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ILTIRSTATE COVMMENRCE COMMISIION

REPOPT 0F THE DIRLCTCR GF IHp LURCAU OF SAFEYY IN ri
ITOTICGATION OF A ACUTDLGT WiITCN OUCURRLL Ol Tk
PF@NuYLVAhIn RAILYCuD AT DUC:UN, QHTIO, ON MaRCH 30,
1328.

Aprail £3, 192b.
To the Commission

On March 3C, 1v28, there was 2 rear-cnd col-
lision between two passenser trains on taic Psnacylvania
kailroad at Dugsrun, Orio, wiich resulted un thoe iujury of
59 passencers, 2 mail clerks, 1% employees of *ne railroad
and 4 Pullman cmployces. “Ho investigibion of this acel-
deat was conqﬂctr_ 1. eoga ubetion wivh represaentotives of
tae Ghio Commaission ~f Purlic Utalilti-s.

Loco L ta andt riluoa of wperasicn

This @cerdony cccasrad on Jhat port of tne Fort
Wayne Divieion cuxner d'ny boo toci. Cloike, Ind., ncor
Chicapo, T1l., ocad NI M¢ock Statror, noe.r MansTield, Orao,
a dictunce of 271.3 milas. 1v Jhe Vvielnity of the point
of acerdent titne 18 o couble-track 1one over which t.ialns
erc operared o Limha- tdbLb, vrean ovders ond an zutomatis
blocb—51gnal system. Tne accident ocecarred at a point
1boul 1,300 tcet west of the crossover an Dugrun,
apQTQPCﬂLug thie point from tne vast the track 1s taogent
for & distrnce of caponrogimotely 10 miles, hiale the froade
in tba 1mmoalgtu viecinity < i polud cs accident 15
0.9 mer cent awscendirng for sadgthould trainy.

The last autcmatic signial goverazag costbouad move-

mouta 18 Loecated about 2,900 fool west of trne peant of
cecidcat. The gignal syscem, lowavo., w.s out of order,
o Severs glect sto T accumrunwbc ny o higi wiagd having
troken dovm an aggregate of about 40 nale. of poles
carryiag velephone, teleurupu ar.d s1gnn) Teolsr WiTes
batweon Maples, Ind., GHU,IO“Quu, Oliie, a distance of

0.7 miloy, Wlthlﬂ wi.ich trrritory Duprun 15 located.
Sovercl work trains and ?Lpal“ cango were sconb oat to
cloar the tracks and establigkh copmunicovien, and brain
ordorﬂ were put cut e all -aslbowaa passcnoer Lrowns at
Fort Vaync, ovie ol wrich, 1ssucd on tc uinnl of March 29,
stated <hat line uvrouble e bowng 2xpericpnecd hetween
Adams and Doz, potnos acor Mopilos ond Jorvet, Te-
spectavely, and «liectea., erows Lo lock cut Tor obstruc-
ticns oa tac troelz. Anobrer civer put cut ot Tort Wayne
to all cagtoound pagschoor TUO4LE o Toe worniwy of March
30 read oo follows
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"Ontrl dark uccovun ildc sutorcbic fi1-nals
ars unrollaoJ in cither soton or nrocued position.
Run carcfually, lookius for tiaiss and cbstructions.

Mcke hest »-opgress conslatest wioh sofccy. It 1o
not peeestary to eotop 2t ecwcl automavice signal
Letwe L Adams angd Dolau™ .

Curir,s the aftornoon of tic accident tnere were
snow Tiurries mingloed wich noriocs of darkness and sacn
saort vericds of sunshine, 1t w.s cioud, at tne time ol the
accldent,, whicue occurrced a4l abwut 5.14 p.m.

