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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMFISSION 

REPOFT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED CM THE 
PERE MARQUETTE RAILWAY NEAR PETOSKEY, MIOH., ON 
SEPTEMBER 27, 1929 

January 23, 1930 
To the Commission: 

On September 27, 1929, there was a head-end col­
lision betvean two freight trains on the Pere Ma.rqu.ette 
Railway, near Petos/ey, Mich. , which resulted m the 
death of two employees and the injury of six employees. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on Sub-Division 6 of the 

Chicago-Petoskey Division, which extends between Boardman 
and Bay View, L'ich. , a distance of 79.02 miles, and is a 
single-track line over which trains are operatea by time­
table and train orders, no block-signal system being in 
use. The accident occurred at a point approximately 2 
miles south of Petos^ey, approaching this point from the 
north there is a 4 ° curve to the r i P h t 1,026.3 feet m 
length, from which point the track is tangent for a dis­
tance oi 442.2 feet, followed by a 3° curve to the left 
812.5 feet m length, the accident occurring on the last 
mentioned curve at a point 261.5 feet from its northern 
end. Approaching from the south the track is tangent for 
a distance of 2,527 feet, followed by the curve on which 
the accicent occurred. The grade at the point of accident 
is 0.4 oer cent ascending for southbound trains. O^ing to 
an embankment on the inside of the curve on which the 
accident occurred, the view had by engine crews of south­
bound trains is restricted to a b o u t 520 feet ana that of 
northbound trains is limited to about 610 feet. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred at about i.56 p.m. 

Description 
Southbound engine 282, hauling a caboose, was run­

ning as an extra tram and was m charge of Conductor 
Ely and Engmeman Llertes. At Fetoskey, 0.99 mile south 
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of Bay View, the c rev received a conv of train oraer No. 
247, Form 31, reading as follows 

"Eng 282 run extra PexosKev to 
Eoardnan with right over extra. 
372 north ^ait pt Petoskey 
until five 500 PM Larson until 
five forty 540 PK for extra 372 
north" 

Extre 283 departed from Petoskey at obout 4.53 p. n. , and 
shortly aftermcro's it coll idea vith extra 372 while 
traveling pt a speea variously estimated to hgve been 
fron 2 to 20 rules per hour. 

Northbound freight tram extra 372 consisted of 
eight cars and a caboose, hauleo by engine 372, and 
was in charge of Conductor Dobson and Engineman Mcrkham. 
The crew received a conv of tram oroer No. 247, Form 
31, previously cnoxed, at Charlevoix, 15.44 miles south 
of Petoskey, ano left thot point at 3 40 o.m., departed 
from Lam^on, 3.4 miles south of Petoskey, at 4.52 o.m., 
rccoicimg to the tr<?iu ere™, and was pporoaching Petoskey 
when it collided with ex era 283 while traveling at a speed 
vanouslv estimated to have been between 20 and 60 nules 
per hour 

The l^nact forced extra 33? bacJcwara a distance 
of 165 feet out did not derail che engine, althnn"^ it was 
badly aaifged, H he rear truck of the caooose "ras derailed. 
Engine 373 was entirelv derailed but remained uorig.it, and 
it also was badlv dam^Qea, The te^aer ccro to rest stead­
ing on its for' ard end, with tno rear end against the boil­
er hoed. The first car m this train was aemolishea end 
the second cer was derailed and cumeued. The emolovees 
killed î ere the engmeman and het?d brakenan of extra 372, 
and the employees injured were the rear brekeman of extra 
373 ana the entire crew of extra 282. 

Summary of evidence 
Engineman Kertes, ox extra 382, stated that he was 

celled to leave Petoskey at 5 p.m., and that while m 
the ceboose awpiting the arrival of northbound train No. 
1, which he knew was aue at that oomt at 4.55 -o.m., the 
conductor delivered to him a cn^v of train oraer ?To. 247. 
His tram was s tending in the south end of the yard and 
shortly after tram No. 1 passed, he pulled out on the 
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n e m track, waited un*1"I the brakemen closed the switch, 
ana then continued southward without noting the tine of 
departure. Ke estimated the speed of his tram at 35 
nilos per hour as it approached the point of acciaent 
ana when he saw the apuroaching tram, he shut off steam 
but aia not remember whether he applied the brakes. After 
the accident he-leaked at his watch and it was then 4.58 
p.m., but his watch was 20 aeoonca slow, Engineman m&rteis 
farther stated tnat 3.1 though. Doth he and the oonfluumor 
read the order to each other at the time it was del-iv^rerl 
to him, he failed to remember that it required tois tram 
to wait at Petoskey until 5 cm., and at Lamson until 
5.40 p.m. 

