
(510) 

la r* Imraatimmtlam af aa a«*l«*mt watfj 
em taa ?*amayliFamle S«iXro«« soar m i 

b*thto*a* **.* M»r*h 1$, Wl«. 

JarlX i£» Itii* 
on atom* 15, itls, am sooldemt e m e n i em taa 

m** caused by a rook faHis* 
" a wmmtaei too aide af a aat against taa aid* af 

rsnaltod la th* d*atm of tarn 
to 1* **mm«mmmrm aad ama railroad 

ior investigation of this accident tarn Chief of 

tho Fmiladalaaia Division of 
m * to^rrlaborg^pf!,?dia*am** of'*t*Vi all**, aad 

at taa point of aooidaat ia a damhl*-tr**k iimo " 
far aasmaamor traffla* Tho freight tjaffl* ia _ 
*vor a low gxatm lis* aat adJaeaat to tarn aaamem#sr tn 
amv*m*mt af trala* oa *hl* divielon ia protected by am 
atj ~ 

a aairnt ama mile aaat af tarn point of a 
s — J l y , taa diroetloa |m wal** tho trala am* w la tnmgaat far a dlstame* af about bum miloa ama tha 

«r*d* la Jf£ ascending ta taa point of aooidaat whlah aeamrr** 
am tho ammmtft ia a aat which ia ©no-half mile Ions ami mam a 

depth af atgBtr foot. Th* aeoid«at occurred 500 fa*t 
tho moat aad of ih« amt whor* tha death ia about 35 foot. 

Th* trala Involved waa weatbosnd a*aa*m«w trala Ho. 
19* am xmmt* from Sow fork to Ciaoiaoatl ama Cbioago, ama •emeiate* 
of 1 eewbination «ar, 1 coach aad 6 Pullaaa aleoming mars* all af 
all~st«ol ©oaatraetion. It was hauled by locomotive mm* i m , aaa 
•mm im ***««* of Conductor S. I. Edward* amd aa«la*mmm S» Seam**!* 
It loft miadftipmia at 10,51 p. aw Marea Uth, 3 annate** late amd 
passed £9 Block station, th* laat ©pen talmeroah offtc* aaat of 
tarn moimt of aooidaat at 18.57 aou* marah 15th, oa tis*9 ami while a#amia« through ta* eat aboat am* mil* moat of 111sab* ~ 
Pa.t amd la mil** east of Harrtabure» at 1.02 ***• at a 
of about 40 alios par hour, a rook about 14 foot lam** 8 *•*»"" 
thlok amd 12 foot old*, foil out of the north face of th* out 
a#aimat th* aid* of th* trala. fa* rook oiightly erased the roof 

th* raar-oad af th* **oond mar froa tho *m#mm amd struck full 
Wm$ flret vhloh mam the third oar ia tho treia, p«a*tr»tiai 

crushing ia mm* side, naif the length af the car* swerving th* 
a* memth aide af th* eastward track wmrnr* It 
to rmat im mm inverted position im the 

im th* trala warn also 
*lo*p*r am fifth mar im ta* 

f a r -
*l**p«r vmrm derailed, whoa tho rook oamm im «mi&n*ft with th* 



trala, « kaaokle broke betweaa the aaash aad first elweper, 
taa avals to sopssata aad a Gonseaaent application af taa a 
aatia air brakes broagbt taa engine aad flret taa ©are to a atop 

Mat af ta* polat aawva tha poofc fail* *aa flrat about 806 feat vast of ta* poiat 
aad aasoad slaapsrs vara practically M&mmw*& aad taa third 
sleeper «** badly dasagad* The bslanoe af the trala suffered vary 
little 

Tb« aat la *i*lob this avoidant assarred aaa eoaatraatsd la 
1900. It aaaaiata of vary largo boulders aixed with * aaall 
aaaamt af slay* the boulders aoatly bolag In eoataot with one 
another separated only by e seam tfblob la la seas iaataaaaa 
barely visible, la tha construction of tha oat tha rook ras 

or lose shattered by blasting aaterlai aad it la aot alvara^ 
poaalble to distinguish those araaaa froa tha aatmral 

ia a trap formation aad la vary hard* ffh* eoaatxy la this vicinity aaaaa aaay o«t~«r@iplsg boulders aad has tha ajjpasraasa 
af glacial drift formation. *b« aat la patrolled bath day aad 
sight by watshsam* who eltarsnta positions aeofcly. faa al#t 
aatehasa la ra^lrad to aaaa aaa roundtrlp through ths aat aao% 

leaving tha amtah baa aa tha aaaa hoar concluding tha 
-rip at 40 alaataa past tha hoar. Hie parforaaneo la 

checked by tha aaa a* a aaaaea «atehaaa*a aleak at throe at at lose 
located la tha aat. aias aatah box wast of the avatar of tha aat, 
tha start lag point, aad hay box post at west aad aai key boa peat 
at aaat aad of tha aat* *a frxaalaatloa of tha dock dial fmdl* 
aatad that tha imtehstea had performed bis daty aith respsat ta 
patrolling tha aat ap to tha time of tha accident. 