Deseription

kasbbound passcnger wrails Ko. Ju, known as the

Broadway Limited, consigicd of cac roll —uar, Hnce elub cat,
three slecping cars, one Giping OLT, threo 3134\11f ars
a1d one observatioy car, 11 o 3tcel zonstructica, nouled
by ebaine 54710, and was 120 gharcc o) Coaultchor Speidcl ana
Ensiromen Crawicorld. Taio tront acposted Ticem Fert Vayne

2t 6.37 pum., o0 Ligo, nasacd Delpaos, the last opon olffice,
11 rales froo vgervn, ac .24 n,m., Trur manutos lave, aald
was sto~med by o wells Jilﬂi Toeo woe Bogust west of the

crossover alb Du v .. Th train ood bo2r ostonding 2t thas

pownt about 27 1unuses o2 1hn ocwear eod v Lo shruck by
train No. 58.

Lopblculid pasgenoar oiin L. DR, Mmoev as Laf
Liberty Lirait.d, cocnsished oo w2 2luv cor, thive sleeping
¢cars, onc dining, car, bvo aleep o, Lors oihid oae gnsarvition
ca~, all ¢f st~ .l C(nftruCU¢hA’ iended ovoens il D5b6, and
wais 11 chicrse o f Clouctuever Morrisoy oad bipiueman Strassor.
This trern depoivaed from Fortd Yayne ot 4.07 p.m., four
mlnutcs 12te, passed Delnbrs oL 20092 pem., sevoer rnutes
lave, and collided witn the ro T ord of train Ho. 20 a2t
Dusrun wrale bLvovelang at a o0 4 cstarotea to have been
frore 18 te 20 -aloes per bous.

The cnfane, gerndor, mall eor, dioang car and b
tiarc ¢ rear cars of train Ko, 28 suste tacd damarce, vhlch We s
more 0o less Seclious 1n Liic cacce P othe 1.4ar cor aad the
talrd car fron the rear. The con, ine  telwcr ana elup eor
1n Lroin No.o 58 were quate sorizusly dan. .. d.


http://Oo.cn

Surrary of aevidencc

Tre statcments o the ¢e-ew L the viurk eXtre,
wiileh ¢ on3istod of an casinz, bLytowars and @ cabonso, wWeIdo
to the cifoct bhat thear troor cbo,acd west of the crassover
wn oaccount ol tre preseice of @ Tredgrt train aheld ond
the Tlogman of the werk cyvira said he vent boack and fla- cd
troig Noo 23 from a _cint 30 car-lencthe frer. hais own troin,
i Enat he was able to sce Lralin No. 28 approccehing when 16
o 2 oov Z miles dictanl. Tn wneran Ecton of too vork oxtro
alsc stoted thot he gow Lag flogman g.vire sbop signals to
oo crew of train No. 28 ond -2t ofter bticin No.o 28 hed
stonced ne saw a traiaman set oif or the ragant side of the
tr.in and start back, he did not wmow, sovevel, now far
back thlg man weat or waet fleggien, cqui,ronl he Look with
N1rm.

Bucinemen Crwfer i, of oo Ho. 29, s821d Ehet
tr o work ortr. he did not

whoen his tr-oin sto ol oo an.

whistls cut o Sl 1~ Lo vouser oot e o2w ohas Tlorman
staxtl beck o3 sl 0o B oo Bvoorn Sco_oed,  Lnoaroman Cravs-
ford wag sotsine ~,  J8 a.0b oy whon ghie roar 2f his troin
was struck oo T-oar No. 53 2100 Lo oictew v 3ot Lot tine
trae weather nd 7810377 ¢l olbilcve Yore aoout the same as
when ne was 120 of Ly Ll work oiter. o cabarbed toot

thic fusee of L. oo of Lo e extea couvld have poch
geren 4 dastanee of aboue 1L -0 ¢ s kot ke flagman him-
gclr could n~ve peen goun a CrsTawce S0 ctoub 1/2 malo.

