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IMTZRETATA COVVERCED COTYISSIOY

REPORT 7 TVT DIRRCTOP OF TFD PURTAU OF SArETY IN
RE INUTESTTTATICY OF A7 ACCIDENT WHICSH OCCURRED ON
THE PZ¥VIVLVANIA RAIIRCAD MEAR PIERROY, ILL., OF
VARCF 13, 1926.

May 4, 1928,

To the Coc=miggion:

Cn “sren 12, 1928, there was a derailment of a
passenger trzin on the Pennsylvania Rzrlroad near
Pierrcn, I1ll., which resulted 1in the déath of three
erployees, and the injury of six mail eclerts, two
pessengers, onz exprecs messenger and one erployee.

Locetion and method of operaticn

This zcecirdent cccurved on the St. Louis Division,
which extends between Indisnevolis, Ind., and St. Louls,
Yo., & distence of 241,8 miles., In the vicinity of
the point of acecident this 28 a sinzle-track line over
which trains are cperasted by time-teble, train orders,
and a manurl bl~ck-signal system. At a point between
Pocghontas end Paerrcn a section of new main track
epproximatcly 2,900 feet 1n leagth hed peecn placed 1in
service, the mew track being 2n the south side of the
cld “aln Treck. There was no sr2teh at the castern
end of the new gecticn, the conmectionrn with the old
rain track et thkat peoint havinz been orozen, but 2t the
western end of the new section thsesre wes 2 sharp curve
to the right where there wes 2 switch 2oininz the new
track Wlth the nld track. The azccident occurred zt ilhis
switech, which was lccated epproxiretely 1% ritles sast
of Pierron, Apprcachinz this point on tne section of
new track, begirning at 1te eastern end, there wers
severel shor+ curves end tengents, eech cf tnec curves
being of 45' curveture, followed b] 2 1° curve tc the
left 540 feet in 1eﬂutb 76 feet of tengent, and then
the curve of tae switcn conrectlncr with the cld rain
track, w1tk a curvature of 7°232'. The grade 1s slight-
ly ascendl -2 and tnen 1t 1s apout 0.45 per cent descend-
ine for a distence of about 1,300 feet te the beginning
of the curve at the switch. The secticn of new ftrack
1s laid with 100-pound razile, 33 feet in length, with
23 trested ties to the rail-length, tie pleated and
s1nzle-sviked, ond 1s ballested with 2bout 2 feet of
gravel,



At 2 point about 2,500 feet distant from
each end of the new section of track, on the engine-
ran's side, there was located a dow board, each
board being equipped with 2 yellow light, while
—resume-speed bosrde were lccated just beyond the
ends cf the section of new main track, each of these
being equipped with & green light; in addition,
generel order ¥o. 238 was issued under date of March
10, 1936, advising that the new section of track woull
be placed in gerfice at 10 a.m. Yarch 12 end provid-
ing for a speed limit of 10 miles an hour throughout
its length.

Tne weather was clear at tne time of the
accident, which occurred at about 5.55 a.m.

Description

Westbound passenger train No. 13 consisted
of one express car, two mai1l cars, one exXpress car,
three ma1l cars, two express cars, one cosch and one
Pulimsn sleeping car, 1in the order named, hauled by
engines 1301 and 8707, and was 1in charge of Conductor
Mainard and Engiremen Bennett and Hackett. 411 the
cars were of steel construction with the exception
of the first c=r, which wes of wonden construction.
This train left Terre Fezute, Ind., at 2.50 a.m.,
according to tre train_ sheest, 43 minutes late, pass—
ed Pocahontas, sbout 2l miles east of the point of
accident, at 5.45 a.m., 3% minutes latc, entered
upon the section of new trecs and was deraiied at the
switch at the western or leaving =nd of the nev track
while traveling at a speed estimated to heve been
between 3% and 45 miles an hour.

