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In re Investigation of Muldent on the reonaylvanla 
Lines *»tt of Fltteburfh at #o©dvail«, Ohio* 

on Juno S7th, 1913. 

On June 37, 1913, thero wss m h*a£-ena oolite Ion between 
£ p&80«ng$r train ana a work train, on the Pennsylvania Lines 
Weat of Pittsburgh, «t ̂ oodvllle, Ohio, resulting in the death 
cf 2 employees and the injury of 9 p&seengnrs «ni 1$ eaployeee. 

Aftor investigation the Gaiof Inspector of Safety Appli-
aneea reportp ae foilowes 

At the peinfc where this aeoldonfe ooeurro^ th© railroad 
ig a single trmk 1 - m operated under the saau&l block eysten* 
An automatic signal, controlled by track olroult, is Installed 
approximately 3000 feet oo-at of ffoodrtrllle etation. thi a 
signal displays & caution indication for onglnemen on westbound 
truins lit oaee the tr&oft between the station snd eignsl Is 
occupied by & ear or train* or either of th© two owitehst* In 
this g&otion la open; these switched are not autoa&tloally 
locked. Thi ft signal does not roll ere train erewa of the doty 
of protecting their trains by flag, 

?he collision occurred about 600 foot e&cfc of Woodville 
station, and 3C0 feet etet of tho oast switch of tho passing 
trttok. There is a 3-1/2 6egret* curve, 760 feet in length, 
extending eastward froffl a point about 200 foot east of tho 
piece there the &64i<l@nt occurred. At the place where the 
ao olden t occurred, however * tho track is straight and prao-
tloally level. 

tfeatbound passenger train fto. 4l§, ooneieting of an engine 
ana S oars, with Conductor Daly attft Engine Ban Brown in sharfe, 
left Mansfield, Ohio, at It£9 p.»,, f9 ainutes l&to, &nt! peeped a B tower, the l&et telegraph station east of tha point where 
the nooident ooeurretf, at 3 s 42 p««., loafing Slbssninarg, a 
regular station stop, f ivo »iles froa tfoodvllXc, at 3i4$ p*a., 
and collided with *orfc train extra 9397 at 3iB3 p.m. Sefors 
pasolng tho autoffiatio signal east of tSeodvlllo the epsestl of 
thin train w&o oppro::ia&tely 00 Alios per hour, but when the 
train reached tho curve the speed Jt&& boon reduced to 4ft or 
43 oil©* per hour ana at tho tlno of tho aOoldenS it woe about 
30 miles per hour. Approaching TToodvlll© tho view was oh-
struetod by treas on tho Inside of the ourve, and the engine 
oro-y oould not see the worfc train until within amrat 673 feet 
of it. 

Extra 9SG7, tfith Conductor Webbsr and Snginemsn Itiery in 
charge, helti m or dor directing thla train to worfc extra between 
ff«lhrid|jE» And toodvtllo froa 6! 30 until 6 J 30 p,«. at 3i31 
p.m. the crew in charge of this train received a eopy of"an" 



order, at *ebbe, 6,8 allot fro* Woodville, directing tralne 
4X9, 413, 4S? aAd 43? to wait at foodvitl* IDtHll 0180 p,«W# 
for extra $387 eaet. foe work extra proceeded to Woodville 
end entered the passing track at to* wee* iwitoa. 804? fast 
we at of the atatlon, clearing the wain track at 3H2 pot.* 
and the train, which at that tin* eoaaitted of aa engine* 
one oar and a eftbooae, prcoeeded through the paaoing track 
to the paaaengor atatlon* , t i ^ 

Telegraph operators ere employed at foadville passenger 
atatlon, nut thie ia not a bleak atatlon, the feXoek eigne! 
office being ice&ted oppoaite the woet and of the paeelng 
traofc* Telephones oooBunloating with the bleak off lee are 
located on the north aide of the patfaing tr*ek oppoeite the 
station and in the telegraph office at the atatlon* 

