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RUPCKT O T'IF DIRACUCR 0. 1112 BUR_AU 0T S4F. Y I3 R
TLVLSTT ALIUN 0F AV ACCTIDRLT WOLJE OCJUR™WD Ch TLF
PLIMSYLVANTS BaTLR0AD LAR PORTAGL, PA., ON
0CTOTTR 9, 1629.

October 26, 1929
To tre Cormy 3gion

0a Qctober 9, 1029, tnere was & 20lllsion betwesn «
passencer triin and a fieti-hl train on trhe Peunsylvaria
Railroacd near Portare, Jo., @i1ch resulted 1in the death
ol thrce earlorens, The 1nvesbl 2Lion of thig accerdent
was made in conjuacltion 1. & representative ol the Public
service Coudamidgion of Lhe State of Pennavlvaaia,
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Locacion and me laod of omerabtion

This a-21]0enl occuryred on thav cart of the Piviosburch
Divasion extoading metween AlLoona and Pittbtg.ovigh, Pa., a
distance of 113.8 ruiles. In Jre v.ciavrey of The point of
accident “his 18 a four-troe Jine over which trains arc
cperated iy bi-c-tuble, troin orders, and an uvliometic
Dlock-si;nael srateud. "he tracks are nwibered from north
TO sounh, 4, 3, 2 ant 1, trnclis 4 ana 3 are oz westbound
traffic sné trecks 2 ant 1 Tor casobcund traffic. UYUr ¢k
0 18 on the south ride »0 tisck 1. The accurenl ccoiirred
at the [ccing-poin’, cro sover leading from track 2 (o track
1, leocated 2,273 feet west ol the slotion at rortece and
within the Ilxmits of I'Y interlockineg, Aproooching, this
point from the west therc are 1,744 feel of Lansent, a 2°
curve Lo the Teft 1,145 [eet 1n leagth, and then 1,755 Teet
of tanent, Jhe sccidene ccculring on Lhe last-mentioned
fanrent ot Lto leasinz end. Lxeent n the vicinity of
the track water paus abt Wilmore, 2 miles west of NY Block
Stotion, the grade i1s generally ascerding for castbouand
troing, beinz 1.1% per cent at the noint of aeccident.

The mechanical interleoclings plant at thhg peint 1s
operated from MY Bloclk Station, located 387 feet wect of
tiae point ol accident At 1his point therec 1s a series
of crossovers comnecting Lracks 4 cnd 3, 3 and 2, 2 and 1,
and 1 and €, the last-ment.oncd crocsover beilnr at the
extreme eastern end of the interlocking liants, with the
Tirst-menticoncd crossover at Lhe western end of th. 1ater-
lockins lim,ls. The home g..nal brid:ec at the western
cad of the .ntcrlncekin- lunts snpans all fiv. tracks and
15 883 f.~t "rest of NY Block Statieni the hooe signals
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> Jor eogbbhornd Sroells ooan Ejt of
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mounted om oars Lriato
1Lhe poor tioa-11-ht Lype. e 571, .81 rocge on fateh
casthowi. disveat 51 2ls are lee.tud Ls 6, 209 f.co muub
of 1Y Blocl. Stevion aad opang the foor ain wiocxks, Li1tsc
Jistant wls also are of the poartion=li-hit bvoo, ©th

noimal 2norgs Bion Mol "anosroach acfc s1cnal prontica o
e o“" There 18 cnoblicr 51 @) Dorars 10,297 £ et wosth
> TY ®Block Station, fun an costsownd traln on black 2

paogcs Lhais ront th@ appsonch loclzine rrith wwhiaich ITY 1ntcr-
locking 18 cquipped boecomes oIffccrive and pr.voais the
toweriaa froa chooring tlo coutc waless ho rodoases the
lock by mo-nally oneracting the clolkyvori riccu ' 1sm wh ch
18 SCT Lo rsUm o com An 2 rianpbcg aaa 35 sccoig, AT tac
castera end ol tho inuellocliang limits at & seiat whout
S15 foot caust of Y Diock Station or 428 fCut cosn of Lh
poxnt ¢l gecreonb, Lthcere 16 acsotacy s1 .01 biadzc vhich
soans the four ain trae's, ou tals bowuse are moanted
whdt ave kXnovm as the eastweru advarce sicaalo, thoese
belng throe—=rosition autoratic s1 rw.ls ol the seaaphore

