
IS ES IHVESTIGATIOH OF AM ACCIDENT 3KICH OOCDRffflD OH BEE 
PBWSTL?ASIA RAILROAD, AY L^CSPORT. PA., 

NAMEM is, i9ia. 

On ft •-smba r XB9 1^18, thoxrt , lor^ilmont o f 

a freight tr^in oa the Penaaylrania ft&ilroml T t L xjkî ort, 
P;-., *•>>\eh onfltjuotott the adjaoeat traa*g u>i ©.ai^it tntf 
deraiXj&ent of a p & s t g e a g Q r train #̂iLor^ aollilrtd ILTH tho 
M*rse&age a f aaao»ia l^ter, resuiting la th© d a at) of 1 
am* ioye<> and ti-f? injury of $ ei<ipleyae«s. Aft^r i n v ^ t M v-
t ion t h « Gui*sf of t h e Bttretai of Safety r»i*ort"j - v * foXlo'*#i 

fhtf ?l%tetbur&i Division ot t^e P u n ; j ' i y l v x i U ' \ 

X O . v a Iiirtrtu Sa&t «jCtar*l» hat ?if. ibur m i ' Mtocw., 
d i n t a n o e o f IK*.8 m i l e s . It i- f o u r traok l i n o , u,on 

a n i o n trains o^erAt**! b y tine t A b i e -nd tr An o r d a r i , a*;*-
ilamented by mtmaatio block s i g n a l syntax* »lth h l o o k / i v>-
proximateXy ona mil a ion,:. B ^ v inning oa t h « t o u t h tat* t r > w a k a 

are auabarad fror. one to f o u r * trnokti I . " * . 1 <*? bain u * a h i 

for a&^boumi traffic ̂  H V J ' - J . $ 4 for ^ j a t b o u m t t r i f f ic. 
fha a i j a i A l ' * euro of t h a saaaffeere t y p e * t h r e e i-o *lt Ion, upp**? 
< 5 t i& d r a n t , loo a t art. oa bridges, e «ih hain / <rf>*r th«s tr*eok i t 

j o r e r & e * Tha n t j h t In i O H t i o n - s *r« r ̂ , yellow -ia,' ; r s o n , 

f o r atop, O H U t l o n and olear, r # R p a o t i T a l y » 

Prooeedtog eastward from a trvn^nt O M mil a **v*t of 
the p o i n t - I T vooldant, t h e r e V> -̂<l*jr«>'. curve to ri-M* 

lt:*46 foot Ion ,, foXlo^i by ^aoth^r it .ta s-*nt fa-it l o n g , 

le**ckln; t o - Vtiegrsa if*-winute curve fee >h*> rir^t~,400 f#«t 



long; U.« aoekUnfe ooourmi r i b c s i t ltr>CX- fe«t frois th^ *oat 
©nd of tfti« ourro. I&proaehin^ tho point of *ooii«wt from 
^bout on® mli0 <§*u?t» th^ry la a, ̂ iegroa ouna tn« ri?ht, 
followed b y tan&ont 650 foot in lan^h, la*an te th« "i-
dagres 3U>->&lnu*a mtrvo on stiioh the aooid^nt ooourrea* 

Tr 8 traini ifvolvaa in thl** idsnt oasthound extra 
freight train ^386, ^ routo frost Pittsburgh to Aitoonn, nvi 
*«£tbound iifeflsen̂ er train Ho, 5, *n rout a frorc H o i York to 
GhlOA^o, Tlus extra waws runnin; on trio^ He, 3 tho i 

(=*n.;.(,«*r train on trnok Ho* 1* 
Ext.*. .$366 oon*lftt$d on̂ iiv* ,KBf% fit-1 m^ina 3360 

htflpift̂ , 4& le&tiUid *<*v a {taboos* m Ou a- ̂  Cou^Otor 
BhoswdWr tutd Sni'inamn Wil llc^» Ifejŷ r. It l̂ ffc Pitoaim 
Yard, Pittsburgh, at a&'^oxltaaftaly £i«B& Ho trouble u r a w * 

oxpi^rlano^i -*ith th-* train untU it a&iaf* to Ridgorlow park, 
47,1 alldt? Xrotj Plttwbur^i, **h«r9 tin brakes ocplioa, an*l on 
sxacalnatlon the srak« pipe #a» fount broken on tho v5th oar In 
tho train. On iUftoomrinc th<* trouble, ths air • m * blexl on 
th© portion <*f tha train to tho roar of this ear -m<\ the train 