Whan the work train stopped at Wae&rilXe* the conductor, 
instead of cooisunioating with the block offiee, aaKed the 
telegraph operator in the atatlon to find m* where 413 
waei the operator had finished hie work and erne preparing 

' to leave the station; he told tha conductor It w&a not hie 
feraeineea to eeoure thia Information, nut finally he did 
eoEattunio&te with the dispatcher by telegraph and then told 
Conductor '%bb«r that #o. 4X9 wee not out of 8 9 tower. The 
conductor convoyed this information to the eogine»«n, who 
sailed to the operator asking if it wee correct, and the 
operator aaeurad his that it wae. ^he work train then 
proceeded out on the stain tr&ek, the intention being to back 
down the Bain traces and head into the we at end of the house 
track for the purpose of disking up a bar. The work train 
haa juet started out on the gala traok when the oollialon 
occurred. 

ftule 5fo. 80S provided that when a train ale are a hieek 
between block static, the conductor a? tint engiiieaait aust 
report clear to the uUpulmM and a train auet not again enter 
the black without pramr signala or peraieaion tmm the 
eignaiaon. The ean£ua$or and englnesan of tbe work train 
failed to obey thin rule; the conductor etated that it wan 
euatoa&ry trlth local trains to »&ke aovaiaftnte euch ao hie 
train had started to nake in this oaa«, upon Information 
obtained froa tho dispatcher, and ha thought It proper to 
make thia move. 

the conductor atstcd that when hi* train entered a siding 
at a point where a block office ia located he did net report 
hie train into ela&r, out whan entering a elding twan the 
other end It m a oustj^ry to report the train nin to ̂ lear, 
and oaf ore going out at & aiding to Oall up the Meek 
eperatori the reason ha did not call up the operator in thia 
eaae w&a beeause it was sore convenient to Sake hie Inquiry 
at the telegraph off la® and In order to tta&e the propsera ~ 



movment he eaifi *I expected X had to hurry.* 
Tho anginasan end flreaart of the paeeenger train bath 

atated that the automatie signal eaet of WoadVllXe ma in 
the olear position ae their train appro ae had, fcoth ef theis 
oalilntf thie eignal. It ie apparent, therefore, that the 
gwiftch at the eaet end af the paeeing traok was open, to 
permit the work train to proceed oat on to the ssein traok, 
after the paeeenger train paaaeft the autoaiatle digital. 

It ia evident that thare vae a oieundersttending feet%een 
the operator at Woodvilie and the dispatcher, fhe operator 
a a id the Aiarpatehar informed him that Ho. 410 had not yet 
patfead 0 S tower bwti would fce out af there in e fen niitutes; 
imd the diep&teher sal4 he told the operator that i*o« 419 
had parsed a B to*«r and would he there {^oodville) in a 
few sinutge. 

Vhie aoaldent wae e&ueed T&y the work train ^aeupying the 
sjuin traok on the time at A euperior train without protection, 
for ^hieh the oonduator and engina&ea vera primarily respon­
sible. 

He gar die a ̂ of any inferaatian fumiehed by she operator 
at tha passenger et&tion, thie train Had no right to aeeupy 
the ©nin traok en the tiae af ths eppeelng trains without 
flag protoot'um or orders authorising thie saoveasnt. ¥he 
Conductor1 a at&te&ent that he thought he had to hurry is an 
indication lh&t he realized ha was taking a ehanee. $hn 
praetioa of making aoveoente of thie eh&raoter under oir* 
enact&neee eimil&r to those whioh eurrounded and led up to 
thie aooident is fraught with e^trane danger, and ae long 
as railroad employees pursiat in taking Ohancea af thie 
nature similar aa**ift»nta he expeetad to occur. The 
rules whioh are provided for the eafety of railroad 
operation should nat he lightly dieregerdod iserely far the 
purpose *f saving tlae. 

All tha employee 3 involved In thie aooident vara 
eaqperiensad mnt &n4 ngne of fhas wee en duty contrary to 
the proviaione of the hours of eervlee law* 