Fireman Weaver, of extra 282, stated that he read 
and understood tram order No. 247 before leaving Petoskey. 
He did not know at what time his tram departed from that 
point, but about one or two minutes after train IIo. 1 
passed, the head brakeman opened the m a m line switch and 
gave them a proceed signal. Fireman leaver then started 
working on tne fire and continued to do so until ]ust be­
fore the collision occurred; when the engineman applied 
the brakes, the fireman jumped from the gangway of the 
engine. Immediately after the accident he looked at his 
watch ana saw that it was 4.56.30, but he ™as not certain 
that this time was entirely correct as he had not compared 
nis watch with, a standard clock before departing, ana had 
not compared it with any member of the crew. He also said 
he did not know whether the conductor and engmeman had 
reed the oraer involved, but that Ha en he read it ae re­
marked "five o'clock Petoskey and 5.40 Lamson," no mention 
of the oraer was made cn route. 

Heaa Brakemen Wilkms, of extra 282, read the orders 
before his tram entered the maun track at Petoskey and 
understood they were requirea to "rai t at that point un­
til 5 p.m. After the exriv&l of trcm No. 1, ne vras 
instructed by the engmeman to open the m a m track switch, 
he complied with theae instructions, closed the switch 
after the train ™?s on the w i n track, and then ga-re a 
proceed signal, after which he boarded the caboose. He 
aia not remember of anything being said concerning the 
vgit order after leaving Petoskey, and saio he <T?E riding 
m the cupola of the caboose as the tram approached the 
point of accident and that on account of his position on 
the outside of the curve he did not see the opposing 
tram. Head Brakeman "Wilkms T-ras aware that trein ITo. 1 
was due at Petoskey at 4.55 p.m., but aid not know at what 
time it arrived on the day of the accident and he failed 



-4-
to check the time of departure cf his own tram. Shortly 
after the accident, hen ever, ne noted that it was 5.02 
p n , and Vans convinced him that his tram had departed 
before the time epecifiea m the wait order. 

Condactor Ely, of extra 282, stated that tram 
order Mo. 247 was maae comolete at 4.22 p.m., but thtt he 
dia not deliver it to tie engmeman until about 4.50 or 
4.52 p.m., and the engmeman, who wa<5 in the caboose at 
the time, read it bpcic to him, Conductor Ely also informed 
the engmeman that tram No. 1 7'rc>s on time. The conduc­
tor aid lot know how much time elapsed after the arrival 
of train Nc. 1 before his own tram departed, neither did 
he Know the time at which his tram departed, while due 
to his being rendered unconscious as a result of the col­
lision he was uncble to determine the time of its occur­
rence. 

Brakenan Sherwood, of extra 282, stated tnat before 
leaving Petoskey he read back tram order No. 247 to 
the conductor and a„lso heard the engmeman read it to 
nim. Tram No. 1 nassed the point where their train was 
standing m the south end of the yard at 4.55 o.m., and 
he then startea retting his markers ready ana did not 
know at wiat time his tram departed, oaying no further 
attention to the time until eight or nine minutes- after 
the accident, at which time it"was then 5.08 p.m. He esti­
mated the speed of his tram as it approached the point 
of accident at 20 or 22 miles per hour, and thought that 
the air brakes, ivhich were applied just prior to the ac­
cident, reduced the soeed to not r»ore than. 2 miles ner 
hour. 

