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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED
ON THE PENNSYLVANIA RATLROAD NEAR ROSSTON, PA
ON OCTCBER 24, 1920

November 9, 1920.

On October 24, 1920, tnere was a rear-end collislon
between two frelgat tralns on tne Pennsylvania Railroad
near Rosston, Pa., wnlcn resulted in tne deatn of 1 em-
ployee. After investigatlon of tnis accldent tne Cnlef of
tne Bureau of Safety reports as follows:

Tnis acecldent occurred on tnat part of tne Allegneny
Divislon wnicn extends between 011 City, Pe., and Kiskl-
minetas Junctlon, Pa., a distance of 92.2 miles. 1In tne
territory wltanin wnlen tnis accldent occurred, tnls 1s a
double-track line over wanlcn trains are operated by time-
table, traln orders, and a manuel block-signal system.
Under Rules 317-4 and 318-4 permissive blocking 1s autaorlzed
for following movemcnts except in tne cerse of passenger
tralns. Tze accldent occurred about 1,100 feet soutn of
tne station at Rosston. Ajproacalng tne voint of accident
from tne nortn thne track ls tangent for severzl tnousand
feet, followed by a 3-minute curve to tne left 433 feet in
lengta, 1569 fget of tangent, ond a curve of 3° 58! to tne
rlgnt 1,075 feet in lengtn; tne accident occurred witnin a
few feet of tne soutnern end of tnis curve. Tae point of
eccldent can be seen by tne englineman of soutnbound trein
a dlstance of gbout 700 feet. Tne grade 1ls practlcally
level. Tne weatner at tne time of tnec accldent was clcar.

Southbound freignt traln extra 2831 consisted of engine
2831 and a caboose, 1n cnarge of Conductor Say eond Engineman
Hutn. According to tne traln sneet, extro 2831 passed tne
block station at Ford, a 1little more tnan 1 mile nortan of
tne peint of aceldent, at 11.34 a.m., and on approscning
the station at Rosston was delayed a few minutes by soutn-
bound extra 2906 pulling ocut of tne pessing track, tne soutn
switcen of wnlen is Just nertn of tne stetion at Resston, or
about 175 feet nortn of tne curve on wnlcn tne accident
occurred. Extre 2831 followed extre 2906 cloesely out of
Rosston, and was moving st a speed variously estimeated Dby
1ts crew to nave been from 5 to 10 miles an nour wren 1ts
cebocse was struck by extra 3021.

Soutnbound freilgnt traln extrs 3021 conslsted of 59
cars and a cebooge, nauled by engine 3021 and asslsted by
nelper englne 3292 on tne rear, and wae in cnarge of Con-
ductor Earley and Englneman McCocl, witn Erngineman McElravey
in cnarge of tne nelper engine. Extra 3021 passed tne block
statlon at Ford at 11.45 a.m., according to tne traln sneet,
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and was trevelling at a speed estimated to nave been from

10 to 15 miles an nour wnen 1t cnllided wlta tne rear cnd

of cxtra 2831 at about 11.48 o.m, ._
Extra 2831 wee driven forwsrd against tne rear end of
extra 2906, scme of tne draw bars in tnat traln being
damaged, wvnlle tne caboose was deralled; tne cabcosge of
extra 2831 was demollisned. Engine 3021 was deralled to tne
left and came to resgt 1n an uprignt posltlon on tne nortn
end of a bridge, about 150 fect beyond tne polnt of accldent.

%ne employee kllled vas 2 brakeman in tne caboose of extra
831.

Flagman Stanlecy, of extra 2831, d4id nct put down any
torpedoecs wnile nls train was walting for extra 2906 to
pull out of the passing track at R-assten., Wnen nls train
procecded benind extra 2906 and he saw tnat 1t was nct in-
creasing 1ts speed, ne sald ne got off and put down ftwo
torpedoes immediately scutn of a road croesing at tne
nortnern end of tne curve, storted anead to overtake nleg
caboose, and nad nearly reacned 1t wnen ne neard extra 3021
approacning. H~ gsld ne tnen went beck on the run and weos
ncar tne road croselng wners ne nad placed tne torpedoes
wanen extra 3021 prssed nim, nls stop signals not nrving been
ocknowledged. H-~ egtimated tae speed of extra 3021 at tne
time of tiac accldent %2 nave been ot least 20 miles an nour.
Flagman Slanley later stated tanet according to measurements
made by nim immedlately after tne accildent tne dlstance
between tne point ynmere ne steond wnen extra 3021 passed nlm
and tne polnt of accldent was 5 telegrapn peles; tals dis-
tance wes aftervords found by measurement to be 670 fect.

Tne stotemente of Crnducter Say were indefinlte, altnougn
ne verified Flegman Stenley'es statements tnat torvedoes were
put dewn and tinet tne flogman ned returned neerly to the
ceboosge wnen extre 302) was neard aporcocning, ot wnicn time
tne conductor sasld ne told tne flagman tc go back. C- nductor
S~y neard tne torpedoes explode and gald tnat Flagman Stanley
nad gotten back feor encugn tne second time to eneble aim to
be scen a conelderable distance by tne englneman of extrao
3081. GConductor Say estimated tne spced of extra 3021 at
tne time of tne accldent at about 20 miles an ncur.

