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IN R® INVESTIGATIOE OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURREL ON THE
PENNISYLVANIA RATLROAD NEAR NEWARK, OHIO, ON FEBRUARY
1, 1921.
March 17, 1831.

On Fepruary i, 1931, there was a rear-end collision
between a Wwreck train and a ffelght train on the Pennsylvania
Raillroad near Newark, Ohio, which resulted i1n the death of
4 employees and the injury of 2 employees. After investigation

of this accident the Chief cof the Bureau of Safety reports
as follows
Location.

This accident occurred on thal part of the Panhandle
Division extending between Newsark and O Block Station, a
distance of 94.3 miles. Betveen HK snd FO towers, located
0.% and 1.2 miles, respecs:velv, east of Newark, within which
territory this accident cccurred, there are four main tracks,
eitendlng Irom north to south as follows: 3, 1, 3 and 4. TVest-
pound track 3 and eastbound track 4 are freight tracks and
are not signalled for the blocking of trains, trains enter
them at these towers under the autherity of interlocking
caution-signal indications. The speed limit on tracks S and
4 1s 15 miles an hour and although they are entirely within
yard limits trains using them are required to protect by flag
as required by time-taple rule 19, vhich rodifies rule 99
of the bock of operating rules. The accident occurred on
track 4, at a2 point about 1 mile east of HK tower. Approach-
ing the point of accident from thz westv the track 1s tangent
for 5,800 feet, while the grade 18 level. The weather was

cloudy.
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Description.

At the time of the accident the wreck train consisted
of engine 7468, 5 freiznt cars, 1 derrick cer, 1 flat car,
1 %00l car and 1 comr.issary car, ia the order named, 1n
charge of Conductor Jones and Enginewan McDowell. It hak®
ass1sted in clearing up the wreckaze of a derailment a short
distance east of HK tower and had been standing on track 4
about a half hour 7hen 1Ts rear end was struck by extra 8538.

Eastbound freight train extra 8539 consisted of 75
cars and a caboose, hauled by erzine B539, and was in charge
of Conductor Harriscn and Engineman kartwman. It entered
track 4£ a2t EX tov1er at 4.5 a.m. and at about 5 a.m. collided
J1th the rear end of the ~recx train walle travelling at a
speed estimated to havs been abcus 15 miles an hour.

The two rear cars of the wresck tra:n telescoped and
were destroyed by fire vhich broke out in the wrackage. En-
gine 85392 was slightly damaged, while threes cars in 1ts train
were dergllec. The ewmployees killed -vere in cars on the rear
of the sreck train. .

Surr.ary of evidence.

At the time Flagmasn Stump of the wreck trailn went back
to protect the rear of his train, the aarker on the right side
wag displaying red to the rear while the marker on the left

side was displaying ysllov to the rear. Flagman Stump knew
that when his train departed for Columbus he might have %o

use a different set of markers, haviag veen advised *hat there
would be a car on the rear of tane train on which the regular

markers could not be properly displaved, and finally he re-
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turned to his train for the purpose cf arrangirng for a set
cf markers waich could e used on the trip, vhen ne returned
to his train he did not leave any torpsdoes or fusees. He
went 1nto the second car freom wne rear and while there noticed
extra 8539 approaching, at first he thought i1t was on track
32, but oy the time he nad reached the rear end of his train
he realized that 1t was on track 4, being therd cnly 50 car-
lengths cistant  Flagman Stump said he then reached for his
lanterns, but overturned them, and he then started toward
the approaching train, lighting a fusee as he ran, but had
only gotten back a short distance when the approaching train
passed him. He said he called to the engine crev and tarew

-ira. Conductor Jones was at FO toger
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the fusee at the =n

and di1d not kmww that the flagman had returaned to his train.
According to Engineman Hartraan, of extra 8538, shen

his train was approaching the point cf accident he noticed

a orightv headlight and was wondering why the engineman did

not dim 1t. After preoceeding a shert distance, hovever, he

noticed another headlignt which appeared to be very much

brighter, and finally onh dimming his own headlight he saw

the rear end of the wreck train, bub 1t was then too close

to prevexnt the accident. Engineman Hartcan thought the head-

light first seen by him was on an engine in the vicinity of

FO tower, while tne second, vhich appeared to be a much

brighter headlight, was due to the reflesction of nis own head-

light on the window glass on the rear end of the commissary

<

car of the wreck train. Engineman Hartman was sure that no
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markers were displayed on the rear end of tae wreod train
and sa1d he did not see ary sign of a flagmaan or a fusee.

The fireman of extra 8539 was wor<irg on the fire; while the
head brakeman vas shovellirng down coal, nelther of them was
able tc give any further information of importance.

Wreck Master Morrison, who was at the yard cffice,
about 1,05C feet west of the point of accident, sa21d he saw
the warkers as well as a red lamp on tne rear platform, but
that he did not see any lighted fusee or any one prcteciing
the rear of the train.

Westoound train Ko. 31 passed the head end of extra
8539 ghen 1n the vicinity of the yard office and 1t 1s possi-
ble that the headlight of tris engine may have been the one
which Engineman Hartrzn TLirst noticed, although Eagineman
Johnson, in cnarge of tne engine on train No. 21, said he had
vteen opsrating his engine witih the headlight dimmed, 1t was
rather bright, however, and he thought 1*t was possible that
1t might have appeared as 1f 1t had not been dimxed.

Conclusions.

This accident was caused by the failure of Flagran
Stump of the wreck train properly tc protect his trzin.

Flagman Stump had ample time to give his train full
protection, but returned without having been recalled and
without leaving either torpedces or a fusee, for such neglect
of duty there can be no excuse.

Flagman Stusp was employed as a brakeman in June,
1217, and promoted to flagman in December of the same year.

His record was good.
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At the tinme of the accident the trairn crew of the
wreck train nad besn on auty about 20 hours and the engine
crew about 13 hours, after periods off duty varying from ©
hours to several davs, the train crew of extra 8532 had been
on duty about 12 hours and the engine crew aoocut 135 hours,

after pericds off duty varying Ifrom 11 hours to avout a3

hours.



