No. 1488,

In re Investigation sf aseldsnt on the Pennaylvania
Rallresd (Fuffalo Division) al Pordville, ¥. Y.,
Uetober 20, 1913,

At yub S - iy Sl e -alealien ) N i

On Oetobsr ZCth, 19213, there wen 5 side scollislon De.
twzesn o fTreipght trastn 'nd s Lizht enpine on the Pannsrlvanla
Ralliroad af Pertrille, N, Y., resalting In the death 27 %wo
gaployess «nd the Anjury of teo egployens.

Affter tnvestipg4tinn of thia seeldent, the Chief Inaraoctor
af Saf-ty Applisnoess ravorte as Followal

Tiw Buffslo Plvlalen of the Pennaylvania 3ailrozd on shich
thia sooldent cewcurred, extends Netween Burfplo, N, Y,, and
Gmparive, Pa., & distance +f 121.2 mileea. It %1a for the most
part 5 slagle trmok line upon ohioh trains are operated under
the manusl blask gystem. The Sralnag involved in thle geaident
wers regular northoound froight traln Ro. 98, and a nortkbound
T1zht engine running ae anl extra. On Oatober 12%th, train Ho,
95 soneisting of engline Np., 2674, 2% londed ears and a oaboone,
iaft Zmporing a% 3148 p.m., 1n oharge of aanductopr ¥aleshy and
engineman Mogkford., Thors is a heavy grade horthward fronm
Zpnoriud ko Keatlnyg Suznit a Mlet:npve of 14 milas, and engine
30%¢ in charge of raginskan Epway and flapmsn Johnson was used
%o help traln 95 frow Emporium %o the topn of thla grade. Uoon
arrival 28 Assablng Sunsls at 10.47 p. m.; engine G244 waa
dotashed fron trsin 9% ant wes run g8 an extra nartheard from
that noint, sehind train Mo, 95,

Train No,. 98 arplved at Zortville af aboul 12.80 a, m,,
Dotober R, snd took the siding for southdound traln Ho, 68
due at tha?% pince at 12.54. Bxtra 3024 followed train Ho, 95
alugely inte Jorivilie and want an the slding dehind traina
¥a, 96 %o meat Spaln Ho. 58, Upon arrival of his Srein at
Puprtville, eonduetor uleshy inquired of the oreraior ot %he
telegraph office 1 thepe wore any orders for hls, end upon
being informed that Sthere wera ho$, Peturned to hig traln and
gl nsled $the enginensn %o move down Soward the noyth end of
the siding, #1%: sthe latentlon of leaving on his $lge rprd
righte as soon zs he got a olear bHlaook eignal.

Zhorsly bBefore the arrival of fraln No. 86 Y Porsville,
& leait daveloned in the alr Hrake pipe on engline 2624, causing
Lthe orskes %o stiok, and sn arrival of the Irsin at fortville,
engineman Rgckford endeavored to repalr the lesh, shlch wmas
logasad 1n 2 urilon in the return pipe betwaen the maln resere
volr an? br-ke walve of hir englne, Hs did not ~holly zuaceed
An prevpiring this leck, ac after somplesting hls »ork he a::mld
on'y gst a8 Hredonpa of avoent 50 pounds of ety In the treln line.
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After pumplng 92 the air pressures in hlg train line to 80
pounds, and reoelving s signal from the gunductor, engineasn
Fookford slarted his traln torord the nopth end af the egids
trsak, invending to mlor there snd communlaate with the bloek
aperator, from s telephone hHeoth loeated at thad point, for
the »urpoce of getting & olerr Dlook peraitting hiz %o nrocead
with Me trrin. Tradn Ho. 98 moved shead towsrds the narth
end of the slde traok, vhioh ig sbhout 4,000 feet long, at a
gpeed of 8 or & mileg per hour. The night wes very dark snd
reiny, sné anginewsn BEnckford 4i4 not perosive ¥hat he wae
getting alose o the end of the side trgek until his enpgine
#an almoat At the fouling point., He then ilmmediately appliled
the brakes, but the slr pregsure bDelwp low the angline 4id nat
stop until 1% ran nut of trhe side frsek far snough %o foul
the main track.

