In re imaﬂgum of un avoident whioh vee
urred on Founeylvariia Hailvosd
e
* »

April 1v, 1919,

08 Nareh 8, 101V, thers was & hond.ond oollision
on the Mnyxnn!u Rutlrond detwesn o mumﬁ losanniive
Wm;ﬁnMﬁmmmtpm% sgainst the
aurrent of tyaffio, This aceident ooourred et tower,
uneay Earnest, Pa,, snd resultsd iz the denth of § employess
end the &uawg of 8 e85, Arfter investigation of this
assident the Qhief of Division of Safety abwmits the fole
lowiang reporti

™ie of the Peunsyivanie Reilroad 18 & doudbles
tresk line, towey being loonted just east of the entrsnes
to IQ yard, 6 of a nile vest of Bernest and 1 mile cast of
Borristomn, Pa,, the yerd $recks being losated on the sould
wwmw mm:i ?mﬁawﬁ%@tgmm
governed sutomatio signals on light type,
wiile enst of the tower, whers the nwmaﬁ?mmm, they
mmww.u»iummu&m pysion, On the
south side of sastbound =ala track Lo & siding fyom
whioh she wxrious yard teaoks lend, T™his siding axtends
o858 of HG towey end finally Joine the ssst bound main trwak
2t 8 polut sbout 1,380 Teet eant of the tower, and 14 kuown
logally ss the 'mﬁwﬁm#‘ Beginning Just emst of N§ tower
is a orose-over leadlng from the on o the esstbound
aein treck, anothey orossover conneoting the eastbound acd
westbound sain Bracks, and then s thivrd erossover leadipgg
fron the westdound zmel ~%ﬂ the wast log of the Rarnest
wyes All of the main line soles in this vicizidty are
operveted from NG tower, $ the switoh &t the oust eud
b7 be Sowes operatons’ ALl of ine sisnale ave srousd sisial
pOTEtor, s # ATe & s
exoe,t the eastbound home stgnal, whieh is on & signad ﬁrmw'
lJosated jast west of the tower, the bridze also cerrying the
wont sutonetio position light » s lHeither of gmu‘
signels on the bridge were involved in the secidens, AL}
fndieations sre given in the upper shght hend quadrans,
the ¢ indicaticns are given My rod, green and white
lightes on the high signals for stop, seation sad vooesd,
The dwar? sigoals displey only twe indiostions, »top and
ceution, the eoleors for night indlcetions belng jurple and
greon, respectively. Approas BQ interlook the dwart
u&mf governing reverse novenents the esstbound zain
treck 12 on the nopth, or engineusn's side, 575 feet eust
of the srossover ) from the saste-dound main Sreok to
the sxtension w§5 about N0 Teet vast of the west
switeh of ths oros oonnesting the tws =zain tracks, this
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switeh belng & Wil switoh for Teverse roveRents,
mmwm soen ebomd 600 feet Lo day-light,
Pat 1% oan be sean 80 fer st aight, as the purphe
11ght is of muoh shortey range,

Approsching the point of acelident from the esst there
unmmmemmxm sbut 5,000 rest in
letigth, the lass ), feoh of which sxtends tirough & vosk
ot whleh 10 of considerable helght on the inatde of the
surve. The condition of tredk and signals at 3¢ tower san
7ot be sesn BPPYOROL: sagine orews until nesrly at the
wostorn end of She oud, = 14800 feot Tron the Sower, from
which point e treck 1o tangent to and for some 4istanse
bayond the tower, The grede in this vioinity is nearly lewel,
The weaibey at the tine of the sooldent wap oleur,

