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IN RX INYZUFXQATION OF if AOOUTIENT WHICH OOCURRED OF THE
PXUENSTLYANIA % ’% » ORIO0, ON
Dea, 18, 1718,

On Oogebnx 3, 1008, thore waa an asoldant on the Penpayle
. vanla Bailroad o ¥ast Bedford, Uhio, which remited in ihe
death of 70 and the injuxry of 18 peareons, All of whow were
walting for o had alrenily alighted from an Fasy Badford 4rain.
Aftor fnvestizntion, the (hic?! of the Bursau of Gafoty reports
as follova}

Thie agoldent coouryed on the Jleveland & Pistaburgh
itivinion, o dndle-Srssk 1ins, over which tralng sxe opaerated
by time $able spd wrain siars, mipplemanted by an matomntic
blook oystus, The eurrenk of Sroffio Llg sastbhourdt oa the south
traok and westbhound on the narth $raek, Apiwosohing Basé Bod-
foxd fxom $he sast $he trask 2 tangont for a dintance of 1.54
kidva o the polnk of woeldent, snd 5o oontinmwes for 4 dlatanoe
of about 4,000 fast beyond,

Toxr she purpose of dloshazrging snd revoiving pacsengers
the Pormoylvanda Bilroal L. oredad elinder platf{orma at Fruad
Bedford abouk 00 Leohd ulmeth.rm of which is losatod on
the asouth clde of the mestbound track snd anothoer on the north
atde of tho westhound txssk, The txaoks at thia point rre in
the deapest pazs of a 1R so 18 foot ocut about 5,400 feet in
longsh, Thare is no arosaover or fenocs Letwean $he ylatforms,
axxl $his conditicn mdew A% noenessary o croas the trasks in
order %o readh Sha south sids, snd alsxe snables possangara $0
get wm amd off tralns Lrom Wwolwsen She $¥aoka, JYom of the
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pOYscRa using Shia statlion are seployees of o muaitions mamu~
Lsoturing consern shilah huss &R oRSZamOe %0 1$# Dlant By owans
ef & woodon stairway loading up & Yank from jhe oinlsxy plasfora
adjasent $o0 the north truok. The railroad eompany has proviiad
# sheltaxr for possangern st anosther point ¢ the vorth adde of
the Sraghs, Dub thin ia off i%a right of way sl apparently ia
‘ittla usel,

The munitions eompany workmen are nearly all residents
of Clevaland, about 144 milas weak of Eaah Bedford, amd the
Poamnsylvania Rallryoad has on two oeoasions eskablisbed & pas~
3SnZer eaxvide batwoon thase pepints, the lasy cns having been
in offeat sinoe Nowvesber, 1517. Thia sexvige is not ahown on
time Sables, Dat is annoamoed Wy nemns of a genaral nokioe
postad on the llaetin boawds im dspota and s¥ssions. Rallroad
saployess ars requized to he familiarx wish shere notioss, Wt
de not sign for them, Ra in the anse of gemaral orders waich
are also hulletinad dus are askmowledged By heing sigaed faw.
Both gemaral notices and general ordars axe manbersd aserially
baginning with the first Juy of esch year, and In Octobew, 1018,
the latant gonexal ordez of the Uleveland & Pitsshurgh Diviasiom
was Ro. 60 and the lisest goneral actioe 100, The genoral no-
tise covaring the achedules of the Esst Bedfard paasenger train
1z Ro, 9.

The trains iavolved in thia seoidemt were paasengex
axtra T378 and regulsy pessenger train Mo, 838,

Extra passanger train o, 7378 ecnnisted of angine
7578, ons open pintform ant five vestidule Goashes, in oharge
of foxtuotoy ¥Franois and Enginemen Listtag. It loft Clovsland,
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aa routa for East Dedford, at 6,07 sue,., 13 mizuses lose, sl
arxived at Enat Badford at about 4,03 am., X nlmten lnta,
Bofors 1t had ocome $o A sbop, somo fow passengers had alwexly
alighted and ofhiers were droasing the twesks from the north
plasforn in oxdar %o et om bosyd for the retwm trip, Just
at this tine wontbound prosenger frain No, 428 ran into tha
sromi of poxoons seatborad alemg tha Yxspkm,

Pascenger Ayain Bo. 835 consisted of engins O¥10 and
45 gaxn, in choargs of Contuotor Thnrpe ant Enprinsman WFnlay.
It left Coluwbus for Clavelamd zt 1,40 a.m., 30 aimtas 1tbae,
saaned Whoelook, the lost open felegwaph offine at 8,83 a.m.,
13 mtmatea lada, and abouk 0 milsa fuarthex =edt peeasl Had-
aanger 3Lrs Y378 sahlle running A% 2 apoed warioualy eatlmatad
frow 35 to 40 miles an houwr. 4 thiok fog provailsd at the timo.

