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Boo, IS* IflltU 
Ob Oat***? 3* 1918, thara waa aa avoidant on tha Panasqrl-

•anla Eallroad aa mat Bedford, Ohio* whioh roaultad in tha 
d«*tk of m and tho injury otf Is pwraoas* all of whan war* 
waiting for a* had alraady all^itad fxos an Saat Badfard train* 
Aftar Inrarrtl Ration* tho Chief ef tha Bureau of Snfoty ragxtfta 
aa foi lows! 

Tbia aooidaat ooourrad an tha Olaroiand A Tlttab&r^ 
diYi.ilon, a d»frl*~t*a*Jr lint* oror which train* aro ap$r&t*d 
by tlaa tabl* and traia *rd*ra, anpplsmantad by aa faitomtio 
block ayoten* tha wwcrraat of traf/io is eastbGUttl oa tha &auth 
traok sad *aatbound on thi north tr«\ok, ip^roaahlne East Bad-
ford from tha oast tho trsafc la tangent far a diataaea of 1.84 
faille tv th* point of aooidaat# aad aa oonUroia* for a diatanoa 
of about 4*000 foot beyond* 

TOY tha purpoa* at diaotuafgine and r*oolrla& pAoaanjjaro 
tha PemsylTani* Sailro^: axeafcod cinfttr ylatfosmfl ftt En.it 
Badford about 900 foot la l**gta« oaa of s&ieh ia looaiad oa 
tha south eld* of tho aaatbouud traor aad aaathar oa tha north 
aids of tho waatbaund txaalu The tr«ofcft at thia point or* in 
tho daapast part of a IS to IB foot out about K*4O0 foot la 
longth* Thar* i* na oroaaawar or faao* bstwaan tho frlAtfc*r»a, 

this oonditioa naraw it nooa&aary to croaa tha traaks la 
order to reaoh tht south aid*, and alao wnablift pf&saan^ara to 
gat m aad off traia* froa aatwwan tha traok** Ifeat of tha 
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persona using tJUa action ar* ai%&oy*«s of a auaitioaa aaauf 
f.AOt urine oor»*m *&ioh sa eatraaa* to It* plant by 
of A wooden atalr*&y leading up a bank fxow tha einder platf era 
ad^aooot to tha north, tra-ok. Tha railroad Oofspajoy ha* ̂ rovilad 
a 3haltar for p&a*antg«ra «* another paint oa tha north ilda of 
tha traoke, bat thia is off Ita rigtt of any aad apparantly la 
littla uaad* 

Th* Munitions ooapaay werkaan ara osarly all raaldaat* 
of Clsraland, about 14j alias wast of Seat Bedford, sad tha 
Psanaylvaaia Railroad haa on tm oooaoiona aatablished a pa*~ 
»anger *»moo batwaoa thaaa points* tha last ana hsring b**a 
la off aot ainoa ffoTeiBbar, 1917. Thi A aarrioa is aat ahowa oa 
tlaa tiafelea, bat la aano*mo*d by aaaaa of a general notice 
poatad oa ths bulletin board* ia d*pota aaad stations* Railroad 
•aploy*** ara required to b* faaUiar *ith ta**e notlo**, bat 
do net sign far than* a* la taa aaa* of general orders whion 
ara alao bullatiaad bat ara aakaowledged by bains signed for* 
Both gsaaral notio** aad seneral ardar* ara Mofcerad aerially 
beginning with tho fixnt day of *aoh year, sad la October, Ida, 
tha latest general order of tha &«T*land * Pittsburgh Dirlsioa 
was Ko* aad th* U*t*at goaaral aotie* 100* Tha geaersl no-
tin* oovarina th* aahaduls of th* last Bedford passenger traia 
ia So. ST. 

