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P ( T |/^C| _ INTERSTATE C O M R C E COJH MSSION 

' REPORT 01 ThiZ DIRECTOR OF Till BUREAU CP JjAFSTY jftfcfify 
INVESTIGATION OP AN ACCIDENT ,JHICB, l^a^JlDB Q[f • 
THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD AT 30UTH ELISABETH, 

J., ON JULY 1 9 , 1930 . 

August 27, 1930. 

To the Commission* 

On July 19, 1930, there was a derailment of a 
passenger t r a m as a result of striking an automobile on 
the bracks of the Pennsylvania Railroad a I South 
Elizabeth, N, J., reoultiiG m the death of 1 passenger, 
and the injury of 5A- passengers, 3 employees on duty 
and 12 employees off fluty This accident was investi­
gated m conjunction with representatives of the Î ew 
Jersey Board of Public Utility Commissioners, 

Loc&tjLcfti and method 'of operation 

This accident"*occurred on Zxie New York Division 
which extends between"Holmes ; Pa., and New York, N. Y. , a 
distance of 78.A- miles, and'is a /(.-track line over which 
trains are operated by time-t^te&e and an aaior°uc block-
siglial system. The tracks are lumbered, from south to 
north, 1, 2, J, and 4, the accident occurring on trade 1 
at a point 200 feet west of the stetion at South 
Elizabeth. Approaching t is point from the west there 
is a 0° 30' curve to the riMrt 150 feet in lenpth, from 
which point the track "> s t.^ent GO the eouit oC ac­
cident, a d: stance of approximately 3 j 900 f-et, and for 
some distance oevond. The grade at zh€ point of 
accident is 0.2 per cent descending for eastbouiid trains. 

The station ot South Elizabeth is located on the 
south side of the tricks and the station plotfo^m extends 
260 feet wear and 50 feet east, respectively, from the 
station. This platform is supported on thw track side py 
a concrete curb 27 naches from che south rail enc. 12 
inches above the top of the eics. Theic is e street 
known as DoIIart Place on the south side of the track 
which approaches the rnilroad ot an an Je of approximate­
ly 75 degrees and ends D L the station platform about 1B0 
feet west of the station, the street a ad platform bemrj 
on the same level. T m s sai j.o street extends northward 
beyond the tracks but there is ao crossing nt this point. 
Befinning at the end of Doll art Place on rh^ south ride 
of the tracks, New York Avenue p<i.rellels th^ track west­
ward for a distance of 2 40 f t and th-P vc jrs to the 
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left. Approaching the platform on DeHart Place the grade 
is slightly ascending. There LS a light on the west end 
of the platform located at about the center line of DeHart 
Place and there is a warning sign, also located about the 
center of DeHart Place, which is 6 feet 6 inches south of 
the platform. This sign is hexagon shape, ll£ inches 
wide and 2U inches long and is nounted I, feet 2 inches 
above the ground. At the tine of the accident the 
lettering on tins s i m was lllegiole, although Lt 
originally read "DANGER - HOAD LKD - Police Dept." 

The weather was clear and it was dark at the time 
of the accident, which occurred anout 9-29 p.m. 

Descrj ption 

Eastbound passenger t r o m iTo. 228 consisted of four 
coaches, one Pull nan club car, and three Pullman parlor 
cars, all of steol construction, hauled by engine 3806, 
and was m charge of Conductor Hoi .'land and. Enfineman 
Gaffney. Thxs t r a m passed "DK" block station, U.9 miles 
west of South Elizabeth, at 9-21+ p.m., on tipo, and was 
derailed after colliding with an automobile at South 
Elizabeth whj.1 e traveling at a speed estimated, to have 
been about 55 miles per Lour, 

The automobile involved, a Studebaker Brougham, 
entered DeHart Place from South Street at a 'OOJ nt about 
320 feet south of the railroad aid continued northward, 
was driven off the end of the street and over the station 
platform, and it was standing on track 1 when it was 
struck by train ITo. 228. 

