd ofF the irvein hed boeen redussd frum about
76 mlles sn bour 2 chout B or & milez an bhour.

Conduotor Stowe, of extrs 825, stated Lbat whem he
received the t¥ain orders ond slearsnce on d ot Denton Harbor, he
gave ooples to the enzinesan, MWt 314 mot weit to heve kim resd
thes sloud aud starteod back 0 ses IF Lthe tyrain wems peady o
ghart. Ee stated thut ¢ of $he orrivel of his tralp st Rivere
side, vhen the luvoomotive wes zbout in front of the ﬁtatiﬁ and
the ooboose, In whish he wes riding, war sbout £0 eur lengths
thevelrom, he atopped oul on to the resy ;iztfora o see it
train Bo. 18 was ooming om 0 the Scuble tresok. ot seelng it,
Be wenl into the seboose and applied the drakes; he stnted thst
be 414 not open the welve wide ut firat, but orened 1t <ulte &
Jlttle sad then after solnpy o shors distance Purther, he openod
it wide. He thouzhi that the tvrain had ston;od or nearly so
when the collision creurred.

Besor Drskemsn Laywaag of extra 988, stats’l thal he
wed ridins on tse resr of the troian lcoking for signsle se h'a
treln speroeched Hiverside. “hes the eshoose was about 20

oar lensthe soutr of the stutd the condustor, knowlng that
trein Ho. 16 bed mot passed, applied the alr brakes. The bhirakee
man gtatod that he then went oyt an to the recr platforn end sow
the aporastor giving otor signels snd ke told the comiuotor. ia
the onboose pas.ed the operator, the operator toll him to stop
the traln guicXly end he rvepliad that the sir wss all onpa

Operstor indras ot Diverside ststed that pricr to the
errivel of extre 324, the awlich at the north end of the loudle
track was set for southbound movesents spd thet the train order
signel indlioated cleer. He stated thst e extra 955 approsched,
the enginemsan sounded the shistle oanlling for ihe owitodly end he
steped over to the opposite side of the irsck from the ststion,
opaned tho switeh, and gove & prooceed signel. ¥hile in the sobt of
sharowing the switeh, he heard the dispatober calling zsnd ss soon
&8 he oould get into commumiontion with the dlspetosher he was
agked 1f extre 920 hed srrived to whileh he replied, *Yes, they
are polng bve" The operzior then understood the dispatoher
to say, ®"Otop them,™ and he Jusped through the window and uade
overy «fTort %0 stop them, He further strxted thnt he Knee
thut trein Ho, I8 wsa late bDut 414 not knov how such. He also
saié vhaet noythbound treing sompetines stop to replster at
Fiweraide Lut that somstimes they were eleered of the register
by orders reoeived ot Benton Barbor.
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This sesident was casused by the feilure of extra 925
to walt a8t the end of the double treck st Riverside for trulsn
Hos 16 which ses overdue, for whish Euglneman Derrick apnd Cole
dugtor Stowe were ressonzidle, The englinemar sdmitisd that
he overlooked thiz train.

Ruleas 83 and 83{b) governing the movements of trains
on the Pere Harquette Pslilwsy reed 28 foliowss

"85, £ trein must pot leave its indzlzl stetion
or sny division {or subdivisicm) or & Junetiun, or
pass froz double S0 single trmek, until 1t hss been
ascetulned rhelher sll treins dus, wilech are superior,
or of the sanc elass, have arrived or left."

*g3{b), Conductors and cuginemen of all trains
Bust, usless otherwise provided, exsrine reglster
bookz st sush stetions and odielir the informaticn Yo
guired by Bule 835, Tiis iaformatlon will be furnished
ths enginemen by the condustor on Form 196."

Agoording to these yules extrs 925 should have stop ¢f 8% Rivere
side hefors pesaive Troo the double to the 2inle trsck at that
t end ssoertaloed whether or mot =11 southbound trnine due
ragsed. Extre 928% running orders oontsined iaformation
that =11 treins due st Elverside up 1o 5.80 pe.. hod passed that
point, and thie mee cogested by the conductor and engineman
568 ruiiwving then of the obligation #0 oheok the registery and
this appesyrs to heve beon customary practice st this -olag,
alﬁhaggk there 45 no rule or bulletir order speeifically
autiiorizing 1t. Traiz H0. 16 $2 scheduled to pas Riverside st
€410 pule 2nd extre 955 pussed there about .38 [.i. Hed
Ingineman Derrick not held an order that all tralas up to 5.50
Paltie haive psased Riveprside, he would 4in nll probability heve
oboarved the requiresent of rule 83{1) znd brousht nis train
%0 & stop before leasving the doulle track, By & general hulies
tin fesued Horon 16, 1914, employers sre directed thats

*the time table, book of rules, genersl orders

end general notises must be rigidly obeerved, and

the clalm of Youstomery prectioe” st varisnce thore-
with will not be eoospted uz an extuse for violation.”

It would weem that the preetice of clearing the register
at Rivergide by trein order, and aceepting such order as sulhority
to ress froa double to single treck without atagfing, {z st
varience «13h the direeticn of rulez 83 end 83{d}, in the sbseuce
of say rale or btulletin specifically authorizisog sueh jrectise,
In any event, hed the requlrements of rules 8% and 83{b) bduen
rigldly observed there 18 no reeson to Believe that thiz secidemt
would have coourred.
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EPaginenan Derrlek eantered the service of the Pere
Karouette Hallwmy Jompeny 2s & fireman in Pebruary, 1901, sad
mw&mﬁinﬁ&wﬁarmsm » ﬁ@mﬁmi ad 28 Mive
man in ﬁ&awer vember, 1909 wes Lromoled to

SATGIRAE . § iﬂ? M s set &a«ax to riring Tor e

efinite od but wmﬁ rights as engloeman sgein is
August, 1917, Condustor Stove eantered the service as s dDrekesan
in August, 19{}5, and wae promoted te conduotor In Hovember, 1911,

At Lhe time of the seollent the orew of extrs 92E
had m of duty 1 hour and 40 sinutes, prior to which the
posinemen und firesan hed been of7 duty 17 hours and 45 ninutes
m& th& rezainder of the srew 1v %mm-a and &5 ninntes.
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