Th* tx&iao iCTrolrad ia thi* aooidaat aar* p*ae*n&er 
extra 7378 aad result paa**ac*r trala lo* d3S* 

Xctra. paaaengar traia Vo* 7378 aonaiatad of ensla* 
737S, oa* ©pan platform sad fir* ToatUml* ooaah**, ia oaarg* 
of Oonduator Trans la aad gngln*ann lisatag* ft loft Cl«rr*laad, 



3* 
m route for Sast Bedford, at 6*07 **«*» 13 minttes late, mX 

arrived at B&st Badford at About A,83 a*a*, 30 aiisitee lata* 
Oaf are it had oame to t\ atop* soma f aw passengers aad adroacty 
aii&ited /sad ether *» were a roaming tha traska fraa taa north 
ulatforta in order ta ts*t oa board far tha return trip, JUr.t 
it thi's tins *o*tboimd passenger tmia So. 835 ran into tha 
sroTfli of parsons aaattered alan£ tha traafes* 

Paasaa$er train Bo. 93& esaaiatsd of «n£in* 9710 end 
lis aara, in chfypj*̂  of Conduoter Shnarjx* and Sn£ins?ian Ftnlsy. 
It laft Ooliurfcurs for ClsYalind at 1.40 e^a*# 30 ninutaa l^ta # 

paaaad Ifcaalook, tha last opm telegraph affloa *t 8.53 a,i%# 

13 oimttea late, and about taa aUaa further Taat p&aaeS 
aongar -set** 7379 tthlla naming at a apaad Tsriettsly eatimatad 
from 33 ta 60 miles m hour. & thiafc fee prerailsd at tha time, 

&$Lns&m I*iabtas af paaaeager extra lo. ?37fi atatad 
that he laft C&eTSlasad a«aut IS niau&ea lata, and stopped 
at B. *«»ar* afccatt 3 alias aaat of last Bedford and also at 
the firtat bios* east of Sedford atatioa aa mmvmt of tha also* 
nfiga&l twins la stop position. Tery foggy wsathar prer&ilad, 

aad aa ha *en* Along ha sounded tha shistls sad proaeedsd with 
oautisa at a $&e@d af froa & ta 6 alias aa hoar* Shan part aa/ 
paat tha block aigo&X ho heard a train pan* at a spaed of fraa 

to 30 niles m hour. B<* heard tha flratam show* aad later 
aayi "Th*y awra killad a loi! of people over there, • After tha 
#oatbound trala paaaad ha aavsd alaas about a train length ta 
& point «hare ha had aada a aark ta fltop, and aa signal did sa. 
HIS did not has* SO* 335 whirls, sad as ha pulled ay tha plat* 
fom, (suite a oroni aaa already gettiag aa sad raaning book aad 



f 
forth la front of tha angina. Si nad frec^uattly obasTTed traiao 
paasine *hi^ point without BALAS; under sonrtral. S# fens* IT to 
ba tha rule not to paan betwaea & platform AND. a trala diaehars-
lh{£ ̂ cuiaeaQara ualsss avorythin^ aaa olear* SeonuBS of TBA 

ah-trfyjtfjr of tha £*siie»£»xrt, oonditiona at Baat Badford are a a-
pooi&lly bad( tlioy exareisa littla eaation> saaamsntly orowiing 
and JUEpirifr thro^i^h windows la patting aa AAD off oar*, Ba 
stated that oa hi* runs qpeod AAA aat THA fir tat consideration. 
Hla train maa aaraly bulletined SAD aot shown AA TLRAA orurde* 

Oortttuotox yraaols of Extra T3T<3 ATATAD that hla trala 
a^rxooahsd Saat Bedford at a APAAD of about six to sl^it railaa 
an hour ana hs w jotting ready ta pall taa ball sard for th<s 
anginen&t to atop aaaa ths engine of TRAIN 83$ neat BY aad ha 
m& boding b« ginning to roll oa tha aids HS aaa oa* Hi?? train 
atoppod aad 038 aonticoad oa tarsal tha FAS. lhay ways goine, 
hs t&ou^ttj at .* .xpsitid of about 45 alias sa hoar* Hs said thara 
T?A3 no facility at this point FAX passengers to so froa oaa 
platform to another, and ha had BEEN AXPAOTLAG oo«athin^ li&S 

till a to happen b<?EAU3« of tha etaraetar of THA pa*«aag*r»» *ho 
exaraisad little option and GOT lata aad oat of oar windows 
bofera tho tr«dn stopped, Hs had oailad atTentice to the danger. 
Ho also atafced that ha was saoaniatsd with THA ruls requiring 
oxfera train o roosirins or iiaOBarginft PAAASASARS to AAA thM 
thay aro protaotsd agalaat other trains, sad had oos^lisd with 
this rulo. Ia this aaaa his flagasa saa PRAPARAD to prat sot 
ths train as aooa as it anna to a STOP* Hs stated that the Cast 
Badford run in announced BY naaaa of a GENERAL not las, whloh 
aaployosa a*a not retired to siga f « . 