El
[ ]

brean Woo 23, was workling
4
[

1 y
orn his ciecizTs 1r o oarc @ we o o ond AT has troan wien
1t stopyed Tehind tie oork cntro and bo said thot ofter
lookats cut ol agcercnanis | v .ot hao florman was pcllly,
back te flag ord roalizirs ol ioc b 10 odrcuchly oula
be deluyed ac tnis oaal o7 pore saiwe, ne roturn.d te has

vork i dard rot poy ady no . ctesntioa Lo owiet was poins

-1 Wnbiy has troin wos struck Ly treoir Ne.o U0 Iie s01d

13 troin whg stoes eod at 4.%2 p.m. ooy Tt tre Lccadert
ooourred at 5.14 ps.m. Head Bruxewmar Willioms, who was
»rding with the ecncductor, soic ©rat wron ol troein stoo ol
Lo oot off te ascertoln toc noture of the trouble and Shen
nforiirt Conductor Speidel concormang 5o Situatloun.  when
Le losvt saw the flegmon the lotber vras aboul 20 2az-

Yenctng from the rear o troo troin aal woeg ¢ nbinuog on ais
wiy 2ack to rroteet thoe brain by flig. At Trot btairoe Gre view
Was grod,



Flogman Balliest, of troan JTo. 865, saird Lhat when
his train otosel ' veab Liag Lo 210 hat Jud Dot bake with
him any fusces _r to ot voooLuentrg to have any in
his pockots wrcre Le oliv en-rice Taen,  While iu
Vicinivy 7 0 road Croasiig io e
tie recar of Las trocua ac soor Lrown N
statiom 7 wolec
Tow cor-1 Lls Tartrsr west arnd sta
03 vwhen a t
stonding, sapposirg tnat ti-s weuld gl

-

2 \Jm i
. £O pozsing Llida, a .

[
suffzcrcat arstanee 1n whica Lo reduce
up. 13 stop si=uals were noth ackpowled; cd, howcver, ond
as the cnging passed him at a cpced of 4fF riles por pour lhe
Gaiew hag £1la, at the cab. e stoted, howsver, Thnit the
C.n wradeows were closced, toat tle cocans vos Jorklng stoam
when 1t passed bim, thnot the entire troin parsed har witle-
oLt an application of the air hraxes azving echn Liode and
1 ot for this reason he ¢1d nct vlangs Tlnt the englneman
noG secn ham, It furbacr anocared Tror bls statcmente that
there was a westbound Treignl traln pass.rg on toc Ldjoining
trock and he estimated that ©too cazine of thls froight train
s tne engine of train Ne.o b8 passcd cach other waon
aveut 20 car-tongbts s weot of vhere he wvas starnding. Wlo did

kl -

not, owever, nouulee v osroko Ioorn e Pololt engrne which
would have obroeourea thoe vaew of vic encircrsn of tvr.in No.
88.

Tae Teoient U-a1o w102 wos passl. 0 bnc wd-
jeining track wnus ostr. 0900, cowsiotiug of 89 carg.  DBraoke-
1ar Ilooyingarcer, whe wog »odlas oib L, ¢ o, lue cn the rire-
non's scat boy, suail U e nc pawssca the reowr
and of Lrailr No. o8 2 cotlu geoe Leo1a Wio. BR anparently
1bout 25 m1izs dast.ni. G2 wid .ot L onr, hovever, toat
tle on-oaue crew of troonrn No, by o2ovurd 8¢l Tae rear caun of
treain deo. 20 atb tlat $a1te cwins, Lo Lo voriation ir the
graode of t e traick. AL tr1g tive tle Pleodran of troain Noo
88 wis 1n tne vieeiniwy of the road o ssiiy, droeviously
menticaod oo was walkaas nootord. 3aal onen Joecpinczarn
stat_ 106 his crgrie passed tao oy we of tran Ne. b5
At o po1nt cotaimated b oham o to have

