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In s Investigation of Agaident on the Penngylvania
Lincs ¥eet of Pitteburgh st Woodville, Ohio,
on June 27%h, 1913,

S e e A ls e o

cn June 27, 1913, thers wae g hesd.end collision bLetwsen
£ pegsenger Train end a work traln, on the Penneylvania Lings
¥est of Pittsburgh, ot %Yoodville, Chto, rtsulting in the death
¢f 2 ewployess and the injury of ¢ passengers and 15 esmployeee.

After investigaticon the Ohief Inspector of Befety Applie
gneea reportos ag followat

At the peint where thisg scoelidaent ocoourred the reilrosd
¢ ¢ single traek line opersted under the munusl block gystem,
An gutomatlic signal, sontrolled by track olreuly, iaz instslled
epproximately 3000 feet cast of Woodville efatlon, Thia
signsal displays & eautlon indlontion for englnemen on wsothound
trains An aase the track between the atation znd eignal is
ceoupled by & ear or train, or sither of the two ewitchsg in
this seotion 12 open) %hepe switcles are not sutomstloally
loecked. 7This eignal dees not relisve traln crewe of the duty
of protecting thelir traline By flag.

The eollision ocourved aboufl 600 fest easl of ¥oodville
gtation, and J00 feet erst of the ezst switeh of the paseing
treok, There 15 & 3-1/2 cegree curve, 7BC fevt in lesngth,
extending eastward From a point abouf 200 feot coet of the
plece whers the anaident ogourred. A% the place where the
accldent ocourred, howevey, the track is struaipht and prace
ticully lesvel.

Yastbound gassaﬁg@r trsin Ho. 418, sonslsing 0 an engine
and 5 oars, with Condustor Daly and Englueman Brown in sharge,
left Mansfield, Ohle, at 1129 p.m., 29 ainutes late, and pasped
¢ B towew, the lapt telograph station eeet of tha polnt whore
the gosldeont cocurred, at J142 p.8., 1¢&riug Glbhsonburg, a
regulor sbabticn glon, five miles from YWoodellls, at 3:48 pin.,
snd collided with work trsin extra 9347 al 5103 p.m, PBefure
iaﬂﬂing the sutomatic elgnal east of Woodvills the egpeoed of
his trein wea spproxicately 83 mileg per hour, but when the
train reached the curve the ed hud been reduced %o 4L or
48 wiles per hour anéd st the tims of the adoident LT was ghout
30 miles pesr hour., Approaching Woodville the view was o
gtructed by treoesg on the inside of the curve, and the englne
grov oould not zde the wark traln until within about 6705 feel
of 1%,

—
Pxtra 9567, «ith Conduator Webber and ﬂn@iﬁeman Zmery in
charge, held sn opyder diracting thils train te work extra bLetween
Yeloridge and Yoodville froz €130 a.m. wntil 6:30 p.m. A% 32451
n.h. the erew in oherge of this traln received a cory of an’
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ordsr, at Webbs, 5.3 miles from Woodvilie, Alvwating traine
410, 413, 487 and 437 to walt ab WoodvAlle wnbi) 3150 p...,
fopr extra $387 east. The wsork extra progcedel to Woudville
end _entersd the passing track &t Che weet awiteh, 3847 feed
went of the e¥atlon, clearing Lthe main traok kbt 3142 pam.,
and the train, which at that Siss sonaisted of an engins,
ofle aar and & 9nboose, procesded Shpough passing frack
to the pasasngor sSatian, ;o8 T e
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Telagraph upsrgtors are od st Toodville puagmenger
station, hut thggﬁia not a blo 1§{ati¢n¢ $hs blusk el
effioe ﬁaiug loonted dpponlte the weat and of fhe passing
track, %el nes ocompunioating with the Llook offige are
loeated on north side of the ﬁaaaingh:raak spoosite the
statlon and in the telegraph offioss at g5asion,