trooood«d to Gray station* 3*1 mllafj distant, "bors tits iefeo-
tiva Oivf *a,t ;*et off on % nlrilng. At thl-* t l i N s th« entire 
train waa aarofully looked error and nothing: found *rono ^ith 
any other oar, nor awa there any inula at ion of a hot box at any 
tlwo. Leaving Qray Nation, the train rroaseded on tryjk Ho. 
1 at * ipoad of from 30 to 3ft roll > * n b<nir until at &ookpart 
& broken truok on ths m i l oar t the train devallod th^t oar 



ana eight others, tan omrn bo in,: thrown mxottft all four tranko 
ak'i in £ront « f aan^jr train Bo, «itioh y^n ap^roaoh-
in, tm Ho, 4 , 

Train Ho, i*, *n<**n ^Tha Ptmna/lv.iaift Liuitoa,* 
aoa(ii>5t»a a olub o&#, r *£lor O'tf <j P u I I h k u i ^looping 
oca'--, v t r a « n fry loooiaotirsr in oh u*.;?* of Oomuotor Tkilo 
&B*i Ea^intWt Brott. It I* ft Altoona -t Jj .GO pm*u, 1 hour tftei 
10 minutei lato mi^ wan running on oloar sinal" fit a &pm& of 
f r o r i 40 to 48 pities an * our -f^m at about % j& , it uoll,i>i*l 
«it' aorailovi o"vrn axtra 3386 it Lotikfort, 

Th* sn^in^* t«ai«r an* 5 0 0 ^ o L ^ o t<- ,/ ^ w ^ e n ^ r 

f r** in r1* t̂ r̂ -il** th*" if* oor*:tn t*> r « f ^ j ? , * , «0« 
aorfcft of traok Ho. 4, tha l-m^r bein, thrown morale* trnok 4 t 

w llo tha ooaolisn ^*mln*irt ;?*ofcloal1 y ajarlgftt, T1 ̂  bagJHja-
wtntor of train Ho* & « r a i * killed in %ht* ^olliiion* 

Con t J i a t o s î(>»f*lt«r of «xtr>* .:*<W. r i t a t o d that **um 
hla train i * M ? * » d annate th<?s ourvo an Bolivar, l .S *ail**3 fro® 
Lookpoft, » >-? , .ot <2©od view of it* ant ire north ^iia *«*t <>« 

nothlrw N-roftg *lth lt# nor Aid via *e<t away fir** fly in froa 
any of t h u U w v j , (7;on ̂ pro^anin^ Loo)c|*>rt j*tc*tlcm th** &ir 
a^&in a£ipii*5# a o » O J R £ - > 3 k i i i s * d by a aotlooabi^ »n*t not. t**vsr« 
uur/Ok, t;>e train forward about 3 or 4 oar lengths bo-

fere Oofidiv, to a stop* H** V:^u h* em air hoe** he-A burwt and 
tol.l f,:. fla*;.- 4 ) ti j rot aot til tr>«i-,% ^ i i l < » J (tt *ds5> tn •» brake­
man, *alk.^d jtion^iis tho train to tht- front w i , on« <=n ̂ ith«r 
oiiej arriving t̂ Look tort ? i t a t i f l n , » i h f j y foufttt 0 ears af tn.'sir 



4. 
fcr&ia wrecked « n on Lrs.il.Ki >*it untl?vstt<;*»d., -v* !*mf«t t h t 
possencflr train go* ft hrwl oollided *ifch ths *reek&^i, Thf* 
r*oirt ;x>rtton of Uiu train, oonsijitin^ of tn*3 \*a 
li O«JM P nui ran ^ *mit <j ©r ft e;*r l̂ rngthis &ft»r h^la- h*&«n 
sepitratad .s XOP, tha rs^t of ttta train* Ho «***IJJV>N\ the tr&ak 
from the ^ m t of aooident wsjr d -MTV? faun4 »> »?\rk * '.wiioat-
in^ tin t, anything hwi bean drawing. 