Tireoan tfloh of extra 7378 atatad that tho weather *t 
t*te ti«a of th* aooident vary foggyt that tha trala stepped 
far a, rad blook o&at of Badfoxd Station, than started again, 
<m& m thay want *la«g ha startad to ring taa ball nail* tha 
a&ciaaissft blow tha station "tfiistla. lo ha looked ah9*4 ho saw 
&n <m$ln* aoains ri#tt on through tha fog* In a tooaont ho #wr 
that K i B w t J i l n i i luwi lM%7pma& and oallod out* So atatad that >n>-
dar Ut^ ruls4 tha waotbejaid train should bar* boon prepared to 
stop a t thia point* Ha did not haar J*?< sound th* * h i : ? t i u 

for tfc 4 arousing or ,ttat i<m aad tats* it to ba a aonwon pnustio* 
villi; B&at $edford paaaangers to el lab taroa^ window* ta jotting 
on and off o;a^, «rrafi ̂oiiufj 9 0 far aa to oliafr erar tht* trains* 
Ha « only slightly f«wili^r with th* general not loo, Ho. <37, 
ooverinii th# êhetfeila of hia tradn, e»£?loye*s ara aot fur-
alahad with ooples, but ara required to road tbara on tho bulla* 
tin bo&rda. 

Read Bra&enaa Buosy of frtra 7378 stated that hia traia 
m « within four oar lengths of Bedford when So* <JSS paaaad rapid­
ly by in tha fog. He «9»a oa tho front atona af tha oar nest 
tha angina and bM. % flag and fuaee la hia hand ready to at*p 
off &a soon ^ $&eed aXaekeaad* He aaa looiino; for th* west­
bound train aad juat aa ba *aa ready to Janp be aat? tho an&iae* 
t% waa solnji A t parhagm 40 cat 45 ail** aa hoar} ha did aot 
iiê u- it ^i#tl<i» oa rtfioount of th* nolo* of hit* engine, but 
hoard others say t h a t it did aa. th* fag waa eo thiofc t h a t ha 
oculd m% saa f s o r a than 40 or SO feat ahead* It waa a fraqaant 
oooarranoo, ho .it at ad, for westbound train* to pass the station 



walla ssaaaa&ars ware balng leaded and unloaded an the north 
traok, and he always pro toot ad hla train. Ha stated that bat 

i'a-fl î sn had Jaapsd off his trala nasa It was paaaad by Ho* 

Bresson Koubaak, ^ o was satins as flagman oa thia ran* 
stated that bin tr&in oasss Into East Bedford at a apaad of froa 
two to f faro nils* m hour, m d that ho did aot ass So. 635 OOPS-

las, nor did ha hoar it tfiistla or ring ths ball* 19hon it paaaad 
he thought it running at about 40 or 45 atlas an hour, aad 

i 

st&tad th»t aftir naming into tha srawd it aontlna&l oa for * 
dlstaasa of about 13 or 13 aar lengths, Sa stated that It was 
ouatofa&ry for tha fla^nsm am * trala stopping to rsoaiws or un­
load pasaen^exa to ; rot sot a$siaat anpffaaaalng trains, sad tha 
rula d:io required ipproagaing train* to be sa the lookout for 
trains rsoairinc and discharging paaaengara. H# thotuî ht Bo. G':s 
ahouli hava .vppro&ohad prspsrad ta east tho extra., HJI hsd not 
jeaau tho general not loo oantaiaintj tha aahedulo of hin train for 

;*otaa tlao. Ifc* d o oonfirood tha staaaasats af others tb*it paa-
sengsrs &t Saat Bedford do aot eonfino thaiBaalvaa to ths piat-
f&xna la sotting oa aad off oars* Es bad sailed attention to 
thai? disorderly oonduot, bat did aot know thwt anything had 
boon Ooao* 

