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Horthbound freight h'ahf 1M cmxh axmwn by engines

Nos, 8321 end 6328, aaﬁalatim or %W;;l;l and gaboose, hﬂ
oil Gity, Fa., at 8,05 p.m., rehrun;y int?:g:-Bﬂrrlln, H. Y.

A few miles north of Oil Qity, the rgm bn onalno Ho. 8328 was
braoken nnd this engine was then plmﬂ in tho tﬂt or the traly,

two oars a;mu! of the ¢aboose, At czuw. a sia!.ng aheut 2 ailes

&

smath of lIrving, the orews were ruuawd on' uuounﬁ af having been
on duty sixteen hours, the enainm‘, ﬂru&n, nonduﬁar and
brakemen going to the gabooss for t!m Mbh ﬁf &oad-hagﬁing
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the leading engipe, and ﬂnginém ﬂhﬁ.aunnm on tpo helptns
engine. It arrived ot Irving about 12,58 w.m, um atoppad with
she 1ead1na~mnsi.n¢ at the watar npnut. luatad :ustkuer kof a
throe~gpan Heel girder bridge, 480 faet in mh a'mr the
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Cottarugns River, after the leadlas engins had taken watsr the
train aoved ahend nd steyped Tor the segond engline to get water,
with the eabcose ¢n the northern end of the bridge. hile stsndlng
there the traln wss struek by trein lat Ho. 303,

Kopthhound freight traln lest Ho, 303, drswn by snglne
Ho. 2881, aonalsted of 30 leeded c¢rrs and 5 ambocas, This trasln,
In charge of Conducter ~chulmsn and snginswen “gchults, lef't Gl
Gity, Ua., At 2.15 a,m. on the date of the accldent for suffaslo,
N, ¥ 2t *CE" blosk station, the last open telegraph offise and
about four -1lics aouth of the uelnt of the aecl’ent, trsln lst
fo. 205 recelved a permissive blcoek slgnal and passed that stntien
at 12,08 p.3. about 2,000 foet couth of bhe brldge the engine
exvloded two torpedors, end unsinemen “ehultz made 2 llght appil-
ontion of the nir brskes, . hen about 4G0 fret from the brl-ige,
he =aw the flagmen and st the some time the resr end of &Xtra
6721, . emer-epnoy applicrstion of the brakes wes then wade, but
the train falled Lo stop before the collision coourred.

The engine of traln lst Mo, %03 teleseoped the dabooss
of tha extira enl foreed it forsard inte the ocorl enr ivmedlintely
phand, One of the bragomen deadhseding in the onboaose was kliled.

dJeginning sbout 1.0 feet gouth of the bridpe there is a
2& 33* gurve to the ri;sht, 400 feet 1n length, prlor to which the
track 1s straleht for nearly o ~lle, with a .39 ascending grade for
northbound trains. The rour of extrn 6321 aculd be scen by the
snginenen of the following traln a dilstance of 700 feet. The

grouad wsg ccvered sith lee, #hils the weather wns eloar,
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Conduotor Carroll, of extra 8:1Zl, stated that when

leaving Crow he went Into the ombooee and told the brakemen that
the traln would stop at Irvime and hoth englnez would tmikc anter.
/hen the train stopped for the leading engline to take water, he
left the eabocse and got on the ssoond engine. after the head
engine had talken wrter, he hesrd the whistls soundsed, but eould
not tell the nunber of blasts, Thz enclneman Tencprked that the
encinemasn on the hesadl end had oalied in the flsg, but he sald,
"He mmzt have whlstled off," Ihe snglnemen of the sacond 2ngine
anawsTed by two blastz of tha »hlatle and after welibting two or
three minutes the tvaln atarted. ken the emoond an-<ine arrived
at the ualer spout 1t was uvaceoupled Trom the train and had been
pltand.ng there » saort time tokins weter <hen the acoeldent
occurrsad, st about 12,12 ».m,

Engine~an Liddy, of the lsadlng snglne, stated that ot

row he snd Conduetor Jerroil, ir the >repenoce of the bhrnkecen,

arranged that both =nglnes choul? t-ie nter et IPving: the fliaglan,

howevey, wes not present. The laniiu: zacine stopped at the water
spout and wae thora about 10 dpu ~s taking watsr, o then Tow
goelved a prooeed slsnnl “ror tho brokeman, which he rhswered wlth
two short blaasts of the .histls, e then pulled aheed ond was
walting for the sscund 2n- ianc to take water when the eolliszien
ocourred. ke ls popitlive thrt e 'id not, at any time, sound
fcur blaste of the whistle,