type. These advauce s.-réls are su conbrolled, howver,
Lrict tioy dlsslay o stop 1rdicction vhoaever the rovhe 18

liaed {Tor o 'woven.ne tirercl Lbe crogsovers Lo track O,
Uacer tuae inmnvrloclizng vulcg, "alain nome-sigral 1rviats
which arc¢ profcel . bo- woiwe ~ad dagtert sicnals, toelr
1ndicatbliore suscesede s criorety ol ftrairs asd cvevis are
clicved fron obs.vrving rule 152, wlhicli 1caurres flog
yrotcetior whicn riching ¢ crossover novoacnt and which algo
nrovidcey Lrlad coell swver ot st a0t be nade whnea a
BUOELLOYT triin 18 (U,

The wcaller was cliar oL the tims ol tno eccideny,
wiirch cecurrida oo otoubs 11.07 .o,

Doscription

Wostboand frozehl troin xora 4455 coacictcd of 65
cars aud a caloosc, dauled by catenc 4455, and was in
chirrge ol Co duccor Himpo aiw ©1 1 .cman licad Thln train

Tived al WY Blocl Staition on track 4 ot lO L D
Liclper o anc 2353, 1n clat ye of W 1a°.0n ownr¢, arrlvcd
on tr.ck 4 at 10.32 p.m. c1d coupled Lo the roar of ¢ ora
LL55. Shoruly aftchﬁ“ds Ll roatc was liacnd for a bAck-
up moverieat across 11 o thoe raln tiacks Lo track 0, and
2t 10.5%¢ p.m, the dwerf i1l indicetion wag disnplayed
Lo authcrizc th ovemeng, The o010 vag bucked throurh
the varicus crogsovers ond f1ieolly wng vrousht Lo o stop
With Cfilne LASS on the croasover tond.ng from trock 2
to traclr 1, a.d rtwag while 11 wes gtonding “L this point
Lant 1t wiee strack by ti~ian o, 4,
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Easthound passconger train Yo, 4 coisisted of two
cXpress cars, onc combindtion c.r, Two coaches and four
Pullman slccpone c-ra, oll of stecl corstructicn, hauled
by onmaine 3672, and was in chorec of Coaductor Smloa wnd

Baginem i Jo'a8Son, Thes train, which vas beolirg operated
on traclk 2, naased W Tower, 4.6 milcs wost ol MY Block
Station, <t 13,01 p.m,, praciicclly oa Swe, orrived at .

NY Block St~tron at 11,07 p.m., cnu collided viith cxtra
L2455 om the crozsover looding to treek L while travelins
at o spoced cssinated to hove been abouo 35 or A0 mileg
ner hoar,

Eroize LAS5, which “jas driven boclvard a alstuAuice

of ctout &4 frcot, was depril-w and hadly deme¢ed, while
1% cars 1mmedittely bk of the osncine verc oleo derciled,
tiue wreelt o bleekire 217 four maio tracks, ragic 3672,
of train Mo, 4, was cotively deraied and badly dnanogcd,
but rcnreired uyrizcht wilk 1ts froa, ond 1ctcriccek.d witsh
whe froat cd of cngane 445D, Th. toendcr of enelne 3672
telescoped thie Jireot cxnress ¢or ot thrg troain, the car
corirg to recet oa ito rogkbt oude inoa bedly-domogecd con-
dition, Thoe seconu cor 0 tuvs tr 10w partly derarled,
but nonc ¢f +hh obicr coms 1n Ll Sooecr Lroin weoa de-
ratlcd, ard only onc of Jom sus ¢l any damogco. 'me
employees kilied were v cagircnand cnd firemen of train
No. 4 ond the vogm1 ormn of wbia 4455,