Jacob S. Cenrsd atato* that ha baa 
wmp***w*m mm ttttehmmn la tbla oat since #aaa. 1905, aad that 
ana been aa fall of big rook -rithSa the past 5 or d years* m 
aekos fretaeat laapaatleaa. Oa tb* day before tha aecidoat 
ha inspected taat aide of tha aat aad if thare had baea oaf 
ahaaga la tha peeitioa of the rocka ha would have noticed it* Be 
remembered tha partlaalar rook before it fell. Its poolties *ea 
loasiag e«ay from tha trmck aad thera ware no risible signs of 
getting loose. 

aTlght *e*ah*sa Banisl F. fayler stated that ho ha* 
la tha employ of tha Panaayivaaia Railroad at different periods 
during tb* peat 13 fears aad has baaa employed aa n»tehmma la tha 

siaee October 15. 1*17. &* hod miaabathtoaa eat aiaoa October 15, 1917* »» had toaowa 
rooks to fall from tha sst# the largest ha had aver found 
aaaat tha else af a water basket. Bs remembered tha positioa af 
tha largo rask that fall aad stated that it had 1* 
there aaa no thing to show that i% aaa loess mm ha awer 
it weald fall. S« west ea daty at 4*3© p. a* Marsh 14th 



amd* his hourly tripe af inspection aa close ta th* eehodul* aa 
aa «o*ad sake tha* amd aaa aa ta® watch box, im* ted about 200 
f**t *eat of th* point whore the rook f*11# ready to atart aa ammtho? tour at am* m*«lmmk whom bo heard Ho. if approaching. 
Taa weather aaa foggy aad drilling rain* So knew ther* warn 
nothing down. So train aad paaaed tkemngh taa aat within taa 
hawr, aad if aar raek bad alippod or failoa bo would bare hear* 
it. He aaa steading ia frost of tb« watch box aad aar* So. if 
a proceed signal with hie laatora aad aaa steading Im that 
position aaaa the oacidont ocourred. 

Truck forewan Harvey fait* etst-d that ho iaapooted tha 
tat af tha aat oa Harah 4th aad observed aa apparaat dangerou* 
•oadltlom*. Oa Sarah 5th aad 6th. while m*w rali aaa balaa iaii 
ia the oat ho vaa la that vicinity aaat of tha time aad w«mt 
through taa aat amawama tiaoo oa tha** datea. So alao went 
through tha eat twice aa tho amy praaaiiaf tha aooidaat, aaaa 
la the Horning aad oa* la tho evening, aai observed ma «pp*orau«* 
of daag*r* B* farther stated that if any oraeka had opened up 
ar aar rook* had b*eome 4i£piao*d» ha wot&d hav* notlood thaaw 

General track Foreman ft* I.. BtoU *tat*d that ho sad 
assistant Supervisor Harrow had aad* aa inspection of th* oat 
during tho latter part of February aad that he had boon through 
th* aat a doaaa ar aar* time* during tho w**k am*mmiiag the 
aeeldeat, aaa observed no change la th* position of aay of tha 
rank* alao* th* preceding inspection. Bo reatemberad tho 
particular rock that fell and stated that It atood pi rtly 
vertical, loaning slightly away from the track. It aaam**** 
to ha th* projection of a ledge running hack lata th* bamk aad 
r**ted am rook* underneath aurroundod by dirt. 

JSagiaeamn Edward Danaell of train ho. 19 atatad that 
he was running about on tlao* tho night was very dark and foggy* 
He saw th* watchman la tha out aad observed nothing unusual 
aatll a Jark occurred In his train and hie brake* applied la 
th* eaergeney bringing hi* engine to a atop after running ahemt 
alx ear length*. Be thought aa air ho** had burst aaa after 
preparing to replace it, he *mlkmd back aad diacov rod the wreak. 

*h* testimony of all the of floor* amd •mpleyeoa warn 
war* latarrogated ladlaatad that there warn nothing in tha 
appaaramam of th* rook to five amy warning that It was about 
ta fall, la fast la th* opinion of aomm of th* •a^lsyoaiwho 
war* familiar with the oat It was one of th* last rook* tamy 
wamld haw* aspect*d to fall. It was ahowm that raamat inspec­
tion* of amah th* tap amd fa©* of th* out had boon mad* am* 
dlaalmmed mm unusual condition, amd that th* nl#^t wetchnaa 
am am* of hi* raamlar hourly trip* had passed th* pmlat where 
th* rook fall only erne hour before, aad had obo*rved nothing 
maw heard amy sound at that tine, aor at aay tlm* during th* 
night that wamld iadieat* amy preliminary slipping. 



Apparently tha reek was in aearly a Tertlesl position, aat 
inclined slightly from the tmek aai had the sppeeraase af 
being firaly Imbedded. It apparently tall ever* plretlag areas* 
am its aaaa leariag another rock abere It which mm later raaered 
ay blsatlng. taa largo rock was estl^atsd ta weigh bstweea 150 
aad 200 teas* three aaallar rocka alaa ease de»a« Altogcth^-
it was accessary to reaare Ebout ooo teas af reek* m e last 
preceding fall of roek of say esssefeeaee la this aat as aaeaa 
ay taa reesrds, occurred em April 17* 1912* 

It seeas probable taat the water penetrated the saeas 
la %Um reek to a greater depth then uenal aad ewiag to taa 
severe eiatar aad frozen deeper, taea producing a greater wedg* 
lag effect taea asaal which fallowed ay the hoary rains of the few 
previous days eameed aha roek to part fros taa larger body of 
stone aad slip away* Tb* eeasea leading ap to the falling ef tha 
rock whtsh was the direct seas* of this aooldaat, appear to hare 
aatlelpeted. 

Tha fast that the enrs eeaprlslag the trala lavehr ad la 
m a aooldeat were af all steel construction undoubtedly minimised 
the fatalities aad emphasises the superior protection afforded 
trarelera apon railroads ay this olaoa of eqnlpaaat. 