Both engines were dereiled to the right and
come to rest on their sides with the head end of the
first engine 34€ feet beyond the point of derailment
and 48 feet from the center of the track. The first
seven cars of the trzin were also dersiled and con—
si1derably dausged. The ermployees killed were the
engireman of the second engine and both of the fire-
men .
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Sum~e1y of evidence

Enzineven Fennett, of engine 1301, stated
thet he wert on duty a2t 1.22 e,m, farch 13, and 2%
the tire be romistered fo1 duty =21 Terrs Haute Union
St=tion ho did nct have hig time-table wi1th hinm, 1t
teing in his overalls whick —ere hanging in the wash
roorm, At this time he wrcte on the rezister in the
colurn vrovidad for tzet purpose tnet the last generzl
order he hed rec=1ived was gsasrel order No. 2838,
seeinz on the register thet this was ths last general
order otner enginsmen, who had registered prior to
hi~ had receipted for, and bering of the iwpression he
had alrcedy received 3 copy of 1t he did not deem 1%
necess~ry to get another copy, as 2 matter of fact,
however, he had not received a copy of general corder
No. 238 and knew nothing of 1ts contents. After
revl1stering he went to the wash room to chenge his
cicthes #nd then sterted for the telegraph office
for the purpose of examining the bulletin board, He
sar treain Yo. 13 entering the ststion, however, and
51 once fcllomed 1%t to the mestern end of the platform,
forcetting to go to the telegraph cffice, the result
was that he did not exhibit his tiwe-table to the
operetor, —with the generel orders pested in the back
of 1t, 2 wes reouired by toe rules. Engineman Ben-
nett further steted that es his trein approached the
section of nev wzin track he did not sce the slow
board, nor did tae firemen c¢z2ll 1t to his atiention,
the train enterimg on the new track befeore he reelized
1t. He took no a¢tion tow=ard reducine tkhe speed, how-
ever, s the treck rode so srocthly #s tc cause hin
to think 1t mes in safe conditinn for tae speed et
wkich his trein —rgs running Just befcre reeching the
megtern end of tne section «f ne~ track tre reys of the
heedlight of his engine shone on the sharp curve leading
to the sviteh eni he said he then realized the train
m2g8 movineT too repidly to pass eround the curve in
sefety and at once applied the air brakes in emergency.
Engineren Rennett se1d the trein wes traveling at a
high rete of speed before he rade the emergency air-
brake =rplicaticn, but estirated the speed to have
been reduaced to sbout 20 or 25 miles an hour by the
time the trein resgched the switch., After the accident
he s21d te his fireman, who subseguently died, "1t
18 2 wonder ther didn't put out e slow order on that
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new piece of trzeckx" erd the firemen replied, "didn't
you get thke lesst two genersl orders, Nos. 237 and
238%" t¢ rrich Tnoine-an Pennett replizsd "no", En-
sinemasn Rennett furtker ststsd that slthough the rules
requirs 1t, vet 1t was not the practice to exhibit
time-tables to the cperator.

Conductor )eainard, —ao had received a copy
of general order Yo, 238, stated tunat when approach-
ing the point of accident he was riding in the tenth
car, on the south side, but the train vazs on the
ne~ main track before he realized 1t, traveling szt
2 high rate of speed. He taen considered pulling
the emergency cord, but the accident occurred jJust
as be sterted to turn around i1n his sest, at vhich
time he estimated the speed to have been between 35
and 40 miles an Lour. He had not looked for the slow
boerd, as he said 1t was almost 1mpossible to see
ther at night from the cers of 3 moving train and
furthermors he had 1mplicit confidence that the two
enginemen, ~ho had worked w=rith hiwm for vears and were
¢onsidered to be very relisble, would zttend to that
duty snd reduce speed accordingly. Conducter ¥ainard
stated tnat 2lthough the rulee requirs 1t, and he had
been told to do so, yet at no tine did he recall hav-
1ng exhibited his tire-table to the operator at Terre
Feute; 1t was his practice to check tane bulletin board
and 1n the event there mere genersl orders posted
wirich he did rnot have he would secure copy 1n sticker
form, together with a receipt card, and then would
personally apply the sticks: form to his time-taple.