Aftep troin No. 95 hed pSacted to pull down to the north
¢nd of Lhwe 2lde track, onplnemen Epway of exftra 3084 reesived
an oprder fror tho Alapricker fo run hls enging shead af frain
Yo, 95 from Poriville to Ulean. This order wpe addresegad to
both Srsing, bul sx Srain Xo. 98 had alraady noved awsy frowm
the ftolagreph offlaa, the orew of that teain oould not reaeive
she apder until %he cnninemrn or eondueter coumuiicstesd with

the operator foon the telerhone Woth, whioh thsy were reaulired

to do An ardar So recsive notlae that the bloak wip ¢lenr,
peraisting theiyr %proin %o pocedd. Upon recelving tris opder
and getting a elenr Dloesk Prom the gparator, englinsuan gy
berkad Mie sngine mt of the aouth end 9f the slde frnck end
starsed norihvrard on She anin firaek,

hen traln o, 9% gispted Sovrard She nopdh end of the
alds frace, flagang ‘frerater 37 tha® traln shanged the oolor
aof the ssrkera on tha pa;r 0F T« cgboose fram groen fio red,
tadiasting Shat the Te-%1 v Y pronged on the pain tr.ok.
fhon axhrs WB4 ab-rred 1 % on Sha moin Sreck behind $ratn
Ho. 96, enjinen 1 "ro-y n.ie ! The red 1ipghte on the ronr of
the ~gboose gnd whiesic 7Lr fhe flapman to change thes %o
gresn 30 ac %o perslt koo v lre S0 pega, Flegsan Srewster
therauron ghengped the 1% %4 and extida 3024 proceedsd 2% p
apaed of 16 or 7C riles e our, arriving et the north end
of the alde Sreak gu? o011 ing +with englne 2824 at the
fouling point shoetly #0% r fh2 latfer engine had coxe to a
stop. N aooount of the Ooritneas, and a 47 gurve %o the left
leading up %o the north ~nd of the elde tragk, snpginscan
Twapy 9ps WRale £5 2r: the anpyine of trein No., 98 until) hs
wen alBnet upon 1%,

Enginenrn Roakfnrd wre nyt axpeating sxfra 30224 o run
ghe .4 of Rig iraln, = ~hen he gaw that hls englne had fouled
the meln Xrsck he A4 0t inzedicstely attenpt €0 Beck into

elesy, Wut lnstewd 31 YU/ a torsh end prepsrad %o go %o the
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telephona Booth, Just at 7shich time Both he and his firegan
noted extra 3024 glmast upon them, eand anly hed tlme to Jume
pefore the gollizion. The two smployses killed were gtudsnt
brezkelien sho #ure tiding on the eagine »f traln No, 96,

The dirset epupe of this socldent wag the fallure of
anglnsgsn Hoekford of teain ¥o, 86 to gtop hie engline inside
the fouling point at north end of Portvills plde trask.
Contributing to the sesident was the fallure of anglneman
Erugy of eXSru %024 %o run hls snging st dautlon pacgt truin
Ho. D8 until he knew that sverything was elenr.

Thers wes 4o deprailing device to proteet the foullng
point st the nopth end of Partville side traok. On meny
rallrocda where paeging traek szitohes sonnest such pagaing
tracka =ith mein line teacks, dersiling devices »rs inetelled
for the sreventisn of such mocldents se the ons here undep
exneideratlion, znd had such a derpiling devios baen insfclled
end in sveration on this presing treck, the ensine of treln
o, 98 7ould hive been Aprsiled but tha eollision wouin hnve
bean avrried,

Ymne n? the exminvers involved in thie aenident wepe
working In violatstion »f any of the nroviegisns of the Hourn
af darvinsg law.