The ennne and tender came to rest on their left 
sides on tracks 1 and 2 approximately 1 , 1 6 0 fuet east of 
the point where the engine coll iced with the automobile. 
The firsc four cars m the tr uin were also derailed, the 
first car renaming in an upright position and in line 
with the track about 10 feet to the rear of tne tender, 
the second and third cars were derailed to the south and 
fell over a 12-foot retaining wall immediately behind the 
first car aid r<sled on their right sides on an adjoining 
street, while the fourth car stopped m an upright posi­
tion with its forward end extending over this wall ctt an 
angle of about 45 degrees. 

Su'ieary oL c/idonce 

Eiigmcman Gaffaey stated he was looking alidad 
observing signal indications while approaching South 
Elisabeth. After receiving a clear signal indication on 
the home signal, located about 1,000 feet west of the point 
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of accident, he continual to look ahead for the indication 
of the next signal m advance which is located about 1 , 1 2 0 
feet east of the point of accident. Just about the time 
the lattei signal came into view he noticed a small light 
on the track which he described as resembling a cowl 
light of an automobile, the engine s t n c k m g an obstruction 
very shortly afterwards. He had made an 8 or 10-pound 
brake-pipe reduction just before reaching the home si-aial 
for the purnosc of reducing speed when rounding the next 
curve in advance of the point of accident, the brake 
valve still being m lap position when this licht appeared 
a short, distance ahead, and he immediately applied the 
brakes m emergency. He did not know that the e n n n e 
was derailed until it s~ruck the girder of the bridge 
which spans a street approximately S00 feet east of the 
station. He estimated the speed of th^ t r a m at the 
time it struck the automobile at 50 to 55 "nil cs per hour, 
but he could give no estimate of its speed at the time he 
realized the engine was derailed. He also slid that the 
headlight of his engine was burning brightly and that the 
lights were burning on the station platform, but nc was 
unable to distinguish an3?- object on tae track other than 
the light alongside the platform. 

Fireman Torhunc stated that a service application 
of the brakes was made while approaching the station at 
South Elizabeth to reduce the speed for the curve bovond 
the station, and as the train line exnaust had stopped 
blowing he kn^w the brakes were applied. He did rot know 
whether a second application was made, as there was con­
siderable noise when the, ent

f m c ,o truck something which he 
learned later was an automobile. lie was riding on his 
seatbox looking for signal indications and did not see thu 
automobile on the track; his first intimation of anything 
out of the ordinary was wh~n his attention was attracted 
by a nan running northward across the tracks about 50 feet 
ahead of the engine. 

Conductor Howl and stated that he fv.lt a service 
application of the brekos while approaching South 
Elizabeth, which app_"red to have the desired effect. A 
short time later he went from the third coach into the 
second coach; this car started rolling from side to side 
and very shortly afterwards it overturned and fell over 
the retaining wall. Ho said that he f^lt a heavy appli­
cation of the brakes when he entered the second car, and 
he attempted to pull the conductor's emcrr^ncy v J v c but 
was unable to roach it before tae car overturned. 

http://fv.lt
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Flagman Zirwis stated that he was riding m the 
rear car of the train approaching South Elizabeth; when he 
felt a sudden jolt of the car he realized something was 
wrong, he procured flagging equipment and as soon as the 
train stopped he went back to flag. He estimated tne 
speed of the train at 55 to 60 miles per hour when a 
service application of the brakes was made previous to the 
time of the jolt which occurred just before the train 
stopped. 

Road Foreman of Engines Hipkins stated that he 
examined engine 3C06 at the scene of accident and found 
the throttle closed, the brake valve in emergency position 
and the reverse lever m forward motion. He assisted in 
making an air-brake test on the three rear cars, which 
remained on the brack, and this test showed the brakes 
were m proper working order. 