Bginesan Lioktag of possenger extra No. 73578 stoted
that he laft Claveland 6.07 a.m., 12 simxtes late, asnd stopped
2% B. Q. oy, sbhout 2 milos west of Best Hedford sad also a4
the firat blook east of Deiford abation on ageownt of t¥he blook
signal being in ssop posifion. Vary fogzy weathor pwrowaiiasd,
and a9 ha went along he smandsd the shigils and progesdsd with
Soutisn &% & apeadl of from § %0 8 atlas sn hour, When part way
pagt the block signsd ho heoexd a train pass o8 a ppecd of from
35 %o 30 niles sn hour, He heard tha fizeman shoud and later
say: YRhey have killad a Lot of paople over thare,®* Aftor Who
#gatbound srain passad he moved along aboud a train lomgth to
3 point where he had mado A mark to stop, and on signal 414 ase,
He 44d not hesy Ho. 838 shistle, and ag he pulled by ths plag-~
form, amiite & orowl was already getting om aad rumning deok and
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forth I1n fyont of s$he angine. He had froquantly obearved traims
pagsing this poind withous Deing wnder eombrel. Hs knaw 1t %o
bo $ha fuls not to oman dDatwemm 5 piadform mxl A train dischayg-
ing noaengors unlaesd svarything was ¢leax. Beonuse of $he
ahareeter of the passsngers, ecpditions as Baast Bedford are ao~
paGially bad} thoy um’m 1itslo eautlon, eonotantly oromiing
and Jusping thxough windowa in gatting om and off oars, BHos
statod thak om Bis runs gpeod was not the fixet oomsidsration.
Hias traln wag marsly baliﬁumd and nod shown en Sime onrds,
Oondustor Franois of Extea T37H sésted thak hioe train
srizosahad Bast Bedford ot a apesd of about slx %o sight niles
ol hour and ha owma gotiing zeady %o pall the Bell dowd for thae
anginesan to stop ahom the engine of Syain 638 want by unl he
saw bodles begluning to eoll on the a%le he was on. His Srain
atopped and 635 contimzed om thyough the fog. Thay wezs poing,
ha shought, b 4 Jpoud of sbout 46 miles sn howr, He sald Share
wags o fa0ility at this point fox passengors o ;o from one
platform o amotkex, and ho had heen sapadiing comathing 1ike
thla %o happen begause of the gurastcr of the pussengars, Wio
exaroliaad 1ittle Qaution and got imto anl out of ony windows
pofers the $rain gtepped, He had oxllod atsention 35 tha dangwr.
Ha n3ls0 stated 4hat he wmas sdqualnted with the rule romiring
oxtra traina roosiving or Adlsoharging possengsrs to soe Hhast
they aro proteotaxl sgainst ather Sraine, and had gorplioed with
this rule. In this 9388 hia flagnam wma propared o protect
the train as soon as 1t onme %0 A sMop, Es statod that the Eawh
Bodford sun ia amnounoed by means of a general roties, which

suployoes are not remirsd to sign far,
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Zizeman Mah of extin 7578 staded that $he weather &8
tho tims of the asoldent was very fegay; thas thae train stopped
for a rod blook saat of Badford Madion, then atarted apain,
and ws they sent Alomg he starsed vo ying the Bsll whils the
engineman hlaw the stetipn whigtle. Ae he loeked shead ho saw
an engine soming rigzhk on through Yhe fog, In s mopomt ho arw
that aomething had higponed snd ealled cut, o stated thas v
dar the rmle, the =weptbownd train ahourld haws bdoon preparad %o
stop A% this point. Ha did not heax No. 678 asouni the whistig
fop %ha orossling or tation and imsw 1% e be & sormon DEactlios
With Baat Bedford phesengers to alimd thyough wimiows in zevting
on and off Qors, even golng so far aa %6 olimd ovar tha tzeins.
Ba was oty olightly familisy with the general notioo, FNo, 2,
severing the sghedule of hia ¥enin, s eaployoess are not fur-
nichaed with Goples, bwut are regrired yo resad tham on the bulle-
tin boards.

