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IVTERSTATE COML.ERCE OO LIIS3ICN

REPCRT OF TET® DIRECICR OF THEE 3UFE4T OF SAFRTY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AY¥ ACCIDEYT WFICH OCCURRED CX
THE PEVNSYLVANTA RATILRCAD AT KEATING, PA , CN
JANUARY 12, 1935

February 28, 1925

To the Commlssion

Cn Januvary 12, 1825, there was a derailment of
a passenger train on the Pennsylvania Rallroad at Kegpt-
ing, Pa , which resulted 1n the dealh of two employees
and the injury of four passengers and one employee The
investigation of tnis accident was made 1n conjunction
with a representative of the Publac Service Cormilssion
0of the Gtate of Pennsylvania.

Location and zethod of onerstion

This accident occurred on that vart of the Ren-
cvo Divisicon extending between Renovo and Enporium Junc-
tion, Pa , a distance of 45 2 miles In the viciaity of
the point of accident thais 1s a double-track linme over
which trains are operated by %tilae-table, train orders,
and a manual block-signal system The accident occurred
al a point about 200 feet east of the station at Keating,
appTroaching this point from the east there 15 g lo curve
to the right, 530 feet of tangent, zand then a curve &%
69 3C' to the right 1,250 feet in length, the accident
occcurring on the last-mentioned curve at a point about
450 feet from 1ts eastern end. The grade 1s practically
level for some distance The track 18 laid with 130-1b
rails, 33 feet 1n length, with about 12 ties to the rail-
length, tie-plated, double-spiked, and ballasted with
from 14 to 1% inocues of cinders and crushed slag The
track 1s maintained 1n p>-d ceondition

The weatl.er was clesr at the time of the gecei-

dent, which occurred at about 3.50 p m
Descrintion

E3stbound passenger train Fco &571 consisted of
one bagpage car, three coaches, one dining csr, and two
Pullman parlor cars, hauled by engine 758,-nd was 1n
charge of Zonductor Mulrey and Encineman Q'SBrien The
baggage car was of wooden construction, while the others
were of all-steel construction Train Ne. 571 lzft Ren-



ove at 3 33 p m , ac cordines to the train sheet, 13 min-
utes late, passed CT Block Station, 0.5 mile from Keat-
lng, at 3.4 p m , =ccordirg to thz train sheet, still
13 minutes late, and was derailed near the station at
Keating while traveling at a speed estimated to have been
about 40 m1les an hour

Trhe engine and tencer turned over to the left
and came to Test on their left sides across the tracks
at a4 polnt about £00 feet beyond the first marks of de-
railment TrLe baggage car was diagonally across the
tracks to the right of the engine, in an upright position,
while the first coach went down a slight embankment to
the right. All the rcmalning carsg were dereillied but re-
mained upright and sustained only slight dausage Tne em-
ployees kx1lled were the enginewan and fireuan

Suwamary of evidence

The stateaents ol Conductor Mulroy, Head Brake-
man Hayes, and Flagunn Xirtland were to the effect that
they had noticed nothing wrong in th=z operation of the
train up to the point of derailment and tneir statements
indicate tnat the air brakes applied in emergency at about
the time the derailment occurred

Baggagemaster J1therall said that when he re-
lieved Bag:agemaster Steltzer at Renovo the latter told
him that the paggage car rode nard, that he had refused
to receilve expreass matter at Williamsport or account of
the fact thst the head end of the c=r was lcoaded to 1ts
capacity, and that he would ncet ride 1n the c-or. Baggage-
master Witherall did not notice anything unusual 1n its
riding gqualities except that there was considerable up-
and-dcwn motion 1n the center of the car When approach-
ing Keating the head end of the car began to lurch and
the third time 1t made this movecment 1t scunded as shough
the wheels were on thc tieg, there was no running-in of
8lack which might indicate that the engine or tender had
been the first to e derailed. Ee tried to reach tne
emergency cord btut was thrown to onc side and rendered
unconscicus Baggarengster Witherall further stated that
he had not neticed any indication of anything dragging
under the car nor dia he notice 2ny application of the
alr brakes prior to the accident.