Al tne time Conductor S:y told Flagman Stanley to go .
back, Brakeman Goneen was riding on tne front end of tne
cabocose. He geid tne conductor teld tne flagman to "Get off
end get tnem," and tnat on looking back ne saw Flagman
Stanley get off tne caboose and go back to fleag. Tre point
wnere ne saw Flagmnn Stenley get ¢ff was abeut nalf way be-
tween tne rord croseing and tne point of tne accldent, instead
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of near tne rcad crossing as stnted by Flagman Stanley. Tre
gpot wnere Braokenan Goneen said Flagman Stanley told nlm ne
wes standlng wnen passed by extra 3021 wae 870 feet from thne
point of accldent.

A caution signal was digsplayed wnen extra 3021 passed
the tower at Ford, indicating tnat tnere was a tralin 1n tne
block, wnile thne operator gave to tne engine crew a nand
signal to indlcate tnat tney were closing up on tne preceding
traln. Engineman McCool merely eased off on tne tnrottle,
nowever, and was working a lignt tnrottle, travelling at a
speed estlmated by nim to nave been 20 or 25 mlles an nour,
wnen ne saw some one near tne statlon at Rosston pointing
down tne track. Hls engine exploded two torpedoes and at
about tne same time he saw tne rear end of extra 2831 and
made an emergency application of tne air brakes, reducing tne
speed to about 12 or 14 miles an nour at tne time of tne
accldent. At no time after passing Ford nad ne ssen anytning
anead of nlg traln on thne strailgnt track approacning the
statlon at Rosston. Engineman McCool admitted tnat ne 4id
not nave nls traln under proper control, and said tnat ne
nad seen smoke about 1 mile distant and tnat ne nad been
under tne lmpresslon tnat 1t came from tne engine of extra
2831, wnlcn nad run around nis traln at a previous stotlon.

Tne statements of tne otner membhers of tne crew of extra
3021 failled to develop any additlional facts of 1mportance.

B B. Coleman, n former employee of tne rallroad, was
in tne vicinity of the stotlon at Rogston wnen cxtre 3021
approacned, and reslizing tnat tnere was danger of an acci-
dent ran toward tne track snd gave tne engineman a signal
to 1ndlcate tnat ne was closing up on tne precedling trcoin.
He estimated tne speed of extra 3021 to nave been about 35
miles an nour. He did not near tne explosion of torpedoes
or see tne flagman of extra 2831. Anotner eye-witness, Mrs.
Miller, neard tne torpedoes cxplode, and tne spot sne veinted
out as tnclr epproxlimate locstlon nractically agreed witn tneir
locetion as flxed by Brakeman Goneen.

Tnls accident was cerused by tne fallurc of Engineman
McCool, of extra 3021, to nsve nie train under proper control
after passing a cautlon signel indlcetlion. Conductor Say
and Flagman Stanley of extra 2851, are also at fault for tnelr
failure properly to protect tnelr train Ly flag.

Engineman MeCool stroted tnat ne wes decelved by seeing
smoke about 1 mile distent wnlen ne tnougnt ceme from tne

.engine of extra 2831, wnen as a metter of fact it came from

gne engine of a 76-car traln wnicn was just ancad of extrs
831.
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He was not justified in making any suen cssumption, as
was proved by tne occurrence of tnls accldent, as well as
for the reason tnat tne smoke mlgnt neve come from some
englne on tane nortnbound track, and 1n ony event ne should
not nave zllowed an assumptlion of tnis cnaracter to inter-
fere wltan proper observance of the cautlon slgnal indication
ne nad received, wnicn autnorized nim to "proceed witn ceution.”

Tne weignt of evidence in tnis case 1lndlcates tnat tne
torpedoes placed on tne roil by Flagman Stanley were located
several nundred feet soutn of tne road crossing and tnat ne
wag back only about 700 fcet from tne point of accident wnen
ne was psgsed by the followlng train. His train nad stopped
wnile extra 2906 was pulling out of tne pessing track at a
low rate of speed, nad wslted for tne switen to be closed,
and ned tnen followed extra 2906 at a correspondingly low
rzte of speed. 1In view of tane fact tnat tnere wes & curve
immediately snead on wnien tne view was meterially obscured,
a proper regard for sefety snould nave prompted nim eltner
to tarow off a fusce or to put down torpedcces before nis
train sterted around tne curve. Conductor 8ay wes 1ln posi-
tlon to know wnot was being done and wnet protectlon was
being afforded nls traln, and 1s at fault witn Flagman
Stanley for nis failure to prcvide proper protection.

Engineman McCool was employed as a fireman in 1910 and
promoted to engineman in 1913. Conductor Say was employed
In varicus capacitles between 1903 and 1908, wnen ne was
employed as a frelgnt brakeman, belng promoted to conductor
in 1912; nis last employment as conductor dates from January
1, 19219. Flegman Btanley was empleoyed as o brakeman in 1909
ond reslgned 1in 1913. He was reempleyed as brakeman in
August, 1920.

Tne crew of extra 2831 nad been on duty less tnan 3
nours, previsug to walen tney nad been off duty about 14
nours. Tne crew of extre 3021 nad been on duty about 9 nours,
previcus %o wnlen tney nad been off duty about 23 aours. Tne
crew of tne nelper englne on extra 3021 nad been on duty
nearly taree nourg after about 16 nours off duty.