Fipremen Barrosao . o che loading englne atatsad that

leaving Orow 1t was unde:st.od that hoth englnes were o toke weter

at Irving, . hen the tr~in arrives 2% the wmter spout the lesdiing
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engine was aut off =nd weter token, after whioh It wae coupled to
ths trnin ani the brakemasn gave them s signal to zo ahead, They
pulled shand and when ths second saugine had about reached the woter
epout, hls enginemen soumded four short blasts of the whistls for

the enginemmn of the szepond engloe tc signal hinm to stop when the

train had pulled shead fayx encuph for the second enulne to take water,

Brakemsan Thumberg stated thst at Urow arcangereants were
made for both sngines tu tuke weter at Irving, Upesn arrlval at
Ivvineg, ha aut off the leailns encsine ond after 1f had tekan wrtar
he rmgcupled Lt to the trsin, =nd told soglinemen L1y that 1t . as
all right to -ull ahesd, The snslanemen then sounded four bl-sts
of th whistle. In ateur flve qinutos the rear englne anawered
by two blasts of the whisztle; he then told asnglnemnn uiidy to
ruil akend, inglne-an wiidy nnswered by sounding two blvsta of
the whistle, =nd pulled un for vhe segond en-ine to t-ke wster,

arokeonan agllepr atated $hot leavline Qrow he -'re rlilng
on the acy alaad of the seennd engine, He knew notiung of the
arr-ne ments for the zecond englze to take water at Irving., The
train stovpod at Irving =nd the bend engine tooit water; .nglnousan
iiddy then sounded four Lon.s, distémet blasts of the whistla. lHe
stated that he then loekesd buek, epnd saw the Flagnen give a proceed
aignel, which .nginenan ..i°dy zoknowledged +ith twe blasts of the
whigtle. Thisz in turn was ~newersd by the second engiune, The traln
then pulled shend for the seoond englna tc take water,

snginarian Jhriatencen, of the avoond englne, stated thnt
upon arrivel =t {-vipge the hoad englne took water, after shiloh

Fer ineman 103y scunded two Blasts of the whistle, e answered

limedl tely, openmd the throvtle of als own eéncine, ant Just €

the tyein started he looked baek snd sew the lagmen alve a Dreosced
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signel. He atated that if the head enginemen oalled in the {legnman
before whiatling off he d4id not hear thﬁ_sisnal, as the safety
valve an hls engine wre unceated part of the tinme.

¥ireman Colegrove, of the second englne, steted thet
efter the head engine hrd teken water, he heard four longz blasts
of the whistle sounded, and told hls enginemsn they were calling
in the flsgueni hls engincmen snswered by soundins two blacts of
the whistle, Just before the collislon ocourred he saw the flagman
about flve feet rrom the scuthern 2nd of the bridge, at whioh time
he was goling bueck but wss meking slow progress on aceount of ole
on the ties,

Flagman sagner stated thet he dld4 not roceive sny in-

struetions or informetlca reletlve to hoth ongines taking weter at

Irving., The train stopped at about 11,55 a.m. with the head engine

at the water spout, He imnediately got off the eaboose and welked
beck about 18 er 20 ear lengths apnd remmined until eslled in by
four long blaste of the whistle on the lead engine, He then
placed two torpedoss on tho rail, returmed to thals caboonse and gave
& procesd glgnal, The traln pulied up, stopplng with the oebocae
on the northern snd of the hridge, and he got off lmmediately,
#hen he hemd the torpedoas explo.e, he took his flag and went
basit, renching a polnt about five or tem feet scuth of the bridge
when the approsching train passed him,