Arthur H. Allcroft, owner and driver of the auto­
mobile involved in the accident, described the machine as 
a Studebaker Brougham, 1925 model, equipped with rear 
wheel brakes and a brake on the transmission; it was 
equipped with two headlights and two cowl lignts. He said 
that he spent the evening prior to the accident m company 
with Janes Allcroft, a brother, and a friend, William 
llcNanr; during the course of the evening they stcpned at 
a cafe and while at that place Ivlr. Kcllair and his brother 
drank some beer but nothing stronger, and that he re­
frained from drinking anything intoxicating. After mak­
ing other movements he drove the cur into DeHart Place 
from South Street with only the cowl lights burning, as 
it was not his practice i,o operate the ear in the city 
at night with the headlights turning. The car continued 
towards the railroad, traveling at a speed of 15 or 20 
miles Der hour, it being his jntmtion to turn to the left 
into New York Avenuo at the intersection of these streets, 
but he did not realize or observe that the car had 
reached the end of DcRart Place until it had passed over 
the station olatform and dropped upon the track. He 
promptly looked towaids the left or westward and observed 
the bright headlight of a tr^nn approximately 1 miie dis­
tant. Ho turned the car to the left towards the 
approaching train, and attempted to drive it along the 
track, having in mind that perhaps he could get it off the 
track at the west end of the platform, but after the car 
had moved a distance of about its own length it stalled. 
He then tried to back the car orto che aajoirung track but 
was unable to uove it on account of the wheels slipping. 
While he was attempting to get the cor off the track he 
said he switched on the ori'ht headlights end at that time 
he thought the train was about g m l c away. In the mean­
time the othcx occupants of the automobile had gotten out 
and realizing the danger he elso got oel only an instent 
before -che collision occurred. In?. Allcroft further 
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stated that he has been a resident of Elizabeth during the 
past 5 yoQjs and that he has operated an automobile for 
1 5 years. He was aware that DeHart Place was a blind 
street and know there was no barrier at the end of this 
street to prevent vehicles from running, upon the tracks 
et that point. He did not remember whether he had ever 
used this street while running m the same direction prior 
to the date of the accident, although 2 or 3 years 
previously he operated a car over it in the opposite di­
rection. 

James W. Allcroft stated that he is not a resident 
of Elizabeth and was not t.riliur with the streets. He 
said that after he and his brother met ?Ir. LIcKair the 
three of them enter-d L L cafe where he ate a sandwich but 
did not drink any intoxicating, beverage and did not know 
whether the others did or not. After leaving the cafe 
he rode m the front seel beside the driver and noticed 
;hat lights were burning on the forward end of the car. 
He thought the automooile was traveling at a speed of 
from 25 to 30 miles per nour wh^n he f.̂ lt c sudden jar 
which appeared to have been caused oy striking a rut or 
other depression. The err immediaxcly swerved to the 
left and continued to bump as though it was passing over 
ties and when he noticed the row of signal lighto ahead 
he realized :hat the car was on the railroad. Looking 
beyond the signal lights he saw another light which, 
appeared to be the hcadlirht of a t m n . He then J *. ft the 
car and ron across the tr cks to a fence, the inter-track 
fence between tracks 3 and 4 , ^nd ley dovn to avoid 
personal injuries when the collision occurred. 

William Morair stated tint n._ mo-c the Allcroft 
brothers about ? . 30 p.m., daylight srving time, aid shortly 
afterwards tiey entered n cafe and c ach of th oa dr^ak two 
small glasees of beer. He was f^mlior '.i/ith conditions 
cxiSuing at thi dead ~nd of LVIlrrt Place where ahis street 

n c v t s KeW York Avenue, having previously traveled over 
that route, but, did rot know whether the driver, Arthur 
Allcroft, was f~mili~r with tint locality. There was no 
conversation be_ng held while breveting northward on 
DeHart Place and he wes un~VLe to strte whether the driver 
w e 3 awake when the car passed the end of the stieet. He 
did not call the attention of the driver GO the condi­
tions while the car w, s iao\ing towards the railroad, as 
his attention was directed, to a dog which wc s ^n the re^r 
of the car \nth him, aid he was unaware th^t the c^r had 
passed the intersection until it dropped u.-on the track. 
He estimated the speed of the automobile ir : le it moved 
through DeHart Place ft 15 or 20 ^il ro per hour. He 
lmmedirtely got out aid when he observed ^ t r ^ m approach­
ing from the west he called to the other occu^ints to do 
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likewise. He s id the weather was clear and it was dark, 
and there was neither fog nor snoke to interfere with the 
visibility. 

