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IUTZRSTATE COMINERCZ CCMMISSION

AEPORT OF Trds DIRZCTORA OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I EX
IOVOSTIGATION OF AL ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED Ou TEE
PEFIEYLVAI'TA RATLROAD AT VEST PHILADELPHIA, PA., OT
NOVEIBER 12, 1929.

February 230, 1830.
To tne Co.naission:

On November 12, 1929, there was o side collision be-
tireen an cxpress troin and an epty passenper-cgqulp 1ent
trei1n on the Penansyvlvenia Reilroad at West Philadelonia,
Pe., resulting 1n thz death of one emnloyee

Location and method of operation

This accideat occurred cn the Philadelphis Terainal
Division, 1a tae West Philadelvhia passenger train yard,
between "K' tower and "H" tower, just west of a switch-
vdan's stetion, known as stetion W. P. 7, at which noint
trecks 4 and 17 converge. "I'™ tover i1g located about
1,900 feet fro.1 the Jest Philedelghia Station, outbound,
while "K' tower 1s lccated ebout 2,3C0 fect beyond, sta-
fion W. P. 7 13 located abeout 1,050 feet east of "K
tower, in the vicialty of Spring Gerden Screet bridge.

Approaching the switch, outbtound, at which tracks 4
and 17 converge, track 4 curves gredually to the left;
track 17 parallels track 4 on the left, but 18 not Laise-
diately adjacent thereto, bein~ separated taerefroa by
two other tracks until reaching a poiat a short distance
beyond Spring Garden Street bridge, where the two other
tracke end, and track 17 then curves f{irst tc the right
and then to the left, converging vith track 4 just west
of stetion W. P. 7.

ilove1ents within the yard are made subject to the
book of operating rules, time-table aad special iastruc-—
tions, such rove.ents are also under the direction of a
varduwaster, loveaents Irow the yard to the wmain treck,
or vice verse, =re under the control of the towermen at
"K" tover -~and "II" tower, with a switchuzn stetioned be-
tween these two towers =t W. P. 7, who operates hand-
thrown swvitches, such a switch being in use at the point
wnere tracks 4 zaa 17 converge, the normal position of this
switch 1s lined for treck 17, 1t Dbeias a treiling-point
ewitch for the "wovewments i1nvolved. Outbound trains depart-
ing on treck 17 arc given signal to proceed after the
torermen at "N' tower notifies the towerman at "K" tower



and receives i1nforuetion tnet tae route 1s clear., Under
special instructions 1ssued on Aupust 13, 1929, o .iove ent
qust not be 1wede froi srack 4 to treci 17 without First
obteining yrerirission fro.a tae switchian et W. P. 7, whe
nust qet his authority frowa the tower~sn at "K" tover.
Under the rules, ftroins .oving on yverd tracks, bat not
operated under block sipnsl riles or trein orders, .wust
Tun prepered to stop within range of visioa, unless tracls
are knoun to ve clear end swilches proserly set.

The weather was slightly foggy at the tine of the
tcecident, wvhich occurred at about 1.20 a.m.

Descripticn

Shifting engine 584, heoded east, was coupled to the
nest end of 10 1ixed pessenser equilp.aent cars, empty, snd
1n charge ol Conductor Huey and Engineaean Fogarty. This
train wmoved outbound, acking a back-up novement oa treck
4, and was brought to a stop with the enpgiane fouling the
striten 81 which tracks 4 end 17 converpe. While svanding
2t this point, vreparatory to mnaking a reverse move 'ent to
Brcad Street staticn, eagine SE4 was struck on 1ts right

s1de by train To. 91.

Outbounc first-class exnress train ¥o. 91 consisted
of 19 cxpress cars and a cavoose, hauled by engine 3755,
and was 1a char<e of Coaductor Hiller ond Engineman
Yeater. This train deparced fro- the West Philadelphia
station at 1.17 a.a , 22 ninutes late, and collided with
shifting engine 564 vhile travelin: at o speed varigisly
estimoted to have been between 2 and 12 riiles per hour.

Both eagines were slightly danaged. Tne eimployee
zilled wes the eagineman of engine 584

Swarary of evideace

Fireman iicFarlaad, ot eangine 564, stated that the
back-up .oveaent on track 4 was iade at a speed not to
exceed 15 .11les per hour, when in the vicinity of the
switch, Enginenan Fogarty told him that ths switch was
lined for track 17 t¢nd he wade & heavy alr breke epplica-
tion. Fire.iaa ilcFarland stood up on the seat box, but
could aoc see the switch, and then his train came to a
sudden stop, Touling the switch and causing hin to lose
hig balcnece. EkEagineéasn Fogarty imiediately sounced che
enpine whistle and shouted a warning of danger, following
which tnae collision cccurred. Firenan iicFarland further
stated that he did nct see or hear train No. 91 prior to
the collision, as he was on the opposite side of the en-
Fine cab, the £1r brakes had been tested and tae ncad-
light wes burniag propserly.



