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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT *uICH DGCCURRED OK THE PERE
MARLTETTF RATLROAD NEAF BRUTWER, %ICH.,
B AULDST 20, 1919,

Oetober lA » 1919 -

On sugust 20, 1919, thers was s hesd-end collision be-
twesn = nassenger trein snd a frelcsnt trein on ths Pars Marguettie
Beilrosd neer Eeitner, ich,, which resulted in the desth of 5
emnloyees snd ) mall eolerk wmd the injury o* 34 -esaengers and 3
excloyecs, After investi-silon of thls smcoident, the Chisef of
the Bureen of Safety submits the following renord:

The anecldent vecurred on Sub~division 5 of the Chiocego-
Patoskey Divisisn, which 18 & =in: la-treok line extending between
Upand Ranide and verse City, Mich., 2 2latance of 147.6 miles.
Ho blook signslz &rs in use, trelps being opersted by time teble
end tr-in orders, A ,roaching tiatr -olnt of collision from the
south there is 3,230 feet of tanjent trsek, followed by = 2Z~.degrsee
curve t. the lel't 1,770 feet in length, Ths cvollislon ocourred on
thi= curve sbout 470 fest north of its souiloarn snd, Approsching
from tie pnorth thers iz 4,250 feet of teovent track followed by
the curve zhove mentloned, On the iusldle of thils curve [s a bluff
40 fast in helgnt, »hlch restricted tha view sercss the lnside
of ths curve to ebout H00 feet.

ith the excentlon of 2,200 faal of level track, the grade
is opsroximntely 1% descending for northbound treins for a dis-
tance of nearly 4 niles, It is %tasn level for shout 1,400 feet
Tollowed by 350 faet of slightly descending srade to tie point of
colllsion. J4A-posching from the cpponite direciion there 1z 2,500
feet of .8¢ szconding grede &nd 2,650 fest of ,1% azcending
grede to the polint of ocl_.irlen.

Ccuthbound -eszenger train Mo, 4, en route Trom Petoskey
ts Chicapo, conrclsted of one combinstion meil and ex rezs oar, one
combination smoking car, one coach, snd one parlor per, hauled by
engine 336, end wes in oharge of Comductor Ywens and Fuzineman
Upge, It left Day View, one mile ncrth of Peloskey, et 5:32 &, m.,
on tire, nessed Boerdman, the lest open telegreph offioce, at 11:32
Ge Mey On btime, arnd i ebout 11:40 . m., collided with north-
bound extre 362 st & polnt ebout 4.5 milea south of Boerdmen, or
1,6 milegs morth of Peitner, widlle treveliug vt & apeed esiineted
to have been about 35 or 40 miles on hour,

Forthbound frelght train extrs 362 consisted of 1l sara and
4+ geboose, neulsd by englne 30%2, znd was in cherse of Conductor
Heybecker znd lnglnemsn Elpghmy. I¢ pazsed Grewa, the least open
telegraph offlee, 2%t 11.31 &. me, »1libh no ordars relative io sraln
Ko. 6, and collided with the traln while trevellng at & speed
egtisated 1o heve beeu sbout 285 nlles an hour.
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The rocsenger engine was turned elmost completely around,
but remsined upright. The cistr-m of the tender was torn from
1ta frame, while the gombipetion muil snd exrress cer was G0le-
secoped n Little over helf 1ts length, The boller of the freizht
«f--1ne wes toras from ite frame and came to reest dissonally acraoss
the treck, Its reer and rested on tov of the resr end of the
passenger englne, while 1¢s forwerd end rested on ahout the canter
af the anderfrnme of the combinetion mall and beggege cer. The
tender of the frelght en-ine and the first five cars of extra 362
were destroyed. The forward trucks of the mixth par were derslled,
the rerrinder of the trein being Intect. RBoth engline crews and
the herd brekemsn o the frelsht traln were thie emplevees killed,

Conductor Neubsoiker, of sitre 302, stuted thrt the {lage

men gave nroceed =igneles re the verlous stetions were pasced, in-
cludins OGrewn. Apovrosehing Beltner they were tslkinz about the
spead and he told the flagmen he i1d4 not think 1t weo over 25 mlles
sn hour, The *lur 83 thourat the speed wes lneressing and tried
the =iy a little to meke sure tvhet 1t war In <orking order. After

esaing Teltner he was talklny vith the flagman sbout & swlteh
having beem removed from tret vnolint, snd shout Lerdling & trein on
the grede, cbtout vweleh ftine the collfilon ocourred. He looked
ups 2w £ boller geiny in the eir =né thought 1t bhed exploded, not
realizing bt hir trodp o @ colllécd with tr-lsz YKo, 6 until he
left the cabucec. e rtzted he rad entirely forgsiten Lhe pessen~
ger train., He ertimeted the mre-4 of hi: trals to wave been ebout
25 miles =71 pour, rof 2232 he had not felt say sppliestion of the
glr brekes prisr t7 the ¢2lilrion.