Howml Brokesan Bugey of Bxwra 7378 staded $hng hla traia
wa Within fouwr onrxr lengtha of Badfexd whem ¥o. 75 passsd rapid-
1y by in the fog. Ha wms on the frant ateps of the oaxr next
tha angine and had  flaz snd fuses in his hand ready to atep
off aa soon »o wpesd slackensd, Ha waa looking for Sha wegh-
bound tradn and just as ho wes remdy to huwp he saw tho sngins.

% was goin: at perhaps 4C e 45 milea am houx; he did not
hear At #hilstle, on atopunt of the npige of his wMmzine, but
heard others aay thak 1% did so. The fog wns so thick that he
oould nob saa more Yhan 40 or 50 foed ahoad, It was B I¥sguant
ogourrense, he statoed, for westbount Srains %o pass the statiom
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while passmgoern wors baing loaded and unloadsd on the north
trank, aml he alwayn protooted his Srain. He stated shok but
few wmon had Jamped off uis troin when 1% was pasasd by No. 830.

Brakesan Konback, who was assing as flagmnn on $hia Tun,
atatad that hia trsin cann into East Badfoxd at & spesd of fxom
two %0 five milan an her, nd that ha did pos see No. 675G con~
ing, aor did he hear it shistla or ring the bell. Thon I8 passed
ha ihoupght 1t "u funning at about 40 or 45 milss an hour, and
sbabad Shat aftar nmingl; into she srewd iv acmslmmisd om for »
ddstames of about 12 gr 1 oar lengbha, EHe stated Shat 1t wao
sustopary for the flagmn on & f2ain stopping to racelvas of un~
load passengern to ; roteet againat approsoling t¥sina, and tha
rula alse raquired spproaghing $2ains %o Be on She loekout fox
traing Tegulving and discharging passmgero, 07 thought Ro. 678
ahouwld havs sprrosehod prapared te nest the axtra, Ho hodt nod
ol tho genaral notlce aariaiming sha scheduls af hin fradn for
~ony tlmg, Hu 1.0 oonfizmad the stalemsnfa of cshara that pan-
agnzers 2% Iast Bodford 4o not eetling thomgoelvaen to the plas—
Torma An getting on and off gdaxs. Heo had ¢alled attention %0
their disorderly comtiot, but did act know that anything husd
poan donge

Inginemon Finlsy of Ho, 635 stated that ha lefs Colim-
tum, Qhlo, for Dlavaeland, 1,40 a.m., 20 mimtes late. Ths apead
af his 4rnin mns 40 milea an hourt She weathay waa fogoy, and
he alowed down Lo tho orosasing Detwesn Wheslook znd Pagt Bode
ford aml sounded the whistle wdil he got over tho ¢roasing,
applying sha heokea 1ightly dacamas of the feg. Ho ssundsd the
whiatle again ab sbout the bhlook aignal amxl stated thad he knaw
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about extes passenger T8, Zni had no exaut imformatiom «f 1t
sehadule, %hough he recnlled rending & nokiose rFagarding o ghange
in %35 time, He did ot agproesh Raad Bedford premared to fiad
thi; axten, ag he had forgottan sbout 1% or Shis cocasion. On
sgoount «f tho fog he could a68 no more fhan 90 oy threq aar
lengsha shoadl, wwi on oprrosohing Exad Bedford he saw Sha nem
Wt oA the train. Ho lmwdissely aprlisd the brakea in soer-
geney, but did net have tine So gzive dny sigmal, rooning about
two Yxain lengths after ;pplﬂ.ng the aly, In pascing Teolook
e could hardly oee tho blook signal snd would bave gone by i,
hod 1% heen agsinegg hin heemne of having s olasx blook below,
It ane ais oustonm to Alow .lown shon tho homse sial indioatxl
#hep, but stun the distant signsl was glesr, Bo rolied upon $he
humss 3ignel being oleaxr. Hoe -wa awere that Rule 153 reculrod
Gention in paasdng 3 point hexe i posesngar fvaln Lla dlachsep-
ing ov loading rassemngersy, hut on Shias partionlar moraing, he
4id not have the rale in aind, mer 444 he zesall ethor bHell
wad Finging shem pasping Kark Bedford., Had he ast forgotten
rbout the nwle he would have appeoadhed prepared to vop. In
numing at o spead of 40 miien an hewp approsshing Bmat Bodlord
iz admitted thi® hin $Tain wa Aot wader comdvol, Tut he was
making up lost time amd the yassengex extrya Bad slipred hia
aind, But for the Tog he mould hawe gons fastex. Ha Alao
atatod shad while the ooupany hae faw genewal scodioen, L& ia
diffieult %o romenbor «dl thelx sehatulss, purtionlarly thone
of gpaslial txaing, and the safar prantios he thouzht moulld he
o ahow traina ot $ine eard or hy genewnl exdsz, siiod employess
are regiired to sign Jor. Hs stated $hat -hare one train i3 gow
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Ang west and another sass, an in the pwesent instancs, he
would expeet She latter se flag Againet the foxper, but the
=aothound frain mist aome preparsd to stop whathar flagpad or
not, ab regiroed by rule 153, He furthor stadad that he nover
poinds the shiskle for station signal on approsching East Bead-
ford, aul knew of no instrugbicns demonding i¢, $he only veo-
giremant helng ¢ sound the whintle for ramlar stallons where
& £%0p was S0 be mAds or mail pioked up.