cr
L

ouvn 2bout 500 foo

2

. 0
Lact of ino westnound outcorwtic wical, or adoul 2,400
Teot fron the roar <ad of tirin ol 23) this samel was
m tle s8bow peosilicn wnd, notl Lknovian, wnet cidend wers 1n
1> ohossession of Lhe crew of tra'n o. 88, troe foct tnot
T'o orain passed lhe stop ircicobaeor. 7 tro 81503 ot o .
grocd of 50 riles per lour causded D te vhains tnat there
Wog o 1ag to be a cellision a.d e lconed ul ol the wandow
Aind tave o emeroercy stop sienal te Tho cuglne crew.
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Brakeman Ilcoosingornel furiner stetod that Llc visibilaty
was good at tois time hwub or Jocloiay, bock after train Ne.
58 hed masscl La frurd theh n1s ¥1ioW was cuscureda by the
srokc Trorl ' 19 CwWil JMTLMe.

Broenen ¥osterson, of toe cociy of 2ty 6099,
who was als. _Trulng o1 6o L1100, mede Jtotoements similar
to those of Beokeman deoplnarner. (e 2Ltsu saww the flagman
of Lrian No. db A1VIn o 8uou Sioaal's, ana cealizang that the

engine ¢rew of r1¢a No. FB noo nou scoll boe flagnen Lo
yellcd Lo them cs ke two enzinco pesceuw cach other, but
was unable Lo attract tleir ablontlon. 18 statereats con-
cerning Lhe genoral vicibilicy and 1rc ovscuring oo the
view by smek: I khis own ongiac asrecl nth thesce of Bralnx -
man Hoopingarner.

Sonductor ¥edanloy aud Timan Taylor, of cxtreo
86999, wire standing c1 Jvhe ret: platfeim of thoir coponse
as 1t passcd btrain No. 23. Merr first knowledge of wny-
Thug wrong was waeh they SQW'j&SSOHS‘TS Jun 21ng ofi tae
cars ag their caboosce passed Lhe rToczr cad of thot traan
and wil'iin a few so2cecnds the epgine of train Neo. 58 passcd
% o at 2 sheed of 25 or 30 rmiles por wcur.  Cornouctor Me-
Giuley cstimabed taat ab turs Line las el oose wos about &
yassenger-train length wost of boe 1car oo of traun No. 28.
Mo owes uuable to say whether the enpine of train No. 58 vasg
workiag, stean bul Tlagman Tovlior said 11 wais not working
stear and that the Lra.es were iindin: oaaiust tooe wheels.
el Somduetor N“Glnluv a1 & Flagmon Toylor locateun “the floag-
mon of tiaim No.o PE as Leausm vest of the road CT L3810, OT
nore tacn 7,35C feol T oor B e Lowut of accident ot the time

)

tucair cobovse papcod win.

In a S»2zef oooaterenb U0 oot (o I'moiberan
Strosser, of Traro No. Lo, whe J.3 1ajarcd wu tre cecident,
e sund that snele £i-owm the - oz o Lhe Creicbt troin

sseured aLs viow ang thoat ne Lren plaeod Lie throttle ain

tne dﬁlft1“¢ po3IhEon Lo nndo o Yoor 8 rouad brakc~pipe
ductici. ATter nagsin, throion 1. ulo”u he saw tac

1lugm“n only o shorh Llhtuncr iro. he rrar end of troin
Neo 23, ulbhuucn later 10 hig scatemeul he said ‘'ie could
not sec = roar ead of trawn d o th? tire he saw
tlic fl»(van, 10 &1lner covent, howevir, as soon s he saw
the Tlarmat  at whach time the spced of hais treown wos 50
¢(r 55 miles 1.-° acur, Le qwﬂllnu tha alr Heslles 1n arer-
goney , revers.d vho corane and oocned oo throttlic. o
wnl wishle to ‘“tlmhi ithe distanece beotween the flepman
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gnd the rear ond of troai No, 28 uve to estimate the

gpecd of hig ~wn Leatn ot vr time the weoldent occurrud,
but so1d Lo condd onve st ea had thio Plagman been hock
a1 additaenal disbones o7 L00 ©v b. Tnalinoman Strasscr
aloe sard taat bas om.l. calind o warnil., to him ot tac
game time thot Lo wnplicd the LIS Ll emerenlcCy.

