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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OP THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY RE 
INVESTIGATION OF All ACCIDENT WIIICH OCCURRED ON THE 
PERE MARQUETTE RAILWAY AT lie GREW JUNCTION, MICHIGAN, 

ON JULY 25, 1930. 

September 11, 1930. 

To the Commis s1on: 

Or. July 25, 1930, there was a side collision 
between a light engine and a yard engine, handling two 
cars, on the Pere Marquette Railway at McGrew Junction, 
Mich,, which resulted in the death of one employee. 

Location and method of operation 

kcGrew Junction la located on Subdivision No. 1 
of the Toledo-Ludington Division; there are two yards at 
this point, tho tracks extending north and south, the new 
yard being located north of the old yard. To the east of 
these yards and running parallel their entire length are 
a running track and southbound and northbound main tracks, 
respectively, and at about the center of the old yard lead 
track, which connects the tv/o yards, there are threo cross­
overs leading from the lead track through to the north­
bound main track. The accident occurred at the fouling 
point between the load and running tracks. A coal clock is 
located adjacent to the running and main tracks at a 
point approximately 2,090 feet south of the north switch 
of the crossover involved. The grade is level and the 
yards ore lighted by flood lights. 

It was dork, and the weather was clear at the 
time of the accident, which occurred ebout 8:20 p. m. 

De scriptjon 

The light engine involved w\.s engine 143, headed 
south, which had arrived at McGrew Junction, hauling 
southbound extra 1-13, and was rJn charge of Engineman 
Ettor and Fireman LoRoy. After set Ling off the train on 
track 9 of tho new yard, engine 143 proceeded southward 
through the lor.d track and crossovers to the coal dock, 
whore coal and wator woro token, the engine returning to 
tho new yard preparatory to picking up a train from track 
5. A yc-rd engine was doing some work on this track, how­
ever, and engine 143 was again moved south to the clear­
ance point on the first crossover, between the lead track 
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ana the rutin ino. track, elecr of the load track. 
After stand In;; tho^e about six or oi^ht riinutos 
Engiicman El tar saw a back-up signal givon by his 
brakeman, and think-5113 it woe intended for him lie 
startod hd e engine hi ckwarcl, bat had, moved it only 
1 short dj stance whon xt collided, with online 1320, 
which 1,1/as moving southword on the old. load tr-ck. 

Yard ongmu 1320, headed north \nd hauling 
two cars, i.cs In charre of Conductor Aspin and Enginc-
vion I.oiit̂ oiacry. TIi5.ii onrirc wee caching from track 5 
to the lo:d crack with tie intention of going to the 
old yard, and was sidcswlpod by engine 143 while 
travel ina; at a epeod eotiimtod to have been between 2 
and 6 milGL per hoar. 

The tender of online 143 struck the t.ndor of 
cnajiiio 1520 about 7 feet < rom the rear on Its right 
eido; evidently cn~i_ac 1-.3 lad etoppoc" at this point and 
cn 05no 1320 continued to baxk up, raking the side of the 
tender and resulting in rijit ejde of the cab being 
crushed ao^inst the boiler head. Hoi trior engine was 
derailed. The nployco killed \,ao the onlinerian of 
0 1 1 ~ in 0 1320. 

Summary of ovldoncc 

Engineman Ettor, of engine 143, stated that 
he received a b. ck-up al.pa_l from Br._kc.nnn Spaulding; 
he n^tod that the switch showed a yellow indication 
and backed up after he ving received a second back-up 
eigne 1, and h-t moved about 50 foot when his engine 
collided \;lth enriac 1320. As he started to back up, ho 
sa1 his f;reman looking out of his window, but did not 
LIE"r him o.y en/tliinj,. He sew the rear one1 of the tender 
of o±r_ino 1320 just before tho engines collided, applied 
th^ brake.- by mc aim of the Independent orako, reversed 
tho engine arid used eteem. Ei 'omcji LoRoy eaid that 
clurina, tno time uioy stood on una croeeov^r, he was en­
gaged In lookin, cftor the lire, and just as his engine 
started to back up h. putt.m~ on the Inspirator, 
he sai on 0:nu 1?20 L ~ roe china, nd C E L L E D to the engine-
ran, but by thai time the late r wee applying the brakes. 