&islnoraan flnlsy of lo. §98 stated that hs left Golua-
buis, Ohio, for Olwalaad* 1.40 a*a*# 30 slant sa lata. Ths apaad 
of hi?* trala was 40 alias m hotxrt tha vest bar was foggy, aad 
hs slowed down for tho oro^aing batwaaa *haelook and East Bod-
ford and douadsd ths whistle until ha gat over tha crossing* 
applying tha br&ea litjfttly baaaaaa of tha fag. Hs Bounded ths 
whl.itlo again at ibout tha blook signal aad atatad that ha knew 
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nbwxt artr* paaaenfSGr fZ7Bt bat aad aa «CMI lafortsatloa T~,£ ita 
riOhsdula, though he reoallod road tog * aotioa regarding a. ah ansa 
la its tiiao. Ha did rtot .ipproewh Saat Bedford (prepared ta find 
thi - extra, he had foyprcttan shout it an this ooaaaloa* Oa 
aooount of t&o fog **a oould saa aa faore than two or thraa o^r 
lengths ahead, and on seasoning Bfcrt Bedford he «*J? tha aaa 
t»t not tha train. ioaediaaely apjliad tha hrafeo* in oner** 
ssaoy, hut did not hm& ttem to sir* aay &lg&0l» running about 
tiso traia lengths after Applying tha sir. Zn paacrlng ^leeloefc 
ha oould hardly aaa taa bleafe $ig&aX *a& would hare gone ay it* 
hod it bean o^iftrt* hire bao^uaa of harlas a olear bloat below. 
Xt cffiM hta au'jtma to alo* .lorn. sfeen tho hoaa si^ial indioat&i 
step, but aiu*n tha ditrtsmt signal waa olear* ha relied upon taa 
ha?s$ '*l£aal mlnz olear. Bo WSA award taat Rule 153 ro^ilrod 
aautiea in poaelag a polat {here * pa*aea$er train li diaoharg-
ia^ cr loading jpasseagar^ but on this particular Bwming, he 
did not fa^ra tha rule in mind* aar did. ha retail wfcathor bell 
m a ringing <&en ^ o s i ^ Sâ st Bedford* Sad ha not forgotten 
ibout tiia raid ho would have aj>F«roaohed jjreparal to ft op. Ia 
naming at a. ,?p*vxl of 40 alien aa bona appraa4aln$ Bast Bedford 
hm a&altted thub hia train waa not under ooatrol, bat ha waa 
raa&ina up loet t l m aad the ̂ aaaea@or extra had slipped his 
Bind* But for tlm fog be would haaa gone faster* 8s also 
atsctod that <&ila th# ootapaay haa few general not loan, it ia 
difficult to roaastoor all $helr sehedulea* partionlorly thoaa 
of e&ealol trains * aad tha safer prantle* ha thou^it would be 
to ,sho» trains oa tiae oard or by general order, nfeioh «aploy*ss 
ar» ra^irod to sign for* Hs stated th«t **i*re oae train 1» gpo-



lag west aad another east, on ia tha jsresent in&taaos, ha 
would scspeot tha latter ta flag against the forrasr, bat tba 
aeetbauad train oust aaaa prepared to stop wfaotho* flawed or 
act, tm raoairad by rale 153, He further atatad that ba aovar 
eauada tba whistle for art «& ion al#a&l aa a^prowhiag Saat Bod-
ford, mid knew af no inatraations daaaadine it, the oaly re-
quiraaent be lag to sauad tha whlstls for rtt̂ ulf-* afcationfl Whar* 
a <$top aaa ta ba aada or w*il flaked ap* 

Coadaota? Sharp* of train Ho. 03S ftt*ked th#t the with­
er wa*» vary foggy aad aa bis train j*wv»ed the platform at £&#t 
Bedford, he aaw a erowa of aaa standing there sad thoufct the 
Eaot Bedford run had aot yet arrived. Be nt^tod thn it 1 out>-
taaaiy to «|ipraaflB that point with a/art ion, ^nd tha ongiasaaa 
whistled for tha axoa&iag about a/5 of a wilo froa Ifcwt Bedford, 
and thoa for tha erowelag beyond. The tr^in wan ruaainc froa 
35 ti 40 olios an h<̂ ur at the ti»e of aooi&ent. fic ww> t&orougfc-
ly f miliar with genajrsl not loo 9? cov::riru. the souodule of Ex­
tra ?S78 sad oould aot aaa how the anginas? overlookod it, par-
tioulaxXy an taay had mat thaa train before «ad had boon flagged 
by it, though aot so lata m oa tho pronont occasion, fto thought 
th© bettor praotioe wuld aa to rdaas extra sad aj'ocial trains 
on tiae oard roths? than burden aonduatorv3 aad easine^son* e 
mmxf with many fjonsr^l not io OCA. Bo had spoken to the sagino-
swstn about slowing ur at East Bedford oa aoaouit of conditions 
there, aad was faailiar with rule 15* requiring a train not to 
pass a statioa oa douals track whore another train Xr, loading 
or mtlaftfltng paaaaBfaxs* On aooount of hi& train being behind 