MLagmon Feetz ~teted Ll ol erca stetion e kad pessed
slgnal: to the heed deskemen, 2o waz rldins on tie sngipe. The
confrctor hed finished bic work w_.em tae tr 1n wee passing Grawn
end the tws of then vent ln the cupcle of the gahoose, the con-
duotor on the lefti slde and the flagman on the rignt side., They
then Yauan tc talx about thelr work and abtout cpersting trains
when coming s the areds, He then esked the venduutior LIf he 214
not tilnk they were trsvoling rather fast down &ill ané ohe cone
ductor =ald he &id nov think s0. Tie flegmen tiaen remarked that
Le wes zoinz to wetcn the envine to see if the enzinsmun whistled
Tor breakes, «e thou ht the speed wan g llttie excesalve on ze-
count of there hsving heen some nrevious trouble wlith the elr pump.
He tried the eir, but found it to be all rigald, while tuec conductor
used tns retrining valve and held the trsin a littlie solne Jovm
the hill. +“& next aaw the enrine risinz ir the eir st tie time
the collislon occurred., He stated he had antlrely forgotten traln
Ko, &, a2 hs wa= zeylng aore attention to traln No. 1, wnlch wasg
folloeine his ovn train,

Condunetor Owena, of truin do. 6, steted thet ne felt =n
eplicetion of tie Dreves, followed =l ost iImmedlrtely by the cole
l1sion. He estimated the =zsesd £t the time to hsve been anout 315
er 40 mlles u- hour. 3Bageege Mester Auseon atated tiszt only s Tew
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asconds elsmsed cetween the time ‘he brskes were ajplied and the
time of the collision. Hiz atatements wers ccrroborated by Braceusn
He. sen, who Alwo stated he thought tue sneed was about 35 miles

£ hour,

At the tlme sxtr= 362 pesszed Crewn, the gperator on duty
at ti.at point head gone to dinner, intending to return in time for
traln Ko. 6, e bed been ziven rermlasion by the dlapetcher to
o this, and when he left the office left the trsin order bLosrd
in the clecr position. Dispetcher ¥Mltonsll atated tust 1t was
about 11:44 or 11345 e.m. when the overstoy celled hia and wanted
to kmow about trein Ko, 6, &t the psme time saylng that the freoight
extre nsnd casnsed. The dis-atcher stated he then suw.osed thot the
fr-1ght trein intendsd .oins to Beltner Por train Ha., A.

Tnis seccident wae cavaed by the crew in charge of extre 352
overlonking train No. 6, a suverior trsin, resulting in thelr
train cceupylng the «ain treeck an the time of that traln without
an hority or orotsction,

Enginemsn Elghmy wae employed nz o Flreman in 1904 snd
promoted to englnemsn in 19X2. In Novembsr, 1913, he wes sugw
nended for 10 days For usling toe muln lipe asgalmst #n ooposing
trein, endé in Mareh, 1917, e wss susnmended for 15 days for respon-
si0ility in conneection with & collislon, Conductor Neubscker was
smrloyed &5 a switcluan in Oe¢tober, 1892, -romcted to nlght yerd-
wzter in Kovember of the seme year, tc general yerdmester in 1902,
end to tralnmsster in Jarch, 1904. In Jupne of the ssme year, he
was roduced to vardmester and in 1906 transferred to traln service
&2 & Trelgnt conductor. Iie was suspended for 30 days in 1915 Tor
fsiling properly to protect his traln, resulting in 8 colllsion,
Fiagmen Peets was enployed as s brakemen in 1916. In June, 191R,
ha wag suspended for 20 days For violation ofthe flug~ing rule,

At the time of the secident the erew of the freight train
hzd beenrn on duty 12 hours snd 10 minutes, urier to whalek the con-
‘uetor nsd hed nine hour= off duty sad tue encinemmn ebout 44
hours off duty, wulle the flagmsn nhed been off duty for several
wegks, The orew of (he nessens<r trein hsdéd been on duty 3 hours snd
40 minutes, after neving had 13 hours and L5 minutes off duty.
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