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TZTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIISSION.
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REPQRT OF TEE CHIERF OF TER BUREAU OF SATETY IN RE INVESTI-
GATTON JF AN ACCIDSENT "HICH JCCURRED OW THE PENNSYLVANIA
RATLRCAL NEAR SUNEJRY, PA., O OCTQRFR 7, 1921.

November 1, 1921.

To the Com-.zsion:

On QOstober 7, 1921, there was a rear-end colli-
s1cn oetwesn a freight srain and two light engines on the
Pennsylvania Raillroad near Sunbury, Pa., which resulted 1a
the dzath of 1 emplovee, and the injyry of 2 employees.

Lecation and method of operation.

This accident occurred on the Williamsport Divi-
sion, which extends between Horrisbur: and Renove, Pa., a
distansce of 145.7 miles. It 1s a double-track line over
which %trains are overated by wime-table, train orders,
and an automatic block2s:ignal system. The accident occurred
3/4 mile west of Sunbury, witkin yard limits, on a txack
known as the middle siding. This siding extends between
DY and F Block Stailons, a distance of about 3,600 feet,
the main tracks being prallel to 1t on sach side. The acci-
dent occurred 973 feet east of the west switch, approaching
from the west the track is tangent for 1,380 feet, followed
by a curve to the right of 2 dezrees, 3,110 feet 1n length;
the accident oceurred on this curve at a point about &00
feet from 1ts eastern end; the grade 1s practically level,

An eastbound 2-arm home interlocking signal 1is
Tocated about 400 feet west of DY Tlock Station. The upper

arm of this signal is fixed, shile the lowver arm 1n 1ts 45—
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degree position governs movements to all routes and in its .
90~degTree pesition zaves a distant indicasion for an easte. i
bound automatic signal located approximately 700 feet east
of the block station, or 2358 feet east of the west switch
of the si1ding and to the right of the eastbound main track;
this automatic signal 1s of the position-light type and
governs easttound train movements over the eastbound main
track in the block extending to P Block Suation; when this
block 1s clear the signal displays a caution or permissive
indicatvion, but when ogcupied the indication 1s stop and
procesd. Eastbound trains entering the middle siding
receive no switch or signal indication other than the all-
route home interlocking signal. The weather was very foggy
at the time of the accident, which occurred at about 5.40
a.m,
Description.
lastbound freizht train extra 994 consisted of 5l
cars and a cabcose, hauled by engine 894, and sas 1n charge
of Conductor Malone and Engineman Fairchild, It passed DY
Block Station at 5.22 a.m., entered the siding and stopped,
While standing at this point 1ts rear end was struck by
1ight engines 1878 and 1097,
Eastbound light engines 1676 and 1097, coupled,both
headed west and moving backwards, 7ere 1n charge of Engineman
Stron and Fireman Harter, engine 1097 being towed. These en-

zlnes left Northumberland, 1.9 miles from Sunbury, at 5.34

a.m., en route to the passenger station a2t Sunbury, passed
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DY Bleck 3tation at 5.38 a.m., entered the siding, and while
traveling at a speed estimated to have been be.ween 10 and
12 miles an hour collided with the rear end of extra 994,

Ine caboose of the freigat train was practically
demolighed and the rear car slightly damaged. The cistern
of the tender of engine 1678 was torn from i1ts. fznze, and
after being forced against the boiler head came to rest on
the eastbound %rack 1n an uprizht position; the rear driving
wheals of the engine were derailed. The employee killed was
the fireman of engine 1878.

Summary of evidence.

Conductor Malone, of extra 994, stated that during
the traip he remarksd about the dense fog and said 1t would
be necessary to maintain a close watch. Then the train
stopred on the siding the markors on the caboose were burning
brigstly, but owing to the fog, his ranze of vision was
limited to about 3 car-lengths. Conductor Malone opened
the rear door of the caboose, and he and Flagman Bastiress
then began to eat their lunch. They heard the noise made by
the approaching light engines, looked out to ascertain which
track vas being used, saw a white lantern on the tender of
the leading engine, about 8 or 3 car-lengths distant, and
Jum.ed. Conductor Malone said that after the accident he
noticed that the air-brake hose was not coupled between the
two engines, but did not know rhether the hose became un-
Courled as a result of the accident. Conductor Malone real-
1zed that he c¢ould have used better judgment in protecting

