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IK M IKT^TIGATIOK OF AN ACCIDMt 'uiXCEL OCCURRED OK THE PSFI 
ÂBCWITTF EATLROAP NEAP BRITWEP, :*ICH. , 

Ort A'&SM&T 20, 1919* 

October 14i 1919. 

On August 20, 1919» there was a head-end col l i sion be­
tween a sa»sa*i*?er tmin <*N& a #yei<<*h\t tr»ln on ths "Pare Marquette 
Heilroad neer B-ltner, ^Ich., which resulted In the death of 5 
employees and 1 *n«.ll cleric -ssl the injury o* 34 *)8*3enger« and 3 
emnloyeos* After Investigation of this accident, tho Chief of 
the Bureau of Safety submit3 the following report: 

The *iocid*nt occurred Sub-division 5 of tho Chloago-
Petoskey Division, vdiica Is a sin* l^-trsok line extend Inn "between 
Grand Rapids and Traverse City, Ml oh., a Slstaaca of 147*6 miles. 
No block si^nnls are In uan, trains being operated by ti»*e table 
end tr<.In orders. A, >roachlng thi ->oint of collision from the 
south there is 3,230 feet of tangent traek, followed "by a 2-degre« 
curve t. the l e f t 1,770 feet tn length., Th® collision occurred <m 
thi* curve about 1,70 feet n?rth of I ts southern ond • Approaching 
from the north there is 4*250 feet of tangent traok followed by 
the ciirre above mentioned. On the inside of this ourve Is a bluff 
40 feet in height, '"hi oh restricted the viaw »cr-ss Inside 
of ths curve to ebout 600 feet. 

v i th the exception of 2,?00 feet of level treok, the grade 
Is &p jroximfttely l£ descending for northbound trains for a die-
tan ce of nearly 4 nl 1 e.*. I t ic t.ien level for ©bout 1,400 feet 
followed "by 350 feet of slightly deseeding *rode to the point of 
collision. A^jroEching froti tht opposite direct!cm t!?ere is S,500 
feet of m8f ascending grade and 2,6*>0 fast of ,1% ascending 
grade to the point of cci-ipion. 

-cuthbovnd rasgenjarer train *o. 6, ©n routs from >Vtoskey 
to Chioa^o, consisted of one combination sail and express oar, one 
comb!notion Hacking oar, on© coach, and one parlor ear, hauled by 
angina 336, and wrr in charge of Conductor ^wena and Hnginemaa 
Gage, It left Bay Yiev, one raile' north of Peteekey» at Bi 32 a» m., 
on t i^e , nessed Boerdraaa, the last open telegraph offioe, at 115 32 
a, on tine, and at about lli/^O a. m*, collided with north­
bound extra 362 et G point about 4,5 siilea &outh of Eoardsian, or 
1.6 allec north of Eeitnar, while traveling at a spaed ealicated 
to have been about 35 or 40 miles cn hour* 

?*orthbound freight train extra 362 consisted of 11 ©are and 
a caboose, hauled ty engine 362, sad was in charge of Conductor 
Heubecker and isnglnemas JSlflhasy* I t passed Grawn, th« last open 
telegraph offlea, at 11.31 6. a., vith no orders relative to train 
No. 6, aB<? collided with the train while traveling at ft speed 
estimated to have bean about 25 I'-iles an hour* 
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The roesenger engine was turned elaost completely around, 
but remained upright* The cl^tp-n of the tender wis torn from 
i t s frame, while the ooffi.blne.tion wail and exnresa oar was tele­
scoped B l i t t l e over ha l f i t s length. The b o i l e r of the freight 
cn ine was torn from i t s frame and came to rest diagonally across 
the track. Its rear and rested on top of the rear and of the 
passenger ermine, utiila it*; forward and rested on about the oenter 
of the anderfrsnsiae of the combination mail and baggage car* The 
tender of the freight en.-ine and the first fire cars of extra 362 
were destroyed. The forward trucks of the sixth oar were derailed, 
the rer.'-indor of t*e t rr in being intact. Both engine orews and 
the heed br^emen of the frei'-bt tr^in were the employees killed. 