9. 
tlaa ho did not Qxpoot to moot this extra. He eaid that on 
the nijjit of October 1 he read the bulletin hoard together ivith 
the engineman and called the latter•a attention to train ar­
riving at East Bedford at 6.35 a.m. and intimated that there 
.ran a chanoe fox trouble -unless that train wae looked out for, 
Tho ? 0 £ n-.i thickest, he thoughtt at Kact Bedford, but act so 
thick aa to obsoure the 3icnal<s, though the ensinensan slowed 
d c m to see then. 

Fireman Lacoy of train Ho, 9r»B stated that hia train 
left Colui£DU3 X ninutoa late and that some of the tirce taa 
Tiade up oetwoen Hudson an! Bedford; when hla train p&aued 
Tthaolock,, tt T a n on?7 Tlx ninutes late. Ho atatad th.it he was 
farilior v̂lth tha fiohodulo of the extra paasengor train, as it 
r?as on a general notice and he had read tho notice at the Cleve­
land roundhouse. On approaching 'Theelook tho signals wexe clear; 
raised was raduoed from 50 or 55 mile a to between 35 and 40 miles 
an hour. Tho weather was vary foggy and he oould not aee over 
15 feet aha ad of engine; hs did not aae the extra until olose 
to it. Thourjh it ia customary on approaching Eaat Bodford to 
have train under oontxol, in compliance with rule 153, h© atated 
that on account of being behind time tha extra pasoencer was 
overlooked, Aftox tae accident hie train ran about two train 
lengths. On aooount of the fog he m a watching the signal and 
the East Bedford extra aliped his mind; until he pas sod the 
extra he did not notloe people on the traeka. 

Flagman Pepple of train Ho. 635 stated that on aooount 
of tho fog tho aneed waa not aa great aa usual on approaohing 
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BsOfora, bela^ fron 35 t* 40 miles an hour. !h*a near lag 
t&n* point it WPS* oustomry to r<Khioa speed, and on previous oo-
e&aiona thia had boon dona* Ho nod not Man th* bulletin <wm~ 
tainin^ tha artra*; uahsrtul* a a hi* first intiantion of tha aa* 
aidant **v* 7 i ; ^ n tha bra&ati allied la saarganoy. Tha train c m -
tiauad on for a&roral hundred foot thereafter, a d he did not 
&IGW whether the engineaaa blow tbe whiatla or rang the boll for 
Saat Badford station* lib WHO faadllar with rule 153, requiring 
trains to use caution in api^raaafeiag a static* ubare paaaens«rs 
wrfl being picked up or unloaded. 

BrokoaRn Bow of trala Bb. $38 stated taat his train waa 
running batman 40 -m* 4A ailea aa hour at tlaa of tho aooidaat 
and aont inxiod r n o T r i m * for sororal hundred feat thereafter. Bo 
d i d not &** tho steoldoot occur* but knew that oa ^proaabing 
Zwrfe Bedford it 1* customary to bo on the lookout. Ha did aot 
uaow ^hat raoont olm&ges had bean aad* ia tha bulletin oovoriaG 
sxtra r,«aaong«r 7378, 