Condugtor haxpe of trzin Re. 8205 stated thet the wenthe
ar was very foggy anl a# his $rain posssd the platfernm nt East
Bgiford, he san & arowd of men stondling Sheare and thow:it the
Enct Bedford mun had not yet arrived, BHe mtated that i¢ 1~ ouow
tomary to npproadh fhad poim with gmttion, and the enginapan
shintled for the uressing about 3/% of = mile from Rant Badfard,
apé then for She orosping bayond. The train was yamning from
53 $u 40 miles am hear at the time of poocidant. He =as thoroughe
ly faliloxy with pomaysl notiee O7 covorln; $he sohoedule of Bxe
tra 7578 and oould not asp how the enpinedr overiocokad it, par-
tisularly as they had met theg zain befors ond kol hesen fisgged
by &%, though not so 1ake e on zﬁe rronsnt ogonzion. Hza thrught
thie bofitor pradstioe weuld be 3o rdaer oxtya axl speelial trains
on $ima oard rather than Wurden sondustor's and engineson®e
nencry with mony gonaral notices. He had spoken to the engine-
man about slowing ur at East Bedford om sooowumd of conditions
there, and wae familiar with rule 157 mequiring » train nmt %o
past = stallion on doukle track vhord ancther train ic losding
or unisading passasgers. On acocunt of his traln deing behind
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time he did not expeot to meet this extra, He sald that on
the ni ht of Qctober 1 he read the bullstin bhoard together with
the engineman and ocalled the latter's attoention to traln ar-
riving at Eagt Bedford at 6.35 a.m. and intimated that thers
7a5 2 chance for troublo.unless that train was lovked out for,
The fop w~y thickest, he thourht, at Tact Bedford, but neot so
thick as to obsoure the 3ipnala, though the engineman slowed
dewn 4o sec then,

Firenan Lacey of traln FNo., AJB astated that his train
left Columbus 70 minutes lote and that soms of the time wdus
nade up nzetween Hudaon ani Bedford; when his traln nassed
Thaeelock, tt vas on’v 4ix mimutes late., He stated that he was
fa:*Alizr with the nmohedule of the axtra rassenger train, as it
a8 on a veneral notios and he had read the notice at the Cleve-
land roundhouse. On approsgohing Theelook ths sisnalqg were glear;
snaed was raduced from S50 or 55 nmilea to between 35 and 40 miles
an hour, The weather was very foggy snd he ocould nolt aee cver
15 feet zhaad of enzine; he d1d not sse the extra until olose
to 1t. Thourh it is customary on approaching Faat Bodford to
have traln under oontyel, in oomnliancs with zuwle 153, he atated
that on account of being bebind tima the extra pagsenjer was
overleooked, Alter tne accident hig train zan about twe train
lengthe., On agseount of the fog he wag watohing the sipgnal and
the East Bedford extra elipped his mind; until he passel the
extra he did not notloe people on the trascka,

Flagman Perple of train No. 835 stated that on acoount
0f the fog the gneed was not as great as usual on approaching
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Zaast Badford, being from 38 $o 40 niles an hour. When nearing
st polnt 1t wne cuntonnxy fo radiod speesd, aml on s¥avious oo~
cagliona thin hiki baen dons, He hud not sesn She Dulletin gon~
tainin: the extra’: vohedle sl hia fivsd inkimaSion nf She so-
afdant wus “han he brakes applied in enexganay. The train onne
tinued an for asvoral huxired foes thareafar, aad he 114 not
snow whather the enginsmmn blew the Whistls or rng the bulil fox
Eaat Bedford staticn. I wae familiar with yule 153, requiring
traing o use oaudion in asprroashing a stokion where passengaxn
wsre being ploked wp or unicaded,