Ileal Jr^ke ian S-jauldma;, of on 3 m o 1&3, stated 
that when hie online ,ato_, ̂ d on the crossover to clee_r 
fcr enr.inc 1320 he etocd about three car-lengths north 
of oneiric 143, on tne rest aide of the old yard lead 
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tr-cck opposite tho switch, and watched the movement of 
engine 1320 on track 5 until it started to move toward 
him; ho lined tho switch for engine 1320 to move 
tnrough tho load track southward and gave then a hack-
up signal. At tho time he threw the switch, he 
noticed that tho signal indicrtion was green, at which 
tine engine 1320 was about six car-lengths distant and 
traveling at a speod of about 6 miles por hour. Just 
prior to giving tho signal, he noticed that engine 143 
was stanSing into clear, and ho did not again look to­
ward that engine. 

Fireman Young, of engine 1320, stated that 
after doing some work in the new yard, they were in­
structed by the conductor to pull into the old yard 
load -crack and go to supper. Eo looked ahead and saw 
that the highway crossing, which is located approxi­
mately 2j30 foet north of the point of accident, was 
clear and notified the ong in onion to that effoct. The 
switch lights showed a groen indication and he then 
heard a scraping noise. Fireman Young crossed to tho 
ongmeman's side and saw that tho two engines had 
collided, called to the onginennn to look out, and 
jumped from his own side of the cab. Ho thought his 
engine had been traveling at a speed of about 2 miles 
per hour. 

Conductor Aspin, of yard engine 1320, stated that 
after completing th@ir Wofck in the new yard they started 
toward the old yard lead track. Conductor Aspin was 
riding on the front footboard on the englncman's side of 
engine 1320 and when they reached tho highway crossing 
he got off. Engine 143 was then standing into clear on 
the crossover, but when the tender of engine 1320 had 
passed the tender of en3ino 143 obout 6 or 8 feet, engine 
143 started to back up and sideswipod engine 1320, Con­
ductor Aspin stated that the switches wore lined for the 
load track; ho did not ^mow whether or not tho rear head­
light on engine 1520 was burning, but the engine bell was 
ringing when it passed over tho highway crossing. He 
est 1R.1N.ted tho speed of his sngme to have been ab^ut 3 or 
4 nil03 per hour. 

Switchman LoRoux, of engine 1320, stated that 
ho was riding on 'cop of the box car next to the engine, 
end when they were at v point about 450 feet north of 
the switch leading from the old yard lead track to track 
1, or tho running trcck, he noted that the switch 
showed a yellow Indication and immediately afterward was 
changed to a groen indication, but he did not know who 
threw the SYiritch.. At this tine engine 143 was standing 
into clear on the crossover and the rear light on this 
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cnginc \,as burning. Ho did not sec ony signals given, 
and estimated tie speed of his engine to have been 
about 4 miles per hour. The statements of Switchman 
Bolgcr, who was riding on tho laddor of this box car, 
brought out nothing of importance. 

Conclusions 

Tills accident was caused by tho mis interpre­
tation of a hand signal, 

Rulo 7-A, of tho operating rulos, reads as 
follows: 

"Employees giving signals must locate 
thornselves so cs to bo plainly seen 
give signals in a manner to bo read­
ily understood, and use the utmost 
care to avoid taking wrong signals. 
Until both conductor and ongincman 
kno\ that o signal is given for then, 
they must not move their train," 

The evidence indicates that Engineman Etter saw 
his Urakoman givo tho back-up signal to tho crow of 
engine 1320, but in some way, instead of complying with 
the rule quoted, ho reached the erroneous conclusion 
that tho signal was intended for tho movorient of his own 
onglno, and proceeded to start the movement he thought 
was dosired, without cscorraining from the firemen if tho 
way wrs clear, rlthough his own view was obstructed by 
the tender of his engine, Tho weight of evidence also 
indicated that tho switch lamp was displaying a green 
Indication, and not a yellow indication, before engine 
143 startod to novo back through the crossover. 

The employees involved wore experienced won, and 
at the tine of chc eecidont none of thorn had been on 
cuty in violation of nny of tho provisions of the hours 
of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ff. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