Sty of ovooclce

Fircnan Flionntr, of « woac AAL5, sootced thet ~fter
of cnstbouwd Train Mo, 52 he noted that the
o track 2 o diegplange oo Ltop sedicotion.,
His owa el then sterccd Lo boclk (eorosy from troclk A4
to triem O 0d he did 1 orain nobice bBhe 1adicotions
dicplnyed by ory of the ¢i171215 01 the one 21gnal bridae,
as bho yicg worlkire ouir his firce, A ftroia-line leak scemed
Lo develop athter che novement bad beon sterted, ~nd vhen
the brekes weee opulicd from holner ¢ m1ae 2353, whach
vas hodlang the movemsat, v's epplicetion being mrde
for the varposc of olowirns iom Tor a siriel cerosaing,
the pauce on cresine A45, 1231cected o 12-ncand recduction.
The cxqine core to o stop on the crosseover lerding IT0m
reelo 2 Yo track 1, vica the pilob of She o1 —o¢ about on
troels 2, acd chortly 2fwerwepeds Foivenosy IMealer saw troin
Moo 4 v v o vestein ond of vhe infoerlesliing plont, He
woaen tolu hias ¢wgrnenel o rovnd o beek-up Mllistble, wnich
wee doae, wnd he scid bh o smimeles thew loolked out tOuf'CldS.
train No, 4 cod called fo him to ~ut 0%, v'o.eh he aid
just poerore ko collizion occurred, Pir.ann Flonacre
Turther gtobed thnlb tne hoe dilight on hsa owa cngine had
been dimmed bot thoet the b dlicht o0 thoe vamine of troin
No. 4 wos burmins braichtly, Fo 114 nobt thinls that tr in
Noas & wes tr-veling ot ¢ very hioh rote of spoed, cotimot-
ing 1% to heve boeen net ore theon 30 or 35 miles per hour.

rs
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Mo othcr mcmber of the crew orf extin 4455, with the
execption of the cnginenun, ho was killed in the nceideat,
was ot the heed cnd of the trein 2t the time 1t stertcd Lo
baek tarcuqn the erocaoverc, Heod Bravenman Womploer had
rotten off vhem tlo troirn crrived ot JY Bloe™t Stotaon, going
bock Lo the coboonse 1n order Lo cab, and he @r1d he wag
riding on the Lo~ wnd of tac enboosc when tne brel-ub
movement woes sterued, he hed noted that the beno simacls
on traclis 2 wd 1 irere in ghe clear pogltlon juse priov o
tac paassage ol tr-ir No, 52, but i1e did rcot nobice thelr
motltior ofser that time; clitloush wbon the hock-up movemelt
gtorted bo ha€ noted thet thc 2dyr wce wtom~bic signtlg
coverning trucks 2 wnd 1 oweee 1a thie stop poesition,. Micale
Brolemen TeXinley, who vas riadiag on the lest ¢or in als
troin wher 1t sterved the brev=un novelcuwt, hod oov novoccd
the indieotions of ony of the sicn-1ls, Conduector If1ppo
d1d not netice the indicotion: of the nome 317013 ¢t any
g1ne, but fucr tac helper oo dne Ned souplea o nis treoio
and tne back-up wremoialt hod staeted, Mo ncoticed whet the
cdvence cutorictice ci1giels Coveruina trocks 2 ond 1 were 1n
tl.n stop poctiioa, Co.fuctoer Hipoo awo 3o~ted thet fne

bacl-up noverezl oo s8Lopped 1n o orccer Lo pormlt bBhe TLootn
to nrotect thie nuvercab of Sne troin aver o 3hIrcce Croaring,

the air (oing on ¢hertly ofceiwnrdy, as 1% an energoncy
enplicatron of the brhes Tod toen nde, ~rnd ¢t the sanc
time o Lheord the woise of thce collizion, Flogmeon Sayler
3G tact view et treia gtoored woeot of thie castoound

home s10271 brade ., ho ez gtrotioned ot the pridge on vhich
the caschbeund advonce outorn ¢ 31740215 orc Zocobed ad
thercfore wrg Gob in 2091t1o ©o obourve th home Sisonnl
lL.dilentions o verning troeks 2 ond 1, The cdv-oace ~utoemotic
_rnclo woere 1 Jhe procecd o0s1h a0l nrler o tho possnec
of lr-~im Mo, 2, ond Lhe m v Laimae he 1oticed tlien vas

hen e oM trais was boeeking thrcusia the e-ofsorcrs, 1t
vwhich tirie hwoth 20 thoose rue~. ftaie g1 ~olsg e 10 the