Concductor Huey, of engine 5564, stated thet he wea rid-
1ag 2t the rear end of lias t121n hile the beck-up roveanent
was being uade oa traick 4, at a snced not to exceol 3 iles
per homr. 4pproicnrlnt toe sviteh toe 21T orces ent into
energency and a2 got off to see vhet the trouble 'es, oan
Ffceount of the hoge 3 could aot see his owa engzine AT
Pbout thic vine tae cagine of traia NWo. 1 pessed ul~ on
trock 17, following wnich he heard z >lest sounded o2 lae
engine vwhistle, then tle alr biare. apnlied in eerreacy
ca troin Ko. 91, (nd tze conduector ron the lenpth o _1s
train, as he thoughk. hi1s own engine "iwight have fouled tre
sultech. Coacuctor Hueyv seid that there vwas pothin, re
could hrve done oo orevent tioe accioent He sa1d towl Le
had never worked with Engine.san Fogarty before, bus ooat
tne engine1na told hi. sxet he was cualified. Coa vcoiolr
noey advenced tle opialon tast t..e ovitch was fouled oy
reason or tae fect toldt Enginenan Fogarty, althoulh cuvali-
f1e¢ to vork 1n tnis yerd apperently was net thorourhly
farmiliar wita the physicol caarecteristics 2t this roint.

Engineman Yeater, of train Ho. 91, stated taat e ves
proceeding under "cautina, slov sneed" signal indic. tioas,
2ad thal the speed of nhis train was about 12 niles ger
houi, after possing uader Spring Garden Street bridge snd
hezarin~ his firewsn coll the infication of a sirmal loccted
near "K" tover, he opened the tarottle, 1ncreasins “ne
speed slightlv, bui on hearins, 2 sirill blast souaded on
an engine whislle he 1maeGietely shut ofif steem :cad conlied
the o1r brakes 1a eaernency, then the collision oceurred,
&% whleh time he estinated tae speed to neve Heea fbout 3
miles per hour. Eagiaenan Yecuver did nol see engiae £84
prior to tiae collision, cccount of tae curveture. The (1r
brales were tested cad vorked progerly, he acd tae leod-
11 Lt burning ¢1-1ly on ais enpgine  Enginean Yeater fur-
taer steted that ne wew ofrs steading oa iree't 4, out did
not think that taey extended bevoad the foulix; sc.ne of
tae switcll, saylog taat hod ae beea given proper “ITHNlng
Ltnet such was the case 1e coula hove brought nis troin to
¢ stop witnout 1aciaent. He was toeroughly f-a1li-i waith
concitions in this vicinity -nd reslized thet he wns 1a no
vay relieved fron tae duty of operating his om troia pre-
pored to stop within renpe of vigionn unless tue trocis ore
rnown to e clear.

Firemaan Tnoampson, of frais o, 91, siated tiat efcer
kis engine passed under Spraa-, Garden Street bridae e
called the signel 1n the vicinity of "K' tower, walca d1s-—
played a '"caution, slow speed" indicetion, snd resu:ed
vork on nis fire, ne then lheard tae blast of en enqiae
vhistle, following wiich the collislon occurred. e esti-
nrcted tiae speed to heve been not wore thin 13 .iles ner
hour. He was unaware that the svitch wes fouled oy engine
064,
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Cenclusicns

This accident was caused by shifting engine 584 foul-
1ng a switeh, fcr which Engireman Fogarty 1s resronsible,
and by the failure cof Engin.uan Yeater, of train lo. 21,
to oprerate his train under proper coatrel on ¢ yard trock

Wny Engineman Fogartiv, of engine 584, fe1led {c bring
tae draft of cars tc a stop before his engine fculed the
switch, 2% the time the tack-up meverent as made on treck
4, 18 not knoun, as he wasg killed 1in tae eccidaent Engine-
nan Yeater, ef train No. 91, saw the draft of cars stand-
1ng on track 4 as his traln appreoached the = 1tcn c¢n treck
17, end he snould have rezlized that there .as @& possibll-
1ty of that trein extendinc beyend the fouling voiat As
1t was, Dowever, he coald not see the switch on account of
the curvature and the first he knew of aanything wreog was
onn hearing an enginc whistle signal, althcugh he 11i1aedi-
gtely shut off steam and applied tne eir brakes 1n ener-
géncy 1t was then too late tc avert the accident

Engineman Fogarty entered the service as firensn, cn
Aupust 4, 1916, and was .wade engineman on May 14, 1235
Fngineman Yeater entered the service as tirsuwman on Decem-
ver 12, 1900, and was rnade engineman on Octerer 13, 12156
At the time of the accident none cof the emrloyees 1avelved
had been on duty in viclalicn of any of the provisicns cf
the hours of service law

Respectiully submitted,
WI. pP. BORLAKWT,

Director.



