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In re Investigation of accident on the Pennsylvania 

fiailroaa (Wfalo Division) at Portville, 8. X., 
October SO| 1913. 

On October 2Cfch, 1013, titers a aide collisslaa be* 
tweon a freight tnin >nd * li^ht engine on the PemtsySvenla 
Rallroad at Portvllle, U, X,, resulting In the death of two 
eaployees «nd the* injury of t»o esrployees. 

After tiivsstlffisl'in if thia eeel&ent, the Chief iRgr^otor 
af Safety Applianejsa reports e?t fallows! 

The Buffalo Fdvlsilon of the Pennsylvania fc.*ilroed on ^hioh 
this aooldent #eeurK*&d, flxtsnds between Buffalo, M. Y*, and 
6»poriu», Pa,, e distance if 121 *£ miles* It la far the oost 
part $ fiinfjlo trash line upon which trains ere operated under 
tho manual bloek syat&ie, The tr&lnc Involved in this &eoident 
wars regular northbound freight train So* 96, and a northbound 
ll£ht sn^ine running ae an oxtra. On October l&th, train &o. 
9 6 eortslettng of engine So. 3624, SI loaded Oars an4 a caBoqae, 
left Saporiua at 3i45 p.m., in oharga of aanduotor *tloahy and 
r*nf Inamaii Roefcford. Thar© is a heavy grade northward from 
Kmr>Qf\\m to Kettlng Suaalt a distance of 14 mllea, end enpine 

in charge of ^nglnet^in Brvay and flaggmn Johnson was'used 
to help train 98 from &&t$orlu& to the ton of thla «frfide. Boon 
arrival at Keating Saaait at 10,4? u* a.* engine ?»024 
det&ehed from tr#in 9& w&s run an extra nartftvard ̂ roci 
that noint, *>shlnd train So* 36, 

Train No, 9ft arrived at Partvills at about a. B I « , 
October 10th, «*nd task the glding far southbound trsln Ho. Be 
due at that placo at 12*54. Sxtra 3024 followed train So, 96 
closely into portville am"1 want on the siding behind train 
So, 96 to rse«rt train Mo. ftO, 0>on arrival of hia tr^in nt 
.*ortvllle, eonduotor ̂ ulcohy inquired of the or>*r*ti>r at the 
telegraph office if th**r© wtre any orders for his, grid upon 
being informed that there wra not, returned to his train and 
signaled tho entjiReraisn to £JOV& do&n toward the earth e n d of 
tho siding, wit:i the intention of leaving on his ti.w «*<ard 
rights as $oan &s he a cloar bluo^ signal. 

Shortly before the arrival of train So, 66 at £ortville, 
a le^c developed 10 the «ir brafce pij>o on en&lne °624, causing 
th<& &raKos to etioK* and m &rv%v&X of the train at ?ertvllle, 
englCRjsaftn Hoofc*ojpa endeavored to repair the le&h, whieh was 
located in a union in th# return pipe between the nsain reser
voir and nr'-'ke vĵ lve of his engine* He did not wholly sufseefd 
in rs^eirin^ this leoat after costploting hie work he ê uld* 
on'y get a prffs'uro of s^out oX5 pounds of air in th$ trrln line. 



After pmpim tip tha air pressure in hl« train 11a* to 80 
potintfi, and receiving « signal fro a the aonductor, engine man 
Bookford etarte<! hi a train toward th* north and of tftn wide 
tr&gfc, intending to stop th«r« gnd aotmsunioattf with tha block 
©paratar*. frora a taXephom* booth Xaoatad at that fWlnt, tor 
tha tsarpooa of gattirig & aletr hloafc permitting fci» to T5ra©e#d 
with M e trftin. Train No. 08 saaved ahead towards tha â t-th 
and af the iiitfa trials, ̂ hi'ih is about 4,000 faat X^ng, at a 
«|sfe©d of 8 op a sar hour- The night w&* very dark and 
rtiiny* ana anginera?n Badkfcrd did not perceive that he 
getting oXost* to th® end of sida tr^ak until hie *»nirlne 
*aa almost at the fwling point. He then iwaadlateX? appXled 
the hrakes, but the air pxvsffura oeiatf law tha engine did nat 
& tap until it rm i»ut of the sida traok. far anougrh to fouX 
th« aaln track. 