8TLOD paLitlo,

L

Bariacnn Het rd, of holiper o' q11e 2253, stoted Jhat
rfter courling to the roor o7 cxira 4425 - 1d vibile vailsing
"t tatt powmt for o siorol Lo grosc o o.r, hie noted thab
both che horwe cad the advonec ane” vtie gi-els goveraar
vreels 2 nad 1 owere 1 the stoo pogitior ~t 01l Hairwes en-
copt duri-g the aovenent of troain Yo, 22 on trock 2. These

stetonestes were corrovorated by those of e fireman,

C.rducter 3ath, of tr-oin No, 4, f01d he wos raidiags 1n
the fourtnh cor 1n the tr o I ohet 1w axd uct aotice
ACythirg, wrons v trl Bhe ecoilzplon occurred, there having
been e opoplictb,or of the rir bralics, boe cotim-ted thot
his trean hed brom 2 viyr o3 - specd i AQ or 45 miles per
Loer, It Jeo crpenrad fron €, cuctor Smithts st-tew. b
Jhet Darrorn o-lroon wos non mo oTveys used ~oed
Judenert 14 iho W "dling o bio Lr-in rad it sewned to hainm
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that the enginer.an gust in some Vav have telome 1n-
canacitated mricr fo the occuricnce of tue acercent,
The statements of Barcacemastor Rolard, Lead Braxeuan
Goodwin, and tlassqan Cochrene, <1l of ""“Etll’l Ho. 4, corrobo- .
aled the statemcat of Condaclor Siuth ahovt therc having
Peen no apnlication of the bral.es prier Lo tne cccurrence
of the accident. Flagman Cochrane <izo sleaved that when
he went weck wvo flag he nohiced thatv the home sighal
coverning tracl” 2 was 1n theo ~.op pousiticn and that vhe
distant sigrnal showed an approach indication; this indi-
catron zmeart "appsoach next sig..0l nreparcd *o ctop”.
Signolnan-0perator Cullzn, on duty NY Bloei Ststion,
stated tast eztra AL4S5F arraived at 10.34 p.w. on track 4,
followed bty '.oliper cnfine 2353 at 10,38 p.u, Wegtbounrd
train No, 21 rnassced on tieck 3 ot 10.55 p.m. and eastbouad
trean No. 52 on track 2 at 10,50 p.i. After tle pas sage
of trein Neoc, 52 he lined the crossovers for w.eé extre to
tack acress foom teack 4 to L?uck 0 ond the movencut was
started, he having previous Lalked with the dispatcher
avout thc movencrt and thc ]=ttcr ey up Lwouthorized 1% to
be nade., Sigralnan-0pcrator Cullen soud Le stood 2t the
lcvers folloviar, up the nove weut of the wreol n, restoring
the gwitcheg of the croarevers to cuCir normal posaztion as
sonil a8 Lhe (xtra .nda cleoared the crou_OJtls. Ee had
closgsaed tac crosscvers leacint from racin 4 to track 3 aad
from track 3 to track 2, ~nd was waitiogz ht the levers 1a
order to close the crossover lcaciaz from track z to track 1,
80 3 not to wclay trail:i llo. 4. h1lce gterding at tre
levers nce zaw trawn Lo, 4 approcenlis on the curve botween
the diglant a,..d hooe siginl ifocotizons, and iz g~1d he w Lehed
1t until 1t pacsed the hore sienal., He tren called 1t uO
the attontion of the blrd trick sig. ~laan-opcretor, wh
had arr.ved 1m the vower, cad the Jotter obteaned a fusce
nd endervered to ]i{ht 1t witn the i1dea of trying to
wara too cigiae erew of troin Yol 4, bub was unsuccosslTul
1in ligpbtung the fusce; in the rwantime, S.rnalraa-0perator
Gullcn s sounding the omer - uy tower whistlc, Teoain
No, 4 procccdea, nowever, wit.a the ciplae st111l working
gtcart aud vach 2o 1wotaiccohle ro dQCULuD 1n spead prior to
the accident, nor was there any fire flyirqg from the vnocls.,
lie da1d qot, wwever, notice the position of tos onginchon
and firciim as the cazine .agsgced the vower,  Signalnen-
Opeictor Curlen further ot:eted Lhat the he-4dl 1_'Jht an tho .
¢ 'mune of traiw No. 4 wao bu“‘l”C breshtly, that 6w nasht
would celear ond anrk with wotarus BEo obscure visitilaty, nnd
tiwt th  adveonec antoattic signel goversing tiack 2, lo-
¢ ted just cost of the point of coecideat, wos clso in tie
cbop pooitiom.