Bagcazenen Thompzon gtated that he had nct
seén general crder No. 238 szd xner notnin~ hatever
of the 10-miles—sn-heour epecd restricticn over the nev
main track. While the tr2in was reuniinT tne curve,
Toving et a speed of about S50 riles an hour, he had
looked out oI the coach to inspect the train, and
noticing nothin~ wrons he cleosed the trep door in the
vestibule and then walked back inside the coech, ot
which tine the sccident occurred. He said the air
brekes werz not applied prier to the accident, and
csti~ated the speed to have been between 35 and 40 miles
An hour at the tire 1t cccurred, He had a time-tzble
end s2id thet ss & genersl rule he observed the bulletin
poard for gener=l orders, but that he did not do so
on this occesion, he did not see the slowv-speed bosrd
vhile rounding the curve as he wes on the south side
of the trsin.
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Flaemen Arbuckle stated that he was aware
of the contentes of gensrsl order No.238, had has
tire :table up to date, and inew where the new section
of ma1n track wes lgeated; awproaching this point he
was prapering to go out orn the rear platform and had
his hend on the decor knob, reedy te open the door,
thinking the trzin was gettinz close to the new
treck, —hen the derezilmert occurred., He estimated
the specd tc have been atout 35 niles an hour just
pricr to the agccident anc did not recall any air-
brake spplication having been made. He understood
that 1% vas his duty to be out on the rear end of
the train when passing over the ne= track and that
Then the train passed the resume-speed toard he was
to transmit a proceed signal to the engineman.

Several mwitneasses testifled that the lights
on the slow and resume-speed boardes, and also on the
high switch stand, were burning properly just prior
to the accident,while ETnginemen Godfresy and Fireman
Palmer, of trein No. 345, which was following train
Yo, 13, stated that the yellow light on the slow
toard was burning preperly end could be seen plein-
1y a distance of abcocut one-half mile.

Bulletain ¥o. €1, 1ssued over the signature
of Road Foreman of Engines Fiddle under date of
September 23, 1934, releted to running engines through
between Indiznzpolis and St. Louis. That bulletin
contained the following provision with respect to
Passenger engine crews reportind for duty at Terre
Hesute, an intermediates point:

"Enginemen and firemen will report to,
receive their time slips ard si1on resistur
at the office of the Jtztion Master 1z the
Union Stetion and wi1ll check Gereral Orders
and present their time table tc the QOperator
in 'D8'" Telegraph Office for approvel and
the posting of such Genersl Drders z8 may te

zcessary."

Operator Sebree, third-trick operator at
"DS" office, stated, however, that 1t was not the
practice for employees to show their time-tables to
hir and that he had not applied the sticker form of
a generel frder in an employee's time-tsble for a
period of about six mronths, When enginemen went
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out oa the rced no

had cuarrent rencr=1 orvders,
orders were i1eceilved ~nd TNE
he sticker ferms. to ether -1 rccelpt cerds

wcre nleced cn the coanter =:.d t-c 2-mloyess would

toke the oenersl ordars therselves and sign the csrds.

At thz ti7e the —~cnersl-crd.r distribution xmethned

mag first inzugursted the employecs 2xhibited thear
Time-tebles, but on numerous cccasionsg he would have

to kcep ther w=iting end they would grow 1mpetient,
receulting 1n the fact thet they credually dsvieted

frc- the reguairzarents of tne rules and as a consequence

the present practice arosse.

t
T tne general
d on the bulletin boerd
t g
e

Firemen Barnett, of trsin No. 88, stated that
ne was in the ®lerraoh cffiece at Terre Hesate Union
8tation at the ti~e Tariremen Hackett, cof the second
engiae of trein Wo, 13, resistercd and the ergineman
rerarked t> him thet Le would lesve 1t up to the
engineran of the lead enzine to look out for the new

me1mn treck reantiored inm zeneral crder ¥o. 338. Leter
he picked up Engineran Fachett's sizaed receint card
for renersl order Yo. 238, ~—rtica mas laying on the
count~r, srd dancsitead 1t 1n the box provided for that
rTurpese.
After *tuc accident Troinewran Heckett'!s time-
tabl: —eg fcuni nesr lis body, ocut the sticker formw
of meneral order Yo. 238 mee not in the tire-table,
1t mas found, ncwever, 1m nis hend ber fastencd to
Eis t2ve slip 1n the si1de poc:ict of nis gnot,