On the momnizg of the aocident switovhing losomotive

1948, in obarge of Tenductor Sehults and Englnemsn Keller,
ma&ammutmm bouling & onbooss anéd 10 oapd,
MMWMQMM»»&W&W» The route wvas sol
up for 1% %o aross over frea the sxtension track o the eRebe
bound mein traock, thenoe 0 the woatbound mailn trsok sud t
the west leg of wydy The losomotive had ;essel
the bower aboud 100 feut and heod suteyed the orossover leade
ing %o the easthound saln tresk fron the Tastension™ tysek
whon westbound freight trein extes 1) running on the
sasthound track sgatinst the current of 1o, antersd the

switoh at the oast end of the oroscover asd oollided

th the seader of lovapotive 1048,

Weathound freight tralin extye 1188 conmiated of 3¥
gare and & saboose, in sharge of Uonductor Hoult and DS
Chories, It Lef the Pifty-second Street yerd, Pailsdelphia,
8% 2,867 2, 2., srriving at EF tower, ? mlles caut of HG towey,
8% 4,20 @, 5. Sesond-olass trains Bos, 8038 and 0037 were
D800 the tresck abead of extra 1158, snd in order
avold o extys 1158 the orew in rge were given trala
srder Hoo 12 at BF tower, this o2der veading as followst

"Extre 1158 west has pight over opiposing
traios on eastward treci, west end of Bhawmont
middle siding to Frenkliisn idve.; pess Ho, 0OV
atl# blook stetion and No, 6056 &t BQ bloek
station, and yuh ahesd to Phoenixvilliey

Butre 1158 pnssed O tower, 3.8 miles esst of I tower, st
$404 a, 24, felled to obaerve the dwarf signel et 7R proe
tooting she ovosseover, ren through the wast awiteh of the
0reBSOYer conneoting 6he two maln tracks, emtered She open
syoeeuver switoh leading % the extension treck, sud collided
with switohing loovuotive 1048 ab 5,13 =, u,

Logsmotive 1948 otrey with the surs belug nunled
by 1%, wee driven mhgg*awm 176 feet, the Sonder being
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dereiled, while the cabooss imusdiately ahead of the loso.
notive was dostroyed, Looosotive 1183 veas derelled end
the and demolished, while the teuder wes doreiled and
f»ﬁﬂmu dostroyed,s The twd ocure imusiiatsly bLeshind
osoaotive 1158 wore quite badly dwwged,

Dispatohey Wnitdman stated that after truin order No,
12 tad deen Lusued S0 extys 1183, the train 414 ot leave
EF toweyr promptly, and shenm train Bo, 6037 arrived at sthe
wostbound home stgnal at NG tower snd trein 6035 was not

0  roeeed, 1% was decided to rn train No, 6087

on sastbound track from HQ tower te Norriotown snd %o
lot extyn 1153 folliow train 8038 on the vwestbound traok
from NG tower. Train ovder Bo. 16 was tiwrefore issued ot
R tower, sunulling trein opder lio, 12, dut the scoident
osourred before She order oould be deliversd. Insumuch
as oxtre 1103 had not left EF tower at the tine it vas
decided %0 votury 16 %o 1¢s moruoel track &b NQ towery he
fostructed the o tor ot BF tower $0 notify the conduse
‘&zr ﬁg!‘ sxtrea 1183 that there would be oxders for his train
L tower,

Opsrater Celey, locsted et EF tower, stated that shem
the dispateher t0ld him to motify the arow ofitke extre
that there mem be orders for that tyaln et tower, the
train wes on the niddle slding, and a memder the erow
hal closed the switoh end was Iumn %0 board the saboome,
which was moving slowdly. Eo ocalled him cut of the wine
dow m&x Bim what the diopatehsr had ssid, snd the men

tuzned pa kirammﬂuifhth“mm,b%ﬂdm,
ﬂmn‘g‘u +» He suld that he bad elresdy given the

and that it wes, therefoye, unuegessesy
m%m«rwmwwmummmhm tslephons
fros the westemt end of $he siding.