o Ry
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3ionelnen=0p.~.tor Forr.. 52010 Lo e-l.e 1nto thoe tower

about 11,04 or 11.05 p.7t., at vhicll tine oxtra 4455 was
backine throu b the crosacvers, finclly slopning wvith the
¢1eie oL bhe crossover leodl-g feowl beomok 2 o trark 1.
S1mlnra=Cporetor Culler we o 2taadinsy ¢uv bthe levers con-
trollin, 113 porLievlor eroscover, aad il ahout che sane
t111c he grw ore1a No, 4 about el o 1lr dastoot  and Te-
aarted co 8t al wm=0nerator Cvllcu thac 1t magkt be de-
laved, Slortly afeerrods, 'wovevaer, teawn o, 4 doessed
thico Pov o 9171w wiol out stonpilug, nAd ac thien picked up o
rusee aaa oL orred sor L uwe front winacw, while Slpxrlnon—
Ooor-tor Cullow sounded oo coergcacy tovier whistle,
Sr ocelrer-0Opoeratoe Ferreon was voasle to lighc Lle fusoe,
ovever, by ¢"e bre tn. troin poasseo Sh.otoawvnor, L whooh
Tare he uould sco bl camiren 1 Ghe ecb, out could Lob
see vhat Foe wes doisgy o did uel reea’l oscelar the fironan,
He cozrﬁbornugd et werents orf Sicacl-Cperctor Cullen t9

the offeet thel tae ongine 01 tTraltas No, /o Wos woreain™ s7 .71
vl 1t mognLd tre vowo™,

Bar _rcaay Rivlelt, v cotigfe O oo oo b 3076, wrg sunt
fro Cotern wzt, 12,1 ril.g wosoe of TY Block stetion, to
Weoale tpe udancod portico o1 trall wo, 4 enastword to

2 8014 he arrived ot NO floels St;ﬁi@l on Lracl:
T

Altooma, H 1 C
2 ob 12,15 o,.h, oard recclvela 0 opnTe .2l 1rdicitiod on vhe

31 ston lLd]L7t+3“ wr LG home sirneal,

O tue rroer cwe of troia "o, 4, chaorgdd

' sted e brokos wad Tould shonn woskiag

properly, ond Lh pullew the rear o ¢ of the trar boek s
far as J Touor, o diotonee 57 /.6 ales, At this latter
porst he rom ocround the Troia vmith hisg o riac, testoed the
brelce ngo1n, ond proccceded witlh Lo tfan to Altoorn, bthe
brrlies working propcrly ot o1} peovato. “Iis gtotorieats worc
corrchorated b thoze of his 7 roown.

disteoneg
Hoe then o
tho trawln

Se.ral-tlerrtainer o1l gcid o was nelloed cbhout 11,15

p.. 0ad rerelied Bhe scone of the sccadrnt abovt 20 riiaates
later, Tirdin, both thr sceod rid tic Liard-iriceh uper.otors
11 the ftower, HU checkea thic positres of bhe lorirs and
found thuern 1.0 the proper pocrticas for ohe routes 1. volwed,
exarmiacd the sceld on the (lcetrac ]LC s rd found ohon
11tret, ~nd tren woent to the - o s14¢ rovorning tracl. 2
21d fuh1€ 1t 1n cht stop pusition, HI 1uep 1o o7 odjust-
e Ls weire sinde ot tle cower or al tne Yo sigeat, cud ¢
cnock of th Lveenrice loclkang erowea tncl 1l weg workias as
intended,  Obsczrvers fthe. w0 plooced b the Pone rad drstant
T Mels crd Ghed. sige]s were koo weder cbscrvaticen a L1l
Ehe comploetrioy of toests or Lo aftcraom of Cotober 12,
Theoe Ttegts, oo well 08 exatiiationg OL the track rolays,
ldELTlOL“lﬂ; Lacatue, oc,, Joiled to disclooce the prosoence
Qo0 ooybhira which ccould kove ccuscd 7 ihprupar 31fmal por-
fornoace,

I—.