Section Foreman Cocco stated that he has b^c-n m 
charge of the section on which the accident occurred for 
about 10 years and resides a shoit distance from the 
station. The only instance he knew of daring that time 
of an automobile running upon the track at the end of 
DeHart Place, which, he assisted in removing, was about one 
year ago. He heard of another case from a former sec­
tion laborer which occurred curing the east year, and on 
Dotn occasions ne vcr^blly reported the facts to the 
supervisor. 

Supervisor G-erry stated that he could aot rccll if 
Foreman Cocco advised, him that ° utomobiles nod been driven 
on the ti'-'ck at DeHart Place, although the fore.rn m y 
have done so and he d i_d not pay particular attention. 

Supervisor Chandler sorted that he bar no knowledge 
of automobiles being driven upon th~ platfoim o^ across 
it prior to the dcte of the accident. Ee a id the 
surface of DeHart Place arid the platform were practically 
level, with no line of dom^rcation, but he consider d the 
conditions art tnat e o m t s nfe for a careful automat il e 
driver. It was his opinion thr t the cxisy should place 
a reflector sign at this point to provide vehiculai traffic 
protection. 

Division Engineer White stated that there is en iron 
fence across the end of DeHart Place on the north side of 
the tracks, which \ s erected by the railroad camaanv, but 
he did not know when or why it was built. He thought the 
traffic appro'clung on thrt side of the tr-eks was similar 
to that on the south Sj.de but thought the entrance to the 
platform on the south side should be left open for the 
accommodation of pass .angers although there is i highway 
leading to the station. In his opinion ° proper warning 
sign should be erected by municipal : at- oriti es at thi.s 
location. He s id the illegible sign at this point wes 
of no value and it W ' S his mtcation to request the city 
to place a red reflector sign ahure. He knew of ao 
reports p.-ior to the accident that a hazardous situation 
existed at that point. 

G. R. K-lly s W d that he resides oa Hart PI ice 
in close proximity to the sc, no of accidcrt ^nd Loas lived 
at rhe sane loc, tion for 6 or 7 years. In addition to 
the automobile involved in the accident ae had knowledge 

http://Sj.de
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of numerous instances wherein automobiles ran uion the 
station platform but were sLopped short of the tracks. 
He knew of three other cases of automobiles being driven 
across the platform and upon the tracks, one of which ne 
witnessed during the night of the past Easter Sunday and 
the following day he aduressed a letter to the complaint 
department of the Pennsylvania1 Railroad, calling the 
company's attention to the situation and suggesting steps 
be taken to remedy this condition, to which he received 
no reply. 

M. L. Lippincott stated that his residence is on 
DeHart Place near the scene of accident and that he knew of 
many instances where automooiles have b^en driven upon the 
station but were stopped before reaching tne tracks. He 
cited two cases of automobiles passing over the plPtform 
and not being stopped until they were on the tracks, the 
lrst occurrence being on Easter Suxiday night. The next 
day he informed the signal maintainor and the section 
foreman of tnc railroad and also a police officer of the 
city of the occurrence. 

A. J. Hoffacker, a former councilman of Elizajeth, 
m an interview with the Commission's inspectors, stated 
that some time prior to April 11, 1929, he 'naoc a written 
report to the Board of Public V/orks calling attention to 
the dangerous condition, emong others thet existed at che 
intersection of Î ew York Avenue, and DeHart Place (_nd re­
quested that an arc light or a traffic light be placed at 
this point. It also appears that some time in Au'ust, 
1929, he brought this matter to t h e fttention of t n e 
Police Commission end j.t waf si-f g o e t e d that reflector si<_ns 
be placed at this point. 