Concluszons

Thig accidert wes cpused br tne rcilarc cf
Incrinerien Bennett, of the lcsd ezgine of trein Ne. 13,
to obay general order Wo. 238 restrictinzg spead to
10 miles =n hodar over tre sectiocn of new wmaln sreck
on mnicen the ageident cccurred, end his failure to
otsarve and be coverned ov the indization of tne slow-—
gpeesu veard locrtea ir edietely east of the new track.
Encineren Bennett had not received a copy of general
crder Yo, 328, but Tnrinemen HJeckett, in cherze of the
gecond enzire, hed received 2 copy of the order end
1g at feult fecr ris frailuro to epply the 21r brekes
Then he sz~ that the requirerents of the order and
els> of tac slom—epeed board were being 1unored by
Eneinemsan Fennest. An szdded factor of nmaterial



1"peortance 7a2s She f-ct that the rules governing
the syste~ est~blished for tae purnose of knowing
th~t e-wloyecs ars 1n porgegsion o 211 .cneral
orders wgrec not enfarced by the officiels acr
obeycd tv the v -ployees.

At the ftaire Encicemsn Benoett wes inter-
vieved 1n the hospitzl ne —as not 1n 2 corndition
which WOJ]d p.rriat of close ngaestioniag and no
satisfactery reason mas devalcped for his failure
to observb the elorm—epeed boeTd Vher 8DPTroBCAlNE

21n trasck. It &id appear,

the sectron of rew .
however, that —~hen registeriag for Guty he savw that
gencral order To. 238 was shomn as the lest general
order raceived by otler erplorees mno n°d register—
ed before hin tnd he was of the 1vpression thet he
had zlreedy received a copy of tras order znd there-
fore so indiceted on the recister It was Xnovn
that Enzinewan Fenanett was 1avolved in domestic
roubles, and he mas ssked 1f this did not con-
tribute te nis failire to perforn kis duty, but he
demied thet such —as tae c2se, saying that train
FMo. 12 pulled into tre stetiosn just as he was start-
inz tovard the telegraph cffice for tne purpose of
exprining the bulletin besrd, and that he then over-
160ked “he zrtter ertairely, procebd1n7 at cnece to
the engine. Enzinem=an E-ckett ho—ever, had received
2 copy of the order z2nd 1t 18 1mp0551ble to steate
why he feiled to cbey its reguire~ants or to ctsarve
the slow-speed board ~her spproacning the scetion of
new track,

In aidition to the lietin 1ssgued by the
roged foreren of engines, praulouslf Teferred To
rule 75 of the book of rules of trz cocorrtin. denert-
ment requires conductors and engl Lten to e.hiolt
their tive-t~tles when revoriinz for duty, hils
uader the sgecial instructinone in the time-table
employees whcse daviss sre srfected by ti~c-tables
wust Deve ~ith the~ while oo auty 2 copy ~ith all
effective supplemerts properly inserted. The rules
mere edeguate to cover the situstiorn hed they oecn
either enforced by the officizls or obeved by the
e 'ployees. The evidence i1ndicsted,however, thet
for seversl ronths 1t had been custonary to leave
to the ven thecwselves the duty of kesping properly
posted ag t~ the 1ssus=snce of i;ﬁgﬁgl orders, 2T othe
mords the syste™ existed oaly e~z and nof in fcct
The feo1lure of the gyster to function apporently
does not 2fiect the steotus of Inzinen~n Hackett,
but 1t presents an s~ple cxplanation s to why
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Engineran Bennett’s forgetfulness —ent unchecked,
finelly resultine in the occurrcence of tnis accident
Frbituel nonobs=ivaace of rulcs has been the subject
of c¢riticism 1n previcus reports and 1t ts only
neccéssery to sugrest thet rules rhich are not to be
cnfoerced should be elimineted from the book of rules.

411 the ermployees involved were experienced
~en; et the tiie of the accident both engine crews
hed veen on dusy less than 4 nours, znd the trzin
crev leéss then B hours, previous to which 211 of these
erployees hed been off duty 26 hours or nore.
Respectiully submitted,
W. P. BCRLAID,

Director.