¥hen the work train sﬁagﬁaﬁ &t Voodvills, the eonnduater,
dnatead of ¢omsunieating with the Dlock offies, ssked the
telsgrsph operator in the statlon %o Find out where Ho. 418
was) the operator had finished his work and was preperd

" %o loave the station; ho told the conductor L& was not his

business ta aeours thie informatlion, but ringlly he 414
eommmnlioate with the dispstaher by inlugrngh and then told
Condustor Yobber thst Ho. 419 was not cut of 6 B towar. The
conduotior gonveyed this inforaation to the euginessan, who
eslled to the operator aecking if 4% was ocrrest, and the
operatior assured him that 1% was. The rbrk-truin then
proceeded out on the maln traox, the inftentien beling tc bask
Gown the maln track snd head 1ntn shs weot end of the houves
track for the purposs of ploking up & oar. The work trale
hae Just atersed out on the wasin Yrack whan the collision

gogurred.

Rule Mo. 368 provides thet when a %train olears & blook
betwoen blook etatizneg, SThe conduotor op the saginemsn sust
report olesr to the eijnelman and g train et not sgain enter
the blook without prorer signals or peralesion
signalman. The conduntur and enginsign of $he work feain
falled S0 aobay thie rule; the gonduator atated tha¥ it was
guatomary «ith lacsl traine to make movasents wuoh ae hip
frain hed etarted to make in Shis gaes, upm Inforsation
abtained fyom the digpntohsr, and he ﬁﬁﬁusht it propar %o
ﬁ&k& ﬂﬁﬂ nove, I '

The condustor stoled that shen hie train antered a siding
at a point wheye a block office $a8 logated he Aid not repoprt
higz train $nto glaar, but vhen entoring a el from the
othor end 14 was oustoamary %o report the tra to nlear,
and before golng cut of a slding %o Sall wp ¥ 1 oek
operstor] the resscn he did not oall up the opsrator in this

opse wae Legauss 1t was more convenient %o make his inquiry
at thes telegruaph office and in order tu smaks the prapoesd -
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movesent ho gald "I expected I had So hurery.”

The engineman snd firemgn of the passangaer trein both
gtated that the sautomatic signal gast of Woodville was in
the olear pnsifion as thelr tealn gggruanhsd, both of them
anlling this signal. IV ls spparen¥, therefors, that the
gwiteh ot the ¢aet end of the passliag truok waa opan, %o
peruit the work traln to progesd sut on %o Yhe msin track,
sfter the passengar train passed the sutomstlc signsl.

It 1a evident that there was a misunderstanding bHetween
the operstor at Woodville and ths dispatoher. The operatorn
guid the dlspatcher informed him that Ho. 419 had aot yet
paseed G B tower bul would De oub uf there in & ey minuleng
end the dlgpeteber asld he told the opermtor that ig. 418
had pgasgd G B towsr and would be Shers (Woodvilla) in a
few @inutes.

Thig mecldent was gdegused Ry the work train osceupying the
main track on the tlue of & superior tratn without proteotiom,

rgriwhiah the oconduotior aud enginessh wers pricarily rogpofi-
gible,

Regardlesy of any iafarmetion furnlshed by the opuraltur
st the poesenger atation, thla trzin had no right %o sgoupy
the sain trpok on the $ime pf She aplasing trains wilthout
flag protest-on or orders suthorizing this movenani, The
Gondustor's statecent that 9 thought he Had %o hurry fa an
indlsation that he reallized He was taking a dhance. The
praecics of naking soveuwsnts of this elpreoter under oir-
cunctencas gimilay to those whioh surrounded prd led up to
this acoldent is freught with sxtreme dag%:;. and as long
g8 rallrogd euployees porsiat in Caking eaa of ehla
nature similar sanidents nay be expectad o occur. The
rules eliloh are providsd foy the gafety of rallrosd
aeperation should mot be lightly dlsregarded mersly for the
purpose of gaving tine.

ALl %he employaes invelved in this agoldent were
axpsrienced won, and none of then was on dudy conbrary o
the proviaslons af the houras aof anrvice law,