Conductor Nenbeoker, of extra 3^2, ststed thu t tfce flag­
men gave nroeeed signal*? ae the veriousr BtPtlons were massed, in ­
cluding Gra-wn* Approaching Beitner they were talking about the 
speed and he told the flagssn he jid not think i t was over 25 miles 
an hour, Tha *"ltu -an t,v:ou?at the speed ves incressih^ and tried 
the ??r a l i t t le to make sura tret I t V I E in working order. After 
peeing ^i^ner h-9 vr̂ s talking v ith the flagman about a switch 

having been removed from tfcat Bolnfc, en^ ebout htrdline; a train on 
the grade, about v.r.ich ti&e the t -o l lHlon occurred, lie looked 
up, sav a boiler stein? i a the eir and thought i t hsd exploded, not 
realizing th t h ir t r : i n h>. d <ollided vith tr <ln ijo. 6 until he 
left the caboceo. lie <-teted he hsd entirely forgotten the passen­
ger train. lie ertlneted the see^d of hit tral.a to utve been about 
25 miles sr nour, pui* sdj? he hsd not f e l t any application of the 
e i r brefrc? prior t? th> cullls-ion. 

FlagT.on ?«eti? r-trted th't t i eecn station h « had passed 
signals to the heed bcaka^en, I ho riding on the engine* The 
conr'vetor fe>d finished i>U -scrk v..en tut tr in wst passing Grawn 
an<* the two of thesi * ent i n the cupola of the caboose, the con­
ductor on ttie left side and the flagman on tlae ri&nt side. They 
then began to talk about their v?ork and about operating trains 
•when conning up t\@ ^rtda* He then asked the conductor If he did 
not think they were traveling rathei fas t do*a l i l l l and the con­
ductor *&ld he did not think ao* Tue fiagaan t iaa resarked that 
he wan %olng to we ten the engine to see if tha ©ngineman whistled 
for brakes, thou ht the a peed wa«i e l i t t le aAcasair* on ac­
count of there h?5vin^ been noma nrevloua trouble with the s i r pump* 
lie tried the e i r , but found i t to bo a l l rlgnt, while the conductor 
used trie retaining valve and held the train a l i t t le *oia-' dom 
the h i l l . **e next sar the enrino r i s ing in the s i r et tae time 
the collision occurred, he steted he had entirely forgotten train 
No. 61 a,: ha v/b". paying -vre attention t o train No. 1, Hnich was 
follo'-lnf' hi** ov:n train. 

Conductor Owens, o f tra in A o . 6, stated tiut a© felt an 
F.p-'licitIon of ths br^es, followed ?*lT<ost i ^ e d l a t e l y by th* col­
lision. He estimated the a,?ead et the time to have bean aoout 35 
or 40 wile? u hour. Baggage Xester Auseon stated that only a few 
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secouda elapsed set^een the time j y brakes were applied aad the 
time of the collision. His «tateroents were corroborated fey Bra.'ieuen 

sec, vrtio p-l"o stated be thought tne sr>eed was about 35 xiles 
hour. 

At the time sxtr* 3^2 ppsaed Spawn, th® operator on duty 
at t.-.at point h»d gone to dinner, intending to return In time for 
train Ho. he had been siven remission by the diaper toiler to 
o this t and vrtien he l e f t tne office l e f t the train order board 

in the clear position, Dispetcher Mitonell stated tn&t i t was 
about 11:44 or 11:45 when the operator celled hia and wanted 
to know about train Ko. 6, at the es*a@ time saying that tiie freight 
extra had r<aased. The dispatcher stated he then 5 joaed th-1 th© 
fr ight train Intended oinr to Beitner for train Ko» 6* 

This Accident wee caused by the crew in charge of extre 362 
overlooking- traia Ko. 6, a superior trsin, resulting in their 
train occupying the sain track on tho time of that train without 
«-=u hority or protection* 

Ingineman Eighmy m& employed as a fireman in 1904 and 
promoted to engineman in 1912, In Kovareber, 1913» he 7ms sus­
pended for 10 days for using tne main line against fen opposing 
train, and in March, 1917, he was suspended for 15 days for reapon-
s ib l l i ty in connection with a collision* Conductor Neubecker wes 
fitirloyed &s & switchman in October, 1892, roraoted to night ysr fl­
uster in November of the seme year, to general yerdnaater in 1902, 

end to trainmaster in liaroh, 1904* In June of the eerie year, he 
veer reduced to yardma&ter and in 1906 transferred to train service 
as a freignt conductor* he was suspended for 30 days in 1915 for 
falling properly to protect his train, ^asultln/: in a collision* 
Fiagtaan Peete waa eaployed as a braiceman in 191$* In June, 1918, 
he wae auaponded for 20 daya for violation of Use flagging rule. 

At the tlrae of the accident the crew of the freight train 
her* been on duty 1? hours and 10 minutes, nrior to which the con­
ductor had had nine hour^ off duty and tne engineman about 44 
hours off duty, whila the flagman had been off duty for several 
veeka* Ine craw of the ^essender trein had been on duty 3 hours end 
40 minutes, after having had 13 hours and 45 minutes off duty* 

o* y» l* 