3. ft. Tlormll, a d a r k ta th* division frai^it agent 
of ftoo of tha Pennsylvania Railroad at Clotaland, who rooidoa 
at £a#t Bodford, trtrsted that on th<? morning cf th* aaoldant ha 
w&s waiting to tsk* th* trala to Glared sad with aaay other* who 
wora loattorad aloa^ tho oindar walk for a aaaaidoraibla 41*taao** 
H© hoard Ho* shistla, thoa#* ha aid aat think other a did* 
And ijcartftdiatoly thaxsaftar heard th* ablatio of Sxtra 7370* Aa 
tho latter pullad up $a& before it stopped, tha waiting nan get 
up, oroaaad tha tracks, and b*$fta to set on board. Ha saw the 
flyman of 7076 standing at th* batten stsp of coach aert to aa-



gins *i*h * JTX«g ia fl«ah hand. Bui stated that Is. 03fS was at 
tb.c ti^o -jqvia^ *t î onrt 40 alios m hour, althoa^t it usaal 
for ?«»t bound trains to op^r&tfr turn passing this point at a 
ooaaidarably roduood sip sod—about in to 15 alios m hour, A 
heavy fog prevail*!, and ho thou^t taa raen along tba trnok 
oouiiin't nm tbo #a«tbound train aad tba saglastaa ia turn 
couldn't aaa tba mmu fhan ho first oaagat sight of Bo. 
it was already plowing ttorough ths araaat 

Car Inspector IfeB^na, a pswean^or oa l&rtra staled 
taat tho U n 2u*l not jot ooma to a stop aaaa tha aooldont 
bispponad, Tho grade at thia point la aoadaaive to high speed 
for =¥Sfjtbound train*, though, thay usually peas 1Ea.it Bedford at 
about 10 to 15 rail a a <*a hour. He saw ths brafcsssan oa 7378 ora-
parod to f l ^ against cmA stated that that train was running 
at froa S3 to 40 ailoo aa hour. He did not boar it* whittle or 
ball, 

Suporintsndsnt EtfSoatUlsc of tha 0. & P. Division 
^atad thnt hs did not tit ink it asoassary ta atoow ths extra 
paooanQsr on tbo r^jjular tlaa oard, as soaotaat olvsags* aro 
md* in ita aoheduie* Ho stated that the asa oucbt to as 
fftaili^r *ith its awvomanta, sad that oaaaaloa&l obaoka wars 
md& to ?irto«rtitin if thoy are observing tho ruloa, fha matter 
*>£ iuxillMn-i oopin? a of ths Qaasral aotloeg to ^l o y o s s to **-
t̂ aoh to that? tlao ô rdtf h M been aoasidarad and <wuld ba put 
into of feat -soon* B> wan aor&iaiated with taa condition* at 
Bast Bodforl, m d <jtit#i tlvst ths as oaaditioaa are esroly tsn-
porary, an *ith ths ending of tha war thara would probably bo 
aa oooaaloa for running tha paeasagsr axtra* 
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M 
ThJU accident waa oaaaed by ta* failure of fi^lneaaa 

7ini*y and Conductor Siarp* ef lo. C36 ta bar* their train un­
der control whoa ^rronnhlng Cast Badford# aa iwjuired by rule 
133 of tlie hook of rules of the P*sa*ylraaia Lines Wast of Pitta* 
Uuxah, which road* aa follows* 

Trains aust aaa omit Ion ia aa**i&$ a train ro-r 
c&ivlng or diaaharsing passenger* at a atactica* aad 
aust aot paaa aatwaaa it aad the platfora at whioh 
tha paaaengora ura being received or discharged** 

In r i * 3 of the he**? fog existing at tha tia*, extraordinary 
o&r* should hare aaaa taken to eaa that this rule waa complied 

r 

w i t h . 

Oeaaure alao attache* to taa railroad eoiM*xy for its 
failure properly to safeguard ita paaasagera* Xn view of the 
inrga nuz&er of per mats loaded aad unloaded at this point, Via 
ooa^aay aay properly hare erected a feaoe between tha tracks 
sad a brides cwarhoadj or asvad tha atatlaa to aaaa other point 
3&ere proper facilities already axiat or can aa conraniaatly 
constructed* 

Haci the 3&at Bedford apsaiil taaa flfeown oa thtf working 
tlaa card, or hod tha aaployeaa haaa fumiahad with oopltta of 
tho general notice for raf area**, taay would hare ho en acre 
fatailiar with the achodula. 

ill the owployeas involved war* sapcxloaaed &*a aad 
nona had been on 3uty acre than seven hoars at tha tiaa« 

B.F. 