http://tj.no
http://Tht.se

£

An cxaminction of the roceords showed Lhot the cnart
covering the trrnel: water poang loceted junt costh orf Wl‘nu T,

or about 2 /mles Trom NY Blor Stotion, 1mdicrted t1 L train
No, 4, novine on troc 2, scooped ﬂnpruflu1LCLy 3' hcs

of watcr Tromn the prn rt abcut 11,03 p.my

Among the d-ta Crrashed 1n connectl ol wath Lhe 2avedti-
ertion of t*i18 accideat was o brict sveteacnt from Dr., C. J.
Bibb, surcoeccn of the Perngylvconlo Reilroad, to tlo off'ect
Thet e was cnlled to ettoad Logzac wam Juﬂﬁoon of traan No,. 4,
and he gtaited: "It 1s ny vreofescloaal cpricon thet deoth was
doe to accrdont ecuged by the wrock,"

COHC-| LS Lo Zu .

This accirdenl wos crusced by tho Joilure of BogLneen
dorasen, of traam No. 4, properly 1o ¢haorve ond obey aigasl
ba)

Tho c¢yidenec 1adeccted o -6 thc g.rmnal oysten was 1rn
proper vorkirns arder oad dieploying the proper 2pnroach cad
dtop 1ndicitimg o8 troan No, 4 opprocched T Bloek Stution
o trocl 2, Undcr the rulcg, an "appr ceh" indzceetiom Tre-
guires o troar to MApor-eoch .ext sion2: prepered to st oM,
wha1ls uvhe spood fwst e roduced al ooco u-ttil 1t 23 5% core
Hhen cuc-hall the _cxinas auct orized gnced ot the poins in-
volwved, Ap-or . ily e neblo. wes teken by LDociicorn o nbason,
however, 1n obodiepce Lo chese provisi. s of the rules, znd
Ve cviccace furbacr indic ued Lhot Mo rass @ taoe horio flgmal

11 the siop poeErtlosr WithcuL 0y reduction - 8hecd 204 vieald
wve megsed tho Ldva e ~usy 18 1L Gt i the stop wos 1+1an
hd the aeccide.t ot gcuurr@d. According no the rocords,

reter wes bt o8 the ticelr vaiter pa.s b TTilciare, about 2
1les fion the pro~t of acerdceat, 1-Aie-tiis Uhat there was
Sthing wro g with the o . we erest ot Lb-L lare, a.4d while

o defirite 180 cn be ascigoed Tor the fe1luie of Fuginc-
e Jeh o gom Lo ~boy the 81 el L G1onilin w w®101 were Hlu—
nloyed Tor hais %roi1. as 1t was ajpro oliza tle w1t of ccel-
A b, tle fact et Thoe Cyloe was whllkylrs mb@al cvia after
pagoLas the home wigani, wilh oo appleco tiol o1 Blhe oar brakes
10v1l1lg beca node, the foet thot the we . ther was ¢lear azd

Tavorable to tﬂb observance of pi17.al 1 dicatiows, which 1n
thr1s cace ecould bove beoea 8ol ‘\r G Co 31feroble dist-ure,

~ad the furthcer fret thot Tthe Ly bhrolzes ca trailan No, 4 werc
L1 2004 wouring order both befure zad after the ccociacat, wou
ke Lt scen anre thas provartls Lhoo Loriooo2 Johr 301 beemne
inecpacitzb 4 1n oo 1 woy s hils troan wos o ppro ching NY
lock Slooion ara t'eeo Lewons uncble ho tolre thic proder stops
tovmrds briaglas Pls Lrein tc o stoon,
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While of course no definzte i1anfornation s avallable as
to vhy Fireman Burlkhelier, of train No. 4, dic not lnow that
Ea~inenan Jdohuson was not operzting the trazin in accerdance
with tnc signal i1idications which were disnlayed, 1t seens
reasonanle to susphse thot afver r.ter had been tatcn at the
Wilmore trock g:qo, the fireman begon o werx on cre fire and
tMat e tras 54111 so caseged at the time of che accident,
sinee hig body, to,ether »i1th ti1s shovel, vas found 1n the
ol pit ofb.or thc occurrence I ohie 1ce Ldcoat,