Bngineman Jehultz, of traln lst He., 03, stated that when
passing "CK" blook =tatlcon he «as glven a permlsslve signal end
proceeded =t a apeed of rbout 24 miles per hcur. Befgre reaching

the curve spprosching Irving, and when ahout 2,400 fget south of

the bridge, his englne exzploded two torpedoes, He lmmediately -
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chut off, made a fiveepound redustion of his train lize preasurs,
and asked the brakeman and fireman, who had a batter view, L7 they
oould see anything zhoud, they replying in the nogative, lis atated
that when a troln wea taking water at Irving 1ts reay ond ususlly
extended south of the bdrldge, nnd in this cage, so:ing no roer
ond, he erncluded that the traln had gone., He drifted salong ané
was Just going to relense the brakes when he gaw the (lagnen sad
tho enboose on the hridge, Tha brakeman apd firensn shouteld to
hia nt the snme time, e uade nn emergency applleation of the
braszes aad when the coillslon cceurrsd had raduccd the apead “rom
gtout 19 niles per hour te ebout 35 or 4 #iles pay hour. de further
atated thet ‘her he rlrst asw the flagran, hs as sbout 10 onr
len.ths avey and akout in ile midile of the tringe. Ul of s
brukas, aicept ane, weve ln ool sorklug order, and tock nell in
au eife¢tlive sanner.

¥iresen dushes, ot traln lat No., 703, stated that upon
thie expiosion of the torpedoves, Lhe esnginemsn shut of I siennm,
Mlremun Udughos then zot upon the seat with the braksnen %o look
aherd, bubt saw nothias., sz “he train came gemr the bridae thay
gaw tue flaseas running toward them, and st r~pee shouled te the
ensinnmen, who lumwedlately -edée an enmergeney application of the
brukat.

Thir mecldent was caused by the fatlure of Flegmen ‘agner
and Jenduotor Carroll sraperly to protegt thelr trsin, and by the
fallure of Lrgineman ~“chultz preperly to acntrol the 2pred of hla

trnin aftor explcoding 'we torpedoes,
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Aule lo. 99 of the aperating rules of thls railroed

reads as followst
*$hen a train stops or is Jelayed, under
oirounstanses in whioh 1t nay ha overteken

by another train, the flegmen must go deaok

inmedlately with atop slgnela a suffieclent

distange to lnsure full proteetion. hen

recnlled he may return to Rls train, rirst

placing two torpedcea on the rail when the

gonditions requirs 1t."

Under thlz wuls, even 1f he had been aalled in when tha first
angine had finishsed teking weter, «han the train pulled up 48 car
len;thes and agala stopped to permit the second engine to take
water, Flegmen yagner should have gons baok immedlately, mnd

not waoited until he heard the anprosching train, or depended upon
the torpedose he had placed on ths track to provide protecticn.
In view of the faot that the traln stopped wlith tho rear and on
the brldige, in an ugusunl leoeation, and that the view of an ap=-
prosshing train was obacured by » surve, proper regard for salaty
rajulred that Flagnmen Jognor should have uyaed sxtreme care in
protecting the rexr end of hia traln.

Zonduator darroll 1z egually at fault in that he falled
to anks definite arrancenents sith Tlagmen segner relative to both
encines taking wseter at Irvins. hen his traln pulled up for
the seecnd engine to taks water heo was only three onr lengths from
the renr of hils train: he imew trsat the flaguan had besen recalled

by the hesd encine, snd whan %the pecond stop was =ade he should

have made ocertoin that “is tr-ln sse properly protestad,
ngineman Tehultz smn at fault In faillng/prcperly %o

gontrol the spsed of iLia treln after exploding the two taorpedoes

approaching Irving. Cenernl “ule Ho. 1% reads as follows: -

- e——




Fq'.\

==

1%, The exploaion of two torpedoesn, nut more

than 800 fwet spart 1z a sigaal to reduve apeed

and looik out for 2 stop afignel or tracic obstruction.®
«ten his trealn entered this bloaek, he raseived a permlssive sigmal,
whiah required hiam %o procced wlth cautlen, expeating to flnd the
blook ocoupled., aAfter exploding the torpedoes, the view belng
ohatruotad b, the gcurvature of the traek znd aluve by the bridge,
he should neve 8o contpolled the speed of nis troln as Lo have
baan able to stop Lt within :la renge of yvialon, I he had
done so in this lnatence the sosident would not hnave oncurrad,

shlla tlis evidence 1lu sonflliatling, it iz bellaved that
pnglnezsan Liddy svunded four blasts of the whistle hefors the
seouwnd engine had Laken weater, and In sc Asing hs used poor
Judgnent In glving e signel which might be intornretsd by the
Tlagnen as a signal to return to the train.

A1l of the amployses involved 1a this aceiden? wore
experisneed xen., The crsw of extra 8381 had beer n Juty

3 Lours and 14 minuuvss -nd the orew of train lst No. 203, 11 nours

and 14 alnutes at the tims of the agclient,