Is train, but said he had never protected his train under
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such circamstances., ule 9CA of the rulesa for the zovern-

ment of the Transportalion derarsment, reads as followss
"On sicirngs uged by trains in both

rections, trains must run sEpecting to
2% Og20s8ing trailns.t

[op
e}
L

T,
It 18 croviaed 1a the tine-takle that tais miuwdle siding may
be us2. by tiains roving wn either darection, and ConauctoT
Hlalone said thet 1a view c¢f rule 90a, and also in view of the
fact thatv his %rein vas 7ithin yard limits and not on the
malr track, an. tnac the rarke-s ind deck light were display-
ed, he mad not thouht 2% necessary to nrovide any flag
rprotcotion, lnassachk as o tralrn ansu.roachlng 1n accordancs
#1th the 1equirements of rule §0A sould have been able to
stop 12 am.le time to avert an acciuent.

The etater.ente of Flagnan Zastress practically
corrobrorated tnose of Conducior Jalone. "ita regard to
flagging on a sidinz, ha sail that when the conditions warrat
1%, a cloze watch 13 maintained, and “hen a train 1s heard
OT AnCWN to L& apgroaching the flazman places hisself 1in
£0sltion to z2ive flag prouection providsd he seesg 1t 1s
necessary o do so. In this jparticular case, the light
éngilnes were heard approaching, and he said he was plading
hirself in position to see 1f “her were ca the siding, waen
the englnes were geen, thev were too close for him to »ro-
vide flag protection.

Ergineman Stroh, of ean:ine 1776, said ne brought
the ligho engines to a stop just cpgosite the hore interlock-
1ng signal at JY Block Station, -hic. was dis-laying a cau-

tion 1ndication, and while passing JY Block Station he sound-
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ed tue vhigtle. On approachinz the automatic PrsSitlon-light
s1z1al the firemar called ats indication ana began to woTk
on the fire. Soon aiterwards the engireman remarked that he
thouznt taey sere ca the siding, and imcediatelr shut off
steam, the rireman assuredl him the signal was at eaution, and
Lnglneman 3troh 3a1d he then loosied out to ascartain exactly
wrich track the light engines ssre using, saw the yellow mark-
ers on the rear ena of the caboose, a few feet distant, and
im.earately ap.iled the al? brakes in emergency and _pulled
the mazstle cord. It was then too late to avert the celli-
sion, which, accordiang to his gshinate, occurred shile the
gngines were travelin: at a speea of between 10 and 12 miles
an nour, He zaid thmt on account of the dense fog his range
of visicen w7as limited to about < car-lengths, and was of
the oplnioa tnat the light engines could have been brought
1o a stor rithin 2 en.ine-leng®as. Zngineman Stroh said he
had ccu, led the air hose and tested the air brakes before
starting. B. had tsen delivering engines over this route for
a nuicer of years and this was the second time ke had used
the siding, he realized he should have knowm vhich track he
was using, arnd said his failure to do so -tas the Zrinary
cause of the accident.

Operator Curtner, who s.s on duty at DY Hlock Station
on the morning of the accident, inel the switch for the sid-
ing Just before the arrival of “he fiei1zht train. It »a= his

duty to return the switch and signal %o normal after the

freight troin enterad the sidinz, 1mstead of doir. so, he mas
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occupled for a few minutes in telephoning, and although a
pericd of 5 or B8 minutes ensued between the time he finished
this duty and the arrival of the li12ht enginss, which afford-
ed him argls opportunity to restore tne switch to normal, he
faiied to do so, saying that he overlooked 1%,

Conclusions.

This accident was caused by Engineman Stroh,; 1in charge
of 1i1zht engines 1676 and 1097, not knowing on what track the
€ngines were moving, accepting the signal indiacation display-
ed for another track, and failing to operate his engine on
the si1ding prepared to stop wiithin his range of vision as Tre-
quired by the rulese.

Engineman Stroh admitted that he should have known
on shat iratk the engines were moving, and that his failure
to do so was responsible for the accident.

Had Operator Gurtner restored the west switch of the
si1ding to 1ts normal position after eatra 994 had passed, as
required by the rules, the acc.dent would have been prevented.
According to his own statement he had sufficient time in whick
to do so.

Lt the time of the accident the crew in charge of
the light engines had been on duty about 7 hours, the crew of
extra 924 less than 3 hours, and the operator nearly 7 hours;

previous to going on duty, all of these employees had been off

§
duty 186 hours or more,

Regpectfully submitted,

a

Chief, 2ureau of Safety.