Fircron Seoasckes said t.o U wbhem asproacning

Dugzun he saw the {reiabt traln Lt the ligboncee on the
wegthound track ~nd consoguently ob 6w on the declt ¢f
the conginc -nd put o a Firce so a5 Lo be an posaty 1 to
get bock on his seav bex and lock cut anead ofter Tho
frevght train sossed.  Accordain, to s svotements he dad
not returw to hLis scet box until tone entire loength of the
frevgkt troain wod ¢l nre cn, in: ~n' o he tnon saw tho
Tflagman of Train Ho. 28 oaly tozce v Tour car-iengthe
ahcod of his ecurmine. He at (nee called "Tlag™ to the
noaneman bub the latter o arently Qi ool he. T har

auc e then gailed the same wariin, o_ol.2 il a Jovder
Jy.1ze, by whiern time the crnoine Fad p-ssced the flagman.
Too enpineman *hen mide whot boc Tioorman s0id wes 2 Leavy
Service anslietion of tie u1r braites, shortly W{fterwards
Slieing the breke volve in the crerocuey sezition whou nie
realazed that the trainl was not Loins te o0 bhrousht to a
gtom 10 taime to 2vert the acecileat, vimiich cecurrced while
Eis truoin vas traveliing at o speed of olout 195 1ales Ler
Leour. Firemen Sehasckes di¢ not scc the rear cad of train
Lio. 28 uatil tnls eagine hal Lassed tuoe floran o distonce
of 10 Tr 12 car-lougtls, hais stotementis incacating bt
the vai-w wee nascured to sar o cxteut by smokce and also by
snow flurrics. Iv Zurthel anpcarcd Lrom Miremen Scbasckes!
stoteoments thal oo oor-n STrassc

T oLpurently woas 1n noreal
physacal conditicn, Tive wans, ona ¢ oterd . b his dutaes
wrogezly, and ool oo T o2s L 0 Ioohon lnow Tere wes 1o
rceson why the enciaoran o ol el hove geen the flogman
of frein No. B8 az eron as tu. {ivero 32w hire. Fareman
Sehasckes restilsted wioh the Florian was Locek a diatance

of about 1/2 mile, althouchk wrn 1 asted wial he thoupht
coused The accuiont he 1ndicated in Blis renly chal the

Corwetor Morrieon, of traan No. 58, who was
ridins 1n the bogge,e eosmpartomon bt of the club car, sald has
Toeot kuowiad e of anything, wr 3 wW.s whoen he folt o sovere
ayolication o” the 1T breoles, Upop Jocnilly e duveT owh ©hg
ri nat 2iade of the cox he 3rw The rear eud of troin Wo. 26



and at atout this tire tle accidout ccoceurrcd, whilce nas

troan was travoliug ou 2 goced e esti oted toe have been 29
o1 30 rniles per nour. Brageren Sellersg, riding in Lhe fourth
car 14 tuo troim, thought Hne triir ran nbcut 1ts wwm

length bovweos tne tite the breokes were applicd and bhe

tire ot wale. the accident oecurred. The ostarates ol these
bwo om ) loyecs as oo the spesd of the troin prior te the

an laciticn of the brakes varicd bebween 40 and 50 miles

SO louT.