Bagganemaster Steltzer, wno had veen relieved
at Renove, said he tcok charge of the car at Harrisburg,
where 1t originated, and that the express hzd already besn
loaded when he tcox the car He rode most of the dis-
tance 1n the coach 1mmediately behind the baggage car for
the reason that the tagga_e car was cf wooden construc-
tion, and on account of the fact that all the renaining



cars were of steel construction he fglt that the steel
coach wis a safer place 1n whick to ride, and when ne
turned tha car over to Baggagemaster Witnerall =t Renovo
re told the latter that ne rad not becn riding in the
car He sa1id he had not noticed that 1t rode roughly

It further appeared froa the shatoments of voth of tne
baggagenasters that 1t was gqui.e a comaon occurrence for
wooden baggoge cars to bs placed 1n these trains direct-
ly behind the engine, while the other cars were usually
of stvecl construction.

The gtation 2t Keating is Jocateda on the out-
side of the curve. tatior Agent Irwin, on dubty at that
roint, stated that he was vatcening train o 571 as 11
approached, saw sparks flying fiom the forward truck of
the baggage car and s sccond later that end of the car
secmed To 11isc and then 1o become deralled, apparently
pulling the tender off the rails He thought the train
travelled a distance of from 50 to 80 feet hetween the
time he saw tne sparks flying from under the car and the
ti1ae 1t was derailed E2 had not noticed enytaing wrong
with the engine and said he thought 1t was not derailed
until 1t was atout opposite the station

Operator Pussell, on duty at 2T Block Station,
sa1d he did not notice anything wrong when the train
passed that point, moviang at a specd of about 40 miles
an hour Assistant Superviscr Oyler was slso in OT Block
Station when Srain No 571 passed and he noticed nothing
unusual Shortly afterwards Operator Russell notiiiled
him that the train had cecn derailea at Xcating and he
at once procseded to the point of accident The first
ilarks on the track that ae noliced consisted of a gouged
spot about 3 feet 1n length 1n the space between the two
maln tracks, while the first mark of actual derailment
was at a point about 30 feet farther west, where taecre
was another geouged spot, the first displaced rails were
located an additional digtance of 40 feet to the westward
There was no ccerresponding nark opposite the first gouged
spot to wndicate that 1% might have been made by a pair
of wheels, neither were there any marks on the rails to
ind:cate trhnat any of the wheels had mounted the rails
Assistant Sumerviscr Oyle:r algo said that he measurcd the
gauge and elevaotion of the track on the curve and found
them to be well maintained, a1le the examination of
Track as far back as CT Bloek Station showed no indica-
t1on of dragging eguipncns of any vleces of broken eguip-
ment

Examination of the engine and tender failed fo
disclese anything which could have contributed to the
occurrence of the accident The trucks cf tnc baggage
car were badly damaged i1n the accident The cxanination



of the ferward truck, howsver, disclosed turt two 1-1/8"
spring-vlank hanger-bolts hod been oroken off at their
upper ends, at about the end of the thread, these bolts
being on the west side of the spring plank Tne frac-
tures appearcd to have been more in the nature oir breaks
due to strain being placed upon thea rstasr than the re-
sult of shearing, while on the surface of one of the frac-
tures there was a slight spot which looked as though 1t
might have been an old defect This was g0 located, uow-
ever, tnat 1t could not nave orern eaplly discovered Ty
inspection. Train No 571 had received the usual inspec-
tilon at Renovo without anything in the way of defective
cguipment being discovered

The weight of the lading i1in the forward end of
the baggage car could rot be obtained. Ths lading was
roughly described by Baggrageiaster Witherall as consist-
1ng of 18 crates of strawberries weighing from 800 to SCO
pounds each, 3 or 4 truck loads of small express matter,
175 sacks and muches of 11211, 5 cans of a1lk, 20 bundles
of mapers, 4 trurks and several suit cases The 9a1l znd
some of the otner articles reaclied back toward the cen-
ter of the car but the bulk of this lading was 1n the for-
ward end This baggage car was a 60-foot car, equinped
wita six-wheel trucks, snd having a capacity of 50,000
pounds. It was built in Deceiber, 1903, =nd had received
class B repairs in Novcrber, 1924

Conclusions

The caguse of this accident was not deiinitely
ascertaincd

Apparcntly soume part of the forword truck of
the baggai,c car becane defective, resulting in the de-
rallment oi{ the train The fractures of the spring-plank
hanger-bolts 1n the forward truck of this car were of
such a nature as To 1naicate that they occurred azs a re-
sult of strain placed upon them rather than as a result
of having been shegrea off

Tke euplevecs involved were experienced ien
At the time of the accident the engilne crew had teen on
duty about 1 hour after aore Tazn 11 hours off duty, the
train crew had been on duty gbout 7 ..ours efter froa 34
to 42 hours off duty

Respectfully submitted,

W. F. BOURLAND

Dircctor