Brakoman FBew of trala Fo, @30 atased 4ha% his dxnin wae
mrming botwaan 40 2l 45 miles &3 hour at t4me of the acokient
il gontiinued moving for sevoral ndresd feet thersafierx. Ha
41d not see the aoaldont ooour, tut knaw that on approsching
Zast Badfexd 1% 1~ customary to 1w on the lookoud., EBEa did nob
LRow shas recant changds had bBesn made in $he bulletin covaring
axtrsn pRadencer 7i18,

Z, R, Mowell, a olaxk in the 4dtvinton freli-ht agemt¥s
ef f10e of tha Penngylvania Brilresd a$ Clevelsni, who renides
nt East Bodford, stntoed that om the morming of she acolldent he
wan walting $0 take She 4rain %0 Cleveland with nany othoxs who
wara sesttored along tho oinder wallk for a gsonalderahble distanos.
He hoaxrd No, 6305 mhiatla, shough he 442 mot think cthava did,
and inmedlstoly thoreaftar hesxd the whiatle of Extra 7378, A4a
the latter zallad up sol befors it stwpned, the walsing men zo%
Up, orcased ¥he Sragks, and began $o gt on hoard., He saw $he
agman of 70768 stending at the botiom step of coagh nexk to an~
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gine si%h « flag in sssh hand. Hoa otated Shus No. 430 wia at
the tL.0 noving 3% about 40 mtles an hour, althoaph 4t was usinl
for yastbound trailna $o opaxrats hen passing thia polnmd ot o
sonslderably roduost spsed--about 1 %o 13 midee an hourx, A
heawy fog wovalled, and he thousht the men along the trmok
ol Nt oo Bhe womthound tyoin and dhe amgineman in tura
souldn't aee the 2en, When he firsd caught aight of Ho, G678
it wig adrealy plowing tShrcuph the oromd,

G Inapsoter MoDanwm, o paosenzor sn Extya 7378, stated
tiabk the twrada had not yot come Yo & skop when the avollank
hupponad, Thoe grade at this polnt 1o eundusive to high apesd
for vastbound tralns, though shey wminlly pees Taat Badford ad
apout 10 to 15 ailes an hone, He aaw the Wrakewan on 7078 pra-
parod to flog agadnat 855, od stated that that train was suwaning
at fzom 35 %o 40 miles an hour. He did oot hear 1%s whistle o2
adle

urare intendens LeBoutlllar of she ¢, & P, Diviadon
stated that he did nos think it nsosssary Yo show the oxtrya
SAE0angeY on the Xamular fime onyd, an gonsbant olisnges ars
mada in 1ts aohedule, Ho statad that the sen ought to W
familisr with ks soverenta, aad that oeesslonsl oheohks wero
mda to apogrtnin if thay are obsarving the rlos. The mattsr
»F furpishine oopios of the gemneral notioes $0 Imployoen Lo A%~
tuoh So thalr i osprds hed hDeen sonsidared ai wuld ba put
into offsat zoom. Hs =as aoqiainted with the aonditiona as
Bast Bedford, ~#nd atadad that theass samditions ara meroly Sen—
vorery, an sith the aniing of the war thers would probably be
B oocaalon for running the possedger SXEXS.


http://1Ea.it

gl 8

Ris aguident waa guiised by the fallura of Engineman
Finley and Sonduator Charpe of Ho, €25 $o have thsir traln un-
der control whon aprxoaohiing Rast Dedfozd, as roqulred by rule
153 of the book of rulss of the Pomneylvanda Linag Wost of Pitta-
vurgh, whish reada as followss
ociring ot Thotoareian. shsaemget a5 SR e
5 anl ghe whi

st not phas Betwaon 1t amd plasforn at &Rk
$he passengern ars being received or dlsghaxged, ®

In view of tho hoawy fog sxiating at the Sime, extracrdinaxy
04rd should have besn taken to ses thay this Tle was eoaplied
with,

fenaure also attaehas $o dhe vallyoad eompumy for isa
failurs propazly %0 safegasrd A%z paaseagers. In view of e
large mumher of pezoons loaded snd unlondad a¢ fhie point, the
gompany may procerly have sroeted a {ense datween tha Lyacks
a8 DEAAge overhaadt, o aeved the skasion to somo othur point
aord propar facilivies alrsaldy sziat ov @an bhe sonvenilenily
gunstrugted,

Hod she Bast Badford apaoisl besn shomm on $he working
$imo gamd, or had She anployoees Yeen Hynished with copies of
sha zwnsral notice for rafarends, ey would have bosn nmexe
farsil {ax with the sohettula.

A11 the suployess involved wars expexionsoel zen aml
nona had been on duty moxs than ssven hours at tha tinse.

Ha?u