Fisgnan Thoman, of tyein Mo, 8035, etuted shab his
trein stapyed on the westbound treok with the esbtcose just
esst of B¢ tower, Traln 6037 then asppronched ou the weste
bound Sraek, adop at the home & s Shen aroesed over
%o the sastbound trask sod pro wostwerd from NQ
towey ou the eastbound tredk,. Loesomotive 1048 which hed
besn on the west leog of the Rurnest wye, then orcesed
over the twe maln tresks and entered She vard, It then
errosched, She sngineats seuadig 4 wiMie signas indiost
app ] DARRR s 81 .7} *h

$hat ho was yusning ozaimst the eurrent of Sreffic,
This was followsd by four shoyt blasts For siznels, Shis
belsg ropsesed 3 ar ¢ tmes. Tisgws Thosen starel el e

& no anyone g & 8 8]

sad shed he evuld oot eoe the indleation of iha dng signale
Bo was unable to gay whether oy not axtyrs 1103 wes working
stesm, and 414 nod kmow whether the lLyakes were applied
before the ¢ollision oscurred, g sald he was standing
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adout ¥ car lengihs east of the poink of oollision and thad
he thought the speed of extyra 1108 ves sadout 25 miles an
hour. Ee olso ssid that he 414 oot know st the time thet
switebing loconctive 1942 wee oud on the main treck,
thinking that it t e o the o o8 tyeek, and he
said that 1f he had kuown that it was coming towaxd the
mein track he would have flsgged the sprronebing extre,

Counduotoy Hoult, of exira 1183, stated that he was
on the locomotive from EF to NQ towers, riding on the fireman's
sentebox, with the heed bYreiemen deh hiz. Ooming around

the ocurve enst of HQ tower, the englieman scunded 4 shork
blants of the whistle sevorsl ¢l :e6, cclling ror signsls, snd
then ansvwered a uifml . aftsr which he 0 work steas,

Hie 5ald that he bed mot seem =ny siguel, but took it for grented
siiat the enginenen had reoeived s band signel), seying that they
slways roceived s hand signal from the towsrmun wheh roum
sgeinst the qurrent of tyeffic. He asaw losomotive 1948

ing at HQ tower and thought it wus o3 the extecsion traok,.

¥hen be saw it © towerd the esstbound main tyack hw oalled
% the enpginenen, & locomotive was then aear the Crosde
over switeh, snd he it woe traveling st a speed of
shout 1% or 18 miles en when the ooliision oteurred.

fondiugtor Hoult further stated that he knew where the dwarf
signz) wes, but as it wms on the ground on the nenan® s
oide 1% wan 41fficuls for hin to see it from the left side
of the losomotive, end on ascount of it being on the engine-
men¥s aide he wes pob looking for it, He also scid tuet he
wag looking for a procecd hand signel to be glven she
opsrutor from the tower, H 414 not hear sty e s being
shlled out by any ane on the loocomotive,

Mgineman Charlen, of extra 1158, stated thet uo cae
suld thing %0 him about looking out for orders st MW tower,
end that he supponed he hnd the right 0 ths treck between
points indicuted in trein order Be, 1fs Approsohlng HQ tower
he aalled for signels sounding four sboxt hlasta of She

whiatle, this signal given ab least three tices, ol
e wae positive he sow the operetor give & ;Tooesd algnal
with the eleotrie offiee light, whioh e sokoowledged
with twp short blasta of the waiuﬂu saw loosuotive

&mwzwtwtmy apd thought it wee noving on the
extension ok until he felt hio locomotive swulig ﬁg‘ the

lsft ap 1% extered the crassowey switeh leading %0 the exw
tension treck., Ne was them aboub ong ear Jength from loode
notive 19048 and wes no 2% & apeed of adout 186 or X niles
en hour. He alse stated that he 418 not notice the dwarxf
algws:k governing reverse oovesents ob the sesibound maln trask,
although he knew of 1%e lovsbtion and wee ocognizant of the
f:a:amthcmuh:uwmw: :&gtimm wmmm:
order te pase 1%, suying ho was &
muwndw“m;”mat operstor Loy
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¢ sigoal from hia, He sald shat Shere wns no tyaln order
signal displayed, and thet 1if this sigzual had been dlsplayed
ke would have brought his train S0 @ s60p at the tower. He
&lso stated that he 444 nos notioe his ne runcing
shyough the switoh at the weatern end of STOBAOTEY SO0
necting the two main tracks, BEagineman Charles stated that
he had mede this move onse before,