Aft*r train No, 9© h«d «*artisd to puXX down to tha north 
®n<3 of tha aids tr^ctc, eap;inotŝ n £n?&y of extra 30£4 raealvad 
®n ard&r frops th© disprstrdwr ta run his tn^ina ahea# nt tr*dn 
No, m from PortvlXle to OXwan. This order waa addrassad to 
both trains, but train Mo. 95 had already aavsd away froa 
the t(sl*grfiph o i f i m t th# tirvm of that tr«*ln oould not r#eoiv« 
the- <*rd&r until the enninararn or <$andua&ar easatunleatixi with 
th# operator fro& the telephone 6oath, whioh tfmy were raciulrgd 
to do In '»rdi»r to r̂ ceiv** notion that tha hloak W I S H clear* 
permitting th^tr *?rrin to -trocead* Opan raaaiving trip order 
and getting a el̂ far hiô St frois tha ap^fator, angina&gm 
ba£&ad his an^lne mt of Vrv soutfh and of tfts alda trnofe nnd 
started northward an the <o,iitt traefc. 

**he>n trrdn 9ft st*»rtr*'J tabard tha ttorth and of the 
si4a tragic« flftgama *fre»«ter J * that train changed the solar 
of the m r k a r n on th* r«* r jf T;1 <* cntroaae fra» green to red, 
indicating that the rt»-vi jr**< *. » proe««d on tha »nln trvcJc. *fh«n axtrni ift -rt*^ ^ J"* the a&in trit̂ K hf̂ hlnrt tra'n 
lo. 98* snrla*ta n i the rod lights on tha *»«or of 
th^ "ahotifle and ^ht^*!-^ " JI* ftlirf fiaspaa to change theai to 
pr<B$ti so at' to p̂ r̂ i.* t> - • ̂ /Ire to pc»a» FXê ssan Br^^ster 
th*»petjrion rthKfiprbfl th* IS ind ext^a 3C24 praceeded «t a 
sp««d of Xft or CC H I ? i->•? * !iour, arriainu at the north end 
of th* aid* t^<ik en-* .-jXXi Sng **lth eaglaft at th© 
fouling point fihoi»tiy fi'tfi* tla l&ttar enprlne had ease to a 
etop, On aooount of th** ̂ rfeneflo* and a 4° crurve to the left 
i$&dinf «p ~<t the nor^h * n d of th» side trifalE# «nEr5n»Bfia Hr^o^ aits unfl*>\« to s*pt *!nrine of tPaia Ho* 9d until ha 
wf-s altsoBt upon it. 

Knglnoti'rn H o t k f n M n>t eicpeatlng extra 30^4 to ran 
gĥ /.d of hie train, n ->imn ea1* that his engine had fouled 
tha min trtwk hf» -it' n it iri£;«tiir:t<»iy attempt ta back into 
eX(?®r, hut ln*ste»-0 31 >t< ̂  a tor«h and prepared ta go to tihe 



telephone booth. Just at ihieh time both he am! his fireman 
noted <3ztT» 3084 glmosft upon them, end only had tiste to Junto 
oo fore the collision, the two esaployeea Killed were student 
tsrs&ei&̂ n *ho «ere ri«?in# an the engine of train So» 95. 

fh© tUrsst emim ©f this aaei&ent *os the failure ef 
engine^!! Reekforel ef train ?*c 96 to stop hie engine Institfe 
the fouling point at nsrth »nd of Portvills side traok. 
Oentrlbutlm? to the secident ra« the failure of enginem&n 
Xr«(«r of extra 3*">24 to run his engins st oautlon pact truin 
Ho* until he kw?* th&t everything egg aleor* 

Ther® no £er&ilin^ (levies to protect the fouling 
point p.t the north end af Portvillc side treo&. On ap.ny 
r&iira&^s passing tr«efc s&itohee connect such passing 
trscfca ^t%h &«in line tracks, derailing devices isre installed 
far the prevention of such seelconts ae the one hfcre under 
eonairt®ratl^n^ ami haa such a derailing device been installed 
ants in operation on this peeing tr§c&, the engine of trcln 
fto« 9& w>uld hMre be^n derailed hut the collision would have 
been nvrrftê . 

af the wilovces Involved in this accident ****re 
wQr&im: i*> violation iff nt\f ot the ̂ rovlsiane of the Hour a 
ef Nervine l*sw. 