The ¢ccurioace of thigs sceident recells the ecadont

vhich occurred on *lils 32nc rellroad nc.r Short Lanc, .id,,
on canuary 17 of v ig vorl, In tho casc ol the slort Lure
ceesdeat there vos ¢ vely dease for, warch unwoubtodly cousnd
tlie (ngzecman ¢ vi1e of the vroing irvelved to fail Eo soc
oo os1antl rauicotions, the roselt haing the oceurronce of
(1sas.rous cceluent. In the proscat 1nstance, "t sould
robanlce tpﬁu The CLolaSlon "eg Ln £0me vay incod citatoa
1d for that rcagon Txiicd to cbszrve UM g1l 1.cicr™-ons,
e rcault boirg Zac oceurreace 20 anobther digastrous cel-
cat.,  As s the cosc with the Snert Leunc acscident, 15 19
rohable thit thor vould hove be.n no C1fficulty al NY Dlock
Station had Lhe lirnc been eguirped vrith - natomalic trran
3-Sor or tiain-conorol systeom, ~ad 10 13 rlss zogsiole thiot
the eccrarnnt woul® noct uave oeocureccd hat tle

31aM

-
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.10c opoeen waulpped
w1t 2 3vetom of wigslole o ot e 31amals.

Ag a rouoult o7 the Short Laant ~cclucnt, tho rrilrond
ari~ngsd to 1rat-1l ¢ srstea of vaisible ¢ 2d mdidvl. cab sigael
1m thotl ter.itory. Thot gv.oenl repctos 1ms1wce of the eeb
withiin vicew of the fircunn £ 1ad1 ot g Diorlaved by the
1Tore1de 5141 Loy, aalC there 18 vloo wibthein tho cnb an cudible
slgn"l vhilch mived coicle wmyn.ng Lo any onc .n tne eofine 10
asc the 1waide 3140183 ore set mgi1ast the o ovunent of the
= 17, In thrs particular cnsc, such 2 Zyedor, would havtoe ro-
g ted 1n warn g Fireman RBurkkholder thnt Beoranenia Johnso
VI3 PoT phpY‘hg Ehe al-10]l 1.0ccnTrons ~nd Jnuld TOVL jl“CH
tlhe firrcnern -~ oopnorturty to onriar the troin to o ctol bofore
ghe ceciceat cecurred.

L
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The aver-ce d-1ly tr-wa roverneot ot WY Blogk Stoticn
for tnu 30 deys preccdins the acte of th censdoat wes 216,
21 whieh 53 werce ou track 2. The denarity of trofTi12 on thas
line 18 amply culficient to werroot the ainst llacion of some
svotarr vthich 1vall 21d in the preveontion of eeijcnts Auc to
the forlere of oqglnLWPn cluller ©o chscrve 21 to oboey signal
l1iulcaticasd, ond wils 19 particulwrly 30 vhero train ovemoents
WI'C Buch th ot won a1 acert at doos occur thcic 18 the "n=
cemranying lonser of 1ovolvias ovtor trcins novains on cdjacont
tioelse It 05 rocorviciocd, thercrfore, thobt this zeilrocd
prfccbd as aviellly o3 br.ocbie bHle vathh vhe twstolliction of
snith caloly dLulCuu, nzt o only on tnis »orticuler division,
but on otacr porsicns ol 1ts v oin truanlk 11068 WhoTe 11616 18
A very heoevy tralfie novenoot, ond yhe.o 32 rdduizonnl pro-
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tion has yvet been sung 1od 1n cdditicn Lo thot -~ ffowmicd hy
automabic bloe™-s15n0]l syeliul,

Warinalan Jomnson wes a mon b3 yeoro of cge, tnd had
been 11 enolne service Leor n perved of -~early 30 wrocrs,
proetic. 11y o011 of whiich hod bowen on ta. Prttsbur hh Division,
g izt Leel Jven ¢ physical ox-r ~tion, as well o~ on

L Tl PRy
CIitningl~ oa oon viglon, color ocnsce ead Lcoriag, loss taon
01v mouth eprior to the opgcurrciacce of the accaicdent, being

-

soproved 1n all of Lhosc respects, ALl of tlLo sther oil-

nloyees 1rvolved 1un this pecidents olgo were eancricrccd men,
cnd rone of Lhiem Lad beern on cuty in vicloticn of eny o0 Ve

provlidliers ol the heoars of guelvice Low,
Respeetiully gubriitted,
W, P. BCELMD,

Director.
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