ft^jlnftiw-n Williamn, of flxtr^ Xf&ts, rttftt^d th^t 
hi =i tr%in *&*B £su*»ln#- Lookport station ĥ : t<*\% % ? U t j^rV 
frees the train «»vl not io««i air graî e IndlOfttsd th*h traia 
line eaa dsplatad. H« îirrt off ste^ m \ *iH.o*?<Wi tha tr*ir* to 
ooor.e to » *te><« TraXn Ho, S nâ raawt h( < m\ \n<. - a - " i " tft«* ?* 
felt the jerk *ivi ahaa the front portion njf hi* train itop«»> * he 
looked baok aai aa?? th^t tha train hVi • ,trtad «ihout 11 ô r-* bank 
froe hi ? •fmglne a*v* throng? ttu* open of>aae oould tha 
light;* of the i^sengar tr&in* 

Rn«iln©«m ttayer, of helper engine 3388 f ^v&^i tho 
traia moving at a tpoed of about 30 or '55 nilvs *%jfi V>ur 
la^ ttookport ffttttlon ̂toan hfi felt a jar or J#r* from the trstlnj 
leak in- A t hie air &ax$0t

 J»a notieert th« train lina rx® 

registered aero OAI laradi&tely that off <**ean. At tin v*. tir̂ a, 
lo, 5 was |*o«ein> weat oa No, 3 traek tha rear end of the 
trala had paaaad hie engine. After the front rortion nt h\*s 
train ea*aa to * **to h« ;ot off t**« rmjlivj on t M iwirth vi i« and 
**» the fireman ©f angina off hi- engine, r*oln,-' aa*t to 

i roteat tr*»o*i9 H ^ . ' *wrf 4, sna aotlee4 ths f? T > w m 7 * * tr&tn 



5. 

Bo. ^ oossin^ sait to protest hi*s tr In, 
FirotW) Ooi>um, of <mgtaa stated that, pa***~ 

ii»4i Loofcport Htatl^n hn ^as st̂ ifclin̂  In %h\i •jvng^y ot tlu>* «r*-
looking out on the ioft alio -s&i ju^t of Look^rt 

«t , felon ha not load lo, S & x ; ro?wehifi£; j^filni. hi'-
JFu-t about th© tin* tn>5 rof*r An < had j.̂uiafr i t'f «*n£in$» ft 1 ̂  
snglnenan exiled to hla th it tn&ir tr tin *nui parted &$rtin. 

firewan Durg%, o f helper engine 2388, stated that hla 
train »as M o v l n p at « ipsed *J>ou% ,v r-il#? % n , v * u r » r u n n i n g 

under ols.u. ii n a , **hen at a point }u e«iit o f Lo^kport etv* 
lion t h « t r a i n «aye a J * r k *«vi ho n o t i c e d th t t h e tr tin 1 \iu\ 

iTtartxixn **aje ? t m a , t is train e o m l n < to n. 3 t o ? in > * o ye 
len^-tha. Ju*t at* he fait the jerk, tr'<ln Ho. & paoioi hi * 
angina oa Ho. 3 traok. 

F l a ^ m Borod&u, o f extra 3 "388, stated th vt the -speed 
of 1.1 tt train *aa from 30 to 35 wiles an h o u r until r e e a h l A £ 

Lockpart, *h*ra the train o s w to a m*dilan <itoi.', but t><« <thu*ik 
?raa not a aararo one* Ha rode the rl$tt ei&e v.t the oahln o f 

tha o^haoao j***'. tho conductor th© loft 5 i d o « They h«U n-* in-
tlaattaa of aaythin>. *ronc -?itl the train before th® <w»oilont. 
He saw hir. raids of tho tTalft on «il t M surrea and a*** jythlsv; 
^ron; and juat % fss minutes before the aseldent the aaartusts* 
had remarked to hla that ererythin^ agjpearad all oa his 

aide r>t the train. 
Brakemn Luoas, of e*tr^ 3398, stated thvfc at«>v-

i in*, f i f the train ' * t Uook^rt TO • t j O * tft«» « * u * < * as thnt i t 



RiAfĵ vinnf Park. He riding & or 0 frxm th* *a?*h©ose 
**e4 eaid tie Kept *<• a«X3ful lookout *.lon t?i# side of hia 
train ?hil«» rounding < m m s and »t no t law any f ir« fly-
in^ or >ay in-Uoatlon of sjrvythln. -wrong. 