\

Floegran Iiecheaschoer, wno wasE idiu, 11 TAC
recar vestibule of the cobservation enyv, sald tre speed of
Tie train was about 55 rales per houar s 1t asDioachoed
Dugrun and that his farst kmowlcdcoe of anyt! 1n. wronyz wos
wien he felt what arpearcd to Lave Leen o service applica-
tion of the air brakes, the accident occurring ifter the
VIaln liad roved ab ut four or five tr an lengtrs. flagman
sichenscher thragld thes appolicataer of the air brales was
not rele until alver bhe ¢mgine had passcd the flagran of
train o, 280 ae fixed btne Joestico of 1has flacran as
neing at a poant wost of the road ercgsilg ate estir ated
tart his ¢vry Lol ron ooy bhoe floaron o Jasbouace of oo ut
35 cor-lontins. It 2lso cppcarod fren nis statcerments that
tne san was oot o ¢intla, at vozs vire, hut Lot the weather
wrs d2therwise frvoen™le Tor Ccbhgoervanion.

7 - -
Cf ToLsUus1L .

This nccident was caused oy o o JSallure of Tugineron
Strasser, of trorn Jo,. £8, tc raunbara o proper lodkout,
« contrilwting cousz oo L e 1o ilre 7 Flagmau Ballact,
of train ln. 23, t. uwse the ¢yquiorons rcquared Lo provice
nroper wroehcetion £t hiv train.

Inoivoraun Strasser was anoble to ertilate booe distance

hacn IFdc -0 - dnilict was storling

in Mo, 2%, a2t ©le tire ho Tirst
scv tw flagran, but o1l tuc chaerl (vaicenceoe jacladins that
of Lzs owil Tavernur indicatos 2t thie 'la men woo oack ao-

srexarately 2,000 fect wlel waszsce v tle on ias of train
No. 58, Tt 18 of coursc irpessy 1< toe say tr wact cxtent
o~

fil,1aoran Strasser's vicw vags ohseured by b osroke r'rem
the weeto und freigat trazs, but oot Loly ol ule suagilaeman
Strasacr wave Jdecen ablc to sec Ehe flogron Lol me his vicw
was cvt olf by toe socke, but L7 ho heen noiatoiuing ¢
2To, 21 lodkout and 2 mlacd the 1ir Pralics Ir oneroney
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brellore Dassiug
net have been

necl1aeat. As

-g-

reas-ca why he sbeuld
to avert the
I the witnegsses

tlhe floaglian thaore 18 Mo
a3l to stop his troir in ta
1t s, tie statemorts of nosc

s
L

1ndiente toal the oar brokes were net anplied on train No.

=0

1! af

unt1l after
qucstiou as tc

a» licolicn oz
nothing to 1na

Soras3sr had n

the flagr had ocen passed and thCre 13 goTC
whetner this aplication wos ar CHergeney
only a servics oprlieccticn., While there wos
1cate tant prior to tuis tainme spcineren

ot hoen attentinge to Lis dutices properly,

T

- L

et tue gtatement of the fireran thet oo called wvice Lo

e agapelran
the enginomon
brales,

and that oven alter ooing, woarned o sccond tare
nade unly
artter the 1l-anman

acrvicce ap lacation of the oar
hed hecu pos.d, 1idic.ten thob

38

the engiueran’s rind rust aave Leon obheswisce -egeoupaed to
guen aa exvent o te wroverdt hin Tfror Koo, 147 & proplelr
waten ¢ the Lewor oo d.

Flagran Ballai-v - Lporenti “7e1b onel Jor cnoush
to provide sroor T rotostion, hed oo Loon eoulippcd with

he neeoesary 8i,a:ls. 411 Le o7 wmull lam ws o Tlag. The

rulces, lowevoro, rTegquirTe bt uso of scla sorpednzss ona fusces.
Had Tlaran Balliot provided hanosolr wibl, beropedocs and
fugees ol ore geily hack Lo Tl and uson then as rogqulred
DY the reles 1t 1s orodable turt e accadent would have
booen nreveatad,

AT ol tie or, Loyzes IVOIVoS vere JXpericnced

e, "N

ol servlce T aw

abt Ll 4
o duLy 1n vallation o3

the acoeide~t wnoe of btrher. nod heca
any of Tone provieions of the aours

Cl
bl

Lirng

Regce.iully astorittoc?,
4 - T ~T -
We Po DUz,

Direct