Brakeman Miller, of extrs 1183, who wes riding in
the saboose at ¥he $ime the ascident oodurred, said that whem
coming around the surve east of NQ tower he heard the englne.
nan osll for signale asverl ticzes, end that he then heard him
snewer a signal with wo blasts of the waistle. The speed of
the trein was sbout 20 miles an hour sud the first he =new
thas anything wes wrong wes whel he felt the shoek of the
oollision, said shat he 414 not see the operstor give

sy hond signals,

Fagnan Yost, of extra 1183, stated thut after the
aeoidmt ha sew the dwarf e governing reverse movenents
oo the eastbound Srack and 1% wes 4in the atop position,

Opsratoy Lawler, on Suty at HQ tower, stated that
whe looonotive 1548 hed oroszed over into the yerd he left
She ervossovers lined up for the relumm movesont, and aftey
the losoumotive had ooupied to the oars in the yard he olearsd
the dwerf signsl for it %0 leave the yard sud orcsz back to
the Baruest wye, He new extrs 1153 was approsoching on the
wegtbound tyuok with orders givivg it rights over opuosing
treine t0 Frankliin Avenue, und he also had tyain Ho. 16,
annull mnmmvtﬂemthmwnut the ourrent
of traffie heyond NG tower. The dwerf signs) goveraing e
vorse moversnts on the sustbound track wes in the stop posie
tion snd wes dilsrogorded the extrs, fHe sald that he 444 not
heve his traiu oyder signel ¢i 1«{«& and that there wes no

loular reason vhy i€ was 4iaplayed, as 1t wms bumming,

t he fully expested extrs 1153 ta stop &t the dwerf signal,
and he sls0 expected that looosotive 1748 wouléd et ite
oyossovery movensnt bofore the extrs approsshed, This move
has been made, Nr, Lawler stated, a ilnrge muber of tices
ﬁmmm&watmw,mmnmmntm
has been obesrved, He paid that be wus standing in the wine
dow on the onaot side of the toweri that he 414 not give any
band signel to extye 1168, sither with the elestrie light or
any other light, snd that he supposcd that the extrs m&m
$0 stop. He saild that he hed ot hesnd eny whlstle of
sounded the extra, spd thet the oaly 1ight thet he knew of
whieh 4 bs seen the srew of the extia wes the light on
the teuder of locomotive 1048, as there wes no one in the
towey with him who oould have given saoh & signal, He sald

shat extys 1183, aftey : the dwert sigoal sand runnd
nm3 the mhms wgm aam‘ entersd the mmm%
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lending %o the sxtension © ond war is about the middle
mwimmﬂmm wvhon 1t collided with ths tender of loeo
»

Buglneusn h.um $ looocwitive 1m ptated that
the srossover and dewart & ware set for nopeEent
whioh his troin ma ¥hen he sew oxtre 1163 ma
I% wes vory close %0 hie mmmmanm
lisifon alnost iznedistely sud YLefore ﬁo
ohanoe to s PFiresen Welghtuan stated that sm mu
sgignals the switohes were lined up for the orossovey
uoverent and he wes working on the fiye vhen he heard the
sngineman eall to hiz, He 414 not Roow what bhe sald, dut
at the seme tlee She engizenen gobt down o8 the desk of the
lotonotive snd at sdout Shis tine the sollision cocurred,
e nad not heard extrs 1103 spprosehing. He slso said that
there was oo headlight on the roar of the tender of hie loooe
notive, Wt that 8 “hite lantemn hed Deen placed there for

She puwpose,

Rale 38ls of the seilzosd company?®s book of rules
yeedls An pert sas followed

A train spproaching & Bleok stetion on & tysek
for wnieh there mmmngm:mﬂatmm“-
sortain fros the signalman the sondition of the bMlock
shend, unlens & signsl %0 proosed ia glven by Sthe sige
mimﬂ%nmqumﬁmw oy a wvhite
oy green light by sizhs