Commissioner Hcnnessy, Chan 111 n of the Depart lent 
of Puolic fortes at Elizabeth, stated trai thorv was no 
record to show when the wainmr siv,n jt DeHart Place was 
installed, lie knew of no comolamt made that ^ d̂ -i ̂ xoas 
situation cxisGod at the aid of this str et, rnd if a re­
port had been i^adc it would n e w h^on referred to the 
street commissioner. He, however, produced the nixiutos 
of a meeting held oy hie department on Ajril 11, 19?9» 
which contained an item referring co a cormnunicetion from 
Councilman Foff -ctcer rocumrieuding that an arc light or 
traffic lifht be placed at Del": rt Piece end J.w York A V E N U E , 
this communication bom,, referied to the committee on 
street lighting. IK said no further action was taken 
with respect to this comriumcction as consideration was 
tnen being given to revision of the l i L h t m g system of tne 
city, and that the reco^iend" ei on of I.r, Hoffaeker would 
be taken, crre of m the progress 0 1 tnis work. 
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Street Commissi oner Ncofson stated that he has 
been employed in that capacity for the past IS years and 
during that time he has never heard of any complaints con­
cerning the traffic situation at DeHart Place and New 
York Avenue. 

Tests conducted subsequent to the accident dis­
closed that with automobile headlights burning brightly 
the wheel wear on the surface of DeHart; Place could be 
distinguished and could be seen to turn into X^w York 
Avenue. This s \mc test il so showed that while approach­
ing tne end of DeHert Place the inter-track fence between 
tr cks 3 and J+ could be plainly seen. Approaching the 
end of this street without the headlights burning, the 
lane of treffic end the mter-treck fence were barely 
discernible, 

Conclusions 

This accident w s caused by an automobile being 
driven uLjon the track m front of an approaching t r a m , 
for which Arthur N. Allcroft is dir-ctly responsible. 
The city authorities and the railroad company "re at 
fault for not providing adequate safeguards at the rail­
road tracks at the v.nd of this street. 

It appears that the engine crew of t r a m No. 228 
had no warning that there w-s an obstruction on the track 
until the tngincnan saw a small light directly in front of 
the engine and he immediately applied the brakes in emer­
gency but it was then too Lite to prevent the accident. 

According to the statements of the driver of tne 
eutomobilc he was somewhat familiar with the locality m 
which, the accident occurred , and he operated his c ir into 
DeHart Place c l y a short distance from the end of the 
street with the intention o^1 curning into Low York Avenue 
at tne intersection of these two streets. In view of the 
fact that only the cowl lights were burring he did not dis­
cover that he had passed the intersection until the front 
end of the car dropped off the station platform and upon 
the track. He then mace an effort to get the car off tne 
track but was unable to do so before the a.pproaching 
train reached that point. A tost after the accident 
revealed that the rays of automobile head eights showed the 
line of travel on DeHart Pla.ce and ^Iso the mtor-trick 
fence directly ahead. Had llv. Allcroft bi on operating 
his car with tne headlights m operation -aid had ho been 
fully alert he should have observed that he was scaring the 
end of the street in ti.no either to stop the Co.r before 
it passed over the platform or GO turn n t o N^v York 
Avenue as intended. 

http://Pla.ce
http://ti.no
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The only indication that DeHart Place ends at the 
railroad station platform was a warning sign located in 
about the center of the street a short distance south of 
the platform, and at the time of the accident the letter­
ing on this sign was illegible. The evidence indicates 
that attention of both the railroad c crip any and the city 
authorities had been called to the dangerous condition 
that existed at this point and that there had been numerous 
instances of automooiles running beyond the end of the 
street and upon the platform, and m some cases the cars 
were not stopped before completely passing over the plat­
form and u jon the tracks. Notwithstanding the fact 
that a hazard was known to exist at this point, steps 
which were necessary to remedy the situation both from a 
standpoint of the safe operation of trains, as well as 
providing adeoguate safety to vehicular traffic were not 
taken until after tnis accident. Since the accident, 
however, the railroad company has erected a fence across 
the end of DeHirt Place forming a barrier as well as fiving 
warning that the street ends at that point. 

The employees involved were experienced i^en, and 
at the time of the accident noie of them had been on duty 
in violation of any of tne rrovisioas of the hours of 
service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V.r. P. BO RIAL H), 

Director, 