Fireman 3rown, of extra 372, stated that they re­
ceived a. cony of train order Nc. 2^7 at Charlevoix end 
that his tram proceeded to Lamson pnd there cleared the 
m a m track for tram No. 1, which passed that tioint at 
4.46 p m. , the schedule shows tram No. 1 as due by 
Lenson at 4.57 p.m. His tram then moved out on tne 
m a m trcck and departed at 4.52 o.m. He had just kicked 
U D nis snovel nreoarstorv to outting in a fire "rhen the 
engmeman aoolied the brakes end shouted a earning. Eire-
man Brown jumped lmieoietely and W A S slightlv aezed by his 
fall, but as soon as he regained his opines are he com­
pared time with his conductor < no t ! ,T t'.en 4.53 p.m. 
It was his opinion thai :he ~ jeeu ci his train ^as be­
tween 50 ano 60 miles per hour at the time of tne ac­
cident. Fireman Brown also sa.io. tnat he was a promoted 
man, that he is familiar with the rule which permits 



freight trains to follow rjcssenrer trams with ceution 
after the exairetion Ovf lb minutes, and tnat und&r tJvie 
rule his train should not have left Lsmson until 4.5? 
p.m. He aid not call the engmeman's attention to it, 
hut insteL d w Qen the tram was dec-prting, he remarked 
to the engmeman that the time was very short and they 

would have to harrv. 
Conductor Dobson, of extra 372, stated that before 

starting on this trro, he and the engmeman compared 
time with a standard clock. Train Ho. 1 passed him 
at Lamson at 4.47 p m. , end his own tram left that 
point at 4.52 p.m , wnich allowed them eight minutes m 
which to reach Petoskey on the ™eit order for extra 282. 
The accident occurred at 4.56 o.m., ana shortly after its 
occurrence he cornered watches with Engmeman Merces and 
Fireman Brom and it was then 4.58 p.m. He estimated the 
sneed of nis tram at the time of the accident at 25 
rules per hour. Conductor Dobson also knew that under 
the rules, freight t T a m s on the Petoskey Division are 
not nermitted to follow passenger trains until the expira­
tion of 10 minutes, but took no action to see that tnis 
rule was comnlied "'ith. 

Rear Brakeman Price, of extra 372, stated that al­
though he had read train orcer No. 247, he paid no parti­
cular attention to the time at which tram No. 1 passed 
Lamson or the time at which his own tram departed from 
that point, but I T S of the opinion they had ample time 
m which to reach Petoskey and comely with the wait or­
der. Tile rear brakeman " & 5 riding m the caboose when 
the collision occurred ana the shock caused him to be 
thrown, but as soon as he regained nis feet he noted 
the time as 4.57 p.m., he w 8 S not certain as to the 
speed of his tram at the time of the acciaent, but 
thought it was between 20 ana 30 miles per hour. 

Conclusions 
This accident Tgg caused by failure to obev a wait 

order, for which tho entire crew Qf extra 282 is respon-
slble. 

The evidence indicates that tram order No. 247, 
reouirmg extra 282 to w ?it at Petoskey until 5 p.m., 
was received and read by all members of the crew of 
extra 282. Shortly after northbound tram No. 1 passed 
through the south ena of the yard, extra 282 pulled out 



on the mam track and proceeded southward without any 
of the employees noting the time at which their own 
tram departed, the engineman said he could not 
remember that part of tne order requiring him to wait 
et Petoskey until 5 p.m., and all of the other members 
of the crew seen to have left it to the engineman. No 
adequate reason could be developed to explain the failure 
of all of these employees to pay more attention to the 
proper oerformance of their duties. 

Under special instructions contained m the time­
table, it is provided that, except m automatic block-
signal territory, freight trams are permitted to follow 
passenger trams unaer caution, after the expiration of 
10 minutes, while rule 91 of the operating rules, re­
quires following movements to keep 10 minutes soart ex­
cept when closing uo at stations. It apoea.rs tnat trem 
No. 1 passed Lamson at 4.46 or 4.47 p m., and thot extra 
372 departed from that pomt at 4.52 p.m., instead of 
waiting the required 10 minutes. The crew of extra 372 
was familiar with the soacmg rules, and had they wanted 
at Lamson until 4.56 or 4 57~p.m., there would not have 
been sufficient time for them to attempt to reacn Petoskey 
before the time specified m the w r i t order, 'Thick wgs 5 
p.m. , and m this event the acciaent xirould not hove 
occurrea. 

The employees involved wore experiencea men and 
at the time of the accident none of them had been on duty 
m violation of any of tho provisions of the hours of 
service law. 

Respectfullly submitted, 
W.P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