ISnginen&n Brett, ef train Bo, &, ?tata*l that hi** 
tr *in hmi boon :lrift ln^ t s w i H*»n Florenea. Appro^ohin •> % h n 

î olnt of aoolUent ha -*t*i& runninc an ol»(%r <II&K*L^ at a ^peed 
of about 48 ail#« hour. Ha did nt>t ob?$*rva tha traia oa 
Bo. 1 trwdk an**, *&ld ha ^n#^ traok* Bo *. 5 4 wer<& ola&r 
by tha sii^ i i U indla&tloan on tha aisjn*.) brldgs. After j t M x n t U 

lag th* eurra ea<tt of X*ookport ha r<wu*he*A up to «rtly *ta - v t 

•sjui noticed th*s rmglna at«rtin^ to ri^a r o u g h l y ifti thfnvM it 
off the traak. H«i immediately applied trte \ I Z in a»$r~ 

©nay ana very Portly fait th** oraah OF rum In, into ©asr's 
aa*i the engine turn** ov»r on \t*> side o» tho north N1 Us >f 
traok Ho, 4. He erfcrloated hlateelf T M M th# eab an A mat the 
arakasisin «jnd laotxuetad hies to i*e«t ana ; r<ot'X»t ea^tbound 
train,-,. 

?lrewwi l&nrlok, «£ train Ho. 5 , it\t»<i that hid tr̂ iin 
approaofced IfOokpert at & A p a a d of about 4 0 or 46 Filler *ui hour. 
Be aaa oa th« eeatbex until thay oa»*o In vle^ of the ..tttomtio 
slê fc*! Juet eaat of Wskport and n o t e d th*t it Indioasted olear) 
ha aellcd the ladteatloa to the eaglnetaan, *!ho aoknotfledged it. 
Ha w & a working ©» hi 3 fire whea ha not lead %HU «n^in« rising 
rout;tiy aai on looking UUF.T >m< th^ freight train on t r * o k Ho. 
1. rancierM uaooaaaioun by the aooident. 



Contbiotor D»aXo, of train Ho, 5, *t&tad thit La 
la the burgage eofii&rtiartnt of ths alub e^r -.n*i as tha train 
* f S M * aj:i.ro?wghlni£ Lookjjort, %t ̂ ba*it l«Jti tha air suddenly 
^idi**** rtn^'t ra f t l l iVHi th«% hi i train wreaked, 

Hl-V ;v>jt HasK, of train Ho, g s ttatfel tlv*t X';*o«elB-

ia^ Loakrort train o ^ - t o ^ Vf*ry mslA^n stoj , <*MO* irfeU-
e&tad to i\i* t h a t thay h*ut oolli^ad with vswsthtrv; «ynu ha 
i»***<U«4tely *ent b*»k to the B i g a a l bridge, about t*&f a rilla 
eant of t * e i^lnt of ̂ oi&ant, to f=r«tflot *w<ro?*nlau; trains* 

Xiwaotl^ti4>a deraloipad th"* tha rasaf trttofc *tf t*y» 
l8*h ©*r ia tho fr*l,;**t train htui broken nni ha»i baen Lttriila.1 
batT«isn fchv«j «s*itfth fr©£ o f J*ook>c»r^ >i$t&ti(>nf 

o a i J i n t the der diluent. Aa exastl&ati'xn u f t ' i * truo*- fr^so in-
dloatsci 4ef#otira sat.a in both itn tor bottom ra^rg, 
a*A oaraful inai*eotioa revealo& old fx oturon ,i aoll . V E A&veral 

bl(j^holfi<s in tiui notf^l, IsaMlaa,tlca •>/ ti:.; taj ® » J ^ e r ihofsd 
th**t it >«a itsparfeet oa^tiiv ari&inrJ.Iy# ^hil« only a atmll 
nation o f t.*i$ lazier or teaalaa &sis>ar appeared eapeala of 
o&rryiim its rropertloaata load, so that the f aot or of safety 
#m greatly igiaialsed or eatirely ellalna&ed, K&rk** oa the 
trook tx&ttei shoted that it east ia Harsh, r?14, but the 
f aet** aare susa th** %h#y oould aot hare beoa Aiaoevered by 
ordinary laspecjtlea. Ihe oar, n steel wAerfriass î oafiola of 
4S,80w Jornada wl^ht, built la July, 1 1 4 , iwl oa t M * trip 
it -»rm iae*ied ^lth 111*18$ poxtnln ot rounvi msl bir iron. 

At %h& tints of th* aooident tha orew of eafcra 



1 

8. 

R.W.L* 

had bean on duty approximately 4 hours and tho ersw of train 
lo. 5 had boon en doty about 8 hours, after safflolent periods 
off duty* 