Insemmoh us tyeln extra nﬁam;mmm:wwm
Jeft hand traok szelnst the ourrent of tyeffic e nanuel
block signzl Lfor the Tegular westbound track qh net sgntrel
a8 the road at this point is sigueled for %mfru in coe 81
mm. This movenpnt wes ggntmu h veTe Mm
dwart »revi reforerad » Ba
was not obassrved uému

Rule 707, desaribing eondustorts dubties, resds
in pars as followet

“He is respomidle for the moyensnt, safaty,
and proper care of his trein, mm- vigie
lenoe and sondust of the e miwnﬁ thorson
and must yeport amy siesondust or neglest of Suty,®

Thie acoident wep oauvsed by the fallure of the orew
in eharge of sxtre 11983 %o observe smd obey the stop iudiome
tion of the Gwer? signal governing reverss novesents on the
sestbound walin trsck, for whieh ﬂmuam Hoult end Englnenss
Sharles are &9& responsiblies While ordinarily the obe

TR O uﬁ“%!y“!a* poatelon 2550e the slEnaie as"ne



Yo

) yot under the oonditions prevailing at the
tﬁo of the aocs ma responsibility Pfor the of the tmia
rested 1y upon ine eoud:star, nemsn Oharles sdaitted
that he Mmbmmm ttion the signal, seyiug that
he wvas wesohing for a wmd o ' § whmvuwsioammg
and he olaine that suoh & & was glven} tor Hould
stated that he 414 nos look this signel mm&mmtm
soginensy saw it, sinee he xamaam ﬁm’uz auwinm noy did
he se0 & hend & given froun the Tower, &l e was
riding om that aide of the engine, Under the sonditions, he
Wald have hook more clert thel usuel, espesially ae he ws
position on the Srein %0 cbserve signal, Furthey,
m w signal that Exginemen Gmrlﬂ ﬁlmim m anv, was not
given im secordance with rule 361s , %4 suon 8
signal ss he olaing to have seen &5&24 m Mﬂ Leon amth
by bim, 7The operator denissg that ssy signal wes given, btuy
oven 1T the engluoecal weres sorvect i hils stotsmnt thet he

414 yeosive & aignel, anéd thet hed jeem & corrent one,
$hat would not have mxm him the Quty of um»mm
and being goversed by the ifundloatiom of the dwers signsl 4D

the stop position.

Operstor Lawler ia to ceusure ror fuailure to

&y the trais order signal for extra 1183, Huginenan
%wlu stated that Do wua watehing the tower Tor any sigaals
umm might be given, and undsr the elrcumstences bed Opsrstop

apl the tm orded board, as he should have dous

W m Mles, 1t 18 probable shat Mam Sharies whuld
bave seen znmmmm Bis tyaim under sontyrul, in
resdiness to stop at the m ag that the mammm ef
the sollision would have bewm m%ma!.v lessened or poasibly
the ecolident weuld heve beon averteds

¥hile the evidenoe indlicnies that wovessnis of this

nature sare core or lese fregummt, thers apparently 1s nothing
in the pales %o glve the added safeguards shich would peent %0
be requived, sinee the road is not algnaled for rovensats
ageinst the ourrent of tralfle. XT sueh moveusnts are (oo iloe
froquent to justify signalisg this part of the rosd for such
& purpese, rules governing such soveunents should be in foroe
0 mﬂu sdeguate proteotion for il tralus converned,

Rogiuenam Charles was expl | 62 o Piremen in
and wis prosoted Yo soglaemsn Deessher, 1918, His
hw and’ disolpline resords are wod, A *the time of the
sooident he had bees on Suty Letwesn ¥ and 8 hours, sfter 10
Bours off duty.

Confuetor Hoults eatered the servige of the Petnsyle
venia Retlrcad as freight brakenan in June, 1903, sod was ;10w
noted to twium sonduetor in Docesber, 1010, m 1911 ne waa
denoted w0 bhrebsunn, sud served as mﬁm snd fNegran wutil
1915, when he mn mt&n prouoted to froight evndustor, and has
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ainse boen enmployed as sush. scmw good reooxd. He bad
teen on duty cbout ¥ houre et the Mm aw the acolidant, afiaey
about 10 hours off duly.



